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| lency of the remainders of 
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| Indwelling-Sin 
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BELIEVERS: 


-Tagake with the wayes of its Working 
And Means ot. Prevention. 
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bY 


F Opened, al and applyed, with a Refolu-* 
tion of ſundry Caſes of Confcience there- 
unto appertaining, 


mt s— OI 


0 wretched man that I am, who ſhall deliver me from this 
Body of Death ! I thank, God through Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord, Rom.7.24,25. 
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PREFACE: 
RR H 4 7 the Drffrine of Originat 
OS Tr. ow chriicn rr 


on, hath been alwayes owned 1 
+ the Churchof Gol.” And une ſpe- 

cial part it w of that pecaliar Pfſeſion of 
mk which rhey enjoy, Religron To- 
wards God is bnils upoy, and reſolved ined 
Divine Revelation. As the world by its Wit- 
dom never knew God aright,ſotht wiſe neew 
of it were always utterly ignorant of rhis 
inbred evil in themſelves and others. with us 
rhe Dofrine and Convittion of it, lie iu the 
very foundation of all wherein we have v0 
aowith God, in ence wnto our plea 

of him here ,' or obtaining the enjoyment 

hing hereafter, It s alſo known what infle- 
ence it hath into the great troths concerning 
»he Perſon of Chrift,he mediation, the froms 
wid effetts of it, 'with all the benefits that 
We art wade partakers of thereby. Without 


42> « ſupps- 


ORE 
. # v 
- 
— i a ee ED 
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2 of The Preface. 
4 ſuppoſition of it ,notany of them can be truly 
known, or ſauvinely belzeved, » Foy this canſe 
hath it been largely treated of by many. holy | 
and Learned Men, both of .old and of latter 
dayes. Some have laboured in the d:(covery | 
of its nacure; ſome of its guilt: and demerit: ; 
by whom: alſo the trath concerning it hath | 
{Ar uinadicat ed from the oppoſition made un- 
fo it, in the paſt and preſent Ages. By moſt 
theſe things have bee n (onſeered in their full \ 
extent. and latitude, with reſpect unto all | 
men by nature, with the eſtate and conti- i 
ton of them who are wholly under the power | 
and gui! of it. How thereby men are aiſ- 
enabled and incapacitated in themſelves to 
anſwer the obedience required either in the 
Law, or the Goſpel, ſo as to free themſelves 
from the Curſe of t he oze or to make them- 
ſelves partakers of the bleſſing of the other, 
hath been by many alſo fully evinced. More- 
over,that there are Remainders of it abiding 
in Believers after their Regeneration .and 
Converſion toGod,as the Scriptare abundant- 
ly teſtifies ; ſo it hath been fully taught and 
confirmed ; 4s alſo how the guilt of it us par- 
doned unto them,and by what means the pow- 
er of it us weakened in them,” All theſe things 
Tiſay have been largely treated on,to the great 
benefit and eadification of the Church.In what 
we 


The Preface. 
we have now in. deſign,we therfort yakt thedt 
all for granted, und endeavour. only farther 
to £41 ry on the diſcovery of it in its aittge 
and woppoſitions to the Law and: Grace - of 
God\int Beltevers.Ntither do 1 intend the dif- 


| cnuffng of anythitg. that hath been- contro: 
J werted about it. what the Scripture platnly 


revealeth & teacheth concerning it, what Be- 


4 levers evidently find by expcrience in them- 


ſelves,what they may learn from the Exam- © 


ples and acknowledoments of others, ſhall be 


 & repreſented ina way ſuited unto the capacity 


of the meaneſt and weakeſt who is concerned 
therein. And many things ſeem to render the 
handling of it at this ſeaſon,not unneceſſary. 
The Effeits and fruits of it which we ſee in 
the Apoſtaſies and backſlidings of many, the 
ſcandalous fins and miſcarriages of ſome, and 
the courſe and lives of the moſt, ſeem to call 
for a due conſideration of it. Beſides of how 
great concernment 4 full and clear acquain- 
tance with th: power of this Indwelling-Sin 
(the matter deſign” d to be. opened )is unto Be- 
lievers, to ſtir them up to watchfulneſs and 
atligence,to faith and prayer, to call them to 
repentance, humility, & ſelf-abaſement will 
appear in our progrefi. Theſe in general were 
the ends aimed at in the enſuins Diſcourſe, 
which bein? at firſt compoſed and delivered 
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for the uſe. aud benefit of akew, is now by 


| 

| ; 

the Providence of God made publick. And if | 
|| mhe Reader recerve any advantage by theſe 
ot - weak endeavours, let him know that it is 


his duty , as to give Glory unto God, ſo to | 
help thews by his prayers, who in many Femp» | 
Fations ard Aﬀfiictions' are willing to labour | 
inthe Vinejard of the Lord, unto which work 
they ave called, © | 


p& 
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Mere 


C HAP. I. 


Bry'E, -Sin inBelievers,treated of by the 
Apoſtle, Rom.7: 21. The Place explained. 


F is of Indwelling-fin,and that in 
ws ..the remainders of it in Perſons, 
_ after their Converſion to God,, 
with its power, efficacy, andef= 
fects, that we intend to treat. 
This alſo is the great deſign of 
the Apoſtle, to. manifeſt: and. 
evinct in c.5.of the Epiftleto the Romans. Many 
indeedare the conteſts about the principal ſcope, 
of the Apoſtle in that Chapter, <7 in what ſtate, 
the Perſon is, under the Law, or under Grace 
whoſe condition. be expreſſerh  cherein. I ſhall 
not at preſent enter into that diſpuce, but take: 
that for granted, which may be A proved 
and evinced ; namely, that it is the 

a RegeneratePerſon,with reſpet unto the _ 
ing power of Indwelling-ſin,which is there pro- 
poſed, and exemplified by and i in the Perſon of the 
Apoftle himſelf. In that {ours therefore of his, 

' ſhall the foundation be laid of what we bave to 
offer upon this ſubje&. Not that I ſhall proceed 


nan Expoſition of oy Revelation of this "Tnurk, 
4 as 


- Ja The Remainaers of Sin 
as it liesin its own contexture, but 0 = make 
10n 


uſe of what is delivered by, him, as occ 
offer it ſelf. And here firſt occurreth, that which 
heaffirms,ver-21. Ifind then a Law, that when I 
weuld do good, evil 1s preſent with me. - 

There are four things obſervable in theſe words. 
Firſt, The AppelNatton he gives unto Indwelling- 


; Sip,whereby he expreſſech its power and effica- 


ſhall 


cy;K'is a Law. For that which he terms a Law, 


intlus verſe, he calls 'in the foregoing, ſiz that 


dwelleth in him. 

" Secondly, The way whereby he: came 'to, the 
diſtorery of this Law, not abſolutely, andin-its 
own, nature, but in himſelf, he fonrid i it; I find a 
Law. 

+ Thirdly, The' frame of chis ſoul and inward 
lan withthis'Law of Sin, and under -its: diſcove- 

'® Be would do good. © 
[ {-Fourthly, The {tire and aRivity of this. Law, 
when' the ſoul-is in that frame; 'when' it: would 


I 


d5 00d, it ##' prefent with Þimy: For whar-ends- 


an > purpoſes \ we thall ſhew afterwatds, 


' Thefirit thing obſervable is the Compellarion- 


aw 5 It is 1 Ldvy. | 

ACT ay jstaken tither properly, for a diretiye' 
Rite; orimpropetly, for an operative effeftive 
Ppinci e,which ſeemsro have the force of a Law. 
Tnirs firſt ſenſe, it is # Moral Rule which dire&ts 
afd commands; and"ſundry wayes moves and 
tzgolhares the nin, and-che will; asto the things 
which it requires, or forbids. This is evidently 


the” veneral- nature and work of a Law, Some 


&, he. things 


het by the Apoltle, he calls /ndawelhing-Sin a: 


DOE, nt» . Weak m— a Ms — 


ia Bekevers,Rom.7.21. J 
things it commands, ſome things ic forbids, with 
Rewards and. Penalties, which move and impel* 
men to dothe one, and \ avoid the other, - Hence 
ina ſecondary ſenſe, an inward - pronciple, that + 
moves and enclines conſtantly unto any Actions, 
is called a Law2 [The principle that is in the na-\ 
ture of every thing, moving and carrying. it: ro- - 
wards its own end and reſt, is called the Law of®:, 
Nature. Inthis reſpe&t every inward principle - 
thac: inclincth. and. urgeth unto operations or. 
actings ſuitable ©. ro it ſelf, is a Law. So- 
Rom.$. 2. Thepowerful and effeRtual working of: 
the Spirit and-grace of Chriſt in the hearts of Be- 
lievers, 15 called the Law of the Spirit of life. And 
forthis reaſon doth the Apoſtle here call 1ndwel-. 
ling-ſm 2 Law, :':It is a powerful and effeRual' 
elle ciactabe, inclining and preſſing unto- 
actions agreeable and ſuitable unta its own nature. - 
This and no other is the intention of the Apo-: 
Rle-in this expreſſion. For alchough that rerm,a 
Lax; may ſometimes mtend a ſtate and condition, i 
and-tfhere: ſo :uifed, the meaning of. the words 
ſhould be, / find ther this is my condition;this is the 
ſtate of things with" me, that when F would: do 
good evil 15 preſent with me,which makes no. great 
alrerarion inthe principal intendment of the placey;: 
yer properly it can. denote nothing here, but the 
chief ſabjelF treated of, For although the name of: 
a Law be vanioully uſed by the Apoſtle in this: 
Chapter ; yet when it relates unto ſi, it is no- 
where applyed by him to the condt.ion * of the 
perſon,but only:to expreſs eicher the nature, or 
the power of fin-ir ſelf; fo ver, 23. ſee 4tother 
9 bt Lay 


m 


4 Remainder of Sin 

Law in my members,warring againſt the Law of 
my mind, and bringing me into captivity unto the 
lam of ſin which « in my Members. That which he 
bere calls the Law of his mind,from the principal 
ſybjeR and ſeac of ir, isinir ſelf no other but the 
Law of the Spirit of life,which isin Chriſt Jeſus, 
chap.$.2. or the effectual power 'of the Spiruc of 
grace, as was ſaid. Burt the Law as applycd un- * 
ro fex,hath a double ſenſe ; for as in the firſt place, 
Tfee a Law in my Members, it denotes the being 
and nature of (1n ; fo in the latcer, leading rnto gap- 
tivity ro the Law of ſin which in my Members, ic 
ſignifies its power & efficacy. And both theſe are 
compriſed jn the ſame name lingly uſed, ver, 20, 
Now that which we vbſcrve_fram this mane, or 
rexrm of a Zaw attributed unto fin, is, That There 
5 an exceeding efficacy and power in the remain- 
ders of Indwelling-fin in Belzevers,with a conſtant 
Wworkang towards evil. 

+ Thus it is in Belieyers, 'ris a Law even zx chem, 
though not ro chem... Though .its: rule be broken, 


_ its ſtrength weakned and impaired,its root mor- 


tified, yet itis a Law till of great force and effi- 
cacy. There where 'ris leaſt felr,it is moſt pow- 
erful, -, Carhal:men in reference unto ſpiritual & 
moral duties; are nothing but this Law, they do 
nothing but from ir, and by it. Iris in them a 
ruling and prevailing principle of all moral afti- 
ons, with reference unto a ſupernatural and eter- 
nal end. T ſhall nor conſider it in them in whom 
ir hath moſt power, but in them in whom 1ts 
power is chiefly diſcovered and diſcerned, thar 
is in Believers, in the others only in order ro 


in Believers, Rom.7.21.  *5 


the farther conviction and manifeſtation-thereof. 
2dly, The Apoſtle propoſerh the way where- 
by he diſcovered this Law in himſelf, iwpioxo fox 
iv vhuov, I find then, or therefore a Law. - He 
Foundit , it had been told him there was fach'a 
Law, it had been preached unto him. This con- 
vinced him;rthat 4here was = Law of Szx. But it 15 
one thing for a man to know in;general, thar there 
is a Law of Sin: i; Anothep>thing for a 'man ro 
have an experience of the power'of this Law of ſin 
in himſelf. - It is. preached rovall-y. all men that 
own the Scripture acknowledge it, as being de- 
clared therein ; but they are but few that know ir 
inthemſelves, we ſhould. ele have more:com- 
plaines of it than we have, and more contendings 
againſt ir, and lefs fruits ofic in the - world. - Byt 
this is that which the Apoſtle affirms ,. notthar 
the Dettrine of 1t had been preached uno him, 
- but that he found by experience in himſelf,” '/ 
find a Law , 1 have experience 'of its power and 
| + Fora manto find his-fickne(s:and dan- 
ger thereon from its effes,'is another thing rhan 
to hear a'diſcourſe:abour a diſcafe from its cauſes. 
And this experience is the great preſervative of all 
Divine Truths in the ſoul. :This it is to know a 
thing indeed, in reality, ro kxow it - for our: ſelves, 
when as we are taught ic from the Word, ſo we 

find it in our ſelves, Hence we obſerye, | 
Secondly, Believers bave experience of the power 
ara efficacy of Inawelling-Sin. They find itin 
.themſelves, they fird it as a Law. It hithra felf- 
evidencing efficacy to them that are alive to dil. 
cern it : They that find not its power, are under 
its 
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ics:Dominion.  Whoſoever contend wagainſt; it, 
-ſhall-know and find;;rhat tt is preſent wub them, 
Ahatiris powerfull mn hem. / He: ſhall-find rhe 
-Preaw:to be: ſtrong; who ſwims. againit it,though 
che. who-rouls! along wich ;; ir; | be ' inſenſible 
ob Iteid i nid wag halt 3 093d Bait 1 tn} 

:: :Thitdly,” Thegeteratframe ofi-Beliovers not- 
-wiibftatding theanbabnation of :chz-: Lanw of Sn, 


| is-here alſo't {Fry would do goud,". This 


;Law is preſent Sixerr; tot morn mi gancs © Thie 
-habynal inclination 6 their | williis ahto. gbod. 

ThisLaw in them; is not a Law nyo: them} as” it 
»85:k Unbelievers. : They are not whotly obnoxious 


40-1165: power, i nor morally! unto its commands. 


Grace bath the Soveraigury. m-theit: ſouls-, This 
:g&c5tbeny a ill ung good 3! they would do. good, 
-Hliat'>3s, -mayes' 'ang\ conſtantly; iT FJobn 8 »Y. 
mf Oeur mer, tocommit fin, is roanake a. trade of 


\fin,tb/make it a mans buſineſs ro fin-41oiit-is faid;a 


| Believer dath not commer ſir. Andiſo aniatdpdats, 
-ro do;that whichiis good, co will :ro» Yo ſg>;i5 to 
have the habztual bent and inclination-of the; will 
iron that which is. good, thar is; \moratly' and 
Fpizitually good, which is the proper ſabjeR treat- 
.ed of y whence is'biir Third Obſervanon. <:. - © 
: »xThere-15, and there 55 through: grace kept up im 
Believerty4 touſtant and ordinarily prevailing wil 
of doing good, notwithſtanding the' power and 


efficacy of Indwelling-Sin tothe contrary. 


This in theirworft condition diſtinguiſheth them 


. from Unbelievers in their beſt. The WzU/in unbe- 
.lievers is under the power of the Law of. fin. The 


oppolicion they make to ſin, either in the root, or 
branches 
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"FF 27 Believers, Rom.7:.2T. 7 
brifmes of it; is from their light, and their con- 


ici the will of ſnnng inchem is never. taken 
aw FT ake:away all other confiderations & hin- 


derances, whereof weſhall treat afterwards, and 
they would in willingly always.| Their faint en- 
deayours to anſwer their conviRtions, are far from 
A-will of doing that which « good. They will plead 
indeed, that they. would leaye-their fins, it they 
could,and they would tain do berter than they do, 
Bur it is the workzrg of their Light and Convicti- 
ons, not any ſpiritual inclination of their wills, 
which they intend by that expreſſion, For where 
there 1s a will of doing good, there is a choice of 
that which-is good for its gwn excellency fake, 
| ile it is defirable and ſuitable ro the ſoul, and 
therefore to be preferred before that which is con- 
trary, Now this 1s not in any unbelievers ; they 
do not, they cannot ſo chuſe that which is ſpirt- 
tually good, nor is1t ſo excellent or ſuitable unto 
any principle that is in them: only they have fone 
delires to attain thar end, whereunto that which is 
good doth lead, and to ayoid that evil which the 
neglect of it tends unto. - And theſe alſoare for - 
the moſt part ſo weak and languid in many of. 
them, that they put them not. upon any confide- 
rable endeavours ; witneſs 'that luxury, ſloth, 
worldlineſs and ſecurity, that the generality of 
men are even drowned in. But in believers there: 
is a will of doing gyod, an habitual diſpoſition and 
inclination in their wills unto that which is ſpiri- 
tually good. And where this is, it is accompanied 
with anſwerable effe&ts. The will is the principle 
of our moral actions, and therefore unto che pre-: 
| | tailing 


g Rematnders of Sin 


wailing diſpoſition thereof, will the general courſe 


of our atings be ſuited. Good things will proceed 
from the good treaſures of the heart. Nor can this 
diſpoſition be evidenced to bein any but by its 
fruits. A will of doing good, without doing good, 
1s but pretended. 

Fourthly, There is yet another thing remaining 
in theſe words of the Apoſtle,arifing from that re- 
ſpe that the preſence of ſin hath unto the r:me and 
ſeaſon of duty : When Twould do good, (faith he) 
evil ts preſent with me. 

There are two thing to be conſidered in the 
will of doing good, that is in Believers, 

Firſt, here is its habyual reſidence in them. They 
have always an habitual inclination of will unto 
chat which is good. And this habitual preparation 
for good is always preſent with them, as the 
Apoſtle expreſſes 1t, ver. 18. ofthis Chapter. 

Secondly, There are ſpecial :5mes and ſeaſons for 
the exerciſe of that principle. There is a, When 1 
wonld do good, a ſeaſon wherein this or that good, 
this or that duty is to be performed and accom- 
pliſhed, ſuitably unto the habitual preparation 
and inclination of the will, 

Unto theſe two, there are two things in- 17- 
dwelling-ſn oppoſed. To the gracious principle 
reſiding in the will, inclining unto that which is 
ſpiritually good,it is oppoſed as it is aZaw that is a 
contrary priciple mchining unto evil,with an aver- 
ſation from that which is good. Unto the ſecond, 
or the aRual willing of ' this or that good in par- 
ricular, unto this, when I would do good,is oppoſed 
the preſence of this Law,evil z preſent with me, 

' 7% © NALTUL 


in Believers, Rom.7.21. 9 
med num? por rs naxy., evil is at hand and ready 


to oppoſe the aitual accompliſhment of the good 
aimed at, Whence, 

Fourthly, Indwelling-ſin is effeftually operative 
in rebelling and inclimng to evil, when the will of 
doing good is in a particular manner attive, and 
snclining unto obedience. 

And this is the deſcription of him who is a Be- 
liever,and a finner,as every one who is the former, 
he is the /atter alſo, Thele are the contrary prin- 
ciples,and the contrary operations that are in him. 
The principles are a will of dong good on the one 
hand, from grace, and a Law of ſz .on the-other. 
Their adverſe a&tings and operations are infinua- 
ted in thoſe expreſſions, When 1 would do good, 
evil s preſent with me. Andrheſe both are more 
fully expreſſed by or Apoſtle, Gal.5.17. For the 

luſteth againſt the ſpirit,and the ſpirit again 
5A and theſ pod alk fo 4 
ther , ſo that I cannot do the things that I would. 

And here lie the ſprings of the whole courſe of 
our obedience. An acquaintance with theſe ſe- 

veral principles, and their actings, is the principal 
part of our wiſdom. They are, upon the matter, 
next tothe free grace of God in our Juſtification 
by the blood of Chriſt, the only rhings wherein 
the glory ofGod and our own ſouls are concern'd. 
Theſe are the ſprings of our holineſs,and our fins, 
of our joys and troubles,of our refreſhments and 
ſorrows. It is then all our concernments to be 
throughly acquainted with theſe things, who in- 
_— walk with God, or to glorifie him in this 
world. | * 


And 
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Andhence we may ſee what ws/dom is -requi- 
red, in the guiding & management of our hearts &: 
ways before God. Where the ſubjetts of a Ruler 
are in fewds &- oppolitiohs one againſt ' another, 
unleſs great wiſdom be uſed in the government; of 
the whole, all chings will quickly. be ruinous in 
that State, There are theſe contrary principles in 
the hearts of-Believers, and if they labour nop to 
be ſpiritually wiſe, how ſhall they be able to ſteer 
their courſe aright ? Many men live in the dark 
to themſelves all their days ; what, ever elſe they 
know, they know not theinſclves, They know 
their outward cſtates, how rich they are, and the 
condition of their bodies as to health and ſickneſs 
they are careful ro examine ; but as to their z- 
ward man , and their principles as to God and 
Eternity, they know little or nothing of them- 

, ſelves. Indeed few labour to grow wiſe in this 
matter, few ſtudy themſelves as they ought, are 
acquainted with the evil of their. own hearts as 
they ought,on which yer the whole courſe of their 
obedience,and conſequently of their. eternal con- 
ditton doth depend, This therefore is our wsſdom, 
and it is a needful wiſdom, if we have any deſign 
to, pleaſe God, or to avoid that which 1s a- provo- 
cation to the eyes of his glory. | 
_ Weſhall find alſo in our inquiry hereinto,wbat 
diligence and watchſulneſs is required unto aChri- 

ſtan converſation. There is a conſtar.t exemy unto 

- It-in every ones heart -. and what an enemy it 

> 15 we ſhall afterwards ſhow, for this is our deſign 
trodiſcover him to the uttermoſt, In the mean 

# time we may well bawail the woful ſloth and neg- 


= ligence 


- a 


in Bulievers , ROM. 7.21, II 


L ligence that is in the moſt ; even of Profeſſors, 
# They live and walk as though they intended to 
2 $v ro heaven hood-winkc , and aſleep, as though 
they had no evemy to deal withall, Their miſt.ke 
Ftherefore and. folly-will be fully laid open in ear 
YProgrels, | 
s That which, I ſhall principally fix upon , in, re- 
J ference unco'our preſent_delign, from this place 
J of the Apoſtle , is that which was firftTaid down, 
namely,that there.is an exceeding efficacy and power 
in the remainder of indwelling-ſm in Believers,wuth 
a conſtant inclination and working towards'evil, 
# Awake therefore, all of you in whoſe” heatts'are 
_ any thing of the ways of God. Yolt 'enz»y'is nor 


g ofily ups you, as on Sampſan of ot, bur is i» you . . 


alſo, He is at work by all ways of Jover and craft, 
J is we ſhall ſee, Would younot diſhonour” God 
Þ and his.Goſpel,, wontd younor (thee Saunrs 
J and ways 'of 'God,, ' would. you Tiot ound: your 
J conſtiences?} *and endanger your fouls , would you 
Yr grieve the; good and holy Spirit 'of God, the 
Author of all your comforrs, would you keep 
J your garments .ufidefiled,' and eſtape the wofill 
temptations and pdllittions of the tays wherein we 
live ; would you be preſeryed from the number of 
the Apoſtates in thief Tarret days ? awake tothe con- 
ſideration of this, curſed enemy., whith is the ſpring 
of all theſe” and Inhututtable other "evils , as alfo of 
the xuiue of all the fouls that periſh in this world. 
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Indwelling-Sin a Law, 


CHAP. II. 


Indwelling-Sin a Law. in what ſex{e it is fo 
called. what kind of Law it is. An inward 
" effecve Prizciple called a Law.The power 


F 


of ſin thence evenced. 


Hat which we have propoſed unto conſide- *' 


: ration is the power and efficacy of Indwelling- 
ſz. The ways whereby. it may be evinced are 
begin with the eAppellation of it in 

the place befoxe mentioned, it isa Law, 1 find a 
4aw , faith the Apoſtle, It is becaufe of its power 
-and efficacy that it is ſo called; ſo is alſo the prin- 


ciple of grace. in Believers the Law of the ſpirit of | 
obſerved before, Row. 8. 3. which is the 1 
exceeding. greatneſs of che power of God in them, | 


life ,as wee 


- 


Lpheſ.1,19.Where there is a Law,there is power, 
. We ſhall therefore ſhew both what belongs unto 
tis pin general , and alſo what is pecu- 


deſcribed. + 40d 


Law, as ſuch, mo «ty * 


8 Firſt, Dominion. Rom.7. 1. The Lew bath domi- | 


place, verve, it hath dominion, It 1s properly the 
att of a Superiour,and n belongs to its nature to ex- 
a& obedience by way of dominion. Now there is 
a two-fold dominion, as there is a two-fold Law, 


ape init, as being ſuch s Law as we have 


+ as a— ca * 


. 
PP: %Y «a Wy” Se = 


- andits Power, I3 


There is 2 woral authoritative dominion over a 
man, and there is areal effeftive dominion in a 
man. The firſt is an affe@ion ef the Law of God, 
the latter ofthe Law of fin. The Law of fin hath 


 notinitſelf a moral dominion , it hath nor a right- 


ful dominion or authority over any man , bur it 
hath that which is equivalent unto it; whence it 
is ſaid Gaomraeey,toreign as a King, Rom. G. 12.and 
xverwery to Lord it, or. have dominion', ver. 14s 
aSa Law in general is ſaid io have, chap. 7. 1. But 
becauſe it hath loſt uts complete domrnion , inrefe- 
rence unto Believers, of whom alone we ſpeak, I - 
ſhall not inſiſt upon it in this urmoſt exrent of its 
power. 'Bur even 4x them it is a Law ſtill, though 


not a Law wnta them ; yet , as was ſaid, it is a 


"Lxw : them; Andhough it have not a complete, 
and as it were a 75g hrfwd dominion oyer them, yer- 
It will have a domrnatiov 50 fame things inthem. 
I is ſtilta Law , and'that in them; ſo: that all its 


aQtings are the aRtings of a Law ; that is, it ats_ 
with power, th it have loſt its complete 
power of ruling in them; Though it be weakened, 
yet its nature is not chavged. I.45 a Law ftill , and 
therefore powerful. Ard as its particular workings 


-( which. we ſhall afrerwards (conſider ) are the 


ground of this Appellation,ſo the term it ſelf ieach- 
-eth' us ingeneral , what we are co expect from it, 


and whar endeavours it will uſc For dominion , to 
which it hath been accuſtomed, -, 
Secondly , A-Law , as a Law, bath an efficacy 


t6 provoke thoſe that are obnoxious unto ir. unto 


the things that ir requireth, A Law hath Rewards 


and Puniſhments necompanying of it. Theſe ſe- 
: - 


cretly 


T4- Indweltino-Sin a Law; 


cretly preyail on them to vihom they are propo- 
fed , though the things commanded be not much 
deſirable,” And generally ail Laws have their effi- 
cacy on the minds of men , from the Rewards and 
Puniſhments that are arnexed unto. th:m. Nor 1s 
this -Law without this- ſpring. of power : it hath 
its rewards and puniſhraents.” The pleaſures of {in 
are' the rewards of fin; a reward that moſt men 
loſe * their ſouls to obtain. By _ this the Law of 
fia', conrended in-eofes againſt rhe Law of grace, 
Heb. 't1. 25, 26, He choſe rather to ſuffer affiitions 
with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleaſures of 
ſin for 'a' ſeaſon; for he logked nnto the. recom- 
DAHBSCbf reward. The conteſt was: in-his:mind be- 
tween the Law'of fin-, *and the Law of grace. The 
motive'on the part-ofiche-awoffingowherewith 
1 bught r32draw:-him- over; .and -wherewith 5t 
previasdnthemen: was theweward thar' it, pro- 
poſed unto: him', nimely-[thatche Should: haw the 
prefent"enjoyment of he pleaſures of ſin, By this 
it corffevded' againſt 'the reward annexed unts the 
Law of Gtnte,/called the Recomperice of i remandl 

"By this 7ſorry +4 apt doth this! Law: keep. the 
warld #n"obetrefies i it9commandsv;And expr- 
rithce ſhe ns./of what powet-it is xorinfluenge 
the thinds of GA Jt bbw alfs Pubeifhintats char 
thre - merſ*with-£ who 1abaur to.4alt : offs 
yoke,” Whatever evil !!&Fouble' or -Uanger ib the 
world attends oſpel*6bellience ;;>whar ever) hard- 
ſhip or violence is td be offered-to' the ſenſuaF parc 
of our natyres'in 4 ſtriat* courſe of) moratication, 
ſin makes uſe of as if they ' were! puniſhments at- 
tending the negle& of iis, commands, 'By thele- ic 


prevails 


and its Power. 15 
prevails on the fearfil , who ſhall have no ſhare 
m life erernal ; Rev. 21. 8. And it is hard to fay 
by whether of theſe ; its prerended rewatds , or 
pretended puniſhments, it doth moſt preyail, in 
whether of them us greateſt ſtrength doth tie. 
By its rewards it inticeth men to fins of commiſſion; 
as they are called,; in ways and ations tending ro 
the ſatisfation of its luſts. By 1ts piniſhments it 
induceth men to the omirting of duries , a courſe . 
tending to no lefs a pernicious event than the for- 
mer. By which of theſe the Law of fin hath its 
greateſt ſucceſs in and upon. the ſouls of men , is not 
evident , and that becauſe they are ſeldom or never 
ſeparated , bur equally take place on the ſame per- 
ſons, Bur this is certain , that by tenders and pro- 
miſes of the pleaſures of fin' on the one hand , by 
threats of rhe deprivation of all ſenſual content= 
ments ; and the infliction of temporal evils on the 
other, it hath an exceeding efficacy on the minds 
of men, oftentimes of Believers themſelves; Unleſs ]. 
a man be prepared to reje& the reaſonings that 
will ofter themſelves from the one and the other 
of theſe, there is no ſtanding before the pawer of 
this Law; The world falls before them every day: 
With what deceit and violence they are urged 
and impoſed on the minds of men , we ſhall after- 
wards declare; as alſo what adyantages they 
have to prevail upon thetn; Look on the gene=- 
rality of men, and you,ſhall find them wholly by 
theſe means at fins diſpoſal. Do the profits and 
pleaſures of fin lie before them , nothing can with- 
hold them from reaching after them. Do diffi- 
eulties and inconyeniencies attend the duties of the 
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Goſpel, they will have nothing to do with them 
and ſo are wholly given up to the Rule and Domi- 
nion of this Law. - . = 

- And this light in general we have into the power 
and efficacy of Indwelling-ſin from the general na- 
ture of a Law”, whereof it is partaker. . 

We may conlider nextly what kind of Law in 
particular it is., which will farther evidence thar 
 Ppowerof it, which we are enquiring after. Ir is 

- Not an outward , written, commanding , direfting 
Law , but an inbred , working, impelling , urging 
Law. A Law propoſed unto us , is not to be com- 
pared for efficacy to a Law inbred in us. Adam 
had a Law of fin propoſed to him in his temptation, 
but becauſe he had no Law of Sin #zbred and work- 
ing in him, he might have withſtood it. An 57:- 
bred Law muſt needs be effetual. Ler us take 
an example from that Law , which is contrary to 
this Law of Sin. The Law of God, was atfirſt ;n- 
bred and natural unto man, it was Concreated with 
his faculties, and was their rettitude both in being 
and operation in reference to his end of living un- 
to God, and glorifying of him. Hence it had an 
eſpecial power in the whole ſoul, ro enable it un- 
' toall obedience, yea, and ro make all obedience 
_ eaſe and pleaſant. Such is the power of an inbred 
. Jaw. And though this Law as to the rule and domi- 
_ 101 of it', be now by nature caſt out of the ſoul, 
. Yer the remaining ſparks of it , becauſe they are 
inbred, are very powerful and effe&ual, as the 
' Apoſtledeclares, Rom. 2. 14, 15. Afcerwards God 
 renews.this Faw,and writes it in Tables of Stone; 
| but, what is the efficacy of this Law ; will it now 

a as 


and its Power. I7... 


as it is external , and propoſed unto men enable 
them co perform the things that it exats and re- 
quires ? not at all. God knew it would not , un- 
leſs it were turned to an internal Law again , that 
is untill of a moral outward rule, it be turned 
into an inward real principle. Wherefore God 
makes his Law internal again , and implants it on 
the heart as it was-at firſt , when he intends to 
give it power to produce obedience in his people, 
Jer. 31.31, 32, 33-1 will put my Law in their in- 
ward parts, and write it in their hearts. This 1s 
that which God fixeth on , as it were upon a diſ- 
covery of the inſufficiency of an outward Law lea- 
ding men unto Obedience. The' written Law, 
ſaith he , will notdo it , Mercies and Dclivetances 
from diſtreſs will not effect ir, Trials and Actions 
will not accompliſh it ; then ſaith the Lord , will 
I take another courſe; I will turn the written Law, 
into an snternal living Principle , in their hearts, 
and that will have ſuch an efficacy, as ſhall aſſured- 
ly make them my People, and keep them ſo. Now 
ſuch is this Law of Sin, it 1s an /ndwelling-Law, 
Rom. 7. 17. It is ſin that dwelleth in me , ver, 20, 
Sin that dwelleth in me, ver. 21. 1t is preſent with 
me,ver. 23. It is in» my Members, yea,lt is ſofar in 
a man,as in ſome ſenſe it is ſaid ro be the man him- 
ſclf, ver, 18. 1 know that in me , that is in mn feſb 
there dwelleth no good thing, The fleſh,which is the 
Seat and Throne of this Law, yea , which indeed is 
this Law,is in ſome ſenſe the man bimſelf,as Grace 
alſo is the tiew man, Now from this confiderati- 
on of it, that it is an ſnawelling-Law inclining and 
moving to ſin » as aft inward babir or Principle , ic 

* B4 hath - 
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hath ſundry advantages increaſing its ſtrength and 
fartheting its power. As, 

Firſt, It alwayes abies in the foul, it is never ab- 
ſent. The Apoſtle twice uſeth thar expreſſion, it 
dwelleth in me, There is its conſtant reſidence and 
habitation, If ir came upon the ſoul only at cer- 
tain ſeaſons , much obedience might be perfetly 
accompliſhed in its abſence, Yea, and as they deal 
with uſurping Tyrants , whom they intend to thruſt 
out of a City, the gates might be ſometimes ſhur 
againſt ir, that it might not return. The ſoul might 
fFortifie 1t ſelf againſt it. But rhe ſoul 1s its home, 
there it dwells, and is no wanderer. Where eyer 
vou are, whatever you are about , this Law of Sin is 
alwayes #7 you. In the beſt that you do, /and in the 
worſt, Men little conſider what a dangerous com- 
panion is alwayes at home with them, When they 
are in Company , when alone, by night or by day, 
all\is one, fin is with them, There 1s a living coal 
continually in their houſes, which if ic be nor 
looked unto , will fre them , and it may be conſume 
then; O the woful ſecurity of poor ſouls! How 
little do the moſt of men think of this zbred Ene- 
my , that is never from home ! How little for the 
molt part doth the watchſulneſs of any Profeſſors 
anſwer the danger of their ftate and condition, 

Secondly, lr is alwayes ready to apply it ſelf to 

ry end. and purpoſe that it ſerves unto. It doth 
not only dwell :n'me , faith the Apoſtle , but when 
1 would do good, it is preſent with me : There is 
ſomewhar more inthar expreſſion, than meer n- 
dwelling. At Inmate -may dwell in an Houle, and 
yet. not be alwayes” m<dling with' what "the g60d 

: TTIEW: 
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Snan of the houſe hath to do , ( that ſo we may keep 
Ro the alluſion of ndwelling , uſed by the Apoſtle. ) 
Bur itis ſo with this Law, it doth ſo dwe/ in us, 
*gs that it will be preſent with #5 in every thing we 
Yo, yea , oftentimes when with moſt earneſtneſs we 
Wcfire to be quir of it , with moſt volence i will pur 
$ (c1f upon us : When I would do good, it 1s preſent 
7th me, Would you pray, would you hear, would 
Fou give Alms , would you meditate , would you 
Sc in any duty ating faith on God, and love to- 
Wards him , would you work righteouſneſs ; would 
Fou reſiſt ternptarions , this troubleſome perplexing 
Þ:dweller will fill more or lefs put it ſelf upon 
You, and be preſent with you ; ſo that you cannor 
erfetly and compleatly accompliſh the thing thar 
good , as our Apoſtle ſpeaks, wer. 18, Sometimes 

en by hearkning to their remptations , do ſtir up, 
cite and provoke their luſts ; and no wonder if 
jen they find them preſent and ative, Bur it will 

> ſo, when with all our endeavours we labour ta 
free from them. This Law of Sin dwells in us, 
Wat is, it adheres as a depraved principle unto our 
#7145 in, darkneſs, and vanity , unto our Aﬀections 
W ſenſuality , unco our wills in a loathins of, and 
rerſation from that which is good, and by ſome, 
ofe, or all of theſe, is continually purting ir 
if upon us, ip inclinations , motions, or ſuggeſti- 

$ to evil , when we would be moſt gladly quit 


ir, 
J Thirdly , It being an indwelling-Law, it applyes 
(elf ro, jts work with great facility and eafineſs, 

e the ſin that doth {o eaſily beſet ws, Heb. 12. 1.Ir 
th a great fac:lity and galinels ih the application of 

ic 


30 _ MIndwelling-Sin a Law, . 
It ſelf unto its work ; it needs no doors to be ope- # 
ned unto it, it needs no Engines to work by. The 5 
foul cannot apply it ſelf ro any duty of a man , bur © 
it muſt be by the exerciſe of thoſe facwities where- 'Þ 
in this Law hath its refidence, Is the Underſtan- 7 
ding or the 14d to be applyed unto any thing ? } 
there it js in ignorance, darkneſs , vanity , folly, ! 
madneſs, Is the W:# to be engaged , there it isallo | 
in ſpiriiuil deadneſs, Rtubborneſs , and rhe toots of | 
obſtinacy? Is the heart and AfeQ:o7is to be ſer on | 
work , there it is in inclinations to the world, ind 
preſent things, and ſenſuality, with ptoneneſs to all 
manner of defilements ? Hence ir is eaſe for it ro 
inſinuate it ſelf into all that we do, and to hinder 
all chat is good, and to furcher all fin and wicked- 
neſs. It hath an intimacy , an inwardneſs with the 
ſoul, and therefore in all that we do, doth eafily 
beſet us. It poſſefſeth thoſe very faculties of the 
ſoul , whereby we muſt do, what we do, whart ever 
it be,good or evil. Now all theſe advantages it hath | 
aSitis a Law , as an Indwelling-Law which-mani- &Þ a; 
feſts its power and eificacy, It is alwayes reſident MW 
in the ſoul, ir puts its (ſcliupoa all irs aQings, and MF x4 
that with eafineſs and facility,” | * 
This is that Law which the Apoſtle affirms,that FF « 
he found in himſelf , this is the ricle that he gives MY 
unto the powerful and effeRual remainders of In- 
dwelling-Sin, even in Bgſjevers, and theſe general WF ig 


evidences of irs power Fom ith:t Appellation have MW {1 
we, Many there are in the world, who fird not this 
Law in them , who whatever they have been ' { 


cayghr in the word; have not a ſpiritual ſenſe and MF ,, 
expericace cf the power'ot Indyelling-Sin,"and MI i; 
| | __ "hs that 
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SZ that becauſe rhey are wholly under the Dominion 
T of ir. They find not that there is darkyeſs and fol- 
$ ly in their minds , becaufe they are darkneſs i 
& ſelf, and darkneſs will diſcover nothing, They 
"FIfind not deadneſs and an indiſpoſition in their 
hearts and wills ro God, becauſe they are dead 
wholly in treſpaſſes and fins. They are at peace 
with their lufts , by being in bondage unto them. 


Wow 3R 
— 


f J And this is the ftare of moſt men in the world, 
1 F which makes them wofully deſpiſe all their eter- 
- nal concernments. Whence is it that men follow 


and purſue. the world with ſo much greedineſs, 
that they -negle& Heayen, and life , and immor- 
rality for it _ day 2 Whence is it that ſome 
purſue -their ſenſuality with delight, they will 
drink, and revel , and have their ſports , let others 
ſay what they. pleaſe > Whence is it that ſo many 
live ſo unprofitably under the word , that they un- 
derftand ſo little of whar is ſpoken unto F Gray 
that they practiſe leſs of what they underſtand, 
and will-by no means be ſtirred up to anſwer the , *+ . 
mind of Godin his calls unto them ? It is all from 
this Law of Sin, and the power of it that rules and 
bears ſway in Men, thar all theſe things do pro- > 
ceed , but.irts not ſuch perſons of whom at preſent 
we particularly treat. pit 
From what hath been ſpoken, it will enſue , that 

if there be ſuch a Law in*Believers , it is doubtleſs 

their duty to find it out , to findir ſo to be. 

The morethey find its power , the leſs they will 
feel its effects. It will not at all advantage a man 
to have an hefical diſtemper., and not rodiſcoyer 
.It, a firelying ſecretly in his houſe, and notto 

know 


nn Ben nds ES Es. 3: = a RR. - 


_Q— —_—__jxyxixuiww= WW 


22 tndwelling-Sin a Law , &c. 


know it. So much as Men find of this Law in 
them , ſo much they will abhor it and themſelyes,? 
and no more, Proporcionably alſo to their diſcove.3 
of it, will be their earneſtneſs for Grace-, not» 
will it riſe higher, All watchfulneſs and d:ligence 
in obedience will be anſvrerable alſo thereunto, 
Upon this one hinge, or finding our , and experi 
encins the power and the efficacy of this Law ol 
Sin , turns the whole courſe of our lives. Ignorance 
of it breeds ſenſleſneſs, careleſneſs, ſloth , ſecurit 
and pride, all which the Lords foul abhors. Erup 
tions into great , open , conſcience- waſting , ſcanda 
lous fins , are from want of a due ſpiritual conſide 
tation of this Law, Enquire then how ut is wit 
your ſouls, what do you find of rhis Law , what 
experience have you of its power and efficacy? Dt 
you find it dwelling in you, alwayes preſent with 
you, exciting it {clf, or purting forth its poiſon wit 
taciliry and eafineſs , at all rimes , in all your duties 
when you would ds good ? what humiliation , what 
felf-abaſement , what intenſnefs in prayer, what dili- 
gence , what watchtulneſs doth this call for art you 
hands > What ſpiritual wiſdom do you ſtand in need 
of 2 What ſupplies of Grace , what aſjiſtance of rhe 
Holy Ghoſt will be hence alſo diſcovered? I fear we 
have few of us a diligence proportionable to ot? 
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CHAP, III, 


no he Seat or ſubje(? of the Law of Sin. The 
& Heart, What meant thereby. Properties of 
WY the Heart aspoſſeſſedby fin. Unſearchable. 
Peceitful, whence that Deceit ariſeth, Im- 
A - provements of theſe Conſiderations. 
Aving manifeſted [ndyge[ing-S;nwhereof we 
treat in the xgemainders of it 1n Beljevers.,to be 
Law, and eyinced in general , the power of .ir 
from thence , we ſhall now proccede to give parti- 
ptar inſtances of its efficacy and advantages, from 
lome things that generally relate unto'it as ſuch. 
And etteſe At three. Firſt , Its ſea a ſubjeQ; 
. Its ratural properties; and Thirdly, Its 
WET io and ma fel hay thertsf , Which FRG 
pally we aimat,and ſhall attend. _ 
. . Firſt, For, tlic, Szat and ſubje of this Law of 
Sin”, the Scripture every; where aligns it ro beth 
e/Y heart. There /uf reling-Sin Keeps its eſpecial reft- 
helll gence... It bat SIO fd" pg effed whe Thrors 
rel 9f- God himſelf, Ecclel.g. 3. Madneſs is 5n the beart 


(of of men whileſtthey live. This is their madvefs. 
the xogt of 4 t kg ee which appears in hel 


theughts , Myrdtrs eo Adulteries , Fqrnication. 
Pl Theft falls Witheſo, Blalphewmics, &4, Thereatl 
oy outward. LEMPLarions ad Provocations rhat 
befall men, which excite and ſtir ther up unto theſs 
evils, But,they do but as it were , open the ye 
Hg | an 


15- 19..Oxt of the beart proceed of 
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and let out what is laid up and ftored in it. The! 

root , riſe, and ſpring of all theſe things is in the 
heart. Temptations and occaſions put nothing in- 
toa man, but only draw out what was in him be-'% 

fore, Hence is that ſummary deſcription of the } 

whole work and effe& of this Law of fin,Gen. 6, 5. ; 
Every imagination of the thoughts of Mans heart is 
only evil continually ;, Soallo , Chap. 8. 21, The 
whole workof the Law of Sin , from irs firft riſe, 
us firſt coyning of atual fin, is here deſcribed; 
and its fear, its work-lwuſe, is ſaid to be the ber. | 
And ſoit is called by our Saviour,The evil treafure 
of the heart,Luke 6,45. An evil man,ont of the evil 
treaſure of bis heart , bringeth forth evil things, 
This treaſure is the prevailing principe of moral 
ations that is in men. $0 in the begirining of the 
Verſe, our Saviour calls Grace the good rreaſhre of 
the heart of a good man, whence that which is —_ 
doth proceed.lt is a principle conftantly and abun- 
entlyincicing and ſtirring up unto,and conſequent- | 
y: bringing forth aRions conformable , and like 
unto it , of the ſame kind and. nature with irs ſelf, | 
And ic 1s Tv a freaſwrs for ts abundance, Ir | 

will never becxhauſted, itisnot waſted by mens 
Ipending on it; yea, the/more laviſts men are ofthis 
ſtock, the more they draw obt of this treaſure, the 
more it grows and abounds; As men do not ſpend 
their Grace, but incteaſe it by its exerciſes, no 
more do- they their rnyeling-Sin The more 
men exetcile their, Grace Mm» duties of obedience, 
the more it is tretigthened andencreafed, Andrhe 
more men exert and put forth'the-fryirs of their 
luſt, the more is that' enraged and —_ in 
them, 
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I them. Ic feeds upon its ſelf, ſwallows upits own ;, 
A poyſon, and grows thereby. The-more men fin, 
*®the more are they inclined unto fin. Ir is from 
YFrhe deceirfulneſs of this Law of Sin , whereot we 
ſhall ſpeak afterwards at large , that men perſwade 


themafclves, that by this or that parricular fin, they 
ſhall ſo ſarisfie their luſts , as that they ſhall need to 
fin no more, Every fin increaſeth the principle, 
and fortifieth the habit of inning, It 1s an evs{ 
treaſure that increaſeth by doing evil, And where 
doth this treaſure lye ? It 1s in the heart, there. it is 
laid up, there it is kept in ſafety. All the men in. 


= the world , all the Angels in Heaven , cannot dif- 


poſſeſs a man of this ireaſure, it is ſo ſaſely Rored 
in the heart. 

The heart in the Scripture is variouſly uſed.. 
Sometimes for the mind and underſtanding; ſome- 
rimeMor the wi# , ſomerimes for the AﬀeBions, 
ſometimes for the Conſcience ;, ſometimes for the 


$ whole ſoul. Generally it denotes the whole ſeal of 


»an,and all the faculties of ir, not abſolutely,bur as 
they areal] cne principle of moral operations, asthey | 
all concurr in our doing good or evil, The mind. 
as it enquireth , diſc:rneth., and judgeth what. is: 
tp be done,whar refuſed, the WR, as t chuſech, or 
refuſeth, and avoids; the AfeB1ons as they like or 
d:ſtke, cleave to , or have an averſation from that 
which is propoſed to them ; the conſcience as ic. - 
warns , and determines, are all rogether called the 
beart, And in this ſenſe it is that we ſay the ſeat 
and ſubje of this Law of Sin. is the beare of man. 


: ag we may add , that the Scripture ſpeaking of 


eart , as the principle of mens good or evil 
| actions, 
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ations, doth uſually jnſinuate together with it two. * 
things belonging unto the manner of their petfor- 
mance, | , : — . . ? 
Firſt , A ſuitableneſs and pleaſingneſs unto the 
ſoul in the things that are dotie. When mtn rake 
delight, and are pleaſed in and with whar they do, 
they are ſaid to do it heartily with their whole © 
hearts. Thus when God himfelf blefſerh his Pev- 
ple in love and delight , he ſayes , he goth ir wich. © 
hiss whole heart ,and his whole ſoul, Jer, 32.41. 
Secondly, Reſglutionand conſtancy in fuch aRi-_ ' 


ons: And this alfo'is denoted in the' Metaphorical, >: 


expreſſion before vfed ofa Treaſure, from wherice* 


metrdo canſtantly take our the things which either 2 


they ſtand in need of, or do intend to uſe. a 
This is the ſubjcR , the ſeat , the dwelling place i; 
this Law of Sin. The heart as it is the entire, 

principle of moral operations, cf doing gagd or * 

evil, as*Ont of it proceed good or evil, Here. 

IT eve « This is the Fort, the Cirradel. 

oPt 

painft God all our dxyes. Sonierifnes it'Hach'more 

wth , and conſequently mote fucceſs'; ſometi» | 

meS&fefs of the one, and of the vther, but is allvayes* Þ 

ons whileſt welive, © <2 4 

2*Fhar we may in.our paſſage,cake'x"litrle view 

c_ 'ftrengrh' and” power off fin from rhis ſeat 

md filbjeR ofir, we may conſider gone of two pro-. 

pernies, of the heart that exceedingly contribute 

thereumo. Tt is like" an Piegny wat , whoſe. | 
d power , Tye, riot only 1p his #lmbers, | 


TN of Arms , but alſo in the'uncon»., 
orts thac he doth poſſe." Arid ſuch i 
} STE (i + +3 the 


ah tte 


Tyrant', where it maintains/a. rebellion MW: 
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Y the beart to this enemy of God and our ſouls , as 
3 will appear from the properties of it , whereof one 
® or two ſhall be mentioned. 
3 Firſt, It is #nſearchahle. Ferri 17. 9, 10. Who can 
J know the heart? I the Lord ſearchit. The heart of 
man is pervious to God only , hence, he takes the 
F honour of ſearching the heart ro be as peculiar ty 
himſelf, and as fully declaring him to be God , as 
I any other glorious Attribute of his Nature. We 
Y know not the hearts of one another, we know not 
Four own hearts as we ought. Many there are that 
"2 know not their hearts as to their general bent and 
- 3diſpoſirion, whether it be good or bad, fincere and 
: x ſound, of corrupt and naught , but no one know- 
\ Hcth all the ſecrer 5ntrigues, the windings and turn- 
Jings, the aQings atid averſations of his own heart. 
Hath any one the perfect meaſure of his own light. 
Y and darkneſs 3. Can any one know what aQings 
FJ of chuſing or averſation his Will will bring forth, 
- upon the propoſal of that endleſs variety. of ob- : 
© j<ts that it is-to be exerciſed with * Can any : 
F one traverſe the various . mutability of his affe&i- 
Zons? Do the ſecret ſprings of ating and refuſi 
Fin the ſoul , lie beforethe eyes of any man? Dot 
any one know what will be the motions. of rhe 
mind or will, in ſuch and ſuch conjunRions of 
things ? Such a ſuiting of objects, ſuch a pretenſion 
of reaſonings , ſuch an appearance of things de- 
 . Wſfirable? All in heaven and earth but the Tnfinite 
" FAll-ſceing God, are utterly - ignorant of theſe. 
things, In this unſcarchable heart dwells the Law 
of {in , and much of its ſecurity, and conſe 


, ently 
; Wof irs ſtrength, lies in this,thar iris paſt car allag 
| | TS 


* . 
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out, We fight with an enemy whoſe ſecret frength 


we cannot diſcover, whom we cannot follow 1nto 
Its retirements. Hence oftentimes , when we are 
ready to think fin quite ruined , after a while we 
find'it was bur out of fight. It hath coverts and 
retreats in an #nſearchable heart , whither we can- 
not purſue it, The Toul may perſwade it ſelf all is 
well, when ſin may be ſafe in the hidden darkneſs 
of the mind, which 'ris impoſiible that he ſhould 
look into, for what ever makes manifeſt is //ghr. 
It may ſuppoſe the will of ſinning is utterly taken 
away, when yet there is an unſearchable reſerve 
for a more ſuitable obje&t , a more vigorous tem- 
' pration than at preſent it is tried withal, Hath a 
man hada conteſt with any luſt , and a bleſſed vi- 
ory over it by the holy Ghoſt , as to that preſent 
tal ; when he thinks it is utterly expelled, he cre 
long finds that it was but retired out of fight. Ir 


can lie fo cloſe in the minds darkneſs , in the wills 


indiſpoſition, in the diſorder and carnalicy of the 


affe&ions, that no eye can diſcover it. The beſt of ; 


our wiſdom is but to watch its firſt appearances, 
to catch its fiſt #andey-earth heavingsand workings 
and to ſer our ſelves in oppoſition to them ; for to 
follow ir into the ſecret corners of the heart , thar 
we carinot do.” Tt'1s true , thefe is yet arelief in 


this caſt”, namely that he ro whom the work of | 


deftr6ying the Law of fin , and body of death in 


uz 1s principally committed , namely the. holy 


Ghoſt, comes with his Ax to thevery root, neither 
is there any.thing in an unſearchable heart thar is 
not open anl njked untohim, Heb, 4. 12. But.we 
ina way of duty may hence ſce what an cnemy we 
_ baveto deal withall, == Secondly, 
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Secondly, As it is unſearchable,(o it is decerful, 
* as in the place above mentioned , it is decesrful 
® above all things ,incomparably ſo. There is great 
3 deceit in the dealings of men in the world , great 
F intheir counſels and contrivances 1n reference to 
their affairs private and publick ; great deceit in 
their words and atings : the world is full of deceit 
and fraud, But all this is nothing to the decert that 
is in mans heart rowards himſelf , for that is che 
meaning of the expreſſion in this place , and not 
*Z towards others. Now incomparable deceitfulneſs, 
2 added to wnſearchableneſs , gives a great addition 
2 and encreaſe of trength tothe Law of fin, upon 
% the account of its ſeat and ſubje&. I ſpeak nor yet 
of the deceirfulneſs of fin ir ſelf , burthe deceitful» 
neſs of the heart whgge it is ſeared. Prov, 26. 25. 
There are ſeven abominations in the heart, that is, 
not only many , but an abſolute complete number, 
as ſeven denotes : and oy are ſuch abominations 
as conſiſt in deceitfulneſs;ſo the caution fore-going 
infinuates, Truſt him rot, for it is only decert thar 
$ ſhould make us rot to truſt in that degree and 
# mecafure whieh the obje& is cabableiof, # 99 
5 Now this deceirfulneſs of the heaft ,. whereby» » 
it is exceedingly advantzyed in its harbouring of ©. 
ſio , lies chiefly in theſe two things, pv an 
| Firſt, That it aboutids in conty adif&vns,{o that it * 
1s not to be found and dealt withall-according to 
any conſtant rule , and way of procedure. e 
are ſome men that bave much of this from their 
natural conſtitution, ox from other cauſes in their 
converſation. They ſeem to be made up of contra» 
ations , ſometimes to be yery wiſe in their affairs, 
| C2 ſometimes 


, Lb 
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fometimes very fookſh, very open ,-and very re- 
feryed ; very faczle, and very obſtinate; very caſte 
to be entreared , and very rrexenpgeful , all ina re- 
markable height.” This 1s generally accounted a 
bad character, and is ſeldom found bur when it 
proceeds from» ſome notable* predominant luft. 
Bur in general, -in reſpect of moral good or evil, 
duty or fin, .1t. 1s ſo with: the heart of every man, 
flaming hot , and key cold , weak , and yer ſtub- 
born, obftinate; and facile, The frame of the heart 
15 ready to contradrtt it ſelf every moment. Now 
you would think you had it all for ſuch a frame, 
fych a way ;: anon it is quite otherwiſe : fo thac 
none know whiat to expet from it. The riſe of 
. this isthe diſorder that is brought upon all its fa- 
cylnies by (in, God created thym all in a perfect 
harmoity and union.. The Mind and Reaſon were 
in-perfe&t ſubje&tion. and ſubordination to God, 
_ anddbjs Will; che. Will anſwered in its choice of 
good-; the diſcovery -made of it by the mind , the 
AﬀeRiens conſtantly and evenly followed the Un- 
derftanding and Will. The minds ſubjetion to 
God was the ſpring of the orderly and karmont- 
ow motion of the ſoul, and all the wheels in it. Thar 
bang: difturbed by fin', $e reſt of the faculties 
move-crols and contrary one to-another; tie Will 
chuferfy not-the good which the Mind diſcovers, 
the :Aﬀe@ions: delight not inthat which the Will |} 
chuſeth!, but all jar and interfere , croſs and rebel 
againſt each other, This we'thaye: got by' our - 
falling from God:Hence ſometimes the Will leads, 
the:Judgment follows. Yea ,- commonly the At- 
tections that ſhould attend upon all , ger the ſo- 

= vereigntY, 


e 
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* vereignty , and draw the whole-ſoul captive afrer 
3 them, And hence it is, as I ſaid, that the heart 1s 
®* made up of ſo many _contradittions 1n-irs actings, 
;} Sometimesthe mind retains ics ſovereignty , and 
Z the affections arc in ſubjeion, and the will ready 

for its dury. This puts a good face upon things, 
Immediately the rebellion of che atiections, or the 
obſtinacy of the will rake place agd prevail , and 
the whole Scene is changed. This, I ſay , makes 
the heart deceirful above all things ; it agrees nor 
at all in it ſelf , is not conſtant to it lelf , hath no 
Z order that it is conſtant unto , 1s under no certain 
2 conduc that is ſtable , but if I may ſo ſay, hath 2 
* rotation in it ſelf, where ofc-times the feet lead and 
; guide the whole, 

Secondly , Its deceit lies in its full promiſings 
upon the firſt appearance of things. And this allo 
proceeds from the ſame prineiple with the former, 
Sometimes the affeQions are rouched and wrought 
upon, the whole heart appears in a fair frame, all 

7 promiſeth to be well, Within a while the whole 
 & frameis changed; the mind was not at all affeRed 
 F or turned, the affections a little ated their 
# parts and are gone off, and all the fair promiſes of 
3 the heart are departed with them. Now add this 
acceitfulneſs ro the unſearchableneſs before men- 
tioned, and we ſhall find , that ar leaſt rhe difficul- 
; dealing effeually with fin in its ſeat and 
throne,will be exceedingly encreaſed. A deceiving 
and a deceived heart, who can deal with it?eſpecial- 
ly conſidering. thax the heart imploys all its decejrs 
unto the ſervice of fin, contributes them all to its 
furckeraffte, All the diſorder that is in the hears; 

| C 3 | al 
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all its falſe promiſes , aud fair appearances , pro- L 


mote the intereſt and advantages ot {in, Hence God 
cautions the people to look to it , left their own 
hearts ſhould entice and deceive them. 

Who can mention the treacheries and deceits 
that lie in the heart of man? Ir is nor for nothing 


that the holy Ghoſt ſo expreſſeth it, /f 3s deceirful 
above all things ; uncertain in what it doth, and | 
falſe in what 1t promifeth. And hence moreover it | 


1s, amongſt other cauſes, that in the purſuit of our 


war againſt fin, we have not only the old workto © 


go over and over , bur new work ſtil] while we 
live in this world , ftill new ſtratagems and wſtes 
to deal withall, as the manner will be where un- 


ſearchableneſs and deceitfulneſs are to be conten- 1 | 


ded with, : 


There are many other properties of this ſeat and ' 
ſy'>je& of the Law of fin , which might be infited * 


on to che. ſame end and purpoſe , but that would 


roo far divert us from our particular deſign ; and 
therefore I ſhall paſs theſe over with ſome few 2 


conſiderations. 


Never ler us reckon that our work in contend- © 
insagainſt fin, in crucifying, mortifying, and ſub- 
duing of it, is at an end, The place of its habitation 2 


1s unſearchable ,, and when we may think thar we 
have througbly won the field , rhere is Rill ſome 
reſetye remaining that we ſaw not , that we knew 
net of, Many Conquerors have been ruined by 
their carcleſneſs after a victory ; and many have 
been ſpiritually wounded after great ſuccefles 


againſt this enemy. David was ſo, his great ſur- |} 
prizal into fig was after along profeſſion, manifold 


experiences 
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| experiences of God, and watchful keeping himſelf 


from his iniquity, And hence in part hath ir come . 


>to paſs, that the profellion of many hath declined 


2 in their old age, or riper time , which muſt more 
g diſtiatly be {poken to afterwards, They have given 
FJ over the work of mortifying of {in , before their 
work was at an end. There is no way for us to pur- 


J ſve fin in its unſcarchable habitation , but by being 


$ endleſs in our purſuit. And that command of the 


1 Apoſtle which we have, Col-/. 2 « 5. on this account 
c 


is as neceſſary for them to oblerve , who are to- 


; ? wards: the end of their race, as thoſe that are but 
* at the beginning of 1t; Mortifie therefore your mem- 
© bers that are onthe earth, be always doing it whilſt 


& youlive in this world. It is true , great ground is 
RY obtained , when the work is vigorouſly and con- 


Rantly carried on ; {in.is much weakened , ſo that 
the foul preſſeth forwards towards perfeRion. 


F Bur yer the work muſt be ez4leſs, I mean whilſt we 


are in this world. If we give over , we ſhall quick- 


F | Gm this enemy exerting it felf with new 
r 


ength and vigour. It may be, under ſome great 


# affliction, it may be in ſome eminent enjoyment of 


Þ God , in the ſenſe of the ſweetneſs of blefſed com- 


munion with Chriſt, we have been ready to ſay, 
that there was an end of ſin, that it was dead and 
Sone for ever + Bur have we not found the con- 
traryby experience ? hath ic not manifeſted rhat it 
was only retired into ſome unſearchable receſſes of 
the heart , as to irs in-being and nature, though ir 
may be greatly weakened in its power 2 Let us 
then reckon on it , that there is no way to have 
our work done , but by always doing of it ; and: 

C4 he 
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he whodies fighting in this warfare,dies afſuredly., | 


a Conqueror, 

Secondly , Hath it its reſidence in that which is 
various,inconſtant, deceirful above all things, this 
calls for perpetual warchfulneſs againſt u. An open 
enemy that deals by violence only, always gives 
ſome reſpite ; you know where to have him, and 
whart he is doing , ſoas that ſometimes you may | 
ſleep quietly without fear : But againſt adver- | 
ſaries that deal by deceit and treachery , ( which 
arelong ſwords, and reach at the greateſt di- 
ſtance ) nothing will give ſecurity but perpetual 7 
watchfulseſs, It is impoſſible we ſhould in this ©: 


caſe be roo jealous, doubrful, ſuſpicious, or watch- 


ful, The heart hath a thouſand wiles and deceits, | 


and if we are in the leaſt off from our watch , we | 
may be ſure to be ſurpriſed. Hence are thoſe re- |} 
iterated commands and cautions given for watch- * 
7ng , for being circumſpect , giligent, careful, and 
the like, There is no living for them who have Y 
to deal with an enemy decertful. above all things, 3 
unleſs they perſiſt in ſuch a frame. Al] cautions that 3 
are given In this caſe are neceſſary, eſpecially that, 
remember not to believe, Doth the heart promiſe 7 
fair,reſt not an it, but ſay tothe Lord Chriſt, Lord, % 
db thou undertake for me. Dotltthe Sun ſhine fair * 
in the morning, reckon not therefore on a fair day; 
the clouds may ariſe and fall : though the morn- 
ing give a fair appearance of ſerenity and peace, 
turbulent affe&tions may ariſe , and cloud the ſoul 
with fin and darkneſs. | 
Thirdly then , commit the whole matter with 
| Wl care and diligence unto him who can A” ebb 
| earte 
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; beart tothe uttermoſt, and knows how to prevent 
$ 211 irs rreacheries and deceits. In the things before 
2 mentioned lies our duty , but here lies our ſafery. 
2 There is no treacherous corner in our hearcs, 


but he can ſearch ic to the uttermoſt , there's no 
deceit in them but he can diſappoint it. This courſe 
David takes, Pſal. 139. after he had fer forth 
the Omnipreſence of Ged , and his Ommcience, 

verſ. 8,9, 19. he makes 1 improvement of 1t, verſe 
23. Search me, O Lord, anatry me, Asithe 
had ſaid, It is but a lutle char I know of my deceit- 

ful heart , only I would be ſmcere , I would nor 


3 have reſerves for fin retained therein; wherefore 


Fe thou , who art preſent with my heart , who 
g knoweſt my.choughts long before , undertake this 
ork, perform it throughly,tor thou alone art able 
ſo to do. 

There are yet other arguments for the evidenc- 
ing of the power and ftrength of ndwell:ng-ſin 
from whence it 1s termed a Law-, which we muſt 
paſs chrough according to the order wherein betore 
we laid them down, 
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CHAP. IV. 


Fndwellins- Sin Enmity againſt God, Thence 


its power. Admits of no peace mor reſt; Is 
a24nft God himiſelf , Acts it ſelf in aver- 3, 
ſation ſrom God, ani propeniity to Evil. 
1s Univerſal. To all of God. In all of Yi 


the foul l Conſtant. 


X | 
'T E have ſeen the. ſcat and ſubjefF of this # 


Law of Sin. In the next place we might 
take a view of its nature in general , which alſo 
will manifeſt its power and efficacy.. But this I 


thall not enlarge upon ; it being not my buſineſs | 


TY 
- 

= 
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to declare the nature of Indwelling-Sin , it- hath ! 


alſo been done by others. I ſhall therefore only Me 


in reference unto our ſpecial defign'in hand, con- | 
ſider oze property of it,that belongs unto 1ts nature: 5 
. And this alwayes where ever it is. And this is | 
. that which is expreſſed by the Apoſtle, Rom. 8.7. | 
The carnal mind is enmity againſt God, that which 9 
15 here called, gewrnus + ozexts, the wiſdom of the Bi 
feſt , is the ſame with the Law of Sin , which we | 


mit on. And what ſayes he hereot > Why it is 
ix99. mers * 210y, enmity againſt God It 1s not 
only an Enemy, for ſopoſtibly ſome Reconciliation 


of it unto God might be made , but it is .Emmiry it. 


ſelf, and ſo not capable of accepting any terms of 
peace. Enemies may be reconciled , but enmity 
cannot. Yea, the only way to reconcile Enemzes, 
15 to deſtroy the exmity. So the Apoſtle in _— 

: caſe 


\ 
19 


- 


} 
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Indwellino Sin enmity azainſt God, 37 
V caſe tells us, Rom. 5. 10, We who were Enemies, 
® are reconciled unto God, that is, a work compaſſed 
-Tand brought about by the blood of Chriſt , the re- 

Fconciling of the greateſt enemies. Burt when he 
- Meomes to ſpeak of enmity,there is no way for it,but 
* Mic muſt be aboliſhed and deſtroyed , Epb. 2. 15. 
* Having aboliſhed in his fleſh the enmity : There is 
. Fnoway todeal with any enmity whatever , but by 
Fits abolition or deftruion, 

XZ - And this alſo lyes in it as it is enmity, that every 
Wpart and parcel of it, if we may ſo ſpeak , the 
Yeaſt degree of it rhat can poſtibly remain in any 
>Fne , whileſt., and where there is any thing of its 
0 ZFarure, is exmity ſtill. It may not be ſo eff:Qual 
and powerful in operation ,. as where it hath more 
tif-and vigour , but it 1s enmity ſtill. As every 
drop orpoyfon , is poyſon , and will infe&, and 
every ſpark of fire, is fire, and will burn; fo is 
every thing of the Law of Sin , the laſt, the leaſt of 

e: Wit ,it is enmity, itwill poyſon , it will burn, That 
is Fwhich is any thing 'in the abſfr a is till ſo; whilſt 
7. Wit bath any being atall. Our Apoſtle who ma 
h well beſuppoſed to have made as great ancecach 
7c {Fin the ſubduing of it ,-as any one on the earth , yet 
7e Wafrer all cryes out for deliverance , as from an srre- 
is WW concileable Enemy, Rom.7. 24. The meaneſt ating, 
ot WW the meaneſt and moſt imperceptible _— of it, 
11 WM is the atingand working of enmity. Mortification 
it - WJ abates of its force , but doth not charige its 2ature. 
of WF Grace changeth the nature of man, but nothing can 
ty I change the nature of- ſin, What ever effect be 
s, © wroughtvpon it, there is no effte&t wrought in it, bur 
er © thatic is exmzry ſtill, Gp ſtill, This then by it is 


4 
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our aſtate and condition, God is love, 1 John.4.8. 
Heis fo in himſelf, eternally excellent and deſira- 


4 


ble above all. He is ſo to #s, he is ſo inthe blood 
of his Son, and in all the inexpreſlible fruits of ir, 


by which we are what we are , and wherein all our 
future hopes and exp<Rations are wrapped up. 3 
Againſt this God we carry about us an enmity, all 3 
_ eurdayes. An enmity that hath chis from its na- 

ture, that it is incapable of cure or reconciliation, 
eſtroyed ir may be,it ſhall be, but cured it cannot 


be. If a man hath an Enemy to deal withal that i 


15 t00 mighty for him, as David had with Saul, he ? 
may take the courſe that he did; conſider whar it is 
that provoked his Enemy again him,& ſo addreſs 71 


himfelfto remove the cauſe and make up his peace, 8th 


3 Sam. 26. 19. If the Lord have ſtirred thee up 


againſt me , let him accept an Offering, but if they 
be the Children of men, curſed be they of the Lora, | 
come it from God or man, there is yet hopes of 


ace, But when a man hath enmity it ſelf ro deal 


' withal, oy is'to be expeted but continual 1 
fighting to the deſtruction of the one party. If it be 
not overcome and deſtroyed , it will overcome and 


deftroy the ſo.l. 


And her ein lyes no ſmall part of its power which F 


we are enquiring after , it Tan admit of noterms 
of peace, of no compoſition, There may be a 
compoſition , where there is no Reconciliation, 
There may be a truce where there'js no peace. But 
with this Enemy we can obtain neither the one, 


nor the other, It is never quiet conquering, nor W 


conquered , which was the only kind of Enemy 
that the famous Warriour complained of,of old. It 
4 ES > " Is 


Indwellins-Sin enmity azainff God, 79 
"Ss in vain for a man to have any expeRation of 
Feſt from his Juſt, bur by its death, of abſolute free- 
"For , bur by his own. Some in the tumultuating 
"Sf their corruprions, ſeek tor quietneſs by labouring 
Wo ſatisfie them, makzng proviſun for the fleſh to ful- 

} the luſts thereof , as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, Kom. 
3 3. 14. Thisis to aflake Fire by Wood and Oyle, 
S all the fuel in the world , ail the fabrick of the 
SFreation that is combuſtible, being caſt into the fire, 
Will not at all farisfic it , but increaſe it ,, ſo is it 
ith ſatisfa&tion given to fin by ſ{mning, it doth 
Kit inflame and increaſe. If a man will-parr with 
me of his goods' unto an enemy , ir may ſatisfie 
$Him ; but enmity will have all, and is not one whit 
e more ſatisfied, than if he had received nothing ' 
all. Like the lean Cattle that were never the 


We 

wi = (s hungry, for having devoured the fat. You can- 
of Wot bargain with the fire ro take but ſo much of 
eal Wour houſes , ye have no way but tequench it. Ir 
ual WS in chis caſe, as it is in the conteſt between a 


riſe Mani and a Fool, Prov. 29. 9. Whether be rage 
laugh, there is no reſt. What ever frame or tem- 

Wer he be in, his importunate folly makes him trou- 
leſome. It is fo with this Indw-lling-Sin , whe- 
er it rage or laugh , whether it violently tumul- 

ate, aSit will do on provocations and temprati- 
dns ; it will be outragious in the ſoul , of whether 
tr ſeem to be pleaſed and contented , to be fatis- 
ed, all is one, there isno peace, no reſt to be had- 
with it, or by it. Had it then been of any other 
ature , ſome other way might have been fixed on, 
but being it conſiſts in emzry, all the relief rhe ſoul 

aath muſt lye in is ruine, | | 
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Secondly , 1t isnot only ſaid to be erms:y, but 1t'1 | 
is ſaid to be enmity againſt God. Jt hath choſen a 3F 
great enemy indeed. 1r is in ſundry places propoled 1» 
as 'oxr Enemy , 1 Pet, 2.11. Aoftain from fleſhly > 
luſts , which warr againſt the ſoul. They are ene-} 
' Mies to theſoul, that is , to our ſelves. Sometimes FF 
as an Enemy to the Spirit thar is in- us , The fle-ſv i 
Luſteth or fighteth againſt the Spirit, Gal. 5.17. It) | 
fights againſt the Spirit , -or the Spiritual pronciple Þ 
that is in us,to conquer it;it fights againſt our ſouls? 
todeſtroy them. Ir hath ſpecial ends and deſigns J 
againſt our ſouls,andagainſt the principle of Grace? 
that is in us, but its proper formal object is God," * 
it is enmity againſt God. Ir is irs work to oppole 
Grace, it isa conſequent of its work to oppoſe our 
ſouls , which follows upon whart ir doth, more than] 
what it intends , bur its nature and formal deſign! 
15 to oppoſe God ; God as the Law-giver , Gud as} 
holy, God as the Author of the Goſpel, a way of! 
ſalvation by Grace,and not by works, is the diret 
objet of the Law of Sin. Why doih it oppoſe | 
duty , ſo that the good we would do , we do not, # 
either as to matter or manner ? Why doth it render 7 
the ſoul carnal , indiſpoſed , unbelieving , unſpiri- * 
tual, weary, wandring ? It is becauſe of ics enmity Wy 
to God, whom the ſoul-aims to have communion 
withal in duty. It hath as it were that command. 
from Satan , which the Aſyrians had fromtheir 
King, Fight neither with ſmall nor great, ſave only 
with the King of Iſrael, 1 Kings 2.2.31.1Itis neither 
nor {mail, but God bimſelf,the King of Iſrael, 
that fan ſets it ſe!f againſt. There lyes the ſecret 
formal reaſon of all its oppofition. r0 good , even 
Fc, becauſe 
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In lwelling-Sin enmity againſt God, 41 
+ i {becauſe it relates unto God, May 4 road, a trade, 
n z 8 way of duties be ſer up , where communion with 
Fr God is not aimed at, bur only the duty it (elf, as is 
11, bc manner of men in molt of their luperſticious 
40 FW orſhip , the oppoſition that will lye againſt it 
\es WF-0m the Law of Sin will be very weak , eaſie and 
-(b| zentle, Or.as the Aſſyrians becauſe of his ſhew of 
It 


z King , aſſaulred Teboſapbat, but when they found 
hat it was not Ahab ,” they turned back from pur- 
uing of him. Becauſe there is a ſhew and appear- 
nce of the Worſhip of God , ſin may make head 
Saint it at firſt , but when the duty cryes out in 
he heart, that indeed God 1s not there , Sin turns - 


ple2 
uls! 
Zn! 
ace ** 


0G) N ray to ſcek out its proper Enemy , even God 
*'- himſelf elſewhere. And hence do many poor 
oy. reatures ſpend their dayes in diſmal tiring Super- 


Micions , without any great relutancy from wich- 
1g Fn , when others cannot be ſuffered freely to watch 
vith Chriſt in a ſpiritual manner one hour. 
\nd.it is no wonder that men fight with carnal 
weapons for their Superſtitious Worlhip withoar, 
When they have no fighting againſt it withzz, For 
deck od isnot init ; and the Law of Sin makes not 

- Oppoſition tg any duty , but to God in everydurty. 
'tt- JT his is vur ſtate and condition , all the oppoſition 
ry What ariſeth in us unto any thing thar is ſpiritually 
101 Wood , whether ic be from darkneſs in the mind, 


vr averſation in the will , or floth in the AﬀeRions, 

the ſecret arguings and reaſonings that are in 
b he ſoul in purſuit of them , the dire&t obje&t of 
3 hem is God himſelf. The enmity lyes inſt 
"5 {W-:7: , which conſideration ſurely ſhould —_—_ 
; to a perpetual conſtant watchfulneſs oyer our 
 \(- "_ Ic 
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It is thus alſo in reſpe& of all propenſity unto 
fin, as well as averſation from God. Ir 1s God 
himſelf that is aimed at, Ir is true , the pleaſures, 
the wages of fin do greatly influence the fenſual 
carnall affe&tions of men ,' bur it is the Helineſs 
and Authority of God), that fin it ſelf rifes up 
againſt: Ir hates the yoke of the Lord ; Thou baſt 
been weary of me , ſaith God to ſinhers , and that 
during their performance of abundance of qduries., 
Every a& of fin is a fruit of Big weary of God. 
Thus Fob tells us , whart lyes at the botrom in the 
heart of finners , they ſay to the Lord , depart from 
#5 , it is enmity againſt him and averſation from 
him. Here lyes the formal nature of every fin, it is 
an oppoſition to God, a caſting off his yoke,a brea- 
king off the dependance which the Creature ought* 
to have on the Creator. And the Apoſtle, Rom. 8, 
7, gives the reaſon why he affirms the carnal mind 
ro be enmity againſt God; namely, becaule it 15 ot 
ſubjel$ to the will of God, nor indeed can be. Tt ne- 
ver is, nor will, nor can be ſubje&t to God, its 
whole nature confifting in as oppoſition to him. 
The ſoul wherein it is, may be fubjeR to the Law 
of God, but this Law of Sin ſets up in contrariety 
unto it, and will not be in ſubjetion. 

To manifeſt a little farther the power of this 
Law of Sin from this property of its nature, that 
It is enmity againſt God , one or two inſeparable 
Adjun&s of it may be conſidered , which will far- 
ther evince it, x; : 

Firft, It ts aniverſal,Some contentions are botm- 

unto fome particular concernments , this is 
about onething, that about another, It 1s - ſo 
ere; 
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Inawelling-Sin enmity againſt God, 43 
here; the enmity is abſolute and zniverſal, as are 
all enmities that are grounded in the nature of 
the things themſelves, Such enmity is againſt the 
whole kind of that which. is its objet. Such is 
this enmiry ; for Firſt, It-js Vntverfalto all of 
God, and Secondly , It is Univerſal in all of 
the ſoul. ba 

Firſt, It is #niverſal to all of God, If there were 
any thing of God, his nature, properties, his mind 
or will, his Law or Golpel, any duty of obedience 
to him , of communion with him, that ſin had not 
an enmity againſt , the ſoul might have a conſtanc 
ſhelter and retreat within it ſelf, by applying ir 
ſelfto that of God, to that of duty rowards him 
to that of communion with him , that fin would 
make no oppoſition againſt, But the enmity lyes 
againſt God , and al of God , and every thing 
wherein or whereby we have todo with him. It is 
þ not ſubje& to the Law, nor any part nor partel, 
word or tittle of the Law. Whatever is oppoſite to 
. any thing as ſuch, is oppoſite unto all of it. Sin is 
; enmity to God as God, and therefore to all of 
, God, Not his Goodnefs, not his Holineſs, nor his 
Mercy, not his Grace, not his Promiſes : There is 
not any thing of him, which it doth not make head 
againſt , nor any duty , private , publick , in the 
heart , in external works , which it oppoſerth not. 
, And the mearer (if I may ſo ſay) any thing is to 
God,the greater is its enmity unto ir. The more of 
ſpiritualicy and holineſs is in any thing, the greater 
Is its enmity. That which hath moſt of God, bath 
moſt of its oppoſition. Concerning them in whom 
this Law is predominant, God ſayes, Te have ſet at 

_— SO naughe 
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" 44 JTndwelling-Sin enmity againſt God, 
naught all my counſel , and you would bave none of | 
my reproof ,. Prov. 1.25. Not this or that part of 
Gods counſel , his mind'or will is oppoſed , but all 
"bis counſel , whatever he calleth for , or guideth 
. unto, in every particular of it , all is ſe at naught, 
and nothing ot his reproof attended unto. A man 
would think it not yery ſtrange that fin ſhould 
maintain an enmity againſt God 1n his Law, which 
comes to judge it , to condemn it ; bur it raiſeth a 
greater enfnity againſt him in his Goſpel , wherein 
he tenders mercy and pardon,as a deliverance from 
It, and that meerly becauſe more of the glorious I c 
properties of God nature , more of his excellencies 
and condefcenſion , is manifeſted therein , than in 
the other. 

Secondly,It is univerſal in all of the ſoul, Would 
this Law of Sin have contented ir ſelf to have ſub- 
dued any one faculty of the ſoul , would it have 
left any one at-liberty , any one affeCtion free from 
its yoke and bondage, it might poflibly have been 

. with more eaſe oppoſed , or ſubdued. But when 
| Chriſt comes with: his ſpiritual power upon the 
foul to conquer it to himſelf, he hath no quiet 
landing place. He can fer foot on no ground but 
what he muſt fight for and conquer. Not the mind, 
not an Aﬀecion , not the will , bur all is ſecured 
againſt him. And when Grace hath made its en- 
trance , yet fin will dwell ;z at:ts coaſts. Were - 
any thing in the ſoul at perfe& freedom and liber- 
ty, there 4 ſtand might be made to drive it from 
all the ret of ts holds : But it is aniverſal, and 
- wars in the whole foul, The mind hath its own 
darkneſs 'and vanity to wreſtle with ; the will irs 
2fs own 
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I caunor ſay it is well with them who find 5: not. 


Tndwelling-S'n enmity againſt God, - a5 
own ſtubborneſs, obſtinacy and perverſnels, every 
affeRtion utsown frowardnels and averfſation from 
God, andiits ſenſualiry to ' deal withal ; ſo that 
one cannot yield relief unto one another , as they 
ought; they have as it were , their hands full 
at home, Hence it is that our knowledge is im- 
perfe& , our obedience weak , love net immixed, 
fear. not pure , delight not free and noble, ' But I 
muſt not inſiſt on theſe particulars, or I could 
abundantly ſhew how diffuſed rhis principle 
A _ againſt God is thtough the whole 
oul. 

Secondly , Hereumto might be added its co- 


ftancy. It is conſtant unto it ſelf, it wavyers not, 


it hath no thoughts of yielding or giving over, 
notwithſtanding the poweriul oppoſition that is 
made unto it both by the Law and Goſpel, as after- 
wards ſhall be ſhewed. 

This then is a third Evidence of the power of 
ſin, cakea from its nature and properties, wherein 
[ baye fixed but on one inftance for its Illuſtration, 
namely , that it is enmity againſt God , and that 
univerſal and conſtant. Should we enter upon a 
full deſcription of it , it would require more ſpace 
and time than we have allotted to this whole ſub-' 
ject, What hath been delivered might give us 
a lictle ſenſe of it, if it be the will of God, and 
ſtir us up unto watchfulneſs. What can be of a more 
{ad conſideration than that we ſhould carry about 
us conſtantly that which is enmity againſt God,and 
that not in this or that particular , but in all that ' 
he is, and in all wherein he hath revealed himſelf. 
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a6 Aver [ation from all that is Good in Sin, 
It is well with them indeed in whom ic is weakned, 
and the power of it abated. But yer for them 
who ſay it is not 5n them, they do but decervethem- 
ſelves , and there is no truth 5n them, 
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Wature of Sin farther diſcovered as it is en- | 
mity againſt God. Its averſation from all Yi 
good, opened. Means to prevent the effetts 
of it preſcribed. 


E have conſidered ſomewhat of the nature 
of Indwelling-ſim , not abſolutely , but in 
reference unto the diſcovery of its power. But this 
more cleary. evidenceth it ſelf in its attings and 
operations. Power is an aCt of life, and operation 
is the only diſcoverer of life, We know not that 
any thing lives, but by the effets and works of life, 
. And great and ſtrong operations diſcover a 
powerful and vigorous life. Such are the operations 
of this Law of ſin , which are all demonſtrations 
of its power. 
That which we have declared concerning its 
nature, is that it confifts in exmity.' Now there are 
two general heads of the working or operation of 
famity. Firſt, Averſation. Secondly, Oppoſition. 

\ Firſt , Averſaiion. Our Saviour deſcribing the 
enmity that was between himſclt and rhe Theachers 
ofthe Jews,by the effe&s of it, faith in the Prophet, 
ey foul loathed them, and their ſoul y wy 
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Aver ſation from all that is Good in Sin, 47 


horred me , Zach. 7. $8. Where: there is mutual 
enmity , there is mutual ever ſation, loathing , and 
abomination, , So it was between the Jews and th 
Samaritans, they were enemies, and abhorred one 
, Secondly, Oppoſition, or contendi inſt ane 
another , 7 ah product of mer ga 63s 
Io. He was turned to be their enemy, and be fought 


. I 42417/ ther, ſpeaking of God towards the people; 


Where there is exm:ry , there will be fighting , it 
is the proper and natural product of it. Now both 
theſe effe&s are found in this Law of ſi. | 
Firſt, For Averſation,there is an averſation in it 
unto God, and every thing of God, as we have in 
part diſcovered in handling the enmity ir ſelf, and 
ſo ſhall not need much to infiſt; upon it again, All 
indiſpoſtion unto duty , wherein communion with 
God is to be obrained, all wearizeſs of duty , all 
carnality or. formality under duty;, it all ſprings 
from this root, The wiſe man cautions us again 
this evil , Eccleſ, 5. 1. When thon goeſt tothe bouſe 
of God, keep thy foot. Halt thou any ſpiritual duty 
to perform , and doſt thou deſign the attaining 'of 
any communion with God ? look tothy ſelf, take 
care of thy affe ions, they will be gadding and wan=- 
dring, and that from their averſarzon to whas thay, 
haſt in hand, There is not any good that, we 
would do, wherein we may not find this aver ſation 
exerciling it ſelf. When I would do good , evil-14 
preſent with me ; at any time , at all umes , when I 
would do any thing that is ſpiritually good , it is 
preſent , that is , to hinder me , toobſtruct me in 
my duty , becauſe it abhors and loaths the thing 
; which 


a8 Averſation from all that is Good in Sin. 
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whidHT have iti Fard, it will keep me 6ff from itif 
# be poſſible. In them in whom jt prevails , it 
comes at ' length tmto that frame” which is ex-" 
preſſed, Ezech.'33;"31. It will alloy an outward 
bodily preſence unto the worſhip'of God , wherein 
tis not concerned, but it keeps the heart quite 
away. .: bx. MED | 
” Io may be fome will pretend, they find it not fo 
inthemſeclives, but they have freedow and liberty 
in and unto all the duties of obediehce thar they at- 
tend unto; Bur T fear,chis pretended liberty will be 
found upon examination to ariſe fragrone or both 
of theſe cauſes; Firft, Jpnorance ofthe trae ſtate and 
condition of their own ſouls}, oftheir inward man 
and irs. Rings towards God, They kitow riot how 
ſt is with them , arid therefore ate not to be be- 
beved in what they report.” They are inthe dark, 
and neither know what rhey do, nor whither the 
are going, It isI|k&the Phariſee knew little of this 
matter, * which made him boat" of his duries'to 
God himſelf. Or , ſecondly , It 'may be'what ever 
uries of worſhip or dbedience ſuch perſons per- 
form, they may through want of faith , and an'in- 
rereftin Chriſt , haye no communion.with, Godin 
them, And if fo, 7; will make but'Tittfe oppoſition 
unto them therein. We ſpeak of them whoſe hearts 
are exerciſed with rheſe things , and if under their 


complaints of them, and groanings for deliverance | 


from them, others cry out unto them , Stand off, 
we are bolier than * thy are willing to bear rheir 
condition , as knowing that their way may be ſafe, 
rhough' it be troublefome , and 'being willing to 
fee their own dangers ,-that they may avoid .che 
tuihe which others fall ints. Let 
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Let usthen- a little conſider this @verſation in 
ſuch ats of obedience, as whercin there is no 
concernment but that of God and the foul, In.pab- 
lick-duties there may be a'mixture of other confi- 
derations ; they may be ſo influenced by cuſtom 
and neceſlity-, thar a right judgment cannot from 
them be made of this matter. . But lets take inta 
conſideration the duties of retirement ,, as private 
Prayer and eHeditation , and the like , or elſe 
extraordinary duties, or duties to be performed in 
an extraordinary manner. 

- Firft, Intheſe will this averſation and loathing 
oftentimes diſcover it ſelf in the affe:onz. A ſe- 
cret ſtriving will be in them about cloſe and cor- 
dial dealing with God. Unleſs the hand of Godin 
his: Spirit be high and ſtrong upon the ſoul , even 
when convictions, ſenſe of duty, dear and real 
eſteem of God , and communion with him , have 
carried the ſoul into.its cloſet, yet if there be nor 
the vigour and power of a ſpiritual life conſtantly 
at work , there will be a ſecret lothneſs in them 
unto duty ; yea, ſometimes there will be a violent 
inclination to the contrary ; ſo that the ſoul had 

rather do any thing, embrace any aszerſwor, though 
It wound it ſelf thereby , than vigorouſly apply 

it felf unto that which in the inward man 

it breaths after. It is weary before it begins, and 

ſays, whenwill the work be over 2 Here God and 

the ſoul are immediately concerned , and ir is a 

great conqueſt to do what we would, though we 

come exceedingly ſhort of what we ſhould do. 

Secondly , It diſcovers it ſelf in the ming allo: 

when we addreſs our ſelves to Ged in Chriſt , we 
D 4 are 
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are; as Fob ſpeaks,to fill our months with arguments, 
Fob 23. 4. that 'we may be able to plead with 
him, as he calls uponus to do, 1/a..43« 26. Put me 
in remembrance, let uw plead together, Whencethe 
Church is called upon to take unto it ſelf words or 
arguments in:going to God, Hof.. 14, 2. The ſum 
is, that the 4nd ſhould be furniſhed wich the con- 
fiderations that are prevailing with God , and be in 
readineſsto plead them, and ro manage theminthe 
moſt ſpiritual manner to the beſt advantage, Now 
is there no difficulty ro get the mind into ſuch a 
frame , as to lay our it ſelf to rhe utmoſt in this 
work ?.to be clear , ſteady , and conſtant inits du- 


ty? To draw out, and make uſe of its ſtores and; 


furniture of promiſes and experiences ? It farts, 
wanders , flags all from this ſecret averſation unto 


communion with God , which proceeds from the 


Law. of Indwelling-ſin. Some complain that they 


can make no work of Xfeditation,they cannot bend | 


their minds unto it, I confeſs there may be a grear 
cauſe of this , in their want of a right underſtand- 
' ing of the duty it ſelf, and of the ways of manage- 
ing the ſoul in it , which therefore 1 ſhall a linle 
ſpeak to afterwards. But yet this ſecret enmity hath 
its hand in the lofs they are art alſo, and that both 
in their minds and in their affections. Others are 
forced to live in family and pablick, duries , they 
find ſuch lirtle benefit and ſucceſs in private. And 
here hath beenthe beginning of the eApoſtaſie of 
many Profeſſors , and the ſource of many fooliſh 
ſenſual opinions. Finding this aver ſation in their 
minds and affetions from cloſeneſs and conſtancy 
in private ſpiritual duties , not knowing how to 
4 y — conquec 
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conquer and _ prevail againſt theſe difficulties 
bim who enables us, they have at firſt been 
ſubdued to a negle& of them, firſt partial , then 
zotel, until having loft all conſcience of them, th 
have had a door. opened unto all fin and licenciout- 
neſs ,and ſo toa full and utter Apoſtaſie. 1am per- 
faded there are very few that apeſtatize from 2 
profeſiion of any continuance , ach as our days 
abound withall , but their door of entrance bags 
folly of back-ſliding , was either ſome great and 
orsou ſin that bloodied their conſciences, tainted 
their affections, and interceptcd all delight of hay- 
ing any thing more todo with God , or elſe it was 
id Ma courſe of neglett in private duties, arifing from a 
s, Ewearineſs of contending againft that powerful 
verſation which they found in themſelyes unto 
them. And this alſo through the craft of Satan 
ath been improved into many fooliſh and ſenſual 
pinions , of Living wunto God without , and above 
any duties of communion. And we find , that after 


men have for a while choaked and blinded their 


or ſenſualiry hath been the end of their folly. And 
h FTthe reaſonof all this is, that the giving way to the 
h FLewef fr inthe leaft , is the giving ftrength unto 
e Fit: Tolet it alone 1s tolet it grow , not to conquer 
y Fit 15 to be conquered by ir. 

d As it is in reſpe@ of private, ſfoitis alſo in re- 
Ff Ripe of pablick duties, that haveany thing extraor- 


h J4:zary in chem. What ftrivings , ftruglings , and. 


r Hpleadings are there in the heart about rhem , eſpe- 
y (cially againſtthe ſpiritualicy ofthem 2 Yea, in and 
o Funder them , will not the mind and aff-Rions 


onſciences with this pretence , curſed wickedneſ 


ſometimes > | 
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fometimes be intangled with things «rcouth., new 
-- and ſtrange unto'rhera , ſuch as ar-rhe time of the 
leaft ſcrions bufineſs:, a man would: not deign to 
rake into his thoughes. But if the leaſt looſe, liberty 
vt advantage be-givenunto Indweling-ſon , if it be 


not - perpetually watched over {it will wark. to 2 


ftrange and an unexpected iffue; In- brief, let the 
foul uncloath any dury what ever, private or pub- 
lick, any thing that is called Good , let a man diveſt 
i..of all outward reſpets which:ſecretly inſinuate 
themſelves inco. the mind, and give'ir {ome com- 
placency in what it is about., but do nat render it 
acceptable unto God,, and he ſhall affuredly find 
ſomewhat of the power, and {ome of the effets of 
this averſation. Ir begins in-lothneſs and indiſpo- 
ſation , goes. on with.intangling the mind and af- 
fe&ions with other things, and. will end, if not 
prevented, in wearineſs of God, which he complains 
of in his people , 1/a. 43+ 22. They ceaſed from 
duty becauſe they were weary of God. 

Bur this inftance being of great 1mpertance.unto 
Wrofcffors in their walking with God, we muſt not 
paſs it over without ſome intimations of dire&tt- 
ens for them in their contending againſt it , and 
oppoſition ro.it, Oaly this muſt be premiſed , that 
Fam not giving direQions for the mortifying of 
Inawelling-ſin in general,which is to be done alone 
by the Spirit of Chrift, by vertue of our union with 
him, Rom. 8. 13. but only of our particular duty, 
with: reference unto this eſpecial evil or effe& of 
Indwelling-fin that we have a little inſiſted on , or 
what in this ſgle caſe the wiſdom of faich ſeems 
io diret unto, and call for , which will be our 

| | way 
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way and courſe in our proceſs upon the conſidera- 
tion of other effeRs of jt. is 
""Firft, The great means to preyent the fruits and 
efteRs ofthis averſation, is the conſtant keeping of 
the ſonl in an” univerſally Iely frame. As this 
© weaketis the whole Law of fin , fo anſwerably all 
its properties ,. and 'particulaty this averſation. 
It is this frame only that will enable us to ſay with 
che Pſalmiſt, Pſal. 57. 7.y heart is fixcd,O God, 
my heart is fixed, It is utterly-impoſlible to keep 
the heart in a prevailing holy trame in any one du- 
ty,unleſs ir be ſo in and unto all and every one. If fin 
intanglements get hold in any one thing , they wilt _ 
ut themſelyes upon the foul in every ching. A con- 
ant even frame and temper in all duties, in «l! 
ways, is the only preſervative for any oze way. Let 
not him who is negleCtive in publick perſwade him- 
ſelf, thar all will be clear and eafie in private or on 
the contrary, There 1s an harmony 1n qbedience, 
break but one part and you interrupt the whole. 
Our wounds in particular ariſe generally from ne- 
gSligence as to the whole courſe. S0 David informs 
vs, Pſal.1 19.6. Then ſhall I not be aſhamed,when I 
bave a _— unto all thy commandements. Anuni- 
verſal reſpe& to all Gods commandements, isthe 
only preſervative from ſhame. And nothing have 
we more reaſon to be aſhamed of, than the ſhame- 
ful raiſcarriages- of our hearts in point' of duty, 
which are from the principle before mentioned. 
Secondly,Labour to prevent the very beginnings 
of the workings of this averſation, let grace be 
before-hand with it in every duty. We are di- 
rected, 1 Pet. 4.7. to watch unto prayer; and as is 
| it 
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is unto prayer, ſo unto every duty ; that is, to con- 
ſider and take care 'that we be not hindered from 
within , nor from without , as to a due perfor- 
mance of it. Watch againſt temprations to op- 
poſe them, watch againſt the Averlacion that is 
in ſin to prevem it. As wearenot to give place to 
Satan , no more are we to fin, If it be not pre- 
vented in its firſt attempts, it will prevail, My 
meaning is, whatever Good, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, 
we have to do, and find evil preſent with us, as we 
ſhall find ir preſent , prevent its parlying with the 
ſoul, irs inſinuating of poiſon into the mind and 
Aﬀe@ions, by a vigorous, holy, violent ſtirring up 
of the grace, or graces that are to be aRed and ſer 
at work peculiary in that duty. Let Facob come 
firſt into the world, or if preyented by the 'yio- 
lence of Eſas.let him lay hold on his heel ro over- 
throw him, and obtaia che birth-right. Upon the 
very firſt motion of Petey to our Saviour , crying, 
Maſter, ſpare thy ſelf , he immediately replyes, 
get thee behind me Satan, So ought weto ſay , get 
thee gone thou Lew of S:x , thou preſent evil , and 
K may be of the ſame uſe unto us. Get grace then, 
up betimes unto Duty , and be carly in the rebukes 
of {in. IP = 
Thirdly , Though it do its worſt , yet be ſure it 
never prevail to a conqueſt. Be ſure you be not 
wearied out by its pertinacy,nor driven from your 
hold by its importunity ; Do not faint by irs oppo- 
fition. Take the Apoſtles advice Heb.6, 1 1.1We deſire 
that every one of you, do ſhew the ſame diligence to 
the full aſſurance of hope unto the end that ye be 


zot ſlothful. Still hold out in the ſame diligence. 
There 
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There are many wayes whereby men are driven 
from a conſtant holy performance of duries, all of 
hem dangerovs, if not pernicious to the ſoul. Some 


P- Ware diverted by buſmeſs , ſome by company, ſome 
Fs by the power of temptations , ſome diſcouraged by 
- * Meheir own darkneſs , but none ſo dangeroxs as this, 


when the ſoul gives over in part , or in whole, as 
wvearied by the Averſation of fin unto it, or to 
ommuxion with God in it. This argues the fouls 
piving up of it ſelf unto the power of fin, which 


vr mleſs the Lord break the ſnare of Satan therein, 
k vill affuredly prove ruinous. Our Saviours in- 
al tryQion is, that we ought alwayes to pray, and nor 


o faint, Luke 18. 1. Oppoſition will ariſe,none ſo 
bitter and keen as that from our own hearts , if we 


9- Waint we periſh. 7 ake heed left you be wearied,faith 
by he Apoftle , and faint in your minds, Heb. 12. 3. 


Such a fainting as is attended with a wearineſs and 

hat with a giving placeto the Averſation working 
in our hearts, 1s to be avoided , if we would nor 
e Fperiſh. The cantion is the ſame with that ofthe 
d Wame Apoſtle, Rom. 12. 12. Rejoycing in hope, 
patient in tribulation,continuing inſtant un prayers 
5 FaAnd in general with thar of Chap. 6. 12. Let nor firs 
therefore reign in your mortal body , that ye ſhould 
obey it in the luſt thereof. To ceaſe from duty , in 
part, or in whole , upon the Averſation of ſm unto 
1s ſpiritualiry,isto give fin the Rule, and to obey it 
in the luſt thereof. Yield notthen unto ir , but hold 
"© Fout the confli& ; wait on God and ye ſhall prevail, 
Iſa. 40. 31. They that wait upon the Lord ſhall 
renew their ftrength , they ſhall mount up with 
Wings as Eayles j they jhall run and nor be — 
AN 
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and they ſhall walk,and: not faint. .Bup,that which 


is now ſo difficult, will increaſe;in difficulty if we | 
give way unto it, But if we abide in qur ſtation, } 
we ſhall prevail , the mouth of.che Lord hath ſpo- | 
ken 1t, | | . 
Fourthly,Carry about a conſtant bumbling ſenſe 
of this cloſe averſation unto ſpiritualneſs that yet 
lyes in our nature, If men find the efficacy of it, 
what ſhexld , what conſideration, can be more po- | 
werful to bring them unto humbte walking with 
God, That afier all the diſcoveriesthat God hath 
made of himſelf unto them , all the Kindneſs they 
have received from him , his doing of them good 
and not evil in all chings,there ſhould yer be ſuch an 
heart-of unkindneſs and ,unbelief , ſtill abiding , as 
to have an Averſation lying in it to Communion 
with Him: How ought the thoughts of it to caſt us 
into the duſt, to fill us with ſhame and ſelf-abhor- 
rency all our days ? What have we found in God in 
any of our approaches or addreſſes unto him,that it 
ſhould be thus with us > Whar iniquity have we 
found in him 2 Hath be been a Wilderneſs unto us, 
or a Land of Darkneſs? Did weever loſe any thing 
by drawing nigh unto him ? Nay , hath not therein 
lyen all the reſt and peace which we have obtained? 
Is not he the Fountain and Spring of all our mer- 
cies , of all-our deſirable things ? Hath he not bid 
us welcome at our coming ? Have we not re- 
ceived from him more than heart can conceive; 
or tongue expreſs 2 What ails then our fooliſh and 
wretched hearts, ro harbour ſuch a curſed ſecret 
diſlike of him and his ways ? Let us be aſhamed 


and aſtoniſhed at the conſtderation of ir,and walk in 
. | an 
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humbling ſenſe oft all our dayes, Let us car- 
- it -about with us in the moſt ſecret of our 


Shoughts, And as this,is a Duty in it ſelf acceptable 
Sno God , who delights to dwell with them thar 


e of an humble and contrite ſpirit ,, lo itis of ex- 
ding efficacy to the weakening of the evil we 
eat of, 

Fifchly , Labour to poſſeſs the mind with the- 
apty and excellency of ſpiritual things, that ſo 
ey may be preſented /ovely and defirable to the 
pul, and this curſed averſation of fin will be weak- 
d thereby. It is an 1 acknowledged prin- 
ple, that the ſoul of man will not keep up chear- 


ly unto the Worſhip of God, unlefs it have a dif- 


dvery of a beauty and comelineſs in it. Hence 
hen men had loſt all ſpiritual ſenſe and favour 

the things of Ged , to ſupply the want that was 

their own ſouls, they invented outwardly pom- 
ous and gorgeous wayes of worſhip, in Images, 
zintings,Piltures,and I know not what carnal or- 
aments which they have called the beauties of ho- 
neſs. Thus much however was diſcovered therein, 
tat the mind of man muſt ſee a beauty,a deſirable- 
ſs in the things of Gods Worſhip , or'it will not 
light init, averſation will prevail, Let then the 


bul labour to acquaint it ſelf with the ſpiritual 


auty of obedience,of Communion with God,and 
| all Duties of immediate approach to him , that 
may be filled with delzght in them. Ic is not my 
eſent work to diſcover the heads and ſprings of. 
at beauty and deſirableneſs which is in ſpiritual 
ties, in their relation co God, the eterna] ſpring 


| all beauty, to Chriſt, the Love, defire, and hope 
0 
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of all Nations, to the Spirit the grear Beaurifier of 
fouls, rendering them by his grace all glorious 
within, in their ſuitableneſs ro rhe ſouls of Men, as 
totheir aRings towards their laſt end, in the re- 
Ritude and holineſs of the Rule in attendance 
whereunto they are to be performed , Bur I only 
ſay at preſent in general , that ro acquaint rhe ſoul 
throughly with theſe things is an eminent way of 
weakening the OY poken of. 


— 
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CHAP. VI. 


opt ek rug ity againſt God, þ 2 wey 

f Opp poſition, Firſt, It luſteth. _< erein 

ihe ſting of Six conſi WT ſteth. It ſurprizing 

of the ſoul. Readine(s tocloſe Ke: Temp- 

tations. Its fighting and warring. (1.) In 

Rebellion againſt t f the Law of Grace.(2.) In 
Aſſaulting the ſoul. 


H Ow this enmity worketh by way of Averſa- 
t507 hath been declared , as allo the means 
that the ſoul is to uſe for rhe preventing of ns ef- 
fects and prevalency. *The ſecond way whereby it 
exertsits ſelf is Oppoſhion, Enmiry will oppoſe and 
contend wich that wherewith it 1s at enmity, Ir 
is ſo in things natural and mora). As light and 
darkneſs, heat and cold, ſo vertue and vice op- 
poſe each other. So is it with fin and Grace, ſaith 
the Apoſtle , theſe are contrary one to the other, 
*al. 5. 17. drrixerms* "#ghno15, they are placed and 


ſet 
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fet in mutual oppoſition , and that continually and 
conſtantly, as we ſhall fee. 


. . . Now there 'are-wwo wayes whereby Enemies 


mannage an oppoſition. Firft , By'force: and 
Secondly, by fraxd and deceit. So when the Egyp+ 
tzans became Enemies to the Children of 1ſraet,and 
mannaged an enmity againſt them , Exod, 1. 104 
Pharaoh ſaith, Let ws deal wiſely,or racher cunning- 
ly and ſubtilly with this People;for ſo Stephez with 
reſpeR to this word, expreſſeth it, 4s 7. 19. by 
xram pron wy; He uſed all manner of fraudulent 
Sophsſtry. And unto this deceirthey added force,in 
their grievous oppreſiions. This is the way and 
manner of things where there is a prevailing ex- 
mity, And both theſe are made uſe of by the Law 
of Sin 1n its enmity againſt God , and aur ſouls. 

I ſball begin with the Firſt; or its atings «s 78 
were it: 4 way of force , in an open down-right op- 
poſition to God and his Law , or the Good that a 
Believing ſoul would do in obedience unto God, 
and his Law. And in this whole matter , we muſt 
be careful ro'ſtear our courſe aright , raking the 
Scriptare for our Guide, with Spiritual Reaſon and. 
Experience for our Companions. / For there are 
many Shelyes in our courſe, which muſt diligently 
be avoided, that none who confider theſe things 
be troubled without cauſe , or comforted without a 
juſt foundation. | 

In this Firſt way, whereby this {in exerts its ex- 
mityin oppoſition, namely , as it were by force or 
ſtrength , there are four things exprefling ſo many 
diſtinct degrees in its'progreſs and procedure in 
the purſuit of its enmity. | 


E | Firſt, 
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Firſt, Its general Inclination,it luſteth,Gal.5,17: 
Secondly , Its particular way of contending ; it 

fights or wars, Rom.7. 23. Tames4. 1.1 Pet.2,11, 

-»Thirdly, Its ſucceſs in this conteſt, 5e brings the 

. ſont into Captivity to the Law of Sin, Rom. 5323, 

» . Fourthily ,-Its growth and rage upon ſucceſs;it 

comes up to madneſs , as .An eriraged Enemy. will 

do, Eccleſ. -g. 3. All which we niuſt ſpeak to inf 
order.  * 
- Firſt, In general it is ſaid-to Luft, Gal. 5. 17. 

The fleſh —=_ againſt the Spirit. This word cx- 

prefſeth the general -nature of that oppoſition 


which the Law of Sin maketh againſt God , and 
the Rule of his Spirit or Grace in them thar believe, 
and therefore the leaſt degree of that oppoſition is 
expreſſed hereby. When it doth. any thing' it 
Iufteth. As becauſe burning 1s the general ating of 


fire,what everit doih elſe,it doth alſo burn. When 
fire doth any thing , it burns : And when the Liw 
of Sin doth any thing , it laſts, . 

Hence all the a&tings of this Law of Sin are cal- 
led the luſts of rhe fleſh,Gal. 5. 16. Ye ſhall not. ful- 
fil the luſts of the fleſh, Rom. 13. 14+. Make no:pro- 
viſion for the fleſh to fulfil the luſts thereof. Nor are 
theſe luſts of the-fleſh thoſe only whereby men act 
their ſenſuality in riat, drunkenneſs,uncleaneſs,and 
the like , bur.they comprehend all the attings of 
the Law of Sin' whatever in all the faculties and 
Afﬀections of the ſoul. Thus Epne: 2.3. We have 
mention of the deſires, or wills,or luſts of the mind, 
as well as of the fleſh. The -:nd the moſt ſpiritu- 
al part 0: the ſoul hath its Tufts., no leſs than the 
ſenſual appetite,which ſeems fometumes more me 
| perly 
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no perly,'to be called the fleſh. And in the produQs 
> "Wof theſe luſts, there are defilements of the Spire, 
as wellas ofthe fleſh, 2 Cor. 7. 1. that is, of the ' 
mind and underſtanding, as well as of the Appetite 
23-Wand Aﬀections, and the body. that attends their 
ſervice. And inthe blameleſneſs of all thele conſiſts 
our holineſs, 2 Thefl, 5. 23. The God of peace, ſan- 
&:ifie you wholly, and 1 pray God your whole Spirit, 
and foul , and body be preſerved blameleſs unto the 
coming of our Lord Feſs Chriſt, Yea, by the fleſh 
in this matter the whole Old man , or the Law of 
Sin is zntended , John 3. 6. That which # born of 
the-fleſh is fleſh; that is, it is all ſo, and nothing elle, 
And what ever remains of the o/d nature in the new 
mar 1s fleſh ſtill. And this fleſh luſfterh, this'Law of 
Sin doth ſo; which is the general bottom and foun- 
dation of all its oppoſition unto God. And this it 
doth'two wayes. 108 

Firli{n an hidden cloſe propenſity unto all evil. 
This [yes in it þ4/irually. 'Whileft a man is in the 
ſtate ofnature , fully under the power and domi- 
nion of this Law of S:n,it is ſaid,that every figment 
of his heart i evil, and that continually,Gen. 6. 5. 
It can frame, faſhion, produce , or act nothing but 
what is evil : becauſe this habitual propenſity unto 
evil, that is in the Law of Sin , is abſolutely predo- 
minant in ſuch a one. Ir is in the heart like posſor 
thar- hath nothing to allay its venemous qualines, 
and fo infets whatever it touches. And where 


nd, he power and dominion of it is broken, yer in its 
"he own oature ,ithath ſtill an þabitzal propenſity.unta 
. ”; batwhichis:evil, wherein its /»ſt5ng doth confift. 


But here we muſt diſtingniſh berween the habi- 
| Ol - , tual 
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tual frame of the heart , and the natural propenſity 
or habitual inclination of the Law of Sin inthe 
heart. The habitual inclination of the heart ' is 
denominated irom the principle that bears Chief or 
Soveraign Rule in it , and therefore ia Believers it 
is unto Good, unto God, unto holineſs , unto obe- 
dience. The heart is not habitually inclined unto 
evil by the remainders of Indwelling Sin, but this 
Sinn the heart hath a conſtant habitual propenſity 
unto evil inits ſelf, or its own nature. This the 
Apoſtle.intends by its being preſent with us , it is 
preſent wich me , that is, alwayes, and for its own 
end, which is to /»/# unto fin, 

It is with Indwelling-Sin as with a Rzver; 
whaileft the Springs and Fountains of it are open, 
an1 waters are continually ſupplyed. unto its 
Kceanis,'(er a damm before it , and 1t cauſeth it to 
riſe and ſwell, untill ic bear downall, or.overflow 
th: banks abour.it. Let theſe waters l@abated, 
dryecd upin ſome good meaſure , in the ſprings 0 
them , and the remainder may be coerced __ re 
ſtrained. Bur ſtill as long as there is any running 
water it will conſtanily preſs upon wha: ſtands be- 
fore tit , according to its weight and ſtrength, be- 
cauſe it is its nature ſoto do. And if by any means 
it make a paſſage, it will proceed. So is it with [- 
awelling-Sin: whileſt the ſprings and fountains 0 
it are open, in vainis it for men to ſet a damm 
before it by their:convictions , reſolutions , vowes 
and' promfſes. They may check it for a while, 
bur Ttwill increaſe; riſe high , and rage at one time 
or another, until it bears down al} choſe convi 
ions and reſolutions!, or makes itdelfan xnder- 

| £ rounds 
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groundipaſſage by ſome ſecret luſt that ſhall give a 
tull vengunto/it, But now ſuppoſe that the'ſprings 


of jtate much, dryed up by Regenerating Grace, 
the ſtreams or aEtings. of it abated by Holineſs, yet 


whileſt any thing remains. of ir, it will be preſting 


. conſtantly to hayt vent,to preſs. forward into atua 


fin, And this-is its /yſting., | © 
- And this-babitusl propenſity in it is diſcovered 
two wayes, © 

Firſt, In its #nexpetied ſurprizals of the ſoul into 
fooliſh ſinful figments and imaginations which. ir 
looked got for; nor was any occaſion adminiſtred 
unto.them, Iris with Indwelling-Sin, as.itis with 
the contrary principle of ſanRifying Grace, This 
gives the ſoul, if I may ſo ſay , many a bleſſed ſur- 
prizalc:Ir: oftentimes ingenerates and brings forth 


-2n .holy--ſpitirual ſrame in the heart and mind, 


when /werhave had na previous rational confide- 
tations to work them. thereunto. And this mani- ' 
feſts it. to bean habitual principle prevailing in 


the mind: S0Cart. 6. 12. Or ever 1 was aware my 


foul made me as the Chariots af Aminadab; that is, 
free, willing and ready for communion. with 
Chriſt, \'"J” N7 7 knew not ; it was done by the 
power of the Spirit of Grace, ſo that I took no 
notice of it ,- as it were, until it was done. The fre- 
quent aCtings'of Grace in this manner , exciting 
aQts ol faith, love and complacency in God , are 


in the ſoul. And thus alſo is it with 194welling SF; 
ere the ſoul is aware , without :ny provocati- 
(n or temptation , when it knoxs not, it is cait 
in:0'a vain and foo'iſh fram?. $n produceih its 

| E 3 fiaments 
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figments ſecretly in theheart,and preventhe minds 
conſideration of- what it is about T- mean” hereby 
. thoſe {tm primo primi;firft ats ofthe ſoul, which 
are thus far 5nvolntary , asthatthty have nor-the 
| atual conſent 64 the Will unto them ; butare-vo- 
luntary as far-asfin hath its refidenee in the Will, 
And theſe ſurprizals ; if the ſouFbe' not awake to 
take ſpeedy care for the prevention of their ren- 
dency , do oftentimes {« all as it were on fire, an! 
| engage the mind ahd! affeions 'inro afual. (in. 
| Foras by-Grace we are-of:entimesre we are aware 
- made as the Chariots of a willing people;zadare far 
engaged in heayenly-mindedneſs and communion 
with Chriſt, making ſpeed in it as in a Chariot, fo 
by fm are we oftentimes , ere we'are/aware , Car- 
' ried 'into diſtempered affections, fookiſhimaginari- 
. ons, and pleaſing delightfulneſsin things that arc 
not good nor.profitable.. Hencetis rhar-ehution'of/ 
the Apoſtle, Gal. 6, 1. ##»' e129; If a man be 
ſurprized at unawares with a fault or ina trand- 
greiſion. T doubrnot but the ſubrilry-of Satan; and 
. the power of temptation , are there taken into 
conſideration by the Apoſtle, which cauſerh»him 
to expreſs a mans falling into fin-, by #2y qe-xn2%, 
it he be ſurprized, Sothis working of Indwelling- 
Szz alſo hath its conſideration in it , and chat m | 
chiefeſt- place without which nothing elſe could 
arprize us, For without the help thereof , what- 
er comes from without, from Satan,orthe world, 
-Mmuſt admit of fome parley in the mind before it be 
received, but it is from within , from 'our ſclves 
that we are ſurprized. Hereby are we diſap- 
pointed and wrought over to do-that which we 
| would 


- 
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would not , and. hindered: from the doing of that 
which we would. 

; Hence it is, that when the ſoul.is ofcemjmes do- | 
ing as it were Jun another thing , engaged quite, 
upon another deſign , fin.ſtarts that in the heart or ; 
imaginations of it , that CarTyes. 1L,.away into that ; 

which is evil and ſinful, Yea, to manifeſt us power, 

ſargetimes when the ſoul ,is ſeriouſly engaped-.in . 

the a pared of any fin , it will by one-means.- 
or other lead it away into a dall;ance with.that ye-, 
ry fan whoſe ruine ir is ſeeking, , and. whoſe, mar: 
tification. It 1s engaged in. But ge, is in AM 


Rnd bo 
whence t 


its hgments, . How 5 communion. with. 
God; 1s hereby prevented, how. many Meditari-:, 
ons are diſturbed , how, much. the minds and Con>., 
ſcjzaces of.. Men. hare been. defiled by thisaQing,. 
of fin, fome my have obſerved;. 1 know no pres” 


ter burthen j iaqhe life of a Believer than thele iz-._ 
volunteryſurprizals of ſoul ; 1 oluncary. I ſay; 4s- 
5 the aual cqaſent of the Wi but.nos{o in rg+;; 
ec> of that WAVE To. which.is 41 40 the Will 4 and, 
oP Principlevf And. 15.40 reſpet.ums.. 
hat the Apoſtle makes. complain, Rows..-. 


74 24 


Secon ily, This habitual inclinggiqn mani :feſts Ts 
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ſelf in its readineſs and prompeneſs, without diſpute 
or alrercation to joyn and cloſe with eyety tem- 
ptation, whereby it may poſſibly be excited, As 
we know it is in the nature of fire to'burn , becauſe 
itiminediately lays hold on whatever ts combuſtible, 
Let any temptation whatever be propoſed utro 
aan; the ſuitableneſs of whoſe marrter unto 
cotruptions , or thanner of itz propoſal , makes ft a 
remptation ; immediately he hath not only todo 
with the 'rempratjon-as' outwardly propoſed:, but 
atfo'withhis- own heart about it. Without farcher- 
conſideration or debate , the tempration hath got a 
friend in him.” Nor -a moments ſpace is given'be- 
tween the propoſiel ;* and the neceſſity there is in- 
chmbent bf the ſoul to look to its enemy within; 
Ard this alſo 'atgues a conſtant babitnal propenfiry 
unt6 evil; Our Saviour faid of the faſt and 
t&nptarions 'of Sach#n , The Prince of thu world 
cometh , and hie- Barb mo part in me', foh. 14. 30." 
Hehad' more temptations intenſively and exten- 
ſaely, in number; quality and fierceneſs , from Sa- 
than and the world , than ever had any of the ſons 
of men : Bur yetih all of them, hehad to deal only 
with that which came from withour:His boly heart 
had'noching telike chem , ſuired to them , or ready 
to give them entertainment ; The Prince of thes 
world had nothin ' him. $0 \t was with Adam: 
when a x JepraOnbetcl bim , he had only che out -. 
ropoſal of it'rd Tock ufito , all was walf 
wk fil the ottrward temiptrion rok place and.” 
prevailed; With os fisnot fo.” 
In a Cieythar is at unity in it Glf, pn and + 
efitire , without divifions and parties ; if an enemy 
approach 


Oppoſttion of Sin unto God. 67 


approach'abour it , the Rulers and Inhabitants have 
no thooghts at all but only how they may oppoſe 
AS Wthe enemy without , and refift him in his ap- 
He Wproaches, Bur if the City be 4ividedin it ſelf, if 
le, Where be faQtions and Trazrors within,the very firft 
0 Wthing they do, is to look to the enemies at home, 
fs the Trairors within; to cur off the head of Sheba, 
2 Wif they will be ſafe. All was well with Adam with- 
'9 Win doors , when Satan came, ſo that he had no- 
ut "WF thing to do but to Took to his afſaolts and ap- 
x WW proaches. But now on the acceſs of any tempra- 
2 tion, the ſoul is inftantly to look 5, where it ſhall 
- WI find this Trattor art work , clofing with the baits 
- WW of Sathan, and ſtealing away the heart. And this it 
| doth always ; which evincerh an habitual inclina- 
Y WM tron. Pſal. 38. 17. faith David, Tam ready to halt, 
1 If or for halting,q125;97%7 128 12,1 am prepared and 
{ I diſpoſed unto hallucination, to the ſlipping of my 
- I foot into fin, verſe 16. as he expounds the meaning 
ofthat phraſe , Pſal. 73. 2, 3. There was from 
Indwelling-fin a continual diſpoſition in him to be 
Bl pping ,ftumbling , hdlcing on every occaſion or 
temptation.” There is nothing ſo vain , fooliſh, ri- 
diculous, fond , nothing fo vile and abominable, 
nothing ſo atheiſtical or execrable, but if it be pro- 
poſed unto the foul in a way of rempration, there 
i5 that in this Law of ſi2 which is ready to anſwer it, 
before itbe decried by grace. And this is the firſt 
thing in this /»ffting of the Law of fin , it conſiſts in 
its habjrual propenſity unto evil', manifeſting it ſelf 
by the :2voluntary | ſurpriſals of the ſoul unto fin, 
and its readineſs without diſpute or conſideration 

to joyn with all temptations whatſoever, 
Secondly 
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. Secondly , Its 1uſting conſiſts in its aZual preſ- 

fing after that which is evil , and attual oppoſttion 
unto that which is. good, The former inſtances 
ſhewed irs conſtant readineſs to-this-work, this 
now treats of the work it ſelf, It is not only ready, 
bur fox the moſt part- always engaged, | It luſterh 
faith the holy Ghoſt, it doth ſo contigually, .I 
fetrreth in the ſoul by one a or other conſtantly, 
almoft as the ſpirits in the blood , or the blood iff 
the veins. This the Apoſtle calls its tempting, 
Jam. 1.14. Every man us tempted of bus ownluſt. 
Now what 1s it to be tempted ? It is to have that 
propoſed-to a mans conſideration, which if he cloſe 
withall, it isevil, it is fin unto him. This is fins 
trade , emu , it Inſteth. Iris raifing up in the 
heart, and propoſing untothe mind and affeRions, 
that which 1s evil, trying , as it were, whether the 
foul will cloſe with its ſuggeſtions, or how far it 
can carry them on, though ic do not wholly pre- 
vail. Now when ſuch._a remp:ation .comes from 
without , it is unto the ſoul an 3ndiferent thing, 
neither good nor evil unleſs it be conſented unto, 
Bur the very propoſal from within, it heing the 
fouls own a& , is its ſin. And. chis is the work.of, 
the Law of ſim, it 1s reſtlc{]y and continually raifing. 
up , and propoling innumerable various forms and 

appearances of evil , inthis or that kind, indeed 1a 
every kind, that the nature of man is capable to 
| corruption in, Something or; other , in 
atter , or manner ,, or circumſtance , inordinate, 


unſpiritual, unanſ#erable unto the Rule , it harch- 
&th and propoſeth unto the foul. And this power 
of ſiato beget fizments and idea's of aRual evil in 
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the heart the ' Apoſtle may  have'reſpeR-. unto, 
-1 Theſſ. 5.22. am myTos tilts rorige aniys0t8, 
. Keep yourſelves from every evil figment or dee 
of fi11n the heart , forthe word-rhere uſed doth 
not: any: where/fignifie'an outward form or appea- 
rance {neither tis it the appearance of evil, bur an 
evil idea or figment that. is '1rirended; - And this 
luſting of fm is that which the Propher expreſſeth 
in wicked men, in whom the Law of iis predomi- 
nant;/1ſa. 57. 20. The wicked are like the troubled 
ſea , when it cannot reſt , whoſe waters caſt up mire © 
and dirt, A fimilitude mot lively. expreſiing the 
luſtings of the Law of fin, reſtleſly and continually 
bubling up in the heart ,*wich wicked, fooliſh and 
filcby imaginations and defires.. This then 1s the 
firſt thing in the oppoſntion that this enmity makes 
to. God, namely in its general inclination , it 
.luſteth, | ; L213 6 
Secondly , There 4s its particular w2y of con- 
tending , it fighrs or wars , thatis, nt «acts with 
ſtrength and violence , as men do 1m-war. Firft., ar 
luſts ay and moving incrdinare igments inthe 
Mind, defires in the appetite and ibe «Afettions, 
propoſing them to. the Wl, Bur 36reſts not there, 
7. cannot reſt ; it urgeth, prefiah-and purſuerh 
its propoſals with carneſtneſs, ſtrength and vigour, 
fighting, and contending, and warring to obtain 
Ks end and purpoſe. Would it mecrly ſf:r wp ard 
propoſe things to the ſoul 5 and immediately ac- 
quieſce in the ſentence and\judgment of the mind 
that the thing is evif, againſt God , and his will, 
and not farther to be inſiſted on , much fin mighr 
be prevented that is now produced, But it reſts 
Not 
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not here , 'it-proceeds to edfry- on its deſign , and 
thac with earneſtneſs and contention. By this 
means , wicked inen inflavze themſelves, Iſa. 57. 5. 
They are felf-mfiamers, asthe word ſignities, unto 
Ann , every {patkrof fin is cheriſhed-in chem-until it 
grows into. a-fame, and ſo it will do ig others 
where it is ſo cheriſhed. 

Now this fighting or warring of ſin conſiſts i in 
two: things. 
\ "Firſt, In ts rebel:ox againſt grace , or the Law 
- of the mind. 

Secondly , In its aſſaulting the ſoul , contending 
for Ruic and Sovereignty over it.. 

The firft.is expreſſed by the Apoſtle, Rom. 7. 27. 
1. find, faich.he, another Law, drnsearwi uo Te) 
yhuu TY v8 ur y ethelling againſt the Law of my 
99nd. There are; it ſeems,rwo Laws in us,the Law 
of the fleſh, or of fin, and the Law of the mind, or 
of grace, Bur contrary Laws cannot both obtain 
Sovereign power over che fame perſon, at the ſame 
mime. The-ſovereign power in Believers ,. is urthe 
hand of the:Law of grace, ſo the Apoſtle declares, 
verſe 22.1 delight in the Law of God in the inward 
man, Obedience 'unto this Law ts performed with 
&clight and-complacency intheinward man , be, 
cauſe1ts authority is /awful and good. So more ex- 
prelly , chap.'6. 14. For ſin ſhall nat have dominion 
over you, for ye are not under the Law but nnder 
grace.'Now towaragainft the Law that hath a juſt 
Sovereignty , 1s t0 rebell , and fo. aynrgareecto: 
fiznifies : ir isto rebel, and c ught to have been ſo 
tfanſlaced , rebelling avainſt the Law of my nnd. 


And this revellion contifts in a ſtubborn obſtina.e 
o>poſition 
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oppoſition unto the- commands and directions of 
the Law of grace. Doth the Law of the mind com- 
mand any thing as duty? doth it ſeverely riſeup 
againſt 3ny thing that is evil? When the luſting of 
the Law of fin riſes up to this degree , it contends 
againſt obedience with all its might , the effet 
whereof, as the Apoſtle tells us, is the doing of that 
which we would not ,and the not doing of that which 
we would, verſe 15, 16. And we may'gather ano- 
table inftance of the power of ſin 1n this its rebel- 
lion from this place. The Law of grace prevails 
upon the Will , ſo that it would do that which is 
good, Jo will is preſent with me, ver, 18. When [ 
would do good, ver. 19. And again, ver. 21. And 1 
would not do evil,ver. 19,20. And it prevails upon 
the underſtandsng , ſothar it approves or dilap- 
proves according tothe diQares oftheLaw of grace; 
Ver, 16. Iconſent unto the Lay that it i good, and 
verſe 15. The Judgment always lies an the fide of 
grace, It, prevails alſo on the affettions, ver. 22+ 1 
delight in the Law of God in the inward mats 
Now if this be ſo, that grace hath the- Sovereign 
power in the Underſtanding, Will,and Aﬀections, 
whence is it that it doth not always prevail, that we 
do not always dothat which we would, and abſtain 
from that which we would not? Is xr not ſtrange 
that a man ſhould nor do that which he chuſeth, 
willeth , liketh, delighueth in? Is there any thing 
more required to enable us unto that which is good? 
The Law of grace doth all as much as can be expe. 
cd from that which in it ſelf is abundantly ſuffi= 


cient for the perfeRing of all holineſs in the fear 


ofthe Lord. Bur here lies the difficulty, in the in- 
| tangling 


oy 
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tmpling oppoſition thir is made by the rebellion of 
this Law of fin.. Neither is it expreſſible with whar 
' vigour and"variery' fin as ir ſelf in this matter, 
Sometimes \1t propoſerh diverſions , ſometimes ir 
cauſerh wearineſs, fomerimes it find3 out difficulties, 
ſometimes it ſtirs up contrary affeRions, ſometimes 
it begets prejudices, and one way or other | 
intangles the ſoul ,-ſo thar-it never ſufters-grace ro 
have an abſalute and complete ſucceſs in any duty: 
Perſe 18. To vomgileai T) rants ov'y Eveiruo;T hnd 
not rhe' way perfetHy to work, out , or accompliſh 
that which is good; ſothe word ſignifies ; and thar 
trom this oppoſition and reſiſtance rhat ismade by 
the Law of fin. Now this rebellion apoears in two 
things, | 
-" Firſt, In the oppoſicion that it makes unto the 
general purpoſe andcourſe of the ſoul. 

Secondly,” In the pppoſicion it makes unto parts- 


_\ uties. 

- -Firſt, Inthe-oppoſition it makes to the general 
purpoſe: and courſe of the ſoul, There is none in 
whom is the Spirit of Chriſt, that is his, bur it is his 
general deſign and purpoſe to walk in an univerſal 
conformity unto him-in all things. Even from the 
ihward frame of the heart, to the whole compals 
of his outward actions , fo it is with him. This 
God requires in his Covenant,Gen. 17. 1. Walk be- 
fore me, and be thou perfett. Accordingly his deſign 
isro walk before God , and his frame is ſincerity 
and uprightneſs therein. This-is called , Cleaving 
anto the Lord with purpoſe of beart; Atts, 11. 23. 
that is, in all chings , and that nor wich a floarhful, 
dead , incttCtual purpoſe, but ſuch as is operarive, 
I08 , and 


4- 
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and ſets the whole ſoul at work in purſuit of ir. 
This the Apoſtle ſets forth , Phzl. 3. 12, 13, 14- 

Not as though Thad already attained, either were 
already per felt: but I follow after if that I may ap- 
prehend that for which alſo I am apprehended of 
Chriſt Feſws. Brethren, 1 count not my ſelf to have 


W apprehended , but this one thing I ao, forgetting 


thoſe things which-are behind . and reaching forth 
unto thoſe things which are before , I preſs toward 
the mark for the prize of the high calling of God ur 
Chriſt 7eſus, He uſertyrhree words excellently ex- 
preſling the ſouls univerſal purſuic ofthis purpoſe of 
heartincleaving untoGod, Firſt, ſaith he, /1@#,ver. 
12. 1 follow after,proſecute;the word ſignifies pro- 
perly to perſecate,which with what earneſtneſs and 
diligence it 1s uſually done , we know. Secondly, 
imuTeivount, I reach forward,reaching with great 
intention of ſpirit and afteCtions. Ir is a great and 
conſtant endeavour that is expreſſed in that word, 
Thirdly, z274 5o0m!y diaxc; fay we, I preſs to- 
wards the mark,, that is, even as men that are run- 
ning for a prize, All ſer forth the vigour , earneſt- 
neſs , diligence and conſtancy that is uſed inthe 
purſuit of this purpoſe. And this the nature of the 
principle of Grace requireth in them in whom ir is. 
But yet we ſee with what fa:lings , yea fallings, 
their purſuit of this courſe 15 attended, The trame 
of the heart is changed, the hearr'is ſtollen ':away, 
the affections intangled , eruptions of unbelief and 
diſtempered paſtions diſcovered, carnal wiſdom 
wich all his attendances are fer on work , 'all con- 
trary. to the general principle and 'purpoſe'of.che 
ſou!. And all this.is from the rebelion of this Law 
Shs of 
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of ſin , ſtirring. up and provoking the heart unto 
diſobedience , The Prophet gives this charater of 
| _ a. I Fo 2. an —_—_ is divided, 
therefore ſhall they be found faulty. Now tho 
this - wholly ſo in reſpe of the mind and rem. 
in hypacrites only, yer it is _ {o inthe beft,in 
the [enſe deſcribed. They have a diviſion, not of the 
keart , but zz theheart; and thence it is that chey 
are ſo often found faulry. So faich the Apoſtle , /o 
that we cannot do the things that we would, Gal, 
$+17. We cannot accompliſh the deſign of cloſe 
walking according tothe Law of grace , becauſe of 
the contrariety and rebellion of this Law of fin. 
Secondly , It rebells alſo in reſpe&t unto parti- lf ;; 
-cular ducies. Ir raifech a combuſtion in the foul 
againſt the particular: commands and defignings of il x 
the Law of grace: You cannot do the things that you tl; 
would; that 1s, the duties which you judge in- WM - 
cambent on you which you approve andWclight in ill 1 
in the inward man , you cannot do them as you {MW ; 
would. Take an inſtance in prayer. A man addreii- ill c 
eh- bjimſcli unto that duty , he would not only if } 
1 
s 
\ 
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petform it, but he would perform ir in that man- 
ner thatthe nature ofthe duty , and his own con- 
dition do require. He would pray inthe ſpirit, fer- | 
yently. ,, wich ſighs arid groans that cannot be ur- ll / 
tered ,-in faith 'wich love and delight , pouring il { 
forth -his ſoul unto: the Lord ; this he aims at. WM; 
Naw oftentimes he ſhall tind arebellion,a fighting Il { 
of-rhe- Law. of fin in this matter. He ſhall find ll 
difficulty to get ay thing done, who rchought ro If ; 
do all things. Idonotſay , that it is thus always, Wl 
1 


but it is ſowhen.ſin-wars and rebels , which ex- 
preſſerh 
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preſſeth an vſpecial ating. of irs power,” Wotul 
anradglements "do Poor Creatures oftentimes MNEET 
withall'uþon this account, Inſtead of that free 1R- 
gh targed Conmmynion with God that they aim. ar, 
ent W'the beft that, their ſouls arrive. unto , is but ro. go 
i BF away mourning for tþcir folly, deadneſs and indil- 
the WF noſicion. Th a word , there is no command of the 
ey Wl Liw of Grace that is known, liked of , and.ap- 
fo proved'by the ſoul , bur when it comes to be ob- 
al. WF ierycd , this Law of ſin 'one way or other makes 
de WF headland rebels againſt it, And this is the firſt way 
of I of its fighting. 

þ Secondly, It doth not only rebel and refift, but 
t- WF it aſſaults the ſoul; ir ſers upon the Law of the 
ul W mind and grace , which is the ſecond part of its 
of warring 3 .1T Pet. 2. 11. Searwoy rm x5 T WY Ns 
"mh they fight, or war againſt the ſoul. Fam. 4. 1. 
i- i cenrweorm oy mis weniorr vuay, They fight, or 
n Wh war 7 jour members Peter ſhews what they oppoſe 
u WF and fight againſt, namely the Soxl, and the Law ot 
- Wl Grace therein . Fames , what they fight with , or 
Y "il by , namely the members , or the corruption.thar 
- Wis in our mortal bodies. 'A;m5earte Sa 15 0 Ie- 
- WO bel againſt a ſuperiour , 5ex73v:3a is to aflault or 
© WW war for ſuperiority. Ir takes the part of an «{/- 
ſailant as well 'as of a reſiſter. It makes attempts 
tor rule and ſovereignty , as well as oppoſeth the 
rule of grace, Now all war and fighting bath 
ſomewhat of violence in it, and there 1s therefore 
ſome violence in that ating of ſin , which the Scri- 
pture calls fighting and warring. And this afſailing 
ercacy of lin, as diſtinguiſhed lrom its rebelling be- 
fore treated of, conſiſts in theſe things thar enſue, 
| Firſt, 
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© Firſt, All its poſ@ve actings .ip-ſtirring up unto 

- fin, belong to this head; Oftentimes by the vanity 

- ofthe mind , or theſenſuality of. the 'afteRions, 
the folly of the imaginations , it ſets upon the ſou! 
theg , when the'Law of grace is not actually put 
ting 1t on duty , ſothat therein ir doth not rebel 
but affault. Herice the Apoſtle cries out , Rom. 7 
24. Who ſhall deliver me from it , who ſhall reſcue 
me our of its hand, as the word ſignifies. When 
we purſue an enemy , and hereſiſts us , we do not 
cry out , Who ſhall deliver us, for we are the aſſail 
ants; but, Who ſhall reſcue me , 1s the cry of on: 
who is ſet upon by anenemy. So it is here, a man 
is aſfaulred by his own luſts , as Fames ſpeaks, By 
the way ſide, in his employment , under a duty, 
{in ſers upon the ſoul with vain imaginations, foolith 
deſires, ard would willingly employ the ſoul to 
make provifion for its fatisfaRtion , which the 
Apoſtle cautions us againſt, Rom. 13. 14+ © 52gu% 
ae3vouay wh mauA R$ tis emjupia;, Do not accom- 
pliſh the providence or projeftion of the fleſh , for 
its bwn ſatisfaction, 

Secondly, Irs :mportunity and urgency ſeems tc 
be noted in this expreſſion of its warring. Enemies 
in war are reſtleſs, preſſing and importunate. So is 
the-Law of {in, Doth it ſer upon the ſoul? caſt off 
its motions, it returns again ; rebuke them by the 
power of grace , they withdraw for a while , and 
return again, Set before them the Croſs of Chriſt, 
they do as thoſe thar came to take him, ar ſight ot 
him they went backwards, and fell unto the 
ground , bur they aroſe again and laid hands on 
Him. Sin gives places for a ſeaſon , but returns and 


preſſe.h 


- 
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drefſeth on the ſoul again. Mind it of the love of 
od in Chriſt , though it be ſtricken, yer it gives 
ot over. Preſent Hell-fire unto it , it rutheth into 
he midſt of thoſe flames. Reproach it with its 
olly and madaeſs, it knows no ſhame, but prefſeth 
n ſtill, Let the thoughts of the mind ftrive to flie 
rom it, it follows as on the wings 'of the wind. 
And by this :mpor:uniry it wearies and warrs out 
he ſoul, and if the great remedy,Rom 8. 13. come 
ot timely , it prevails ro a conqueſt. There is no- - 
hing more marvellous nor dreadful in the work- 
ng of fin , than this of its :mporrunity. The ſoul 
nows not what to make of it, ir diſhkes,; ab- 
ors , abominates the evil it tends unto , it deſpiſerh 
he thoughts of it , hates them as hell, and yet 15 by 
t ſelf impuſed on with them, as if tt were another 
perſon, an expreſs enemy got within him, All 
his the Apoſtle diſcovers, Rom. 7. 15, 17. The 
hings that I do T hate ,, it is not of outward adi- 
dns, bur the inward rifings of the mind that he 
reats, I hate them, faith he , I abominate them, 
Bur why then will he have any thing more to do 
with them ? If he hate them, 2nd abhor himſelf 
for them, ler them alone, have no more to do with 
hem, and ſo end the matter, Alas, faith he , verſe 
17. 1t i no more I that doit, but ſin that awelleth 
n me. I have one within me that is my enemy, thar 
with endleſs reſtleſs imporrtunity puts theſe things 
upon me,even the things that I bate and atominate, 
I cannot be rid of them , I am weary of my ſelf, I 
cannot flie from them; O wretched man that I am, 
who ſhall deliver me? © 1 donut ſay that this is the 
ordinary condition of Believers , bur thus ir is 
F2 - cfen, 
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often , when this Law of Sin riſeth up to war and 
fighting. It is nor thus with them in reſpect of el] 
particular fins , this or that fin , outward fins, fins Sin 
of life or converſation , but yer in reſpect of va- WW 4.1; 
nity of mind , inward and ſpiritual diſtempers, ir iſ c 1 
is often ſo, Some I know pretend to great perfe- 


Rion , but I am reſolved to believe the Apoſtle be- o_ 
fore them all and every one. 2a 
Thirdly, Ir carryes on its war,by entangling of WW... 
the Aﬀections ard drawing them into a combina- lc... 
rion againſt the mind, Ler Grace be enthroned in I ;;; 
'the mind and judgement , yet if the Law of Sin 


layes hold upon, and entangles the AﬀeCtions ,.or M;. . 
any of chem , ir hath gotien a Fort from whence Ii c.j 

it continually afſaulrs the ſoul. Hence the great 
duty of wortification is chiefly directed ro take Ml ;1; 
place upon the Aﬀections,Col. 3. 5. Aortifie there- 
fore your Members which are upon the earth, forni- 
cation, uncleanneſs, inordinate Aﬀeition, concupi- 
ſcence and covetonſneſs which w Idolatry. The 
members that are upon the Earth , are our Aﬀe- 
Ctions, For in the outward part ofthe body, fin 
not ſeated: in particular, not covetouſneſs which 1 
there enumeratcd robe mortified amongſt cur Mem- 
bers that are on the Earth, Yea. after Grace hath 
taken poſſeſſion of the ſoul, rhe Afett:ons do become 
the princip:l feat of che remainders of fin. And 
therefore Paul ſaith, that this Law z in our Men 
bres , Rom. 7. 23, and Fames, that it wars in ozr 
' Members, (hap. 4. 1. that is, our Aﬀecions, And 
there 15 no eftimare to be taken of the work of 
mortification aright,bur bygghe AﬀeCtions, We may 
every day fee PerſongOf very eminent Light, 
that 
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that yet viſibly have unmortified hearts and con- 
verſations. Their Aﬀecions have not been cruci- 
ied with Chriſt. Now then when this Law of 
Sin can poſſeſs any Aﬀection whatever it be, love, 
delight, fear, it will make from it, and by ir, fear- 
ful aſſaults upon the ſoul. For inſtance , hath ir 
got the love oh any one entangled with the world, 
J or the things of it , the luſt of the fleſh , the luſt of 
the eyes , or the pride of life : How will it take ad- 
vantage on every occaſion , to break in upon the 
ſoul? Ic ſhall do nothing, attempt nothing , be in 
rio place, or company, perform no duty , private 
or publick , but ſin wil] have one blow or other at 
d be will be one way or other ſoliciting for it 
| elf, 
p This is the ſumm of what we ſhall offer anto 
© Wl this ating of the Law of Sir in a way of fighting 
and warring againſt our ſouls , which 1s o often 
mentioned 1n the Scripture. And a due confide- 
ration of it is of no {mall advantage unto us , eſpe- 
tally to bring us unto ſelf-abaſement, to teach 
to walk humbly and mournfully before God. 
Here are two things that are ſuired to humble - 
the ſouls of men. And they are, Firſt, A due cor- 
ldefation of God , and then of themſelves. Qf 
God in his Greatneſs, Glory, Holineſs, Power, Ma- 
j:ty and Authority, of our ſelves in our mean, ab- 
ject , and finful condition. Now of all things in 
our condition , there is nothing ſo ſuited unto this 
end and purpoſe, as that which lyes before us; 
nimely, the vile remainders of enmity againſt. 
Gol which are yet jp our hearts and natures. 
An1 it 1s no ſmall evfignce of a gracious for, 
whe 
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when it is willing to ſearch it ſelf in this matter, 
and to be kelped therein from a word of truth. 
When it is willing that the Word ſhould dive in- 
to the ſecret parts of the heart , and rip open what 
ever of evil and corruption lyes therein, The Pro- 

phet ſayes of Ephraim , Hol. 10. 11. He loved to 

tread out the corn; he loved to work when he 

might eat, to have alwayes the corn before him, 

but God ſayes he, would cauſe him to plough , a la- 

bour no leſs needful , though at preſent not ſo de- 
lighrful, Moſt men love to hear of the do&rine of 
Grace, of the pardon of fin , of free love, and ſup- 
poſe they find food therein , however 1t is evident 
that they grow and thrive in the life and notion of 
them, But to be breaking up the fallow ground bf 
'their hearts, to be enquiring after the weeds and 
Briars that grow 1n them, they delight not ſo 
much, Though this be no leſs necefſary than the 
other. This path is not ſo beaten as that of 
Grace, nor ſotrodin , thoughir be the only way to 
come to a true knowledge of Grace it ſelf. Ir 
may- be ſome who are wiſe and grown in other, 
truths, may. yer be ſo little skilled in ſearching” 
their own hearts,that they may be (low in the per- 

ception and underſtanding of theſe things. Bur 
this ſloth and negle& is ro be ſhaken off, if we have 

any regard unto our own ſogls, It is more than 

probable ,- that many a falſe' Hypecrite who have 
deceived themſelves as well as others , becauſe they 
thought the Doctrine of the Goſpel pleaſed them, 
and therefore ſuppoſed they believed it , might be 
delivered from their ſoul ruining deceits, it they 

would diligently apply chemfelves uuto this ſearch 
| be of 
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of their won hearts,” Or would+ other Profeſſor®© 
walk with ſo much boldneſs and ſecurity as ſom” 
do, if they conſidered aright what a deadly witch 
fuf 'Enemy- they' coftinually-'carry'' about with 
them arid ix them ,-'- Would they'fo much 31aulge 
as they do to'carnal joyes, and-pleaſures, or'purtite 
their pn with ſo much - delight #1d 
Sreedineſs a5 they $62 Tt were to be wiſhed;, that 
we would all apply- or: hearts more to this work, 
even to come toda trueunderſtanding of the natare, 
power and ſubrilty of this/ovr - Adverſary ; :thar 
- WI our ſouls may'be/humbled ; and that, 4 
it WJ - Firſt, Iwalking with God { His delights with 
f WM the humble ati contrite ones, thoſethat tremble at- - 
f W his word , the mourners in Sor , and ſuch arewe' 
1 only , when we have a due ſenſe oſ our own vile 
» WI condition. This will beget reverence of God; fete 
» W of our diftance from him, admiration of his Grace 
and condeſcenfiorr, a due valuation of mercy , far 
above thoſe light verbal aiery attainments that 
ſomEhave boaſted of.” | it 2h DIG 
. - Secondly , In walking wich others , it Jayes4n 
Proviſion to prevent thoſe great. evils of judging, 
ſpiritual unmercifulneſs, harſh cenfuring, : which 
I have obſerved to have been pretended by many, 
who at the ſame time, as afterwards hath ap- 
peared, have been guilty of greater or_worlſer 
crimes , thathoſe which they have raved againſt 
in ethers, This, I lay , will lead us ro meekneſs, 
compaſſion , readinels to forgive , to paſs by of- 
fences , even when we ſhall confider -what is our 
ſtare,as the Apoſtle plainly declares, Gal. 6. 1. The 
man that underſtands the evil of hi sownhearr, 
ES how 
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hawrvile 1548 ,, is. che only; uſeful, : fxuyjul and fo, 
lidly belz lieviagand. obedient perſon». Qihers ar 
kt,qnly.codeludethemfelves ,to dilguiet Families, 
Churches, and,al Relaciongwhaigygr.. Jet us then 
apa QUr Aopnptpaſely.y and then, go and ſee;if |: 
W pr T4 QUE B5AGES.j OUT 'va- il] 

luationand eftcem amonghe Profeſions, our enjoy: 
ments-J;et.us go thenand judge,condemn,reproach 
oghers that, haye. beea- tempred-;,- api {hall find, 2 
Bk £31, inconſiſteney;.1n..rhele things: - And.many, 
; the, Tike,agture Sight:bg dere wear 


upon the conſidgrxjen. :of. hogingh beet 06 
Iilwelinig-$in., i4The, way; of and..de- 
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"wept ic it eonfifteth, The: prevalency of 


SPB when bar it ſelf; when'from Tem." 
"ptztion. The Rage and Madng Bt that i fs 't 
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T' Heahird thing aff igned 1 unto this -3-l fs ba 


in "is oppoſition unto God , and the Law of 
his Grace, 1s , that; /eads the ſoul Captive, Rom, 
7 +23 i find aLaw leading me Captive,( Captivating 
me )-unto the-Law of Sin, And this is the utmatt 
height which the Apoſtle in that place carries the 
oppolition 
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oppoſitiph ang, warxing of the remainders of In- 
dwelling-Sin.unro; cloling the conſideration of it, 
wich'a:complaint of the ſtate and conditiqn of Be-- 
Levers |thereby >: id an earneſt prayer for delive-; 
rance.from it, ver. 24. O wretched man that I am, 
who ſoell deliuer we from this body of death. What 
is contained. in.this.expreflion , and intended by ir, 
ſhalhbbe declared inthe enſuing Obſervations, 
' Fir, ls is.not directly the power and aRtings of 


4 

WH the Law of Sin that are here expreſficd, bur its ſuc- 
d WI ce/5 in and ypon its aRtings.Bur ſucceſs .is the great- 
£, WI <f&icyidence of power,and leaasng Captive.n War: 


is the height of: /{gce/s, None can aime at greater 
ſugce(5 4. than to lead their Enemigs Captiye. And” 
it.1s,4 peculiar expreſſion in- the Scripture of great” 
ſugveſs: $0 the Lord, Chriſt: on his victory over 
; Satan;is ſaid\to;{end { aprivity Captive,Epbeſ. 4. 8. 
Thats , to conquer him , who.had conquered and 
prevailed upon; orhers,: And this:heidad when by 
deathy he deſtroyed orm-that bad the power of death, 
thakas.the: Devils: Heb. 2. 14. Herethen a grear 
prevalency and. poiper. of. lin ipits warringagainſt 
the ſoul-isdj{covered.- :It {o wars:; as to lead Cap- 
tive';. which had;icaot great power , it could'nor 
do ,,efpecially again that. reſi/tance of the foul 
which s.included.in this expreſlion. ve er 
Secondly, :1t.. : ſaid,  thatit. leads the--- 
ſoul-captive. u#9to.the. | Law of $72, Not to this or 
that fin , particular- fin , actual fin, but to the 
Law: of Sin. God for the moſt -part orde-- 
reth things ſa-, -and. gives out. ſuch ſupplies of 
grace unto Believers, as that they ſhall not be made 
a prey unto the or that particular fin,that it ſhould 
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me, then ſhall I be upright. He ſuppoſeth the con-' 


by ſome particular fin, - It may have ſo much 
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prevail in them, and compel them to ſerve it in 
the luſts thereof , that it ſhould have Dominion it 
over them, that they ſhould be Caprives and ſlaves WM I: 
ento ir. This is that which David prayes ſo ear- Wl {| 
neſtly againſt, Pſalm. 19. 12;-# 3. Cleanſe thou me 
from ſecret faults, keep back thy ſervant alſo from 
preſumptuou ſins, let them not have dominion over. 


tinuance of the Law of Sin in him vey. r2. which 
will bring forth errors of Life,and fecrer {ins againſt 
which he findeth relief in pardohing and clean- 
frng mercy which he prayes for.- | This faith he 
will be my condition, But for ſins-of pride and 
boldneſs , ſuch all fins are , that get Domrniomin 
a man, that make a Captive of a tian, the Lord re- 
ftrain thy ſervant from them. For what fin ſoever 
gers fuch power ina man , be it inits'own nature” 
{mall or grear', ir becomes in him whom it is, 
2 fin of bo/dneſs, pride, and preſumption. For theſe 
things are not reckoned fromthe-nature or | Kitid 
of the ſin , bur from irs prevaleney'and cuſtomia- * 
rineſs , whereim ns pride, boldneſs; and contempt*© 
of God doth confift, To che. farne'purpoſe ;-4of FT: 
miſtake not,prayes Fabez, 1 Chroniq. 10. 0 tht 
thou wouldſt bleſs me indeed and entarge my Coaſt, 
and that thine hand may be with me and that thou ' 
worldft keep me from evil,that it may not grieve we, 
The holy man took occafion-fromhis- ow!” Hame 
to pray againſt fin, that that might not be, a grief 
and ſorrow to him by its power and prevalency; 
I confeſs ſometimes it may come to this with a 
Btliever ,'that for a ſeaſon he may be lead Captive 


pre- 
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prevalency 5» him, as to have power over him. So 
it ſeemsto have been with David when he lay fo 
long in his fin without repentance. And was plainly 
ſo with thoſe in Iſa. 57. 17, 18. For the iniquity 
of his covetouſneſs was I wroth, and ſmote him, I 
bid me, and was wroth , and he went on frowardly 
in the way of bis heart ; I bave ſeen his wayes, ard 
will heal him, They continued under the power of 
their covetouſneſs : {o that no dealings of God with 
them, ſor ſo long a time could reclaim them, Bur 
for the moſt part when any Luſt or Sin doth ſo 
prevail, it is from the advantage and fartherance 
that it hath got by ſome powerful rempration of Sa- 
tan. - He hath poyſoned it , enflamed it, and entan- 
pled the ſoul. So the Apoſtle ſpeaking of ſuch as 
through ſia were fallen off from their holineſs ſayes, 
they were in the ſnare of the Dewil , being taken 
Captive by him at his will, 2 Tim. 2.26, Though ir 
were their own luſt , that they ſerved , yet they 
were brought into bondage thereunto,by being en- 
tangled in ſome ſnare of Satan. And thence they are 
ſaid to be taken alive, as a poor Beaſt in a toyle. 

And here, by the way we may alittle enquire 
whether the prevailing power of a particular ſin 
in any, be from it felf, or from the influence of 
temptation upon it , concerning which ar preſent 
take only theſe two Obſervations. 

Firſt , Much of the prevalency of ſin upon the 
ſoul is certainly from Satan , when the perplexing 
and captivating ſin hath no peculiar footing , nor 
advantage in the nature , conſtitution , or conditi- 
on of the finner. When any 1? grows high and 
prevailing more than others upen 1ts own account, 

it 
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it is from the peculiar advantage that it hath inthe 

natural conſtitution , or the ſtation or condition of 
the perſon in the world, For otherwiſe the Law 
of Sin gives an equal propenſity unto all evil , an 
equal vigour unto-every luſt. When therefore ir 
cannot be diſcerned , that the captivating fin 1s 
peculiary fixed in the nature of the finner , or is 
advantaged from his education or employment in 
the world, the prevalency of it 1s peculiary from 
Satan, He hath got to the root of it, and hath 
given it poyſon and ſtrength. Yea , perhaps ſome- 
times that which may ſeem ro the ſoul to be the 
corrupt lu/{ing of the heart, 1s nothing but Satans 
impoſing his ſuggeſtions on the imagination. If 
then. a man find. an importunate rage from any 
carruption , that. is not evidently ſeated in his na- 
rure : Let him as the Papiſts ſay , croſs himſclf, or 
fly by faith to the Croſs of Chriſt, tor the Devil 
15 nigh at hand: 

Secondly, When a Luftis prevalent unto Capt: - 
vity where it brings in no advantage to the fl, It 
is from Satan, All that the Law of Sin doth ot it 
ſelf., is to ſerve the providence of the fleſh , Rom, 
I3. 14. And it muſt bring in unto it ſomewhat of 
the profics and pleaſures that are its objet. Now 
if. the prevailing fia. do not ſo at it ſelf, if-ir be 
more ſpiricual and inward, it is much from Satan 
by the imagination, more than the corruption of 
the heart it ſelf. Bur this by the way. 

\ I faythen, that the Apoſtle treats not here, of 
our being captivatedunto this or that ſin , but un- 


tothe Law of Sin, Thar is , weare compelled to - 


bear its preſence and burden whether we will or 
no, 
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no. Sometimes the ſoul thinks or hopes that ir 
may through grace be utterly freed from this trou- 
bleſome Inmate. Upon ſome ſweet enjoyment of 
God , ſome full ſupply of grace, ſome return from 
wandering , ſome deep affliftion , ſome through 
humiliation , the poor ſoul begins to hope thar 1t 
ſhall now be freed from the Law of Sin. But at- 
ter a while it perceives that it is quite otherwiſe. 
Sin aRts again , makes good its old ftation , and 
the ſoul finds that whether ir will or no , it muſt 
bear its yoke, This makes it figh and cry our for 
deliverance. : 
Thirdly , This leading Captive argues a preva- 
lency againſt the rezirtency or contrary aCtings of 
the will. This 1s intimated plainly in this ex- 
preſiion , namely , that the will oppoſeth, and 
makes head as it were againſt the working of fin. 
This the Apoſtle declares in thoſe expreſſions 
which he uſes,ver. 15, 19, 20, And herein confiſts 
the luſting of the Spirit againſt the fleſh, Gal. 5. 
17. Thar 1s, the contending of grace to expell and 
ſubdue it. The ſpiritual habits of grace thar are in 
the IVill, doſo refiſt and a againſt ir. And the 
excitation of thoſe habits by the Spirit are direted 
to the ſame purpoſe. This leading Captive , 1s 
contrary I fay , to the inclinations and actings of 
the renewed will, No man is made a Captive but 
againſt his will, Captivity is miſery and trouble, 
an no man. willingly puts himſelf into trouble. 
Men chuſe it in its cauſes, and 1n the wayes 
and means leading unto it , but not in it ſelf. 
So the Propber intorms us , Hol. 5. 11. Ephraim 
Wis ot willinzly oppreſſed and broken tn 
Tud £ment 


883 CaptiVating power of $13. 


Zudgement , that was his miſery and trouble ; but 
he willingly walked after the Commandement of 
the /dolatrous Kings which brought him thereun- 
ro. Whatever conlent then the ſoul may give unto 
{in , which is the means of this Captivity, 1t gives 
none tothe Captivity it ſelf, that is againſt the will 
wholly. Hence thele things enſue. 

Firſt,That the power of ſin is great,which is that 
which we are in the demonſtration of , and this 
appears in its prevalency unto Captivity; againſt 
the aRings and contendings of the will tor liberty 
from it. Had it no oppoſition made unto it, or were 
its Adverſary, weak, negligent, flothful, it were no 
great evidence of irs power, that it made Captives, 
But its prevailing againſt diligence , aRtvity, 
watchfulneſs , the conſtant renitency of the wall, 
this evinceth its ethcacy, 

Secondly, This leading Captive intimates ma7- 
fold particular ſucceſſes. Had it not ſucceſs in par- 
ticular it could not be ſaid at all to lead captive. 
Rebell it might , afſail it might, but it cannot be 
ſaid to lead Captive without ſome ſucceſſes, And 
there are ſevcral degrees of the ſucceſs of the Law 
of Sin in the ſoul. Sometimes it carries the Per- 
ſon unto outward attual fin which is its utmoſt 
aim. -Sometimes 1t obtaineth the conſent of the 
will, but is caſt out by grace, and proceeds no far- 
ther. Sometimes it wearies and entangles the 
ſoul ,-that it turns afide as it were, and leaves con- 
tendins which is a ſucceſs alſo. One or more, or 
all of theſe mult be , where (aprivity takes place. 
Such a kind of courſe doth the Apoſtle aſcribe unto 
coveioulnels, 1 T im. 6. 9. 

Thirdly, 


%. 
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Thigdly , This leading captive manifeſts this 


condition to be miſerable and wretched, To bethus 
yoked and dealt withall againſt the judgment of 
the mind , the choice and conſent of the will, its 
utmoſt ſtrivings and contendings , how fad is it ? 
When the neck is ſore and tender with former 
preſſures , to be compell'd to bear the yoke again, 
this pierces, this grieves,this even breaks the hearr. 
When the ſoul is principled by grace unto a 
loathing of ſin , of every evil way ,.to an hatred of 
the leaſt diſcrepancy between it ſelf and the holy 
will of God, then to be impoſed on by this Law of 
ſin, with-all that enmity and folly , that deadnels 
and filth, wherewith it is attended what more 
dreadful condition ? All captivity 1s dreadful in its 
own nature; the greateſt aggravation of it is from 
the condition of the Tyrant unto whom any one is 
captivated. Now what can be worſe than this Law 
of fin > Hence the Apoſtle having once mentioned 
this captivity , cries our as one quite weary and 
ready to faint, ver. 24+ 

Fourthly, This condition is peculiar to Believers, 
Unregenerate men are not ſaid to be led captive ro 
the Law of fin. They may. indeed be led captive 
unto this or that particular fin or corruption , that 
is, they may be forced to ſerve it againſt the power 
of their convictions. They are convinced of the 
evil of it , an adulterer of his uncleanneſs , a drun- 
kard of his abomination , and make ſome reſolu- 
tions , It may be , againſt it. Bur their luſt is too 
bard for them, they cannot ceaſe to fin, and fo 
are made captives or {layes to this or that partti- 
cular ſin, But th:zy cannot be faid ro be led caprive 


0 
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ro the Law of ſin,and that beeaufe they are willingly 
ſubje& rhereunco, -Ic hathy, 'as it-Wwere ,, a righttul 
dominion over them ,. and they oppoſe it not, bur 
only. when it hath irruptions tothe diſturbance of 
their conſciences. And then the oppoſition they 
make unto it is nor from their wz//sbur 15 the ineer 
ating of an atfrighred conſcience, and a convinced 
mind, They regard not the azure of (1n , but its 
gaile and conſequences. Bur to be brought into 
captivity ., is that which befalls a man ' againſt his 
will. Which is all that ſhall be 'fpoken unto- this 
degree of the actings of th: power of fin, manifeſting 
i: ſelf in its ſucceſs. | 

The fourth and laſt degree-of - the oppoſtcion 
made by the Law ot fin to God, and the 'Law-of 
bis Will and Grace, is in its Rage #nd e Madneſ;. 
There is e adreſs 1n its nature, Eccleſ, 9.3. The 
beart of the ſons of men #« full of evil, and madneſs 
s in their heart. The evil that the heart of man ts 
full of by nature, is that /ndwelling-ſir whereof we 
ſpeak. And this 1s ſon their heart , that it riſeth 
up unto madneſs, The holy Ghoſt expreſſeth this 
rage of {in by a fic{tmilirude which he uſferh 'n 
fundry places , as Jer. 2. 24. Hof. 8. 9. It maketh 
men 4s a wild Aſs, ſhe traverſeth her ways , and 
faufferh up the wind, and runneth whicher her mind 
or luſt leads her, And he ſaith of Tdolaters enraged 
wich their lufts, that they are mad pon their 1dols, 
Fer. 5. 38. We may a lictle confider what lies in 
this madneſs and rage of fin , and how it riſeth up 
thzreunto, 

Firſt, Forthe-zature of it , itſeers to confift 1n 
zviglen, heady, pertinacious/prefins unto evil of 


(in; 
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ſin. Violence, itnþortunity avd pertinacy ate in it. 
Ir is the tearing and jotwtingy or the folil by iy 
fin to'force-its, conſent , and to obtain ſitisfifigh, 


* of Ie riſech up in the heart , is denied by theLaw, of 
ie) i grace,  and- tebuiked , it returns and exerts its 
cer poiſon again; the.ſoul is ſtartled, caſts ir of;it re- 


turns agam With new violence'and importunity, 
the ſoul cries out for help and deliverance , looks 
round abou to all ſpritigs of Goſpel grace and re- 
lief, trembles at the furious aſſaults of ſin, and caſts 
it ſelf into the Arthas of Chriſt for deliverance. And 
if it be not table to take that courſe, it is "uk 


hurried up arid down through the mire andÞlt 
of fooliſh imaginations,corrupt and noiſome Its, 
"Which rend and tear it , as if they would devour jzs 
"whole ſpiritual life and power. See 1 Tim.-6. 9, 
"10. 2 Pet. 2, 14. It was not much otherwife with 
them whom we. inſtanced in before., 7/a. 57-17» 
They had an inflamed inraged luſt working 1n 
them, even covetonſneſs, or the love of this world, 
by which, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, men pierce them- 
ſelves through with many ſorrows. God is angt y 
with them, and diſcovereth his wrath by all the 
"ways and.means that jt. was pollible for chemro be 
made ſenſible thereof, He was wreth and ſmoxe 
them ; but chough ir may be this ſtaggered them 
alittle , yet they went on. He is angry , and hides 
'bimſelf from them , deſerts them as to his gracious 
alliſting comforting Preſence. Doth this work tie 
effet2No they go on frewardly ſtill, as men mad on 
their covetouſneſs, Nothing can pur a ſtop totheir: 
raging luſts.. ,This is plain madneſs and fury. We 
need not ſeek far for inſtances , we ſee gen mad on 

G thetr 
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| heir luſts eyery day : And which is the warſt kind 


of w4dae{s ,. their luſts do not rage ſo much in 

Chem » as they rage in the purſuir of. them. _ Ar 

"thoſe greedy purſuirs of things in the world, whict 
we Tee ſome men engaged in , though they hays 
other 'pretences , indeed ar.” thing elſe bur plair 
madneſs in the purſuit of their luſts ?2' God wh 
ſearcheth the hearts of men , knows , that the mof 
ofthings chat are done with other pretences in the 
world , are nothing, but the aftings of men ma 

' and furious in the purſuit pf their luſts. 

.- Secondly , That fin ariſeth not unto this heigh 
{thuarily » but when it hath gor;a double adyan 
tape. | 

rſt, That it be provoked, enraged and height 
ned by ſome great remptation., Though it be 
poiſon in it ſelf , yet being inbred in nature, i 
grows not violenty outragious without the con- 
ttibution of ſome new poiſen of Sathaz: unto it in 
a fuitable rcmpration. Tt was the advantage that 
Sathan got againſt David, by a ſuitable temptation 
that raiſed his luſts to that rage and madneſs,which 
irwent forth unto inthe bulneſs of Bathſheba and 
Uriah, Though fin be always a fite in the bones, 

eyet it flames not, unleſs Sathan come with his bel. 
lows.ro blow it up. And let any. one inf whom the 

'Law offin 2riſeth to this height of rape , ſerioully 
con{ider , and he may find cur where the devil 
ſtands and puts in the bufineſ*, 

_ Secondly , It muſt be advantaged by ſome for- 
mer entertainment and prevalency- :Sin grows not 
to rhis height ar its firſt aſſaylr. * Had it not been 
{uffered 10 make its entrance, had thete'hor oy 

OY ome 
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inf ſore yieſding.to.che ſoul , this.had,not come aþguts 


MW The great wildom;and. ſecurjry.of-che. foul in;legy 
ing with indwelling fin , is co pyv a violent, Bop 
unto its beg;a»ings , its firſt mocions, 46d aftungys 
Venture all, on the firſt atremps. Die rather:than 
yield one ſtep yrito ir. 1f rhrough che degerr: of fins 
or the negligericg of the ſoul ,.or 12s. carnal canti- 
dence, to give bounds ro luſts aCtings at-otheriſe#- 
ſons , 1t-makes any entrance mipthe ſoul, and:finds 
any entertainmeyr, it gers ſtrength and power,and 
inkenſibly ariferh co rhe frame under confideranion. 
Thou hadft never. bad the experience of the fury 
of {in,, if thou. hadft not been congent, with ſome, of 
is dalliances. Hadi  rhou nor, brought up 1higfer- 
vant ; this.ſlave delicately. would not baye. now: 
preſumed beyond a ſon-. Nom:ghenwhe £-o of 
is in any particular hath. gor this, double adyats 
(4ge * the ttrrherance ofa | MIFOns 
aud ſome preyalency fotaeriy wi whereb 

itis ler into cheftrengrbs oleh ul ,acofreg ile 


On pa ot ; ORE OY 
ich p.co this frame whereof welpeake cu cl, | But 
and - Thirdly 5 We may ſee, what, campazies his. 


1es,72ge and madneſs, what are the properties of it,and. 
el. whar effects it produceth. 2 
che Firſt, 1 here js in itthe caſting off; for a timeag, 
ally {caſt , of the yoke,, rule and government of he Spi-, 
evil fic and Law of Grace. Where Grace bath the dp-, 
Minton , it will never uterly be expell'd from its 
for Throne, it will ul] Keep its right and ſovereignty. 
not WI Bur its znflxences may for a ſeaſon be intercepted, 
cen I 20d its government be ſuſpended by the power of 
een {I 11. Can wethink that the Law of grace had any 
,me I 4ftual influence of rule on the heart 7 David,when 
; G 2 upon 
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the: provoeation' received from Nabal, he 
of ohletied 'withthe defire of ſelf-revenge, that 


/igzrd on your ſwords, to his companions, 


wes vlvednortoleavealive one.man of his whole 
[d, 1 Sam.:25 34. Or that eAſa was inany 
better frame,when he ſmore the Propher,and put him 
nm Priſon , chic'fpake unto him in the name of 
rhe'Lord.'Sin in this caſe is like an'unramed Horſe, 
which having firftcat' off his Rider , runs away 
_ — worn and rage. Ir firſt cafts off a preſent 

of-the- yoke" of Chrift , and'the Law of his 


hovſho 


One” 'and-rhen hurries the foil at its pleaſure, 
Izets'z kitle conſider how this is done. - 

-1F Re ſear and refidence 'of Ce is in the whole 
Ce inthE-Mber man, iti in *themind the 
he: affe ions ; for the whole ſoul 5 & re 


ug f tht Tmiaj pe of God; "Epbeſe. 4. 23, 


2429 whoteant iS 15 a 7ew Creature, 2 Cor. 
TASTY AFM: *Qoth ir exert its power and 
efficacy /I&'Rultor Dothinion is he purſuir of its 


efectual workin#*ifi'aFthe faculties of the ſoul; 
ey.ireone* tmuttd" principle of moral and ſpi- 

'operarrohs. 7So 'then , the interrupting of 
its exerciſe., of its Rule and Power by the Law 
of Sifi; i nv <A in jrs conttafyaRing in and 
upon the faculties ani affeQibris 6Ftheſou!, where- 
off, "and by which grace thould exert its power 
ind Macy: And'this jt doch. Ir darkens the 
min&, partly through innumerable vain preju- 
dices,, '2nd falſe reaſonings , as'we ſhall ſee when 
we come'to confider its deceirfalnefs , and partly 
through the teaming of the AﬀeRions , heated 


with the noiſome- luſts that have aid hold on 
them, 
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them, Hetce .that ſaving: light: thar -1s 4n"the 
mind is clouded and ftifled, that 'it- cannot put 
forth its rransforming power tockange the ſoul in- 
to the likeneſs of Chriſt diſcovered unto it , whicky 
is its proper work , Row. 12. 2, The habitual in- 


ol BY ination of the-will to obedience ; which is vhe 
x next way of the working of the Law of grace , is 
Fr firſt weakned , then caſt aſide, and rendered uſcleſs 


by the continual ſolicitations of fin and temptation; 


e, ſo that the will firſt lets 90 its hold, and diſpmes 
nr. whether ir ſhall yield or no , and at laſt gives up 
i it ſelf ro its Adverſary , and for the eAfettions 


commonly the beginning of this evil is in them, 
They croſs one another , and torture the foul wich 
their impetuous violence, By this way is the 
Rule of the Law of Grace intercepted by the Law 
of Sin , even by impoſing upon it in the whole ſeat 
of irs Government, When this is done, it is ſad 
3» WY work chat fin will make inthe ſoul, the Apoſtle 
4 2rns Belicyers to take heed hereof , Rom. 6. 12. 
Let , not ſin therefore reign in your mortal bodies 
1 Wy t#at you ſbould obey it in the luſts thereof. Look to 
"WJ itthat ic get not the Dominion, that it uſurp not 
f MW Rule,no nor for a moment. Tr will labour to intrude 
it ſelf into the Throxe, watch againſt it, or a woful 
1 ffate and condition: lyes at the door, This then 
accompanies this rage and madneſs of the Law of 
Sin, It caſts off during irs prevalency the Rule 
of the Law of Grace wholly, Ir ſpeaks in the 
ſoul , but isnot heard , it conimands the contrary, 
but-is not obeyed. Tt cryes out , do not this 
abominable thing which the Lord hateth , but is 
not 'xegarded.; that is, not ſo far as io be able to 
} G 3 pur 
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ut: ,a Firefent andy the rage of fin, and to recover 

15 owarule ,” which God in his: own time- reftores 
to:;'it by. he; war of. ys Spirit dwelling in 
_ Us 


Secondly ,. Ugineſ or rage are accompanied 
with featleſneſs and contempt 6t danger, It rakes 
Ay the power” of confideration , and all that 
influence that it opght to have upon the ſoul. Hence 
ſinners char are wtiolly under the power of this WW 

e , are ſaid, t& rin upon God and the thick boſſes bef 
of bis burkler , Job 16, 21. That wherein he is 
armed for their utter ruine.. They deſpiſe rhe ut- 
moſt that he can doto them, being ſecretly re- 
ſolved to accompliſh their luſts though ir coſt *, 
them their ſouls. Some few aoons will 
farther clear «his umto us. _ 4 
- Firſt, Oftrimes when che foul 1s hroken looſe Mi; 
from the power ol renewing grace,God deals with ll « . 
it to keep it within bounds by preventing grace. 


cited unto, and perplexed withal.. Such are the. 
Tn of Death Judgement,und Hell, talling intp the, 


hands 


So the Lord declares thathe will deal with Jſrae!, 4 
H, ſ. 2.6. lecing thou haſt rejeRed me , I will take . 
another courſe with thee. I will lay obſtacles be- b 
fore thee that thou ſhalt not be able to paſs on - 
whicher the fury of thy luſts would drive thee. He 
will propoſe that to them from without , that ſhall ” 
obſtru& them in their progreſs. 7] 
Secondly , Theſe hinderances that God layes in " 
the way of ſinners z 2s ſhall beafcerwards at large J 
declared; are of two ſorts. : 
Firſt , Rational: conſiderations taken from the p 
conſequence of the ſin 2ad evil tharthe ſoul is ſoli- | 
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hands of the Living God , whois a conſuming fire. 
hiteſt a _man.is under the power of the Law of 
he Spirit of Life , the Love of Chriſt conſtraineth 
him, 2 Cor. 5. 14. The principle of his doing good 
and abſtaining from evil, is faith working by love, 
accompanied wich a following of Chriſt becauſe of 
the ſweer ſ{ayour of- his name. . But now when 
this bleſſed caſte yoke 1s for a ſeaſon caſt off, fo as 
was manifeſted before, Godſets an hedge of terrour 
before the ſoul , minds it of Death and Judgement 
to come, flaſhes the flames of Hell Fire in the face, 
fills the ſoul with conſideration of all the evil con- 
ſequence of ſin todeter it from its purpoſe, To this 
end doth he make uſe of all threatnings recorded 
in the Law and Goſpel. To this Head alſo may be 
referred all the confider2tions that may be taken 
from things temporal, as ſhame, reproach, 
ſcandal , puniſhments, and the, tike.. By the con- 
ſideration of theſe things , I fay, doth God ſet an 
' WH bcage beforethem. 

| Secondly , Providential Diſpenſations are uſed 
by the Lord tothe ſame purpoſe, and theſe are of 

two ſorts , , | 
Firſt , Such as are ſuited to work upon the ſoul, 
and to cauſe it to deſiſt and give over in \ts luſt- 
ings and purſuit of fin, Such are e{ffii#:ons and 
Mercies,J1ſa.57. 17. 1 was wroth and 1 ſmote them, 
I reſtified my diſlike of their wayes by Afﬀflictions; 
So Ho. 2.9, 11, 12. God chaſtens men with pains 
07 therr, bodies, ſaith he,in Fob ,to turn them from 
their purpoſe , and to hide ſin from them , F«b 33. 
17, 19. And other wayes be hath to come tothem 
ind touch them, as in their Names , Relations, 
| "—_— Eſtes 


« 
3. Captivating power of Sip. 
Eſtates and deſirable things. Or elſe he heaps 
mercies on them that they may conſider whom they 
are .rebelling againſt, Tr_may be. ſignal diſtin 
gaiſhing mercies are made their portion for many 

ayes. AM | MTs 

| Secondly , Such Is attually hinder the ſoul from 
purſuing ſin, though it be reſolved ſo ro do. The 
various wayes whereby God doth this, we muſt 
afrerwards conſider. 7 

Theſe are the wayes I ſay , whereby the ſoul is 
dealt withal , after the Law of Indwelling-S:n hath 
caſt off for a ſeaſon the influencing power of the 

Law of Grace. But now when /uſ# riſes up 0 
?age or madneſs, it will alſo contemn all theſe, 
even the Rod-and him that hath appointed it. 
Tr- will ruſh on ſhame , reproaches, wrath , and 
whatever may befall ir, That is , though they be 
preſented unto it, it will venture upon them all. 
Rage and madnels is fearleſs. And this it doth two 
wayes. '' * jo 

. Firſt, It poſſeſſetb the mind, that it ſuffers not the 

conſideration of theſe things to dwell upon ir, bur MW fi 
renders the thoughts of them {light and evanid. 

Or if the mind do force it ſelf to a contemplation 
of them, yet it interpoſeth between it and the 
Aﬀettions , thar they ſhall not be influenced by it 

m.any proportion ro what is required.- The ſoul 

m ſuch a condition will be able to take ſuch things 

into contemplation , and not at all to be maved by 

them. And whete they do prevail for 2 Teaſon, 
yer they are inſenſibly wrought off from the heart 


In 
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again. wry | 
. Secondly, By ſecret ſtubborn reſolves to venture 
all upon the way whetein it is, | And 
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And this is the ſecond branch of this Evidence 


of the power of ſm , taken from the oppoſition that 
it. makes tothe Law of Grace , 4s it were by the 
way of force, ſtrength and violence the confidera- 


tion of us decese doth now follow. 


——_—— 


CHAP. VIIL 

Indwelling-Sin proved powerful from its de- 

 ceit, Provedto be aeceitful, The Gene- 
ral Nature of Deceit. Jatn. 1. 14. opened. 
How the mind is drawn off fromits Duty 
by the Deceitfulneſs of Sin. The princt- 
pal Duties of the mind in our Obeaience. 
The wayes ana Means whereby it is turned 
from tt. 


T He ſecond part of the evidence of the power 
of Sin from its manner of operation , is taken 
from 1ts decertfulneſs. Ir adds in its working , de- 
cet unto power, The efficacy of that.muſt needs 
be great , and is carefully to be watched againſt, 
by all ſuch as value their fouls, where power and 
deceit are combined, eſpecially advantaged 
and aſlifted by all the wayes and means before in- 
fiſted on, 

Before we .come to ſhew wherein the nature of 
this decerrfulneſs of ſm deth confiſt , and how it 
prevaileth thereby, ſome teſtimonies ſhall be 
briefly given in unto the thing it ſelf, and ſome 


That 


light into the general nature of it, 
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© ThatSin, Z#dwelling-Siz , is deceittnl , we have 
the expreſs Teſtimony of the Holy Ghoſt , as Heb. 
3. 13. Take hied'that ye be not hardened by the de- 
ceitfnlneſs of ſm. Deceitful it is , take heed of ir, 
watch againſt it, of it will produce its utmoſt effe& 
in hardening of the beart againſt God. Ty is on the 
account of {in , that the heart is ſaid to be deceitful 
above all things, Jer. 17. 9g. Take a man in other 
thizgs, and as Fob ſpeaks, though he would be 
wiſe and crafty , be is like the wild eAſſes Colt, 
Fob 11. 12. a pvor, vain, empty , nothing. Bur 
conſider his heart on the account of this Law of Sin, 
it iscrafty and deceitful above all things, They are 
wiſe to do evil , ſaith the Propher', butto do good 
they know not , Fer. 4. 22. To the ſame purpoſe 
ſpeaks the Apoſtle , Epheſ. 4. 2. The old man s 
—_— according to deceitful luſts. Every luſt, 
which is a branch of this Law of Sin , is decestful, 
and where there is poyſon in every ſtream , the 
Fountain muſt needs be corrupt. No-particularjJuſt 
| hath any decerrin it , "but what is communicated 
unto it from this' Fountain'of all} atual {uft , this 
Law af Sin. And*( 2 Thefſ. 2. 10. ) the coming 
of the Man ofSin, is (aid to be in and with the 
deceivablene ſs of unrighteouſneſs, Unrighteouſnels 
is-a thing generally decryed and evil ſpoken of 
amongſt men/o:that it is not eafie to conceive how 
any man ſhould prevail bimſelf of a reputation 
thereby, Bur there'is a decervableneſs init , where- 
by 'the mindsof men are turned afide from a due 
conſideration of it;as we ſhall manifeſt afterwards. 
And thus the-account which the Apoſtte pives con- 
' cernins thoſe who are. under the'power of fin bs, 
taar 
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that they are deceived, Tit: 3. 3. And the life of 

evil men, is nothing bur Heceiving and being 

deceived, 2 Tim.'3. 13. Sothat we have ſufficienc 

Teſtimony grven unto this qualification of the 

Enemy with whom we have to deal; he is decesrful, 
which conſideration of all things puts the mind of 
man to a loſs in _ with an Adverſary. He 

knows he can have no ſecurity againſt one that is 

deceitful , but in ſtanding upon his own guard and 

defence all his dayes. 

Farther ro manifeſt the ſtrength and advantage 
that ſin hath byits.deceir , we may obſerve that rhe 
Scriptute places it' for the moft part as the head 
and ſpring of every fin , even as though there were 
no fin followed after,but where deceir-went before. 
So 1 Tim. 2.13, 14. Thereaſon the Apoſtle gives 
why Adam though he was firſt formed , was not 
firſt in the tranſgreſſion , is becauſe he was nor firſt 
deceived. The Woman though made laſt , yer be- 
ing firſt deceived , was'firſt in the fin. Even that 

firſt fin began in deceit, . and until the mind was 
deceived, the ſoul was ſafe, Evetherefore did truly 
expreſs the matter , Ger. 3. 13. though ſhe did it 
not toa good end , the Serpent beguiled me , (aith 
ſhe, and [ did ear. She thought to extenuate her 
-own crime , by charging the Serpent, And this 
was anew fruit of the fin ſhe had caft her ſelf into. 
But the matter of fa& was true , ſhe was beguiled 
before ſhe ear; deceit wem before the rranſgreſfion. 
And the Apoſtle ſhews that Sin and Saran ſtill rake 
the ſame courſe, 2 Cor. 11. 3. There is faich hegthe 
ſame way of working towards aCtual fin, as was of 
01d}; beguiling, deceiving goes before, and fin rhat 


IS 
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is the aRtual accompliſhment of it followeth after, 
Hence all the great works that the Devil doth in 
the world, to ſtir men up to an oppolition unto the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt and his Kingdom , he doth them 
by deceit , Rev. 12. 9. The Devil who deceiveth 
the whole world, It were utterly.1umpoſlible men 
ſhould be prevailed on to abide 1n his ſervice, 
ating his deſigns to their eternal, . and ſometimes 
their cemporal ruine , were they not exceedingly 
deceived. See allo Chap. 20. 10. 

Hence are thoſe manifold Cautions that are 
Stven us to take heed , that we be not decezved , if 
we would take heed that we donot fin, See Eph. 5, 
6. 1 (or. 6. 9. 1 Cor. 13. 33» Gal. 6. 7. Luke 21. 
8. From all which teſtimonies we may learn the 
influence that deceit hath into ſm,and conſequent! 
the advantage that the Law of Sx hath to pur fork 
ts power by its deceirfulxeſs, Where it prevails to 
deceive , it fails not to bring forth its fruic, 

The ground of this efficacy of {in by deceit is. 
taken from the faculty of the ſonl affeRrd with it. 
Deczit properly affeRs the mind, it is the mind 
that is deceived. When fin attempts any ather way 
of entrance into the ſoul , as by the Afe@#:ons , rhe 
mind retaining its right and Soveriignty , is able to 
gzve check and cantroul unto ir. Bu: where the 
mind is tainted , the prevalency muſt be great. 
For the mad or underftanding' is the leading fa- 
culty of the ſoul , and what that faxes on ,, the will 
and affeRions ruſh after , being capible of no con- 
{tderation- bur what that preſents; unto ;hem. 
Hence it is, that though the entanglement of the 
Aﬀettions unto fin be oft-times moſt rroubleſome, 
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| he Yet the deceit of the wind is;alwayes moſt dange- 
"WF rous ; and that becauſe of the place that it poſſeſech 
MY 5n the foul, as umto all its operations. Irs Office 
*lY is wo guide , airet , chooſe and lead , and if che 
light that is in us be darkneſs , how great is that 
darkneſs. 

And this will farther appear , if we conſider the 
nature of deceit in general, It conſiſts in preſenting 
unto the ſoul, or mind , things otherwiſe than they 
are, either in their Nature, Cauſes, Effects, or pre- 
ſent reſpe& unto the ſoul. This is the general 
nature of deceit , and it prevails many wayes. Is 
hides what ought to be ſeen and conſidered , con- 
ceals circumſtances and conſequences,preſents what 
isnot , or things as they are not , as we ſhall after- 
wards manifeſt in particular. It was ſhewed before, 
that Satan beguiled and geceived our firſt Parents; 
that term the Holy Ghoſt gives unto his tempta- 
tion and ſeduion. And how be did deceive them 
the Scripture relates, Ger. 3. 4, 5. He did it by 
| repreſenring things otherwiſe than they were, The 
fruit was deſirable , that was apparent unto the 

eye. Hence Satan takes adyantage ſecretly "ro 
in{inuare , that it was meerly an abridgement of 
their happineſs}, 'rhat God aimed at in torbidding 
them to eat of ir, - That it was for a tryal of their 
obedience , that certain thotgh not immediate 
ruine world enſue upon the eating of ir,he hides 
from ihim, only he propoſcth the preſent advan- 
tage of knowledge , and lo preſents the whole caſe 
Quite otherwiſe unto them , than indeed it was. 
This 1s the n4ture of decezt ; it is a Repreſentation 
of a' maiterundzr diſguiſes, hiding that which i, 
| unde 
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undeſirable ; propoſing that which indeed is not in 
it , that the mind may make a. falſe judgment of it, 
So Facob deceived 1/aac by his Brothers raiment, 
. and the skins on his hands and neck, _ th; 
Again , Deceit hath advantage by that way of 
management which is inſeparable from ir, Ir is al. 
ways Carried on by degrees, by little and littlegthat 
the whole of the deſtgn and aim in hand be not a 
once diſcovered. So dealc Satan in that grear deceit 
before-mentioned , he proceeds in it. by fteps and 
degrees. Firſt, He takes off an objection , and telk 
them chey ſhall not die, then propoſeth the good of 
knowledge to them , and their being like to God 
thereby. To hide and conceal ends , to proceed by 
ſteps and degrees , tomake uſe of what 1s obtained, 
and thence to preſs on to farther effects, is the true 
nxure of deceit. Srever: tells us , that the King of 
Egypt dealt ſubtilly or deceurfully with their kend- 
red, Aitz 7. 19. How he did it we may ſee, Exod.t. 
he did not at firit fall to k:ling and ſlaying of them, 
but ſays, verſ..10. Come, ler us deal wiſe . begin- 
ning to oppreſs them, This brings forth ie bon- 
dape, ver. 11. Having got this ground ro make 
them flaves , he proceeds to deſtroy thetr children, 
ver, 16. He fell.not on them all at once, but by 
degrees. And this may ſuffice to thew in general, 
Chat fin is deceitful, and the advantages thar ic hath 
thereby. | 
; For the Way , and Manner, and Progreſs of ſin 
in working by deceit , we have it fully expreſſed, 
Fames 1.14, IF. Every man us tempted when he is 
drawn away of bus own luſt and enticed , then mhen 
luſt hath conceived it bringeth forth ſin,and ſm 
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when it u finiſhed bringeth forth death, This place 
declaring the whole ot what we aim at in this mat- 
cer, mult be particulary infiſted on.  _ | 

In the foregoing verſe, the Apoſtle manifeſts 
that men are willing to drive the old trade , which 
our firſt Parents at the entrance of ſin ſet up withall, 
namely of excuſing themſclves in their fins , and 
cafting the occaſign..and blame of them on others. 
It is not, ſay they, from themſelves, their own na- 
ture and inclinatzgns ,, their own defignings , that 
they have commurred ſuch and ſuch evils , bur 
meerly from their temptations. And it they know 
not where to fix the evil of thoſe temptations, they 
will lay them on. God himſelf, rather than/ go 
without an excuſe --or extenuation. of their gwilr, 
This evil in the hearts of men the Apoſtle re- 
buketh , verſe 13. Let no man ſay when he « tem- 
pred , I am temptedof God |, . for God cannot be 
tempted of evil, neither tempteth he any man. And 
to thew the juſtneſs. of this reproof inthe words 
mentioned ,. hediſcovers the true cauſes of the riſe 
and whole progreſs of ſin,manifeſting that thewhole 
gxilt of it lies upon, the ſmner , and that the whoke 
puniſhment of it, if not gracioully prevented , will 
behis lot alſo. - | r | 

We have therefore, as was (aid ,.in theſe words 
the" whole progreſs gf luſt or indwelling-{m., by 
the way of ſubrilry, fr3ud and deceit, expreſſed and 
F:mited by the Holy Ghuſt. . And irom hence we 
ſhall manifeft the particular ways and means 
whereby it puts forth its power and efficacy in the 
hearts of m-n by deceirfulneſs and ſubtilty ; and 
we may ol ſerve inthe words, 


Firſt, 
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Firſt, The urmoſt End aimed ar in all the aRing 


of fin , or the rendency of ir in'its own nature , and dr 
that is death : Sin when'it is finiſhed bringeth forth ar 

| death, theeverlafting deathrof che inner”: pretend 

what it will this is the edit aims ar and tend; 
unto. Hiding of ends and” defigns , is the prin. ha 
cipal property 'of deceit,” This fin doth to thei © 

urmoft ; other things innumerable ir pleads, bu 
not once declares that ir aims at the death , he *© 
everlaſting death of the ſoul; And a fixed appre. br 
henſion of this exd of every fin , is 4 bleſſed means ho 
ro prevent its prevalency 1n its way of deceit ori 
beguiling. , | wi 
Seeondly, The general way of its a&ing toward; Ml .- 
that end,, is by Temptation ;, Every man u« tempted > 
of bis owjr uſt. T purpoſe not to ſpeak in general of 1 
rhenature of Temptations , it belongs not unto our _ 
prefent purpoſe , and beſides T have done it elſe G 


where. | Ir may fuffice art preſent to obſerve , that 
the life of temptation lies in deceit. © So that-in the 4 
bufineſs of fin , to be effetually rempred, and ro be Ml 5 


begniled or deceived, are the fame, Thus it was in Tt 

' the firſt temprarion , it is every where called the Ml 
Serpents begwling or deceiving, as was manifeſted nh 
before: The Serpent beguiled Eve, that is,prevailed -3 
by his temptations upon her. So that every man is ll : 

| Fempted, that is,every man Is beguled or deceived = 
by his own luſt, or :nawelng-ſi , which we have ke 
often declared to be the fame. a 


The Degrees whereby fin proceedeth in this 
work of tempti1g or deceiving , are five, For we | , 
ſtiewed before , that this belongs unto the nature IN |," 
of deceit that it works by degrees , tnaking its ad- 
' vantage by one ſtepto gain another. The 
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; The firſt of theſe conſiſts in drawing off, of 
* drawing away ; Every man is tempted when he i 
drawn away of hi own luſt. 

The ſecond is in enticing; 4nd «© enticed; 

The third, in the conception of fin , when luſf 
hath conceived;when the hearr is enticed, then luft 
conceives 1n it, . + L1:197 

The fourth is the bringing forth of ſin in its 
atual accompliſhment,When luſt hath conceivedit 
brings forth ſin. In all which there is a ſecret allu- 
fion ro an adulterous deviation from confjugal du- 
ties, and conceiving or bringing forth children of 
whoredor and fornication. ' ' ; wp 6 
1 The fifth is,che finsſh5ng of fin,the compleatihs of 
JI it; the filing up of the meaſure of ir, whereby the 
Ml £34 originally deſigned by Juſt is brought about : 
Sin when it is finsſbed bringeth forth death; As luſt 
conceiving,naturally and neceſſarily bringeth forth 
ſin,ſo ſin finiſhed jnfallibly procureth eternal deaths 

The firft of theſe-relates to the AfGnd; that is 
- WJ drawn off, or drawn away by the deceit of '{1n; 
- WW The /ecord unto the Aﬀettions,they are enticed ar 
intangled. The third ro the Will, wherein fin is 
1 <oncaved ; the conſent of the Will being the for- 
4 mal conception of aual ſin, The fourth to the 
Converſation,wherein {in is brought forth,it exerts 
1 Wt {elf in the lives and courſes of men, The fifr/ 
reſpes an obdurate courſe in {inryng, that finiſh- 
eth, conſummares, and ſhuts up the whole work of 
ſin, whereon enſues death or ecetnal ruine. 

[ ſhall priocipally confider the three firſt,whetein 
the main ſtength of the deceit of fin doth lie, an1 
/ I that becauſe in Believers, whoſe ſtare and'condition 
H | 15 
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is principally ptopoſed to conlideration, God is 
pleaſed, for the moſt part, gracioully co prever! 
the fourth inſtance,or thebringing forth of attual 
ſins 10 their converſations ; And the laſt alwaies 
and wholly, or their being obdurare in a courſe of 
fin to the finiſhing of it. What waies God in his 
grace and faithfulneſs makes uſe of to ſtifle the con- 
ceptions of ſin in the womb,and to hinder irs actual 
produdtion in the lives of men,muſt afterwards be 
{ſpoken unto. The firſt three inſtances then we ſhal 
inſiſt upon fully, - as thoſe wherein the principal 
concernment of Believers 1n this matter doth lie, 

The firſt thing which-fin is ſaid codo, working 
in 2 way of deceit,is to draw away,or to draw off ; 
whence: a man, is aid to be. drawn off, or drawn 
- away and diyerted,- namely from: atrending unto 
that courſe of obedience and holineſs, which, in 
oppoſition unto fin and the Law thereof, he is 
bound with diligencero attend unto. 

Now it is the A4:ndthar this effe& of the deceit 
of in is wrought upon; The Mind or Underſtand: 
ing, a5-we have ſhewed,is the guiding, conducting 
facuky of rhe ſoul ;; it goes before in diſcerning, 
judging,and determining to make the way of moral 
aGionsfair and ſmooth tothe Will and AﬀeRions, 
Itis-to the ſoul, what Adoſesiold his Father-in-law 
that he might be to the! People in the Wilderneſs, 
as'eyes to gnide them,and keep them from wander: 
ing in that deſolate place, Ic is the eye'of the ſoul, 
without -whoſe ;guidance the Will and Aﬀections 
would-perpetually wander in the Wilderneſs of 
this world, according/as any object, with an ap- 
pearing +preſent Goval; did offercor preſent it ſell 
unto them, | The 


” as Hf }2_ cw Or * hls © 2 


. 
—_— J— MA Aw. — I _d. 


Deceitfulnefs of Sin opened. I09 
The firſt thing therefore that fin aims 'at in its 
| deceitful working , is todraw off and divert the 
44" WF tnind from the diicharge of its duty. 
es There are two things which belong unto the 
of WY duty of the mind, inthat ſpecial office which it hath 
bis WY in and: about the obedience which God requireth, 
oN- Firft, To keep it {elf and the whole ſoul in ſuch 
ual WY & frame and poſture, as may render it ready unto 
\ be BY all duties of obedience,and watchful againft all in- 
1al BY ticements untothe conception of fin, 
pal Secondly, In particular carefully to attend unto 
c. Wh all particular actions, that they be performed as 
in; God requireth, for matter, manner, time and ſea- 
fi; ſon, agreeable unto his Will, as alfo for the obvi- 
wlll ating all particular tenders of fin in things forbid- 
nt den. In theſe two things conſiſts the whole duty of 
, NY the mind of a Believer. And from both of them 
© 158 doth [ndwelling-ſin endeayour to divert it, and 
draw it off, wa 
rent The firſt of theſe is, the duty of the mind,inre- 
nd-W ference unto the general frame and courſe of the 
ing whole ſoul , and hereof rwo things may be con- 
ng, ſidered. Firſt, That it is founded in a due conſtant 
"ral © conſideration, r. Of our ſelves, of fin and its 
ns. vileneſs. 2. Of God, of his grace and goodneſs. 
law WY And both theſe doth fin labour to draw it off from. 
els, Secondly, In attending to thoſe Daties which are 
er-W fuired to obviate the working of the Law of ſin, in 
ul, WW an eſpecial manner, 
ons Firſt, It endeavours to draw it off from a due 
5 of conſideration, apprehenfion and ſenſibleneſs of its 
ap-W own v#leneff, and the danger wherewith it is at- 
ſell tended, This in the firſt place we ſhall inſtance in. 
he H 2 A 
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A due conſtant conſideration of fin in its nature, 
in all its aggravating circumſtances, in its end and 
te ndency,cſpecially as repreſented in the Blood and 
Croſs of Chriſt ought alwaies to abide with vs, 
Fer.2.19. Know therefore and ſee,that it is an evil 

- thing anda bitter,that thou haſt for ſaken the Lord 
thy God. Every fin is a forſaking of the Lord our 
God, If the heart know not,if it conſider not,that it 
is an evil thing and a bitter, evz/ in it ſelf, bitter in 
its effes, fruit and event, it will never be ſecured 
againſt it, Beſides, that frame of heart which is 
moſt accepted with God in any finner,is the humble, 
contrite,ſelf-abaſing frame : 1ſa.57.15. Thu: ſaith 
the high and lofty one that inhbabiteth eternity, 
whoſe name tu holy, I dwell inthe high and holy 
place,with him alſo that is of a contrite and humble 
ſpirit : torevive the ſpirit of the humble,to revive 
the ſpirit of the contrite ones. Seealſo Luk, 18.13, 
14+ This becomes afinner, no garment fits ſo de- 
cently about him. Be cloathed with humility, faith 
the Apoſtle, 1 Pet, 5.5. It is that which becomes 
us,and it is the only ſafe frame. He that walketh 
humbly walketh ſafely. This is the deſign of Peters 
advice, 1 Epiſt. 1.17. Paſs the time of your ſ0- 
journing here in fear, After thit he himſelfhad miſ- 
carried by another frame of mind, he gives this 
advice to all Believers ; Ir is not a bondage, ſervile 
tear,diſquieting and perplexing the ſoul, but ſuch 
a fear as may keep men conſtantly calling upon the 
Father, with reference untothe final judgement, 
that they may be preſerved from ſin,whereof they 
were in ſo great danger, which he adviſes them 
un:0.1f ye call on the Father ,who without reſpett of 
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perſons judgeth according to every mans work paſt 
the time x <2 ſojourning here in fear. This 1s the 
humble frame of ſoul ; and how is this obtained ? 
how is this preſerved ? No otherwiſe but by a con- 
ſtant deep apprehenſion of the evil, vileneſs, and 
danger of fin. So was it wrought, ſo was it kept 
up in the approved Publican : God be merciful, 
faith he, to me a ſimner : Senſe of lin kept him 
humble, and humility made way for his acceſs un- 
toa teſtimony of the pardon of fin. | 

And this is the great preſervative through grace 
from fin, as we have an example in the.inſtance of 
Foſeph,Gen.z9.9. Upon the urgency of his your 
temptation, he recoils immediately into this frame 
of ſpirit , How,ſaith he, can I do this thing, and 
ſin againſf God ? Aconſtant ſteady ſenſe of the evil 
of {in, gives him ſuch preſervation, that he ven- 
tures Liberty and Lite in oppoſition ro it. To fear 
fin, is to fear the Lord; ſo the holy man tells us 
that they are the ſame, Job 28. 28. The fear of 
the Lord that ts wiſdom, and to depart from ini- 
quity that 1s underſtanding. 

This therefore in the firſt place,in general,doth 
the Law of ſin: put forth its deceit abour, namely 
to draw the mind from this frame, which is the 
ſtrongeſt fort of the ſouls defence and ſecurity. 
It labours to divert the mind from a due appre- 
benſion of the vileneſs,abomination,and danger of 
ſ11. Ir ſecretly and inſenſibly inſinuates leſſening, 
exculing, extenuating thoughts of it , or it draws 
ic off from pondering upon it, from keing con- 
verſant abour it in irs thoughts ſo much as it 


. cught, and formerly bath been. Andif atier the 
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hear-of a man hath through the Word, Spirit 
and Grace of Chriſt been made tender, ſofr,deep- 
ly ſenſible of fin, it becomes on any account, or 
by any means whatever to have leſs, ſewer, 
ſishter, or leſs affeRing thoughts of ir, or about 
it, the mind of that man is draws away by the de- 
ceitfulneſs of ſin, 

There are two wayes amongſt others, where- 
by the Law of fin endeavours deceitfuly tro draw 
off the mind from this duty, and frame enſuing 
thereon, 

Firſt, It doth it by an horrible abuſe of Goſpel- 
race. There is in the Goſpel a remedy provided 
againſt the whole evil of fin, the filth, the guilt of 
1t,with all its dangerous conſequents, It is the Do- 
crine of the deliverance of the ſouls of men from 
{inand death. A diſcovery of the gracious will of 
God towards ſinners by Jeſus Chriſt, What now is 
the genuine tendency of this doQrine, of this diſ- 
covery of grace, and what ought we to uſe it and 
improve it unto? This the Apoſtle declares, Tit.2. 
11,12. The grace of God that bringeth ſalvati- 
on, bath appeared ts all men, teaching us, that 
denying ungoadlineſs and worldly luſts, we ſhould 
live ſoverly, righteouſly, and godly in this pre- 
 fent world, This 1t reacheth, this we ought to 
learn of it, and by it. Hence Univerſal holineſs is 
called a converſation that becometh the Goſpel, Phil, 
I. 27. It becomes 1t as that which is anſ{werable 
unto its end, aim, and deſign, as that which ir 
requires, and" which it ought to be improved un- 
ro, And accordingly it doth produce this effe&t 
where the word of it is received and preſerved 
ul} 
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ina ſaving lighc, Row, 12. 2. Epheſ.4.20,21,22, 
23, 24, But herein doth the - decezr of fin inter- 
poſe it ſelf. Ir ſeparates between the Dot#rine of 
Grace, and the uſe and end 6f ir, It ſtayes upon 
irs notions, and intercepts its influences in its pro- 
per application, From the DoErine of the aſſured 
pardon of (in, it infinuates a repardleſneſs of Tin, 
God in Chriſt makes the alwvy cb Satan and 
. Sin make the concluſion, For that the decerrfulneſs 
of ſin is apt to plead unto a regardleſnelſs of it 
from the grace of God whereby it is pardoned, 
the Apoſtle declares in his reproot and deteſtation 
of ſuch an infinuation, Rom, 6. 1, What ſhall we 
ſay then, ſhall we continue in ſin, that grace may 
abound? God forbid, Mens deceitful hearts faith he, 
are apt to make that concluſion ; but far be ir 
from us, that we ſhould give any entertainment 
unto it, But yet that ſome have evidently improved - 
that deceit unto their own eternal ruine, Fxde 
declares, ver,4, Vngodly men,turning the grace of 
God sxto laſciviouſneſs. And we have had dread- 
ful inſtances of it 1n the daies of temptation where- 
in we have lived. 

Indeed in oppoſition unto this deceit lies much 
of the Wiſdom of faith, and power of Goſpel- 
Grace, When the mind is fully poſſeſſed with, 
and caſt habitually and firmly into the mould of 
the notion and Doctrine of Goſpel-Truth about 
the full and free forgiveneſs of all fins in the blood 
of Chrift, then to be able to keepthe heart al- 
wales in a deep humbling ſenſe of fin, abhor- 
rency of it, and ſelf-abaſement- for it, is a grear 
effect of Goſpel-Wiſdom and Grace. This is the 
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tryal and touchſtone of Goſpel-Zight. If it keep 
the heart ſenſible of ſin, humble, only, and bro- 
ken on that account; If it teach us to water a 
free pardon with tears, to deteſt forgiven fin, to 
watch diligently for the ruine of that, which we 
are yet affured, ſhall neyer ruine us, it is Divine, Ml uni 
from above,of the Spirit of Grace, If it ſecretly Ml hat 
and inſenfibly make men looſe and ſight in their Ill ing 
thoughts about fin, it is adulterate, ſelfiſh, falſe. WM far 
If it will be all, anſwer all ends, it is nothing. leſ: 
Hence it comesto paſs, that ſometimes we ſee WM anc 
men walking in a bondage-frame of Spirit all their WW to 


daies, low in their light, mean in their apprehen- lW ter 
fions of Grace, ſo that it is hard todiſcern whe- en 
therCovenant in their Principles they belong unto; Ml in 
whether they are under the Law, or under Grace, ſe 


yet walk with a more confcientious tenderneſs of 
ſinning, than many who are advanced into higher 
degrees of light and knowledge than they. Not 
that the ſaving light of the Goſpel, is not the ozly 
Principle of laving holineſs and obedience , but 
chat through tire deceitfulneſs of fin it is variouſly 
abuſea to counteance the ſoul in manifold negle&t 
of duties, and to draw off the mind from a due 
conſideration of the nature, deſert and danger of 
fin, And this is done ſeveral waies. 

Firſt, The foul having frequent need of relief 
by Golpel-Grace againſt a ſenſe of the guilt of fin, 
and Accuſation of the Law, comes at lengihto 
make ir a common and ordinary thing, and ſuch as 
may be {lightly performed, Having found a good 
medicine for its wounds, and ſuch as ic hath had 
experience of its efficacy, it comes to apply it 


ſlight ly, 
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ſ;gþtly, and rather skinneth over, than cureth its 
ſores. A little leſs carneftneſs,a little leſs diligence 
ſerves every time, until the ſoul ir may be begins 
to ſecure it ſelf of pardom in courſe, And this tends 
directly to draw off the mind from its conſtant and 
univerſal watchfulneſs againſt ſm. He whoſe light 
hath made his way of acceſs plain for the obtain- 
ing of pardon, it he benot very watchful, he is - 
far more apt to become overly, formal, and cate- 
leſs in his work, than he who by reaſon of miſts 
and darkzeſs, bears about to find his way aright 
to the Throne of Grace. As a Man that hath of- 
ten travelled a Road paſſed on without regard or 
enquiry ; but he who is a ſtranger unto it obſery- 
ing all turnings, and enquiring of all Paſſengers, 
ſecures his Journey beyond the other, 
Secondly, The deceirfulneſs of ſin takes advantage 
from the Dottrine of Grace, by many waies and 
means to extend the bounds of rhe ſouls liberty 
beyond what God hath affigned unto it. Sofne 
have never thought themſelves free from a legal* 
'bondage-frame, until they have been brought in- 
to the confines of ſenſuality, and ſome into the 
depths of ir. How often will fin plead this ſtri&- 
neſs, this exatneſs, this ſolicitude is no waies 
needful ; relief is provided in the Goſpel againſt 
ſuch things. Would you live as though there 
were no need of the Goſpel 2 as though. pardon 
of fin were tono/ purpoſe ? But concerning theſe 
pleas of fin from Goſpel-Grace, we ſhall have oc- 
cafion to ſpeak more hereafter in particular. 
Thirdly,In times of remptarion this deceitfulneſs 
of fin, will argue cxpretiy for ſz from Gofpel- 
_ | Grace , 
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_ -Grace at leaft it will plead fortheſe two things, 

Firſt, That there is not need of ſuch a tenaci. 
Gus ſevere contending againſt it, as the principle 
of the new Creature is fixed on. If it cannot di- 
vert the ſoul or mind wholly from attending unto 
temptations to oppoſe them, yer it will endeavour 
todraw them off, as to the manner of their at- 
tendance, They need not uſe that diligence 
_—_ at firſt the ſoul apprehends to be neceſ. 

ary. 

Secondly, It will be tendering relief as to the 
event of fin, that it ſhall not turn to the ruine or 
deſtruction of the ſoul, becauſe it is, it will, or 
may be pardoned by the Grace of the Goſpel. 
And this is true, this is the great and only relief 
of the ſoul againſt fin, the guilc. whereof ir- hath 
contracted already., the bleſſed and only remedy 
for a guilty ſoul. Bur when it is pleaded and 
remembred by the deceitfulneſs of fin in comply- 
ance with temptation unto ſin, then it is poy- 


ſon , poyſon is mixed inevery drop of this bat- 


fom, tothe danger, if not death of the ſoul. And 
this is the firſt way whereby the decerrfulneſs of ſin 
draws off the mind from a due attendance unto 
that ſenſe of its vileneſs, which alone is able to 
keep it in that humble, ſelf-abaſed frame thar is ac- 
ceptable with God. Ir makes the md careleſs, as 
though its work were necdleſs, becauſe of the 
abounding of Grace , which is a Souldiers neg- 
let of his ſtation truſting to a reſerve, provided 
indeed only in caſe of keeping his own proper 
place, 

Secondly, Sin takes advantage to work by its 


deceit 
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deceit in this matter of drawing off the mind from 
a due ſenſe of it, ' from the ftate and condition of 
men in the world, I ſhall give only oneinſtance_ 
of its procedure in this kind, Men 1h their youn- 
ger daies have naturally. their affteRtions more 
quick, vigorous and active, more ſenſibly work- 
ing in them, than afrerwards. They do as ro 
their ſenſible working and operation naturally 
decay, and many things befall men in their lives, 
that take off the edge and keenneſs of them. Bur 
as-men loſe in their Aﬀectons, 1f they are not 
belotted in ſenſuality, 'or by the corruptions that 
are inthe world through luſt, they grow and im- 
prove in their Undcrſtandings, Reſolutions, and 
Judgements, Hence it is, that if what had place 
formerly in their Afett:ons, do not take place in 
their minds and judgements,they utterly loſe them, 
they have no more place intheir fouls, Thus men 
haveno regard for, yea, they utterly deſpiſe thoſe 
things which their Aﬀections were ſet upon with 
delight and greedineſs in their Childhood, Bur 
if they are things that by anv means cometo be, 
fixed in their Minds and Judgements, they conti- 
nue a higheſteem for them, and do cleave as cloſe 
unto them, as they did when their Aﬀections were 
more vigorous, Only as it were they bave changed 
their ſeat in the ſoul, 'Ir is thus in thinzs ſpiritu- 
al ; the-firſt and chieteſt ſear of the ſenſiblenels of 
fin, is in the Afet#ons , as theſe in natural youth, 
are great and large, ſo are they ſpiritually in ſpiri- 
tual youth, Fer.2.2. [remember the kindneſs of thy 
youth,the love of thine efpouſals. Beſides ſuch Per- 
ſons are newly. come off from their convictions, 
wherein 
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wherein they have been cut to the heart, and ſo 
made render. Whatever touches upon a wound 
is throughly felt. So doth the guilt of fin before 
the wound given by conviction be throughly 
cured, But now when affections begin to decay 
naturally, they begin to decay alſo as to their 
ſenfible atings and motions in things ſpiritual, 
Although they improve in Grace, yet they may 
decay in ſenſe, Ar leaft ſpiritual ſenſe is not rads- 
cally in them, bur only by way of communicarti- 
on. - Now in theſe decayes, if the ſoul rake not 
care to fix a deep ſenſe of Sin on the Mind and 
Fudgement, thereby perpetually to affect the heart 
and affe&tions, it will decay. And here the deceit 
of the Law of Sin interpoſeth ir ſelf, It ſuffers 
a ſenſe of fin to decay in the Aﬀections, and di- 
verts the mind from entertaining adue, conſtant 
fixed conſideration of it. We may conſider this a 
little in perſons that neyer make a progreſs in the 
waies of God beyond conviction. How ſenſeble 
of fin will they be for a ſeaſon > How will they 
then mourn and weep under a ſenſe of the guilt of 
it? How will they cordially and heartily reſolve 
againſt it > Aﬀections are vigorous, and as it were 
bear rule in their ſouls. But they are like an herb 
that will flourith for a day or two with watering, 


although it have no root. For, a while aſter we - 


ſee, thar theſe men the more experience they have 
had of fin, the leſs they are afraid of ir, as the 
Wiſe Man intimates, Eccleſ. 8.11. Andat length 
they come to be the greateſt contemners, of {in 
in the world, No finner like him tha: hath fin- 
ned away his convictions of fin, What is the 
reaſon 
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reaſon of this ? ſenſe of fin was in their conyiRi- 
ons fixed on their AﬀeCions ; as it decayed in- 
them, they took no care to have it deeply and 
graciouſly fixed on their minds. This the de- 
ceitfulneſs of fin deprived them of, and ſo ruined 
their ſouls, In ſome meaſure itis ſo with Belie- 
vers. If as the ſenſibleneſs of the Aﬀections decay, 
ifas they grow heavy and obtuſe, great Wiſdom 
and Grace be not uſed to fix a due ſenſe of fin 
upon the mind and judgement, which may pro- 
yoke, excite, enliyen and ſtir up the AﬀecRions 
every day, great decayes will enſue. At firſt, ſor- 
row, trouble, grief, fear, affetedithe mind, and 
would give it noreſt, If afterwards the mind do 
not affe&t the heart with ſorrow and grief, the 
whole will be caſt out, and the ſoul be in danger of 
being hardened. And theſe are ſome of the waies 
whereby the deceit of ſin diverts the mind from 
the trſt part of its ſafe preſerving frame,or draws 
it off from its conſtant watchfulneſs again ſin and 
all the effeQts of it. 

The ſecond Part of this general duty of the mind, 
is to keep the ſoul unto a conſtant, holy confidera- 
tion of God and his Grace. This evidently lies at 
the Spring-head of Goſpel-obedience. The way 
whereby fin'draws off the 95nd from this part of 
its duty 1s open and known ſufficiently, —_ 
not ſufficiently watched againſt. . Now this the 
Scripture every where declares to be the filling of 
the minds of men with earthly things. © This ic 
placeth in dire&t oppoſition unto that Feavenl 
frame of the mind, which is the ſpring of Goſpel- 
obedience, Col.3. 2, Set your Aﬀettions on thing , 


abov , 
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above,not on things on the earth,or ſet your minds. 
As if he had faid, on both togerher you cannot be 
ſer or fixed, ſo as principally and chiefly ro mind 
them both. And the Aﬀections to the one and 
the other, proceeding from theſe different princi- 
ples of minding the one and the other, are oppoſed 
as directly inconſiſtent, 1 7Foh.2.15. Love not the 


world, neither the things that are un the world, if 


any man love the world,the love of the Father u not 
inbim, And actings in, a courie ſuitable unto 
theſe AﬀeRions are propoſed alſoas contrary , you 
cannot ſerve God and Mammon; Thele are two 
Maſters whom no man can ſerve at the ſame time, 
to the fatisfaCtion of both. Every inordinate mind- 
31g, then, of earthly things, is oppoſed unto that 
frame ' wherein our minds ought to be fixed on 
"God and Itis Grace in a courſe of Golpel-obedi- 
ence, ; 
Several waies there are whereby the deceitfulneſs 
of ſin. draws off the mind in this particular, but 
the chief of them is by preſling theſe things on 
the mind under the nbtion of things lawful, and it 
nay be neceſſary. So allthoſe who excufe them- 
ſelves in the Parable, from coming in tothe Marri- 
age-Feaſt of the Goſpel, did it on the account of 
their, being engaged in their /awful Callings. One 
abour his Farm, another his Oxen, the means 
whereby he ploughed in this world. By this plea 
-were' the minds of 'men drawn off from that frame 
of Heavyeniine(s which is required to our walking 
(with God,;,2nd the rules of not lovins the world,or 
*ufingic as if we uſed itnor, are hereby neglected, 
. What wiſdom, what watchfulneſs, what ſerious 
irequens 
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frequent trial and examination of our ſelves is re- 
quired, to keep our hearts and minds in an hea- 
venly frame, in the uſe and purſuit of earthly 
things, is not my preſent buſinefs ro declare, This 
is evident, that the engine whereby thedeceit of 
fin draws off and turns aſide the mind in this mar- 
ter,is the pretence of the lawfulneſs of things about 
which ir would have itexerciſe it ſelf,” againſt 
which very few are armed with ſufficient diligence, 
wiſdom and $kill. And this is the firſt and moſt 
general attempt that ;»dweling-ſinz makes upon the 
foul by deceir: Ir draws away themind froma 
diligent atrention unto its courſe in a due ſenſe of 
the evil of fin,and a due and conſtant conſideration 
of God and his Grace. | 
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The deceit of Sin in drawins off the mind 
from a due attendance unto eſpectal Duties 
of Obedience , inſtanced in Meditation 
and Prayer. 2 


'F Ow fin by its deceit endeavours to draw off 
the mind from.attending unto that holy 
frame in walking with God; wherein the ſo} 
ought to be preſeryed, hath been declared, Prg- 
ceed we now'to ſhew how it doth the ſame wor 
in reference unto thoſe eſpecial dwtzes, by which 
the defizns,' workings and preyalency of it may in 
ati eſpecial miantier be obyiated and prevented. 


in 
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Sin indeed maintains an enmity .againſt all dyries of 
obedience, or rather with God in them. Whez 1 
would do.good,faith the Apoſtle,evi! is preſent with 
me. When ever I would do good, or what good 
ſoever I would do, that is ſpiritually good, good 
in reference unto God, it is preſent with me, to 
hicider me from it, to oppole me in it. And on 
the other, ſide, all duties of obedience do lie di- 
rely againſt the aRings of the Law of ſin. For as 
the fleſb in all its atings /»ſteth againſt the ſpirir,ſo 
the fpsr:t in all its aRtings liſterh againſt the fleſh, 
And therefore every duty performed in the 
Frength and grace of the Spirit,is contrary to the 
Law of. ſifi. Row.8.1 3. If yt by the Spirit do morti- 
fie the deeds of the fleſh. Atings of the Spirit of 
grace in dutics doth this w ork. Theſe two are con- 
crary. Bur yet there are ſome duties, which in their 
own nature, and by Gods appointment, have a 
peculiar influence intothe weakening and ſubduing 
the whole. law of ſin in its very principles, and 
chiefeſt ſtrengths. And thefe the mind of a Believer 
ought principally in his whole courſe to attend un- 
to. And theſe doth in in its deceit endeavour princs- 
pally to draw off the mind from, As in diſeaſes of 
the body, ſome remedies, they ſay,have a ſpecifick 
uality. againſt diſtempers ,- ſo in this diſeaſe of 


/ the ſoul, there are ſome duties that have an eeri- 

al vertue againft this ſinful diſtemper., I ſhall not 
infiſt on many of them, bur inſtance only in two, 
which ſeem to-me to be of this nature ; namely 
that by Gods deſignation they have a ſpecial .ten- 
dency towards the ruine of the Law of ſin. ; And 
" then we ſhall ſhew the waies, methods and mee 
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which the Low of ſin uſeth to divert the mind from 
a doe. attendance ' unro them. Now theſe diffcs 
are, firſt , Prayer, eſpecially private prayer : and, 
ſecondly » Meditation, 1 put thein together , bez 
_= they much agree in their general nature and 
ring only in che manner of their pert 
ES For by Meditarion, F intend meditating 
upon whar'reſpe&t and ſuirableneſs there is between 
the Word and our own hearts, to this end, that ny 
may be brought ro a more exact conformiry. 
is our pofidering'on thie truth as it 1s in Feſws, t 
find our the image nd repreſentation of -it5n otir 
own hearts; ad ſoic harb'the fame inrerit: with 
Prayer, which is 10 bring our ſouls into a frame in 
all-things anſwering the mind and will of God. 
They are asthe blood and fpirits in the veins, that 
have the ſans lite ;* morion and uſe. * But yer be- 
cauſe perfons/are generally ar a great loſs m this 
duty of Meditarisn , having declared it robe of ſo 
great efficacy , tor the controlling of rhe aRings of 
the Law of ſm, E ſhall in our pafſage give briefly 
wo or- three rules for the dirc&ing of Believers 
toa right performance of this great duty , and they 
are thele;/* -- 

Firſt, Meditate of God with God, that is, when 
we 'would' undettake thoughts and meditations of 
God, his Exctthencies, his | Properties , his Glory, 
bis Majeſty, his Love, his Goodnefs [let i it be done 
in a way of ſpeakzng unto God, ina deep humiliart- 
on and abafement'of our ſouls before him. Thi MS, 
will fix the mind, and draw it forth from one 
thing to another , to give glory unto God in a due 
manner , and affe& the ſoul untit i be brought 
I into 
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into that holy admiration of God and delight in 
him , which is acceptable unto him. My meaning 
is , that ic he done in a way of Prayer and Praiſe, 
ſpeaking unto God.  . Ts 
. Secondly , Medrtate on the Word in the Word : 
that is , in the reading of it , conſider the ſenſe in 
the particular paſſages we infiſt upon , looking. to 
'God:for help, _ guidance and direction in the diſ- 
coyery of his mind -and will therein, and then la- 
bour to have our hearts afteRed with its 
©, Thirdly , What we come ſhort of in evenneſs 
and conſtancy in our thoughts in -theſe-things , ler 
it be made up in-frequeney. Some are diſcouraged 
becauſe their minds do not regularly. ſupply them 
with thoughts to carry - on their  medsrations, 
through the weaknels or imperfeCtion of their in- 
ventions. Let this ;be ſupplied by frequent returns 
of the mind unto- the ſubjze& propoſed to be medi- 
tated upon , whereby new ſenſes will ftill be ſup- 
plied unto ir. But this by the way. 
» Theſe duties, Iſay, amongſt others ( for we have 
only choſen them for an. inſtance , not excluding 
ſome others from the ſame place ,. office and: uſc- 
fulneſs with them ) do make an eſpecial oppoſition to 
the very being and life of Indwelling-fm, or rather 
Faith in them doth ſo. They are- perpetually de- 
 figninguts utter ruine. I ſhall therefore upon this 
#nſtance in the purſuit of our preſent purpoſe do6 
theſe rwo things. | 77 
Firſt, Shew the ſuitableneſs and »/efalneſs of this 
duty, or-theſe duries, (as I ſhall handle them joint- 
ly) unto the ruining of f1n. 
. Secondly, Shew the means whereby the deceit- 
OW. tulneſs 
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filneſs of fin- endeavours to drawoff the mind from 
# due attendance'unto them,” - 
-- For the firſt obſerve, 4 
Firſt, Thatit is the proper work of the ſoul in 
this duty , to conſider all the ſecret workings and 
WH aRtings of fin-, what advantages it hath got', what 
Wl temprations it is in conjun&ion withall , what 
" WI harm it hathalready done , and what it is yer far- 
ther ready to do. Hence David gives that ritleunto 
one of his Prayers , Pſal. 102. A prayer of the af- 
fited , when he # vuer-whelmed , and poureth'out 
his complaint before the Lord. -T ſpeak of that 
prayer which is' attended witha due conſideration 
of all the wants, traits and emergencies of the ſol. 
Without this, Prayer is not Prayer ; that is ; what: 
ever ſhew or appearance of that dury it hath-, its 
* I noway uſeful ,”either tothe glory of God-, or the 
" I good of the' fouls of men. A cloud it is without: 
water , driven by the wind of the breath of men: 
Nor was there ever any moreprefent and cffeRual 
potfon for ſouls 'found-out , thaty the binding of 
» © them unto -4"'conftane form and uſage of Iknow 
" & nor what' words in their prayers and ſupplications, 
) Bl which themſelves'do not underftand. Bind Trirens fo! 
* Df idtheir trades;; or in their buſinefſes in this world, 
" || "nd they will quickly find the effet of it. By this- 
 & means are they difenabled from any due confide- 
If ration of whar aripreſent is good for rhem/{vrvevil 
_ B untothent ,cwithout which;x6wharuſe can prayes 
* Þf ſerve, bur ro mock God, arid delude mens:own' 
" | fouls? Bur inthis kind of Prayer which.,we inſiſt 
on,the Spirit ofGod falls in to give us his aſliftahce, 
" Þ| and thar in this very matter of- finding our -and 
: | I 3 diſcovering 
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diſcovering the moſt ſecret aRings and workings 
of rhe Law of ſin. Rom. 8. 26. We know not what 
to pray for as we ought, but he helps our anfirmries: 

he diſcovers our wants unto us, and wherein chiefly 
weſtand in need ofhelp and relief. And we find it 
by, daily experience, that in prayer , Believers arc 
led into ſuch diſcoveries and conviRtions of the ſe- 
crer deceitful work of fin in their hearts, as no con- 
fiderations could ever | have led them into. So 
Davie, Pſal. 51, deligning the confeſſion of his 
atyal fin, baving his wound 1n his prayer ſearched 
by che skilful hand of the Spirit of Ged , he had a 
diſcoyery made unto.him of the root of all bis mi- 
CarFiages in his original corruption , verſe, F., The 
Spiris in this duty is-as;the candle of the Lord unto 
the-ſoul,; enabling ir to ſearch allche inward parts of 
the.belly.' It gives a-boly ſpiritual light into the 
ming ;-enabling it. to ſearch the deep;and-dark re- 
cellgs + of the heart; to find our the {ubtit and de- 
ceichal 'machinations, - figments and imaginations 
of the: Law -of fig. therein, What. ever: notion 
there be of is , what ever power and. prevalency in 
it , itis- laid hand-on apprehended ;, brought into 
the praſence of God, ;judged , condemned ; be- 
wailed,, And. what; can: poilible be more effecual 
forius/ewine aad deftrution ? Fot together with 


itsdiſcevery, application-is madeunto althat re-: 


lie whichin; Telus. Chriſbis provided againſt it, all 
WAYS 20 means;whexeby/ it may be'iruned, Hence 
it; is;,the duty ofthe,mind., to watch anto prayer, 
1'Pet; 4+.7. To attend diligently urito: the eſtate of 
our ſouls; ,-and. to. deal-fervently and-effeually 
with Gedabourit;., The like alſo-may beaid of 
e Meditation, 
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 e Meditation, wilely managed unto its proper end- 


Secondly , In this dury there is wrought upon 
the heart a deep tull ſenſe. of the v:lenefs of fir, 
with a conſtant renewed deteftation of it, which,if 
any thing, undoubtedly tends to its ruine, . This is 
one defign of prayer , one end of the ſoul in it, , 
namely to draw forth fin , to ſet it in order, ropre- 
ſent it unto it ſelf in its vileneſs, abomination and 
aggravating circumſtances, that it may be loathed, 


-abhorred , and caſt away as a filthy thing ; as.1/a. 


30. 22.He that pleats with God for (ins remiflion, 
pleads alſo with his own heart for its deteftation. 
Hof. 14. 3. Herein alſo fin is judged in the Name 
of God; for the ſoul in its confeifion ſubſcribes 
unto Gods dereſtation of it , and the ſentence of 
his Law againſt it. There is indeed a courſe of 
theſe duties, which convinced perſons do give up 
themſelves unto , as a mere covert to their luſts ; 
they cannot fin quietly , unleſs they perform duty 
conſtantly. Bur thar Prayer we ſpeak of , is athing 
of another nature, a thing that will allow no com- 
poſition with fin , much leſs will ſerve the ends of 
the deceit ofit, as the other formal prayer doth. 

It will not be br:bed into a ſecret compliance with 

any of the enemies of God, or the ſoul,nonot for a 


,moment. And hence it is, that oftentimes in this 


duty , the hearr is raiſed to the moſt ſincere effe- 
ual ſenſe of ſin, and deteſtation of it, that the ſoul 
ever obtains in its whole cour'e of obedience, And 
this evidently tends alſo to the weakring and ruine 
of che Law of fin. 

Thirdly , This 15 the way appointed and bleſ- 
{d of God to obtain ſtrength and power == 
EY I. 


128 The Mind arawn off from its Puty 


 fin.' Fam. 1.5. Doth any man lack, let him askof 


God. Prayer is the way of obtaining from God by 
Chriſta ſupply of all our wants, afliſtance againſt 
all oppoſition,eſpecially that which 1s made againſt 
us by ſin. This, 1 ſuppoſe, need not be infiſted on, 
it is in the notion and practice clear to every Be- 
liever. It is that wherein we ca#, and upon which 
the Lord Jeſus comes in to our ſ#cconur , with ſuita- 
ble help-in a time of need , Heb. 2. 17. 

Fourthly', Faith in Prayer countermines all the 
workings of the deceit of tin , and that becauſe the 
foul: doth therein conſtantly engage it ſelf unto 
God to oppole all fin whatſoever. P/al. 119. 106. 
Thave ſworn, and I will perfom it ,that I will keep 
thy righteous judgments, This 1s the language of 
every gracious ſoul in irs addreſſes unto God : the 
inmoſt parts thereof engage themſelves ro God to 
cleave to him in all things, and to oppole fin in all 
things, He that cannot do this , cannot pray, To 
pray with any other frame , is to flatter God with 
our lips, which he abhorreth. And this exceedingly 
helps a Believer in purſuing ſor unto Its ruine, 
For, ., | 
Firft, If there be any ſ{ecrer Juſt that lies lurking 
in the heart , he will find it either riſing up againſt 


this engagement , or uſing its artifices to ſecure it, 


ſelf from it.- And hereby it is diſcovered , and the 
conviction of the heart concerning its evil fur- 
thered and ttrengthened. Sin makes the moſt cer- 


tain diſcovery of it ſelf , and never more evidently 


than when it is moſt ſeverely purſued. Luſts in men 
are compared to hurtful and o:ſome beaſts, or 
men themſelves are ſo becauſe of their luſts, 
b | Jſa. 
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1ſa. 1 1. 45.5 Now ſuch Beaſts uſe themſelves to 
their dens and coverts , and never diſcover them- 
ſelves, atleaſt ſo much intheir proper nature and 
rage,as when they are moſt earneſtly purſued. And 
ſoiris with fin and corruption in the hearr, 

Secondly, Ifany fin be prevalent in the ſoul ,ir 
will weaken it, and take it off from the univerſality 
of this engagement unto God , it will breed a 
tergiverſation untoit,a ſlighineſs in ir. Now when 
this 15 obſerved , it will exceedingly awaken a gra- 
cious ſoul, and ftir it up to look aboutit. Asa 
ſpontaneous laſſitude , or a cauſeleſs wearineſs and 
indiſpolition of the body , is looked on -as the fign 
of an approaching Feaver , or ſome dangerous di- 
ſtemper , which ſtirs up men to uſe a timely and 
vigorous prevention, that they be not ſeiſed upon 
by it ; ſo'is it in this caſe. When the foul ofa Be- 
liever finds in it ſelf an :nd:þoſnzor to make fervent, 
fincere engagements of univerſal holineſs unto 
God , itknows that there is ſome prevalent di- 
ſtemper in it , finds the place of it, and ſets ut ſelf 
againſt it. 

Thirdly, Whilſt the ſoul can thus conſtantly en- 
gage it ſelf unto God, ir is certain that fin can riſe 
unto NO 748045 prevalency. Yea, it 1s a conqueſt 
over {in,a moſt confiderable conqueſt, when the ſqul 
doth fully and clearly , without any ſecret reſerve, 
come off with alacrity. and reſolution in ſuch an 
engagement , as Pſal. 18. 23. And it may upon 
ſuch a ſucceſs triumph in the grace of God , and 
have good hope through faith , that it ſhall have a 
final conqueſt ,- and whar it ſo refblves, ſhall be 
done , that it hath decreed athins, 4ad irfi all be 

| I 4 eſtabliſhed 
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eſtabliſhed. And this nd: to rhe dſappointment, 
yea, to the ruine of the Law cf fin. | 

Fourthly , If the heart be not deceived by curſed 
bypecriſie , this engagement unto God will greatly 
influence it unto a peculiar diligence and watchful. 
neſs againſt all fin.” There is no greater evidence of 
hypocrifie , than to have the hear: like the whor:ſh 
woman , Prov. 7. 14. toſay, 1have paid my vows, 
now I may take my ſelf unto. myſm, Or to be 
nepligent abour fin , as being /atzsfied thar it hath 
prayed againſt it, Ir is otherwiſe 1n a gractous ſoul, 
Senſe and conſcierice of engagements againſt fin 
made to God, do make it univerfally watchful 
againſt all its motions and operations, On theſe 
and ſundry other accounts, doth faith in this duty 
exert it felf peculiary , to the weakening of the 
-_ , and topping of the progreſs of the Law of 
ok {+1 | 

If then the mind 'be diligent in ts watch and 
charge , to preſerve the ſoul from the efficacy of 
fin , it will carefully atrend unto this duty, and the 
due performance of it, which is of ſuch ſingular 
advantage unto its end and purpoſe. Here there- 
fore fin puts forth its deceit in its own defence : it 
fabours to divert and draw off the mind from 


attending unto this and the like duties. And there 


are, among others, three engines , three ways and 
means , whereby it attempts the accompliſhment 
of its deft9n. 
Firſt, Ir makes advantage of its wearineſs unto 
the fleſh. There is an Aver ſation, as hath been de- 
clared in the Law of Sin unto all immediate com- 
munion with God. Now this duty is ſuch, There 
| Is 
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1s nothing accompanieth it whereby the carnal part 
of the ſoul may be gratified, or ſatisfied, as there 
may be ſomewhat of that nature in moſt publick, 
duties, in moſt rhar a man can do, beyond pure 
ats of faith and love, No relief or advantage 
then coming in by it , but what is purely ſpirtual, 
it becomes weariſome, burdenſome to fleſh and 
blood. It is like travelling alone withour Com- 
panion or diverſion , which makes the way ſeem 
. long, but brings the Paſſenger with moſt ſpeed to 
his journeys end. So our Saviour declares , when 
expeQing his D#/csples according to their duty 
and preſent diftreſs ſhould have been engaged in 
this work , he found them faſt aſleep , Maith. 26. 
41. The Spirit , ſaith he, indeed & willing , but 
the fleſh is weak. And our of that weakneſs grew 
their indiſpoſition unto, and wearineſs of their 
Duty. So God complains of his Pebple, Iſa. 43. 
22. Thou haſt been weary of me. And it may cone 
at length unto that height which is mentioned, 
Mal. 1. 13. Ye have ſaid , behold what a wearineſs 
is it , andye have ſnuffed at it , ſaith the Lord of 
Hoſts, The Fews ſuppoſe that it was the language 
of men when they brought their Offerings or 
' Sacrifices on their ſhoulders , which they pre- 
tended wearyed them, and they panted and 
blowed as men ready to faint under them , when 
they brought only the torn, and the lame, and 
the fick. But fo is this duty oftentimes to the 
fleſh, And this the deceitfulneſs of ſin makes uſe 
of, to draw the heart by inſenſible degrees from a 
conſtant attendance unto ir. It puts in for the 
relief ofthe weak and weary fleſh, There is a 
COM- 
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complyance between ſpiritual fleſh , and natural 
fleſh in chis matter , they help one another, and an 
averſation unto this duty is the effec of their com- 
plyance. So it was in the Spowſe, Cart. 5.2, 3. She 
was aſleep drowſing in her fprrsrual condition, and 
pleads her natural unfirnefs to roule her ſel: from 
thar ſtate, If the mind be not diligently watchful 
topxevent inlinuarions from hence , if it dwell not 
conſtantly on thoſe conſiderations which evidence 
- an attendance unto this duty to be indiſpenſible, 
if ic ſtir not up the principle of Grace in the 
heart to retain its Rule and Soveraignty, and 
" Not to be dallied wichal by fooliſh pretences , 
it will be drawn off, which is the effect 
aimed at. | wo 

Secondly , The deceitfulneſs of fin makes uſe of 
corrupt reaſonings taken from the Jrang and 
. urging occaſtons of life. Should we , layes it in the 
hearrc, attend ſtrictly unto all duties in this kind, 
we ſhould negle& our principal occaftons, and be 
#ſeleſs unto our ſelves and others in the world. 
And on this general account , particular b»ſineſſes 


diſpoſſe(s particular duties from their due place and * 


time. Men have not leiſure to glorifie God and 
fave their own ſouls, Ir is certain , that God gives 
us crime enough for all chat he requires of us in 
any kind in this world. No duties necd to juſtle 
one another , I mean conſtantly. Eſpecial occaſi- 
ons muſt be determined according, unto eſpecial 
circumſtances, But if in any thing we take more up- 
- ON us than we have time wellto perform it in with- 
out. robbing Gud of that which is due to him and 


' our own ſouls, this God calls not unto, this he 
| bicfſerh 
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bleſſerh us not-in. It is more tolerable that our 
duties of holineſs and regard to God, ſhould-in- 
trench upon the duties of our Callings and em- 
ployments in this world , than on the contrary; 
4 yer neither doth God require this ar our 
hands in an ordinary manner or courſe. How little 
then will he bear with that which evidently is fo 
much worſe upon all accounts whatever, But yet 
through the deceirfulneſs of fin, thus are the ſouls 
of men beguiled. By ſeveral degrees they are at 
length driven from their duty. 

Thirdly , It deals with the mind to-drayy it off 
from its attendance unto this duty by a tender of 
a compenſation to be made in and by other duties. 
As Saul thought to compenſate his diſobedience 
by Sacrifice, May not the ſame duty performed in 
publick, or in the Family ſuffice ? And if the ſoul be 
ſo fooliſh as not to anſwer,thoſe things ought to,be 
done , and this not to be left undone , 1t may be 
enſnared and deceived. For beſides a command 


unto it , namely, that we ſhould perſonally watch® 


unto prayer , there is as hath been declared ſundry 
advantages in this duty ſo performed againſt the 
deceit and. efficacy of {in , which in the more pu- 
blick attendance unto it, it hath nor. Theſe iin 
ſtrives to depriye the ſoul of by this commutation 
which by its corrupt reaſonings it tenders unto tt. 

Fourthly, I mzy add here that which hath place 
in all the workings of fin by decezt , 'namely , its 
feeding the ſoul with promiſes and purpoſes of a 
more diligent attendance unto this dury when oc- 
calions will permir. By this means it brings the 


ſoul to ſay unto its conviRtions of duty , as Felix 
| did 
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did to Pawl , Go thy way for this time , when I have 
4 convenient ſeaſon,1 will call for thee. And by this 
means oftentimes the -preſent ſeaſon and time, 
which alone is ours, is loſt irrecoverably. 
Theſe are ſome of che wayes and means where- 
by the decerr of fin endeavours to draw off the mind 
from its due attendance unto this duty , which is 
fo' peculiarly. ſuited to prevent its progreſs and 
prevalency, and which aims ſo direRly and imme- 
diately at its ruine. T might mſtance alſo in other 
duties of the like tendency, But this may ſutfice 
to diſcover the nature of this part of the deceit of 
fin. And this is the firſt way whereby it makes way 
for the farther entangling of the AfeZions and 
the conception of fin. When ſin hath wrought this 
effe&t on any one, he is ſaid to be drawn away , to 
be diverted from what in his mind he ought con- 
ftantly to atrend unto , in his walking before the 
Lord. 
. And this will inſtruct us to ſee and diſcern 
where lyes the beginning of our declenſions and 
failings in the wayes of God , and that either as to 
our general courle ,-or as to our attendance unto 
eſpecial duties. And this is of great importance 
and concernment unto us, ' When the beginnings 
and occaſions of a ſickneſs or diſtemper of body are 
| known, it is a great adyantage ro dire& in and 
unto the cure of ir. God to recall S50y to bimſeIf 


fhews her where was the beginning of her ſon, 


Afccah 1.73. Now this is that which for the moſt 
part is the beginn:ng of ſin unto us, even the draw- 
ns off the mind from a due atrendance in all 
things unto the diſcharge of its dury, The prin- 
cipal 
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cipal ' care - and charge of the ſoul [yes on the 
mind ; and if that fail of its duty, the whole is 
betrayed , either as unto its general frame , or as 
unto particular miſcarriages. The failing of the 
mind , is like the failing of the Watch-man in Eze- 
kiel , rhe whole is loft by his negle&. This there- 
fore in that ſe/f-/cratiny and fearch which we are 
called unto , we are moſt diligently to enquire af- 
ter. God doth not look at what duties we-per- 
foxm.,, as.to their number and cale , or as to their 
nature meerly , but whether we do them with 
thar intention of mind and Spirit which he re- 
quireth. Many men perform duries'in a, road or 
courſe , and do not as it were, ſo much as think of 
them. Their minds are filled with other things, 
only doty takes. up ſo much of their time, This 
is. but, an endeavour. to. mock God , and deceive 
their,own ſouls. Would you therefore take the 
true meaſure of your ſelves : conſider how it is 
with you as to-the dury of your minds which we 
have enquired after. Conſider whether. by any of. 
thedecens mentioned, you have nor been deverted 
and drawn away:; and if there be any decayes up- 
on you-in any ' kind , you will find that there. hart 
| beenthebeginning-of them. By one way or other: 
yaur winds: have been made heedleſs.,. regardleſs, 
ſlachfulc, dhcerrain , being beguiled and drawn off 
frorbtheigduryy Conſider the charge,; Prov. 4. 234 
25; 26, 27.'May-not ſuch a foul ſay , it I had 
attended more diligently , if I had conſidered.more: 
wildly the vile nature of fin, if I had not ſuffered my 
mind to be poſſefied with vain hopes and fooliſh 
Kmaginations, by a curſed abuſe of ar” 
I 


T36 The Mind drawn off, &C. 


If Thad not permitted it to be falled with the things 
of the world', and ro become negligent in attend- 
ing unto, eſpecial duties , I had nor at this day been 
thus fick ,- weak, thrifileſs', wounded , decayed, 
defited. My careleſs, my deceived mind,hath been 
the beginning. of (in and tranigreſtion unto my ſoul. 
And this diſcovery-will direct the foul unto a ſu- 
table way-for 1ts heating and recovery , which will 
never be effected by a multiplying of particular 
duties, bur by. a/ reſtoring of the mind, Pſal. 
235" 3 plane" The 

And. this alſo doth hence appear to be the great 
means of preſerving egr ſouls, both as unto their 
general frame and 'parcicular  duries according to 


the mind and wilof God , namely to endeavour 


afrer a ſound, and : ſtedfaft mind.-It is a fignal 
Grace to.have the /Spirir- of power and love , and 
ofa ſound mind;2:T-zm: 1./7. A ſtable ; ſolid: re- 
iolyed mind inthe things of God,not cafily moved, 


diverted, changed; not drawi-afitle;, a mind riot - 


apt 10 hearken afier corzupt reaſonings,' vain in- 
finuazions, or pretencestodraw- it off from itsdixy. | 


This -is that whichitbe Apoſtle: exhorts Believers: 
unto!, 1.:Cor; 15:38. .T berefore my beloved Bre- * 


thren,be ſtedfaſt,unmoueable,alwayes abonnding mn 
the work of the-Lord.The ftedfaſtneſs of aur mmds- 
abiding in their -diwy , is theicauſe of alb obrixors: 
mnopeableneſ5,and fruicfulneſsin-obedience: Andi(o 
Peteritells us that thoſe, who are by\any means led- 
_ away', orenticed, they fall from their own ſtedfaſt- 
neſs, 2 Pet.-3.7. Andthe great blame that is laid” 
upen-BackYiders.is,that they are mor ſtedfaſt, P/al. 
78-37. Ther Spirit waz not ſtedfaft,For if the ſoul 


te- 
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be ſafe, unleſs the mind-be drawn off from irs duty, 
che ſoundneſs and ftedfaftneſs of the mind is 1ts 
eat preſervative. And there are three parts of 
his ſtedfaſtneſs of the mind, Firſt, A full purpoſe of 
cleaving to God in all things. Secondly , Adaily: 
renovation and'quickning of the heart unto a dil- 
charge of this purpoſe. Thirdly, Reſolutions againft 
all dalliances or parties about hegligencies in that 
diſcharge ; whnch'l are not here to be ſpoken unto, 
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CHAP. N, 


T he Deceit of Sin in drawing of the Mind 
rom its hung unto particular Duties 
Farther ſcovered. Several things requi- 
 redin the Mind of Believers with reſpett 

|, tanto partieular Duties of Obedience, The 


: Atings af Sinn a way of Dereir, to divert 
Gn een 4H them, 


i 4 


E have not: as + brought unto an Iſſue 
the Firſt way © f the working of the deceit 
of n , namely ,in its drawing away of the mind 
from the diſcharge of its duty , which we infift up- 
on the longet upon a double account. 
!-Firſt,Becauſe of irs i importance and concernment, 
If the mind be drawn off; if it be tainted, weakned, 
turned afide from a dye and fri attendance-un- 
toits charge'and Office, the whole Soul , Will, 
and Aus, are certainly emangled and drawn 


into * 
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into-fin , as hath been in part declared , and will 
afterwards farther appear. This,we ought there- 
fore to give diligent heed unto , which is the.de- 
fign of the Apoſtles Exhortation, Heb. 2.1. Thexe- 
fore we ought to guve the more earneſt heed to the 
things which we have heard, leſt at any time we 
ſbould let them ſlips; Its a failure of our minds; by 
the deceirfulneſs of fin , in lafing the life , power, 
ſenſe and impreſſion of che Woazd-which he cautions 
us againſt. And there is no way to prevent it but by 
giving of moſt earneſt heed unto the things which 
we have heard, which expreſſerh the whole duty 

of our minds in attending unto obedience. 
Secondly , Becauſe the aftings and workings of 
the ind being ſpiruual, are ſuchas the conſcience 
unleſs clearly enlightened , and duly excited and 
ſtirre> up, is not affe&ted withal, ſo as torake 
due notice of chem. Conſcience 'is not apt to 
exerciſe reflex as upon the minds failures , as 
principally reſpe&ting the ats of the whole foul. 
When the fHfeitions are entangled 'with fin (. of 
which afcerwards.) or the Wull-begins to conceive 
ir by '1ts expreſs conſent, Conſcience is apt to 
make an uproar:ia the ſoul , and, zo: give irnoweft 
ox quiet until che ſoul be reclaimed.,- or it ſelf be 
one way.or other bribed or dehauched.. Bu theſe 
negles of the mint being ſpiritxal, without very 
diligent attendance ,/ they are.ſeldom taken notice 
of. Our minds are often in the-Scriptures', called 
our Spirits , as Rom. 1. 9. Whom I ſerve in-my'Spi- 
#it . and are-diftinguiſhed from-the ſox!.,, which 
principally intends the AﬀeRtons ,; in that diftri- 
bution ; 1 Theſſ. 5-23. Santifie you wholly”, ou 
whole 
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whole ſpirit ard foul , that is , your tnind and Aﬀec 
Rions. ' Tris rrue where the Spirit is uſell'to ex 
' preſs ſperitual gitts,it is as unto thoſe gifts oppoſed 
to our underſtandings, 1 Cor 14. 15, Winth is 
there taken for the firſt a& of- the mind in # ra- 
tional perception of things. But as that word. is 
applyed unto any faculty of our ſouls , it is the 
mind that it exprefſeth. This then being our Spir:r, 
the aftings of ir are ſecret and hidden , and notto 
be diſcovered without ſpiritual wiſdom and di- 
ligence, Let us not ſuppoſe then that we dwell 
r00 long on this confideration, which is of fo great 
importance to us, and yet ſo hidden , and which 
we are apt to be very inſenfible of; and yer our 
carefulneſs in this matter is one of the beft evi- 
dences that we have of our fincerity. Let us not 
then be like a man that is ſenſible ,- and complains 
of a cut finger , but not of a decay of Spirits tend= 
mg unto death.. There remains therefore as unto 
this head of our diſcourſe, the conſideration of 
the charge of the mind.in reference unto particulat 
duties and fins. And in the conſideration of it , we 
ſhall do theſe two things. | 
Firſt, Shew what is required in the mind of a Be- 

Lever in reference unto particular duties, | 

Secondly, Declare the way of the working of the 
deceit of fin to draw it off from its attendance 
-thereunto. The like atſo ſhall be done with reſpeR 
unto particalar fins, and their avoidance. 

\ Firſt, For the right performance of any Duty, it 
1s not enough that the thing it ſelf required be per- 
formed , but thar it beumverſally ſquared and fic- 
ted vnto the rule of ir. Herein lyes the great du- 
ty of the 57d, namely , to attend unto the Rule of 
K  Curies, 


\ 
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dmies.,. and to take care that all the concernments 
of them be ordered thereby. Our progreſs in obe- 
dience , is our edification-or building. Now it is 
but @ very little fartherance unto.a bu:/ding , that 
a.man bring wood and ſtones and heap them up 
together without order, They muſt be hewed and 
ſ{quared:, and fitted by line and rule , if we intend 
to build. Nor is it unto any advantage unto our 
edification in faith and obedience , that we multi- 
ply duties , if we heap them upon one another , if 
we order and diſpoſe them not according to rule. 
And-theretore doth God expreſly reject a mul- 
titude. of duties when not univerſally ſuited unto 
the Rule , Iſa. 1.11. To what purpoſe ts the mul- 
titnde of your Sacrifices , and v. 14. They are 4 
trouble unto me, I am weary to bear them. And 
therefore all acceptable obedience is called a 
proceeding according unto rule , Gal. 6. 16. it is 
a Canonical, or regular obedience. As letters in 
the Alphabet heaped together Ggnifie nothing, un- 
leſs they arediſpoſed into their proper order , no 
more do our duties without this diſpoſal. That they 
be ſo, is the great duty of the mind, and which with 
all diligence it is to attend unto, Epheſ. 5. 15. 
Walk circumſpettly?, exactly , accurately , that is, 
diligently 1n all things , take heed to the Rule of 
what you do. We Walkin duties, but we walk 
circumſpettly in this attention of the mind. 

Secondly , There are ſome ſpecial things which 
the Rule directs unto , that the mind is to attend in 
every duty , as, ; 

Firſt, That asto the matter of it, it beſull and 
compleat. Under the Law , no Beaſt was allowed 
ro be a Sacrifice that had any member wanting, 

any 
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any defe& of parts. Such were rejeRted as well a; 
thoſe rhat were lame or- b/ind. Duties muſt be 
compleart.as to the parts, the matter of thetn; There 
may beſuch a parrt of the price kept back , as may 
make the tendering of all the reſidue unacceptable. 
Saul ſparing eAyag and the fatteſt of the Canle, 
rendered the deſtroying of all the reſt uſeleſs. Thus 
when men will g:ve alms, or perform other ſer- 
vices, but not unto the proportion that the Rule 
requireth , and which the mind by diligent at- © 
tention unto it might diſcover , the whole duty is 
vitiated, | 
Secondly, Asto the Principle of it, namely, that 
it be done in faith, and therein by an aRtual deri- 
vation of ſtrength from Chriſt, ( Jobx 15. 5.) 
without whom we car do nothing. It is not enough 
that the Perſon be a Believer , though that be ne- 
ceſſary unto every good work , Epheſ. 2. 10. But 
alſo that faith be peculiarly ated in every duty 
that we do. For our whole.obedience is the obedrence 
of faith, Rom. 1; 5. that is , which the Doctrine of 
aith requireth,and which the grace of faith beareth 
or bringeth forth. So Chriſt is expreſly ſaid ro be 
our life , (ol. 3.4. Our ſpiritual life, thar isthe 
Spring , Author , and Cauſe of it; Now as in life 
natural, no vital a& can be performed , but by the 
aRual operation of the principle of life it ſelf, S0 
n life ſpiritual, no ſpiritually vital a& , that is , no 
duty acceptable to God , can be performed but by 
the actual working of Chriſt , who is our life. 
And this 1s no other way derived unto us but 
by faith. Whence faith the Apoſtle, Gal: 2. 20. 
Chrift liveth in me , and the life which 1 now lead 
in the fleſh ,- is by the faith of the Son of God. 
K Z Not 
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Not only was Chriſt his life, a living principle un- 
ro him, but he led a life , that is, diſcharged vital 
ations in all duties of holineſs and obedience , by 
the faich ofthe Son of God , or in him , deriving 
ſupplies of Grace and trength from him hereby, 
. This therefore ought a Believer diligently to at- 
tend unto , namely, that every thing he doth to 
God, bedone in the ſtrength of Chriſt , which 
wherein it conſifteth oughc diligently to be. en- 
quired into by all who intend to walk with God. 
Thirdly, In this reſpe& unto Rule, the anne 
of the performance of every duty is to be regarded, 
Now there are two things in the manner ofthe 
performance of any duty which a Believer, who i; 
truſted with ſpiritual light , ought to attend unto, 
Firſt, that it be done zz the way, and by the 
means that God hath preſcribed with reſpe& unto 
the ou: ward manner of its performance. And this 
15 eſpecially to be regarded in duties of the wor- 
ſhip of God, the matter and outward manner 
whereof do both equally fall under his command, 
If this be not regarded , the-whole duty is vitiated, 
I ſpeak not of them who ſuffer themſclves to be 
deluded by the decertfulneſs of fin, utterly to diſre- 


gard the rule of the word inſuch things, and to}: 


worſhip God according to their own imaginations; 
but of them principally, who although they in ge- 
neral profeſs tro do nothing but what God re- 
quires , and 2s he requires it , yet do not diligently 
attend tothe Rule , to make the Authority of God 
to. be the ſole cauſe: and-reaſon both of what they 
do, and of themanner of theperformance of it, 
And this \is the xeaſon that God ſo ofcen calls on 
his People to conſider diligently and _wiſcly , 4s 
ney 
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they may doall according as he had commanded. 

Secondly ; The Aﬀections of the heart and mind 
in duties belong to the performance of them in the 
inward manner. The preſcriptions and commands 
of God for attendance hereunto are innumerable, 
and the want hereof renders every duty an abo- 
mination unto him. A Sacrifice without an heart, 
without ſalt , without fire, of what value is it > No 
more are.duties without ſpiritual AﬀeRions. And 
herein is the mind to keep the chirge of God ;- to 
ſee that the- heart which he requires be tendered 
to him. And we find alſo that God requireth 
eſpecial Aﬀetions to accompany ſpecial duties. Fe 
that gives with chearfulnefs, which if they are not 
attended unto , the whole 1s loſt. ; 

Fourthly , The mind is to attend unto the Ends 
of duties , and therein principally the glory of God 
in Chriſt, Several other ends will fin and ſelf 
impoſe upon our duties: Eſpecially rwo it will preſs 
hard uponus with : Firſt , Satisfattion of our con- 
vittions and conſciences. Secondly , The praiſe of 
men, For ſelf-righteouſneſs and oftentation are 
the main ends of Men that are fallen off from God 
in all moral duties whatſoever. In their fins they 


' endeavour for to fatishe their luſts, in their duries, 


their conviction , ant! pride. Theſe the mind of 
a Believer 1s diligently to watch againſt , and to 
keep up inal] a ſingle eyeto the glory of God, as 
that which anſwers the great and genera! rule of 
all our obedience , Whatever you do, doit all to the 
glory of God, Theſe and the like things, I fay, 
which are commonly ſpoken unto ,isihe mind of a 
Belieyes obliged to attend diligeMy ard conſtant- 

Ky | ly 
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ly unto , with reſpe& unto all the particular duties 
\of our walking before-God. Here then lyes no 
ſmall part of che deceit of fin; Namely , to draw 
the mind off from this watch , to bring an inadver- 
tency upon it , that it ſhall not in theſe rhings keep 
the watch and charge of the Lord. And if ir can do 
ſo, and thereby rip our duties of all their excel. 
lencies which lye in theſe concernmgnts of rhem, 
that the mind 1s to attend unto _ it will 'not much 
trouble it {elt uor us about rhe duties themſelves. 
And this it attempts ſeveral] wayes, 

Firſt , By perſwading the 54 ro content it ſelf 
with generals, and to take it off from attending 
unto things 1n particular inſtances, For example; 
it would per{wade the ſoul to reft ſatisfied in a 
general aim of doing things to the glory of God, 
without conlidering- how every particular duty 
may have that tendency. Thus Sa»! chought that 
he had fulfilled his whole dury , and done the will 
of.God , and ſought his Glory in his war againſt 
eAmalck , when for want of attendance to every 
particular dury in that ſervice, he had diſhonoured 
God, and rujned himſclf and his Pofterity. And 
men may perſwade themſelves, .that they have a 
general deſign for the Glory of God,when they have 
_* noactive principle in particular duties tending at 
all that way. But if, inſtead of fixing the niind 
by faith on the peculiar advancing the glory of 
God in a duty , the ſoul content it ſelf with a gene- 
ral notion of doing ſo, the mind is already diver- 
ted and draw off from its chrage by the deceitful- 
neſs of ſin, If a -man be travelling in a journey, 
it 1s not onlg#equired of him, that he bend 
his 
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his courſe that way , and ſo go on, but'if he attend 
not unto every turning , and other -ovccurrences' in 
his way, he may wander and never come'to his 
journeys end. And if we ſuppoſe 'that in genera 
we aimat the Glory of God , as we all pre 

do, yet if we attend not rito i diſtinly' jc 
every duty that occurs in'our way ; we ſhall never 
attain the eng 4imed at. And he Whoſarrsfic him 
ſelf with this general purpoſe , without aRing tn 
every ſpecial Jury ; will not long retain that pyr- 
poſe neither, It doth the ſame work-upon the mind 
in reference unto the prs nceple” _ our duties , as'it 
doth unto the end. Their principle is , that they-be 
done infaith , inthe ſtrength © Chriſt; but then 
cofitent themſelves' that t ey are Believers, thfr 
they have faichs, and'd6 not {abotir 'm every Par- 
ticular duty to aR faich , to lead thetepiritual lives 
in all che aRt&of them by the Faith of the Sott "of 
God, the mind is drawn off from its duty. - Kt is 
particular ations wherein we expreſs and exerciſe 
our faith and obedience-, . and-whar we are in _ 
thatwe are, and'no more. 

Secondly ! It draws off the m5nd from the drxies 
before mentioned , by inſinuaring a ſecret conrene- 
ment unto'it from the duty it felf performed z as ro 
the matter ofit,'This is a-fair diſcharge-of a natural 
conſcience. If the dury be performed, rhongh as to 
the manner of its petformance'it come ſhort almoſf 
mall things of the rule , conſcience and convition - 
will be ſatisfied;' "As Saul , upon his expedition 
againſt Amalek., cries to Samuel , Come in , thin 
bleſſed of the Lord, I bave done the commandment 
of the Lord. He ſatisfied himſelf, though be 
.K4 
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had not attended. 23s he ought tothe whole will. of 
Gad.in ne water. And thus -w3s it with hon, 
Iſa $8 3- wherefore _ we fafted , ſay they,and 
ip 4 tabs zt nat , they had pleaſed themſelves 
e of their duties, and expected 
ed wich them. Burt 
be thews: = at Jaxge wherein they. had failed, and 

;{o tar 2s, to. render whar they had done an 
abgminarion. And the. like charge he expreſſeth 

Ns 1,2. This zhe deceitfulneſs 
bogs endeayours ty. draw the mind-ynto , namely 
ke. up 1n,the+ performance of the duty it ſelf, 
Fray tho thou oughteſt., and thou haſt ne give 

Manſy Te '8 and chowhaſt givenalms; quiet 
thep thy.ſclf.u2whar thou haſt done:;, and. go onto 
do zhe | like. Thr prexail herein,the wind i is diſchar- 
from. farther,a:tendance and.watching upto 
LY, which leayes zhe ſoul ON the borders of many 
Evibs. For, ..;,, 

-1;Fhirdly,, Hence Cabemerineſs io all duties will 
quickly enſue, . which is the height of fins draw- 
ing off the mind from duty. Fox mens minds may 
be:drawn from: all duties, - inthe midſt of the moſt 
abundant performance of them. Fox-in and under 
them , the mind may be ſubje& .unto an habitual 
diverſion from. its charge and watch umto the rule. 
What i is done with'tuch a frame , /ijs not. done ta 

; Amos 5.2.5» None of their Sacrifices were to 

,- although they profeſſed that they were all 
ſo. they attended not unto his Worſhip in 
faith, and unto his glory , and he deſ piſed all how 
duties. See alſo Hoſc 10. 1. And this is the great 
reaſon why Profeſſors thrive ſo little under the 
per- 
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performance of a multitude of duties. They attend 
not unto them in a due marner, their minds being 
drawn off from their circumſpeR watch, and {ſo 
they have little or no communion with God in 
them , which 1s the end whereunto they are de- 
fGgned, and by which alone they become uſeful and 
profitable unto themſelves. And in this manner are 
many duties of worſhip and obedience performed 
by a woful generation of Hypocy:tes , Formaliſts, 
and profane perſons, without either life or light 
in themſelves, or acceptation with God , their 
minds being wholly eſtranged from a due atten- 
dance unto what they do , by the power and deceit- 
fulneſs of fin. | | 
Secondly,As it is in reſpe& of duries,ſo alſo it is 
in reſpe&t of ſins. There are ſundry things 1n and 
o | about every ſiz that the mind of a Believer, by ver- 
4 | tue of its office. and dury is obliged to attend di- 
ligently unto, for the preſervation of the ſoul from 
| I it. Things they are which God hath appointed and 
- | f{anRtified, to give effetual rebukes and checks to 
; || the whole working ofthe Law of fin, and ſuch as 
+ | mthe Law of grace , under which we are, are ex- 


ceedingly ſuited and fitted unto that purpoſe. And 
theſe the deceze of ſim endeayours by all means to 
draw off the mind from a due conſideration of, and 
| attendance unto, Some few of them we ſhall a hittle 
 B rcfleRt upon. | 
Firſt , The firſt and moſt, general is the Sove- 
| reignty of God, the great Law-giver , by whom. ic 
is torbidden.'. This Foſeph fixed on in his great 
temptation, Gen. 39. 9+. How-can I do thus great 
wickedneſs and ſin againſt God? There was 1n it a 
oreat 
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great evil , a great ingratitude againſt man, which 
he pleads alſo and inſiſts upon, ver. 8, 9g. but that 
which fixed his heart and reſolution againft ir,was 
the formality of it; that it was ſin againſt God , by 
*-whonr it was ſeverely forbidden. So the Apoſtle 
informs us , thar in our dealing in any thing thar is 
againſt the Law , our reſpec is til] to be unto the 
Law-gwer and his Sovereignty : James 4. 11, 12. 
If thou judge the Law , thou art not @ deer of the 
Law , but a judge , there is one Law-giver who is 
able to ſave andto deſtroy. Conſider this always, 
there is one Law-giver , holy , righteous , armed 
with Sovereign Power and Authority; he is able to 
ſave and deliroy. Hence fin 1s called a rebellion, 
a caſting off his yoke, a defpiſing of him , and that 
in his Sovereignty , as the great Law-giver ; and 
this ought the mind always praQically to attend 
unto , in all theJuſtings , a&tings and ſuggeſtions of 
the Law of fin, eſpecially when advantaged by any 
luitable or vigorous temptation, It 1s God that hath 
forbidden this thing ,' the great Law-giver , under 
whoſe abſolute Sovereignty Iam, in dependance 
on whon I live, 'andby whom I am to-be diſpoſed 
of ;. as to my preſent and eternal condition. This 
Eve fixed on ar the beginnins of her remptation, 
God hath ſaid , we muſt not eat of this tree , Gen. 
3+ 3. but ſhe kept not her ground , ſhe abode nor 
by that conſideration, bur fuftered her mind to be ' 
diverted from it by:the ſubtilty of Sarhan , which 
was the entrance of her tranſgreſſion ; and ſoit 15 

unto us all in our deviations from obedience. = 
S:condly, The deceit of ſin, of every fin,the p- 
niſhment appointed unto it1n the Law, 45 my 
thing 
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thing that the mind ought actually to attend unto, 
in reference unto every particular evil. And the 
diverſions from this , that the minds of men have 
been doQrinally and practically atrended withall, 
have been an inlet into all manner of abominations. 
Fob profeſſeth another frame in himſelf, chap. 371. 
23.Deſtruttion fromGod was a terrour unto me,and 
by reaſon of bis highneſs I could not endure, Many 
evils he had mentioned in the fore-going verſes,and 
pleads his innocency from them', although they 
were ſuch as upon the account of his Greatneſs and 
Power , he could have commitred ealily withour 
fear of danger from men. Here he gives the reaſon 
that prevailed with him ſo carefully to abſtain from 
them , Deſtrittion from God was a terrour to me, 
and by reaſon of bis highneſs I could not endure. 1 
conſidered, ſaith he, that God had appointed death 
and deſtruction for the pun:ſhment of fin, and that 
ſuch was his greatneſs , highneſs ,and power, that 
he could infli& it unto the uttermoR, in ſuch a way 
as no creature is able to abide or to avoid. So the 
Apoſtle dire&ts Believers always to confider what 
a fearful thing it ts to fall into the hands of the 
living God, Heb. 10. 31. Andthat becauſe he 
hath faid , Vengeance is mine , I willrecompence, 
ver. 30. Heis a ſin-4venging God , that will by no 
means acquit the. guilty ; as in the declaration of his 
gracious Name , infinitely full of encouragements 
ro poor finners in Chriſt, he addes that in the 
cloſe, 'that he will by no means clear the guilty, 
Exod. 34.7. Thar he may keep upon the minds 
+ of them whom he pardoneth , a due ſenſe of the 
puniſhmers that is due from his vinditive 
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Fuſtice unto every ſin. And ſo the Apoſtle would 


have us mind , that even our God « 4 conſuming 
fire, Heb. 12. 29. thatis , that we ſhould conſider 
his holineſs and vindictive Juftice,appointing unto 
fin a meet recompence of reward. And mens 
breaking through this conſideration, he reckons 
as the height of che aggravation of their fins , Rowe. 

I. 32, They know that it # the judgment of God, 
that they which commit ſuch things were worthy of 
death, yet continued to do them: What hope is there 
ſor fuch perſons ? There is indeed relief againſt this 
conſideration for humbled believing ſouls in the 
blood of Chriſt ; but this relief is not to rake of the 
-1xd from it , as it is appointed of God to be a 
reſtraint from fin. And both theſe conſiderations, 
even the Sovereignty of God,and the puniſhment of 
fi , are put together by our Saviour , Marth. 10. 
28, Fear not them which kill the body , but are not 
able to kill the ſoul”, but rather fear him which is 
able to deſtroy both ſoul and body in hell. 

Thirdly, Theconſideration of allthe love and kind- 
neſs of God,againſt whom every fin is committed, 
js another thing that the mind ought diligently to 
attend unto. And this is a prevailing conſideration, 
if rightly and gracioully managed in the ſoul. This 
Moſes preſſeth on the people, Dewt. 32. 6. Do you 
thus requite the Lord,O fooliſh people and unwiſe?Is 
not he thyFather that bought thee? Hath he not made 
thee, and eſtabliſhed thee?Is this a requital for Erer- 
nal Love , and all the fruits of it? for the love and 
care of a Father, of a Redeemer, that we have been 
made partakers of? And it isthe ſame conſidera- + 
tion which the Apoſtle manageth to this purpole, 
oe 2 Cor, 
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2 Cor. 7. 1. Having therefore theſe promiſes,dearly 
beloved, let us cleanſe our ſelves from all filthineſs 
of the fleſh and ſpirit,perfetting holineſs in the fear 
of God. The receiving of the promiſes ought to be 
effeual,as to ſtir us up unto all holineſs,fo ro work 
and effe& an abſtirience from all ſin, And what 
Promiſes are theſe ? namely that God will be 4 
Father unto us , and receive us , chap. 6.17, 18. 
which compriſeth the whole of all the love of God 
rowards us here , and toeternity. If there be an 
ſpiritual ingenuity in the ſoul , whilſt the mind is 
attentive to this conſideration , there can be no 
prevailing attempt made upon it by the power of 
ſin. Now there are two parts of this conſideration. 
Firſt, That which is general in it, that which is 
common unto all believers. This is managed uuto 
this purpoſe,1 7oh.3.1,2, 3.Behold what manner of 
love the Father bath beſtowed upon us,that we ſhould 
be called the ſons of Ged , therefore the world 
knoweth us rot becauſe it knew him not. Beloved, now 
are we the ſons of God , and it doth not yet appear 
what we ſhall be , but we know that when he ſhall 
appear,we ſhall be like him for we ſhall ſee him as he 
iA And every man that bath this hope. purifieth him- 
ſelf even as he us pure.Conlider,ſaich he,the love of 
God,andihe previledges that we enjoy by it: Behold 
what manner of love the Father hath beſtowed upon 
15,that we ſhould be called the ſons of God. Adoption 
is an eſpecial fruic of it, and how greata priviledge 
is this ? Such love it is, and ſuch are the fruits of it, 
that the world knoweth nothing of the bleſſed 
condition which we obtain and enjoy thereby: The 


works kneweth i; not. Nay, it is fuch love, and 
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ſo unſpeakably. bleſſed and glorious are the effects 
Oi it , that we our ſ{elyes are not able to compre- 
hend chem, What uſe then. ought we to make of 
this contemplation of the excellent unſpeakable love 
of God > Why ſaith he , Every one that hath this 
hope purifieth himſelf. Every man who being made 
partaker of this Loye, and thereupon an hope of the 
full enjoyment of the fruits of it , of being made 
liketo God in glory , purifieth himſelf , that is, in 
an abſtinence fromall and every ſin, as in the fol- 
lowing words is at large declared. | 
Secondly , It is to be conſidered as to ſuch pe- 
culiar mercies and fruits of love, as every-ones ſoul 
hath been made partaker of. There isno Believer, 
but beſides the- love and mercy which he hath 
in common with all his brethren , he hath alſo in 
the lot of his inheritance , ſome sncloſures, ſome 
eſpecial mercies wherein he hath aſingle propriety. 
He hath ſome Foy which no ſtranger intermedleth 
withall , Prov. 14. 10. Particular applications of 
covenant loye ahd mercy to his foul. Now theſe 
are all proviſions laid in by God , that they may be 
born in mind againſt an hour of temprartion , that 
the conſideration of them may prelerve the ſoul 
. from the attempts of fin. Their neglec is an high 
aggravation of our provocations, 1 King, 11, 9. 
It is charged as the great evil of Solomoz , that he 
had fivned againſt ſpecial mercies, eſpecial intima- 
tions of love ; he ſinned after God had appeared 
to him twice. God required that he ſhould have 
born in mind that'eſpeczal favonr , and have made 
it an argument againſt ſin. But he neglected_., 


and .1s burdened with this ſore rebuke. An” in- 
| Pape: 
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deed all eſpeciall mercies , all eſpecial tokens and 
pledpes of love, are utterly loſt and miſpent upon 
us, if they are not improved unto this end. This 
then is another thing, that it isthe duty of the mind 
greatly to attend unto, and to oppole effectually 
unto every attempt that is made on the ſoul by the 
Law of in. . 
Fourthly, The conſiderations that ariſe from the 
blood and mediation of Chriſt , are of the ſame 
importance. So the Apoſtle declares , 2 Cor. 5. 14, 
I5. For the love of Chriſt conſtraineth ms, becauſe 
we thus judge , that if one azed for all , then were 
all dead ; and that he died for all , that they which 
live ſhould not henceforth live unto themſelves, but 
unto him which died for them, and roſe again. 
There is a conſtraining efficacy in thisconſideration, 


1t is great, forcible, efteCtual, if duly attenred unto. 


But I muſt nor here in particular inſiſt upon theſe 
things. Nor , | 

Fifthly , Shall I ſpeak ofthe 1nhab;tation of the 
Spirit , the greateſt priviledge that we are made 
partakers of in this world. The due conſideration 
how he is grieved by fin, how his dwelling place is 
defiled thereby , how his comforts are torfeited, 


. loſt, deſpiſed by it , might alſo be inſiſted on. Bur 


the inſtances paſſed through are ſufficient unto our 
purpoſe. Now herein lies the duty of the zz7z:a, in 
referenee unto particular ſins and temptations. It 


is, diligently and carefully to attend unto ihcſe 


things , to dwell conſtantly upon the conſideration 
of them, to have them ina continual readineſs to 
oppoſe unto all the luſiings , atings , warrings, at- 
tempts , and rage 01 {1n, TEX 
In 
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In reference hereunto doth ſz in an eſpecial 
manner put forth and act its decezt,Ir-labours by all 
means to draw off the mind from its due attendance 
unto theſe things , to deprive the ſoul of this great 
preſeryative and antidote againft its poiſon. It 
endeavours to-cauſe the ſoul ro fatisfie it ſelf with 
general undigeſted notions aboutſin , that it may 
have nothins in particular to berake it ſelf unto in 
« its own defence , againſt its attempts and tempta- 
tions. And the wayes whereby it doth this may be 
alſo briefly conſidered. 

Firſt, Ic is from the deceit of fin that the mind is 
ſpiritually flothful , whereby it becomes negligent 
* unto this duty, The principal diſcharge of its truſt 
in this marter is exprefſed by watching , which is 
the great Caution that the Lord Feſus gave unto his 
Diſciples in reference unto al: their dangers from 
fin and Satan, Mark 14. 37. 1 ſay unto allwatch. 
Thar is , uſe your utmoſt diligence and circumſpe- 
ion, that you be not ſurpriſed and entangled with 
temptations, It is called alſo conſideration ; Conſt- 
der your wayes ;, conſider your latter end ; the want 
whereof God complains of in his People, Dexr. 
32.29. Now that which 1s contrary to theſe indil- 
penſivle conditions of our preſervation , is ſpiritual 
ſlothfulneſs , as the Apoſtle declares, Heb.6. 11, 
12. And we deſire that every one of you , do ſhew 
the ſame diligence to the full aſſurance of hope unto 
the end , that you be not ſlothſul, If we ſhew not 
diligence , we are ſlothful, and in danger of coming 
ſhort ro inherir the promiſes , See 2 Pet. 1,5, 9: 
And beſides this giving all diligence , add to your 
faith vertue, to vertue, knowledge KC. For if theſe 

| things 
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things be in you and abound,that they make you that 


Jou ſhall neither be barren , nor unfruitful in the 
knowledge of our Lord Jeſu. But be that lacketh 
theſe things s blind, and cannot ſee afar off , and 
hath forgotten that he was purged from his old ſins; 
wherefore the rather Brethren , give diligence to 
make your calling and eleftion ſure, for if you do 
theſe things you ſhall never fall ; For ſo an entrance 


ſhall be adminiſtred unto you abundantly into the 


everlaſting Kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Feſus 
abr gin 9, p 0. rigs the mind is turned = 
if once by the deceit of fin it be made ſlorhful. Now 
this ſloth conſiſts in three things. 

Firſt, Inadvertexcy,it doth nor ſet it ſelf to con- 
ſider and attend unto its ſpecial concernments; 
The Apoſtle perſwading the Hebrews with all 
earneſtneſs to attend diligently, to conſider care- 
fully that they may not be hardened by the deceit- 
fulneſs of ſin, gives this reaſon of their danger, 
that they were dull of hearing , Chap. 5. 11. That 
is, that they were ſlrhful, and did not attend uuts 
the thirigs of their duty. A ſecret regardleſneſs is 
apt to creep upon the ſoul , and it doth not ſer it 
ſelf ro a diligent marking how things go with it, 
and what is continually incutabent on it: 

Secondly, An unw:llingneſsto be ſtirred up unto it « 
duty,Prov. 19.24+T he ſlothful man hideth his hand 
in his boſom,and will not ſo much as bring it to his 
mouth again. There is an unwillingneſs in ſloth 
to take any notice of wariings, calls, excitations, 
or ſtirrings up by the Word , Spirit , Judge- 
ments, any thing that God maketh uſe of , to 
call the mind unto a due conſideration of the 
condition 
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condition of the ſoul. And this is a perfe& evidence 
that the mind is made ſlorhful by the deceit of fin, 
when eſpecial calls and warnings , whether in a 
ſuicable word, or a preſſing judgement , cannot 
prevail with it to pull its hand out of its boſome, 
that is, to ſet about the ſpecial duties that ir 1s 
called unto. 

Thirdly,Weak and ineffeftual attempts to recover 
its ſelf unto its duty , Prov. 26, 14. As the door 
eurneth it ſelf upon its hinges , ſo doth the ſlothful 
man upon his hed. In the turning of a door upon its 
hinges , there is ſome motion, but no progreſs, It 
removes up and down , but is {till in-che place and 
poſture that ir was. So 1s it with the firiually 
ſlothful man on his bed , or .a his ſecurity, He 
makes ſome motions or faint endeavours towards 
a diſcharge of his duty , but goes not on. There 
where he was one day, there he is the next; yea, 
there where he was one year , he is the next, His 
endeavours are faint, cold, and evanid ; he gets no 
ground by them , bur is alwayes beginning and ne- 
ver finiſhing his work, 

Fourthly, Heartleſneſs upon the apprebenſions of 
difficulties and diſcouragements, Prov. 22. 13. The 
flothful man ſaith there us a Lyon in the way,T ſhall 
be ſlain in the Streets. Every difficulty derers him 
from duty. He thinks it impoſſible for him to 
attain to that accuracy , exaQnels , and perfeftion 
which he is in this matter to preſs after; 8& thereſore 
contents himſelf in his old coldneſs , negligence, 
rather than'/to run the hazard of an univerſal cir- 
cumſpe&ion, Now if the deceit of fin hath once 
arayn away the mind into this frame, it layes it 

open 
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6pen to every temptation and incurſion of fin;'The 
Spouſe in the Canticles ſeems-to have been over- 
taken with this diſtemper, Chap. 5« 1,2, 3: And 
this puts her on various excxſes why ſhe cannot at- 
rend unto the call of Chriſt, and apply her ſelf un- 
to her duty in walking with him; 

Secondly , It draws away the mind from. its 
watch and duty in reference unto fin by ſurpriſals; 
It falls in conjunction wich ſome urging rempra- 
tion, and ſurprizeth the mind into thoughts quite 
of another Nature than thoſe which it ought to 
inſiſt upon in its own defence; So it ſeems to have 
been'with Peter ; his carnal fear cloſing with the 
temptation wherein Satan ſought to winnow him, 
filled his mind with ſo many thoughts abour his 
own immanent dangcr , that he could not take into 
conſideration the love and warning of Chriſt ; nor 
the evil whereunto his temptation led him, nor 
any thing that he ought to have inſiſted on for his 
preſervation. And therefore upon a review of his 
folly in negleing thoſe thoughts of God , andthe 
love of Chrift, which through the aſliſtance of the 
Holy Ghoſt might have kept him from his ſcan- 
dalous fall, he wept bitterly; And this indeed is 
the common way of the working of the deceit of 


ſn, as unto particular evils. It layes hold on the 


mind ſuddenly with thonghrfulneſs abour the pre- 
ſent ſin , poſſefſeth it , takes it up, fo that either ir 
recovers not ut ſelf at all to the conſiderations 
mentioned , or if any thoughts of them be ſugge- 
ſed , the mind is ſo prepolic and filled; that they 
take no impreſſion on the ſoul ; or make no abode 
016 Thus doubtleſs was David ſurpriſed in the 
L 2 entrance 
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entrance of his great fin. Sin and temptation did {© 
poſſeſs and fill bis mind with the preſent obje& of 
his luſt , that he utterly forgot , as it were, thoſe 
conſiderations which he had formerly made uſe of, 
when he ſo diligently kept himſelf from his Ini- 
quity. Here therefore lyes the great wiſdom of 
the ſoul, in rejecting the very firſt motjons of fin, 
becaufe by parlies with them the mind may be 
drawn off from- attending unto its preſervatives, 
and ſo the whole ruſh into evil. 

Thirdly, It draws away the mind by frequency 
and long continuance of its ſolicitations, making as 
it were at laſt a conqueſt of it. And this happens 
not without an open negle& of the ſoul , in want of 
ſtirring up it ſelf ro give an effeRtual rebuke in the 
ſtrength and by the Grace of Chrift unto ſin,which 
would have prevented its prevalency. But of this, 
more ſhall be ſpoken afterwards. And this is the 
firſt way whereby the Law of fin as its deceit 
againſt the ſoul. It draws off the mind from at- 
tendance unto its charge and Office, both in reſpe&t 
of duty and fin. And fo far as this is done the Per- 
ſon is ſaid to be drawn away , or drawn off,” He is 
tempted ; every man is tempted , when he i thus 
drawn away by his own luſt , or the deceit of fin 
dwelling in him, And the whole effe& of this 
working ofthe deceitufineſs of fin may be reduced 
unto theſe three heads. 

Firft , The remiſſion of an univerſally watchful 
frame of Spirit unto. every duty , and againſt all, 
even the moſt hidden and ſecret atings of fin. 

Secondly, The omiſſion of peculiar atrending 
unto ſuch duties as baye an eſpecial reſpect ood 
the 
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the weakning and ruine ofthe whole Law of Sin, 
and the obviating of its deceitiueſs, | 

Thirdly , Spiritual ſloth, as toadiligent regard 
pnto all the eſpecial concernments of Duties and 
Sins, When theſe three things,with their branches 
mentioned , leſs or more , are brought about , in, 
* or upon the ſoul, or ſo fax as they are ſo, ſo far a 
man is drawn off by his own luſt, or.the deceit or 
ſin, 

There is no need of adding here any « direRions 
for the prevention of this evil ,, they having ſuſfi- 
cient p been "laid down in our paſſage through the 
conſideration both of the any of themind, and of 
the deceit of fin, 
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hook. which holds him to his deftrufticn, And 
concerning this fe& of the deceit of fin , we ſhall 
briefly ſhew two things. -* | 
Firſt, Whariris to be enriced,or tobe entangled 
withthe bait of fin , to havethe Aſeions rainted 
with an inclinztionthercunro , and. when they are 
{o. 328: 5:30, YIh | | 
Secondly, What courfe fin rakes , and what way 


it proceedeth in, thus to entice,enſnare, or entangle 
the ſoul, 
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ed the Eyes , becauſe thereby things are'conſtantly 
repreſented unto the mind and ſoul, as outward 
objects are unto the inward tenſe by the Eyes: And 
ofcentimes the outward ſight of the Eyes is the oc- 
caſion of theſe imaginations. So Achan declares 
how fin preyailed with him ,* Foſh. 7. 21.' Firſt he 
ſaw the wedge gf Gold,and Babyloniſh garment, 
and then he coveted them, He roljed them.the plea- 
ſures, the profit of them , in his Imagination, and 
then fixed his heart upon the obrzining of them, 
Now the heart may have a ſetled,, fixed deteſtati- 
on of fin , but yer 1f a man find thatthe Imagitta- 
tion of the mind is frequently ſolicited by it ,vund 
exerciſed abour it, ſuch'a one may know rhat'Hhis 
Aﬀettions are ſecretly enticed and entangled. :, 
Secondly , This *entanglement " is” heightned, 
when the Imagination can prevail with the mind ro 
lodge vain thoughts in it , with ſecret delight afd 
complacency, This is rermed by Caſuiſts, Cogitario 
moroſa cam delettatione , an abiding thought with 
delight, which towards forbidden objects is in all 
caſes aually ſinful. And yer,this may be, when the 
Conſent of the Wil unto fin is not obrtazned', when 


the ſoul- would not for the world do the thing, 


which yet thoughts begin to lodge in the mind 
about. This lodging of vain thoupbts in the heart 
the Prophet complains of as a thing greatly fnful, 
and to be abhotred, Fer. 4. 14. All theſe thoughts 
are e Meſſengers that carry ſmto and fro between 
the Imagination and the Afﬀettions, and ſtilſ-en- 
creaſe it, enflaming the Imagmation, and more and 
more entangling the: Aﬀections, Achan thinks 
upon the Golden Wedge, this makes him like it, and 
| L 4 love 


162 Afﬀettions enta nobed 


loye it , by loving of it , his thoughts are infe&ted, 
and return to the Imagination of its worth , and 
soadly ſhew , and ſo by little and little the ſoul is 
enflamed unto fin. And here if the Wil parts with 
its Sovereignty , lin is atually conceived, 
;; Thirdly, Inclinations,or readineſs t9 attend un- 
to extenuations of ſin, or the rehefs that are tende- 
red againſt ſin:when committed , manifeſt the Af- 
feRions to be entangl<d with it. We have ſhewed, 
_ and ſhall yet farther evidence that jt is a great part 
of the deceit'of fin,to render leſsning and'extenuat- 
_ ng thoughts of fin-unto the mind, 7s 5t nor 4 little 
one? orchere.is mercy provided , or ir ſhall be in 
»quetime relinquiſhed and given over, 1s its lan- 

guage ina deceived hearr. Now when there is a 
 xeadineſs'in the ſoul to hearken and give entertain- 
,ment unto ſuch ſecret infinuations arifing from this 
{deceit , in reference unto any fin , or unapprovable 
cqurſe, it is.an evidence that the « Afettions are 
enticed, When the ſoul is willing , as it were to be 
; tempted, to be courted by. fin, to hearket! to 
-its dalliances and ſolicitations , \it hath loſt of its 
;conjugal AﬀeRions unto Chriſt, and is entangled. 
_This-15 lockeng on the Wine when it 15 red , 'when 
'3t grueth its colour in the Cup , when it moveth it 
felf aright , | Prov. 33.21. A pleaſing contem- 
plation-'on- the invitations of fin, whoſe end the 
;wiſe Man gives us, ver. 32. Whenthe deceit of 
fin-bath prevailed thus far -onany-Perfon , then he 
K-entictd or entangled. the Will isnot yet come to 
ithe actual conception of this or that fin by its con- 
ſent”, but the whole ſoul is in a near inclination 
'thereunta, -:And' many other . inffances I could 

jn give 
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oive 25 tokens and evidences of this entanglement, 
Theſe may ſuffice ro manifeſt what we intend 
thereby, 

Our next enquiry is ,-how, or by what means 
the deceit of ſin proceeds thus to entice and en- 
tangle the Aﬀections , and two or three of its baits 
are manifeſt herein, 

Firſt It makes uſe of its former prevalency up- 
onthe mind in drawing zt off from its watch and 
circumſpe&ion. Sayes the Wiſe man, Prov. 1. 174, 
Surely in vain ts the Net ſpread in the fight of any 
Bird. or before the eyes of every thing 6 bath a 
wing,as in the ro If it hath eyes open to dif- 
cern the ſnare, and a wing to carry it away, it will 
not be caught. And in vain ſhould the decezt of ſin 


: iprend its ſnares and Nets for the entanglement of 


, Whileſt the Eyes of the mind are intent 
npoF'whar it doth , and ſo tir up the wings of its 
Will and eAfettions to carry it away'and avoid it, 


But if the Eyes be put out or diverted , the wings-- 


are of very little uſe for eſcape. And therefore 
this ts one of the wayes which is uſed by them who 
take Birds or Fowls in their Nets , they have falſe 
lights, or ſhews of things rodivert the fight of their 
prey ; and when that is done, they take the ſeaſon 
to caſt their Nets upon them, So doth the deceit of 
fin , it firſt draws off and diverts the mind by falfe 
reaſonings and pretences , as hath been ſhewed, 
and then cafts its Net ypor the Aﬀections for their 
entanglement, | 

Secondly, Taking advantage of ſuch ſeaſons , it 
propoſeth fin as defrrable ,'as exceeding ſatisfato- 
ry tothe corrupt parfof our AﬀeRions, It gilds 
over 
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over the objet by a theauſand pretences which it 
preſents unto corrupt luſtings. This is the laying 
of a bait, which the Apoſtle in this Verſe evidemt- 
ly alludes unto. A bait is ſome wha: defirable and 
ſuitable , that is propoſed to the hungry Creawre 
for its ſatisfaRtion , and it is by all Arithces ren- 
dered deſirable and ſuirable, Thus is fia preſented 
by the help of the imagination unto the ſoul , that 
is, ſinful and inordinate objeRs , which the Af- 
fetions cleave unto, are ic p:cſenred. The Apoſtle 
tells us, that there are pleaſures of ſin, Heb. 11. 35. 
which unleſs they are dcetpiſ:d , as they were by 
e Hoſes, thereisno eſcaping of fin it (elf Hence 
they that /;ve in ſia , are ſaid to hve zn pleaſure, 
Fanies 5. 5, Now this pleaſure of fin confiftech in 
its ſuitableneſs to give ſatisfaCtion to the fleſh, to 
luſt, to corrupt AﬀeCtions. Hence is that cation,” 
Rom. 13. 14+ Jake no proviſion for he. 
Fulfill the luſt thereof. That is ,, do not ſuffer your 
minds, thoughts , or affections to fix upon Coful 
objeRs, ſuited to give ſatisfation to the luſts of 
the fleſh, to aouri | and cheriſh chem thereby. To 
which purpoſe he ſpeaks again , Gal. 5. 16-Fulfl 
ye not the laſts of the fleſh.Bring not.in the pleaſures 
of fin to give them fatisfaRtion. When men. are 
under the power of itn , they are faid.co fulfill che 
defires of the fi:ſh and of the Mind, Eph. 2.3. Thus 
therefore the deceze of fm endeavours to;emangle 
the Afetions, by propoſing unto them through 
the aſſiſtance of the /magination that ſuitableneſs 
which -ts in it to the ſatisfaction of 1ts corrupt 
lufts , noiv ſet at ſome liberty by the inadvertency 
of the mind. Ir. preſents us Wine as ſparkling 
in 
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in the cup, the beauty of the Adultereſs , the riches 
of the world unto ſenſual and coverous perſons,and 
ſomewhat in the like kind, in ſome degrees to 
Believers themſelves, When therefore, I ſay , fin 
would entang]e the ſoul , it prevails with the sma- 


gination to ſolicit the heart , by repreſenting this 


talſe painted beauty, or pretended fatisfaftorineſs 
of fin: And then 1t Satan with any peculiar tem- 
ptation fall in to its aſſitance,it oftentimes inflames 
all the affections, and puts the whole ſoul into 
diſorder, | 
Thirdly, It hides the danger that attends fin , ir 
covers it as the hook, is covered with the bait , or 
the net ſpread over with meat for the fowl to be 
taken. Ir is not indeed poſlible that fin ſhould ut- 
terly deprive the ſoul of the knowledge of the dar- 
ger of it, It cannot diſpofſelſs it of its notion or 
perſwaſion thatthe wages of ſir # death, and that 
it 6 the judgment of God, that they that commit ſin 
are worthy of death. But this it willdo, it will fo 
take -up and poſſeſs the mind. and affeRions with 
the bairs and defirableneſs of fin , that it ſhall di- 
vert them from an aQual and practical contem- 
plation ofthe danger of it. What Satan did in,and 
by-his rſt tempcation , that ſin doth ever fince. 
As-firft 'Eve guards her ſelf , with calling to mind 
the davgerof ſon ,if weeat, or touch it}, we ſhall 
die, Ger. 3, 3. But ſo ſoon as Satan had filled her 
mind with the beauty and uſcfulneſs of the fruit ro 
make one wiſe , how quickly did ſhe lay aſide her 
practical prevalent. conſideration of the danger of 
eating it Aghecurſe due unto it ; or elſe relieves 
her ſelf with a vain hope and pretence that it 
ſhould 
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ſhould not be , becauſe the Serpene told her {o. Sg 
was David beguiled i in his great tranſgreſſion , by 
the deceit of fin, his luft being pleaſed and ſarif- 
fied, the confi deration of the guilt and danger of 
his tranſgreftion was taken away : and therefore 
heis ſaid to have aeſpiſed the Lord, 2 Sam. 12.9. 
in that he conſidered nor the evil that was in his 
heart, and the danger that attended ir in the 
threarning or commination of the Law. Now fin 
when it preſſeth upon the ſoul to this purpoſe, will 

nfe a thouſand wiles to hide from it the terrour of 

the Lord , the end of cranſgreſtions) and eſpecially 

of that peculiar folly which it ſolicits the mind 

unto. Hopes of pardon ſhall be uſed to hide it, and 
future repentance ſhall hide it, preſent impormnity 

of luſt ſhall hide i y0ccafions and opportunities ſhall 

hide it, ſurprizals ſhall hide it ; extenuation of fin 
ſhall hideit, 6a4ancing of dwtiesagaint it ſhalF-hide 

it, fixing the imagination 6n preſent objeRs ſhall 

Inde it , de/Pdeate reſolutions to venture the utter- 

moſt for the enjoyment of luſt in its pleaſures-and 

profics,thall hide it. A thouſand wiles it hath which 
cannot be recounted, 

-  Fourthly., Having prevailed thus far, gilding 
over the pleaſures of fin,hidingarsend and demittit; 
i. proceds 10 raiſe perverf Teafonings in the mind, 
to fix, it _upomthe fin propoſed.,» that ir'may- be 
conceived andbrought forth:, the affeRions- be 
already prevailed upon ;-of: which we ſhall ſpeak 
under - rea head of its /progrels. 3- 

+ Here we may tay allttle:, as formerly, to give 
| Tome few direRions far the obvi bs wWo- 
ful work of the deceitfulneſs of fin, Would we 


not 
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not be enticed or entangled , would we not be diCſ: 
poſed to the conception of fin , woutd we be turned 
our of the road and way which goes down to 
death ; Ler us take heed of our Afe#:ons , which 
are of ſo great concernment in the whole courſe of 


our obedience , that they are commonly in the - 


Scripture called by the name of the heart , as the 
principal thing which God requires in our walkin 
before him. And this is not ſhghtly to be atren 
unto. Prov. 4+ 23+ faith the wiſe man, Keep thy 
heart with all diligence , or as in the Original, 
above or before all keepings ; Before every watch, 
keep thy heart. You have many keepings that you 
watch unto; you watch to keep your lives, to keep 
your eſtates , to keep your reputations, to keep up 
your families; but ,- faith he , above all theſe 
keepings , prefer that , attend to that of the heart, 
of your affeRions, that they be not entangled with 
fin; thereis no ſafety without it. Save all other 
things and loſe the heart , ard all is loſt , loſt unto 
a}l eternity, You will ſay then, what ſhall we do, 
or how ſhall we obſervethis duty ? 


Firſt , Keep your affeQions as to their Objedt in 


eneral. This advice the Apoſtle gives in this very 
caſe , Coleſſ. 3. his advice in the beginning of that 
chapter is to dire&t us untothe mortification of ſm, 
which he expreſly engagethin , ver. 5. eMortifie 
therefore your members which are on the earth.Pre- 
vent the working and deceit of fin which wars in 
one members. To prepare us,toenable us hereunto, 

e gives usthat great direQion,wer.2. Set your affe- 
fHons on things above,not on things of the earth.Fix 


your affeRions on heavenly things, this will enable | 


you 
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you to miortifie ſin ; fill them with the things tliat 
areabove , tet them be exerciſed with them , and fo 
enjoy the chiefeſt place in them, They are above, 
bleſſed and ſuitable objeRs , meet for, and anſwer- 
ing unto our affetions. God himſelf, in his beauty 
and glory,the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who is alrogerher 
lovely, the chiefeſt of tem thouſand , Grace and 
. Glory, the Myſteries revealed in the Goſpel, the 
bleſſedne(s proiniſed thereby. Were our afteRions 
filled , taken up, and poſſeſſed with theſe things, as 
It is our duty that they ſhould be, it is our bappi- 
neſs when they are ; what acceſs could ſin with tts 
painred pleafures, with its ſugred poiſons, with its 
enyenomed baits, have unto our ſouls? how ſhould 
we loath all its propoſals , and ſay unto them, Ger 
ye hence as an abominable thing? For what are the 
vain tranſitory pleaſures of fin, in compariſon of 
the exceeding recompence of reward which is 
propoſed unto us > Which argument the Apoſtle 
preſſes, 2 Cor. 4. 18: 

Secondly, As to the Objett of your affeftions in an 
eſpecial manner, let it be the Croſs of Chriſt, which 
hath an exceeding efficacy towards the diſappoint- 
ment ofthe whole work of Indwelling-ſin. Gal. 6; 


14. God forbid that I ſhould glory, ſave in the Croſs 


of our Lord Feſws ; whereby the world ts crucified 


untome, and 1 unto the world. The Croſs of Chriſt 
he gloried and rejvyced in ; this his hcart was ſet 
upon , and theſe werethe effeRs of it ; it crucified 
the world unto him , made it a dead and unde- 
firable thing. The baits and pleaſures of fin are ta- 
ken all of them out of the world , and the things 
thatare in the world , namely the /zft of the feſt: 

4 ie 
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the luſt of the eyes, and the pride of life, Theſe are 
the things that are in the world ; from theſe doth 
fin take all its baits, whereby it enticeth and entan- 
oleth our ſouls, If the heart be filled with the Cre/s 
of Chriſt , it caſts death and undefirableneſs upon 
them all, it leaves no ſeeming beauty,no appearing 
pleaſure or comelineſs in them. Again, faith he, 
It crucifieth me to the world ; makes my heart, my 


affetions,my deſires dead unto any of theſe things,” 


It roots up corrupt luſts and affeRions , leaves no 
principle to go forth and make proviſion for the 
fleſh to fulfill the Iuſts chereof. Labour therefore to 
fill your hearts with the Crofs of Chriſt, Conſider 
the ſorrows he underwent, the curſe he bore , the 


K-blood he ſhed, the cries he put forth, the love thar 


was in all this to your ſouls, and the myſtery of 
the grace of Gud therein, Meditate onthe vileneſs, 
the demerit , and puniſhment of fin as repreſenced 
intheCroſs, the blood, the death of Chriſt. Is 
Chriſt crucified tor (1a, and ſhall. not our hearrs be 
crucified with him unto fin > Shall we give enter- 
tainment unto that , or hearken unto its dalliances, 
which wounded , which pierced, which ſlew our 
dear Lord Jeſus ? God forbid, Fill your affeions 
with the Croſs of Chri/t,that there may be no room 
for ſin. The world once put him out of the houſe 
into a ſtable, when he came to ſave us , let him now 
turn the world out of doors, when he is come to 
ſanRifie us. 

Secondly, Look to the vigour of the affettious to- 
wards heavenly things , it they are not conſtantly 
attended, excited , diretcd , and warned, they are 
apt to decay , and fin lies in wait to take every ad- 

| vantage 


———— 
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TO ' The Power of Sin in the Will 
Vintage againſt them. Many complaints we have 
in the Scripture of thoſe who loſt their firſ# love, in 
ſuffering their affe&ions ro decay. And this ſhould 
make us jealoms over our own hearts, leſt we alſ9 
ſhould be over-raken with the like back-ſliding 
frame. Wherefore be jealous over them ; often 
ftritly examine them, and call them to account, 
ſupply unto them due conſiderations for their ex- 
citing and ſtirring up unto duty; 
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CHAP. XII. 


The Conception of Sin through its Deceit. 
where:n it confiſteh. The conſent of the 
-Will anto Sin. The Nature thereof. Ways 
and Means whereby it is obtained. Other 
Advantages mad? uſe of by the Deceit of 
Stth. I7n0rantce , EYronrs. 


He third ſucceſs of the deceit of fin in its pro- 
greſſive work , is the Conceptien of altual ſm. N 
Whefiic bath drawn the mind off from its duty,and 
entangled the aff<Qions, it proceeds to. conceive ſin | 
in order to the bringing of it forth. . Then when luſt 
bath conceived it bringeth forth ſm. Now the con- 
ception of ſm, in order untoirs perpetration, can be 
nothing but the conſent of the Will; tor as without 
the conſent of the Will {in cannot be-cormmitted, ſo 
where the Will hath conſented untoit, there is 
nothing in the ſoul to hinder its a&ual accom- 
: pliſhiment; - 
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pliſhment. God doth indeed by various ways and 
wmeans fruſtrate the bringing forth of theſe adulte- 


rite conceptions , cauſing themto melt away in the 


woinb, or one way or other prove abortive,ſo that 


- not the. leaft part of that fin is committed which is 


wilted or conceived, yet there is nothing in the ſoul 
it ſelf that remains to give check unto it,when once 
the wel hath given its conſent, Ofitimes when a 
cloud is full of rain, and ready to fall,a wind comes 
and drives itaway. And when the Wil ® ready to 
bring” forth its fin, God diverts ic by one 
wind or , other, bus yet the cloud was as 
full of rain as if ic bad fallen, and the ſoul as full of 
fin as if it had been committed. 

This conceiving of laſt or fin then, is its preva- 
Jency re) Re e conſent of the will unto its 
ſolicitations, And hereby the ſoul is deflowered of 
its chaftiry towards God in Chriſt, as the Apoftle 


intimates, 2 Cor. 11. 2, 3. To clear up this matter . 


we mult. obſerve, X 

Firſt , That the W:/ is the Principle, the next 
ſeat and cauſe of obedzence and diſobedience. Moral 
aQions are unto us , or in us, ſo far good or evil as 
they partake of the conſent of che Will. He ſpake 
truth of old. who ſaid, Omne peccatum eſt adeo vo- 


luntarium, ut non. fit peccatum niſi ſit voluntarium. 


. Every fin is ſo voluntary,that if it be not voluntary , 


:t 55 not.ſin.It is moſt true of attual fins. Theforma- 
liry of their iniquity ariſeth from the a&s of the 
will in them , and concetning them, I mean, as10 


the perſons that commit them , otherwiſe in is ſelf 
the formal reaſon of fin is its aberration: from the 


Law of Goa. 
M Secondly, 
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Secondly, Theres a two-fold conſext of the will 
unto fin; © _— Heb Sos 7 5 
- Firſt; That which is ful; abſolute, complete,and 
upon deliberation. A prevailing conſent , the con- 
victions ofthe mind being conquered, and no prin» 
ciple of grace inthe will ro weaken it. With. this 
conſent the ſoul goes imo fin , as a Ship before the 
wind with all its fails difplayed, withoutany check 
- or-ſtop._It ruſheth into fin like the horſe jnto the 
batrel;” Men' thereby, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, giving 
themſelves over to ſm with greedineſs , Phe. 4+ 
19. Thus Avabs will was in the murthering, of 
Naboth , he did it upoti delibergtion , by . con- - 
trivance, with a full conſent, the doing of it gave 
bim ſuch ſatisfaRtion , as that it cured his malady 
orthe diſtemper of his mmd.-This is that conſent of 
the will which is acted in the finiſhing and- com- 
plearing of ſin, in'unregenerate perſons , and is not 
required - to- the ſingle bringing forth of fin, 
whereof-we ſpeak; © | 
Secondly, There is a (>nſent of the will, which is 
attended with a ſecret renitency and wvolitzon of the 
contrary.* Thus Peter's will was in the denying of. 
his Mafter. His will was in it , or he had not done 
it ;- it, was 7 voluritary ation , that which he choke 
to do at rhat (eaſon, Sin"had not been brought 
forth , if it had not been thus concerved. Bur yet at 
this very_time there was refident .in His willa con- 
- trary principle of love to Chriſt j yea, and faith in 
him which utterly failed nor.” The cxalicy of it 
w:s, intercepted , and its, opzrations ſuſpended 


atually, through the violent urging of the tem 
pation that. he was under , but” yer it was in his 
| "26 i ' "wall, 


| fo conceive Sin; T1597 
will end eakried his confctunty' 2 tnougTt it 
I 


confert@#* Tr was not done” wid 
mt ted doades do ct 0s 
Thitdly;Alttough' there 4 Predominart 
bor + wk, which-may Fulkes fot the ton 
cepri6n of parriculzt' ſins,” yet there” cannor'be-ari 
abſolute, total, ſul conſerir of the will bf a Believer? 
unto any fir- : for, © x5 4=200 a6 
* Firft, Theres in bis will a prifciple figed on 
g06d ;*on all good, Rows.'5.' 21. He mould do podk.' 


The principle of grace inthe wif,” inclines In hrs 
all-good.- And 't TR Is Fs dcnomitant 
t 


the principle'of ſin , ſo that the w/#'is denom 

from thence, Grace hath the rule and dominion, | 
and not fin, in thew3f of every Believer; Now thar © 
conſent untofin in the will ," which i contraty ro 
the inclination and general phos I.4-rrap it 
the fame will, is nor, cannot be'total, abſolute and 


complete, | 
Secondly , There is not only a gefieral | 2 
prevailing principle in the will 'ag/inft if” bur 
there is alſo a ſecret reluttancy in it againft its own 
at in conſenring unto fin. It 15 true, the ſoul is nor 
ſenſible ſomerimes of this reluftapcy,, becauſe the 
preſent conſent carries away thie prevailing a& of 
the will, and takes away the fenſe of the luſting of 
the ſpirit , or reluQtancy of the rip of Grace in 
the will. Butthegeneral rule holdeth in a rs. 7 
at all times,Gal.y. 17.The ſpirst Inſterh againſt the 
feſb :it doth ſo analy, though not always to the 
ſame degree, nor with the ſame ſacceſ*, And the 
prevalency of the contrary principle in this or 
that particular a&;, doth not diſprove it. It is fo 
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og the other nds There is no acting of grace in 
che wil. bur: f1a_luſts againſt ic, alchough chat 
lofting be nox, made ſenſible in the ſoul , becauſe 
of the prevalepcy, of the. contrary acting of grace, 
et. 1t. 1s, enough to keep thoſe aQtings from per- 
(ion 10, their kind, Sois it in this Renitency of 
grace againſt: che ating of ſin, ja che ſoul ; rhough 
I. not ſen{ible in its operations , yet it is enough 
io fog pL at from being full and complete, And 
much of ſpiritual wiſdom lies in diſcerning aright 
berween the Feritngl Renitency.of the principle of 
grace in the will againſt lin , and the rebukes that 
4 iyen the ſoul by conſcience upon conviction 
QF... + | 


- Fourthly, Quferye » that reiterated repeated as 


of the. conſent. of. the will. unto. ſin ,” may beget a 
poſition, and 1nclineablenels in it unto the like 
as , that, may. bring the will unto a promengy and 


readineſs to conſent unto fin upon eafie ſollicita- 


tt hichs a condition of ſoul dangerous , and 
great to be watched againſt, | 
Fi ly, This conſent of the will, which we have 


thus deſcribed, may be confidered two ways. | 

. «Firſt, As it js exerciſed about the circumſtances, 
cauſes, means and inducementsunto fin. Secondly, 
As it_reſpc&s this or that aitual ſor." In the firſt 
ſenſe, there is a virtual-conſeqs. of the wil unto ſin 
in every inadvertency untethe prevention of it, in 
every neglect of, qury that makes way for it, in 
every hearkning..unto any temptation leading to- 
wards it. Iga word, 1a afl the diyerſions-of rhe 
mind from its duty.,, and intanglements of the af- 
fcRiogs by, fin belore menmioned, For where there 
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"Bur in particular the confent of che will int 
. mitted; or is prevented by 'ther 


-not of our prefen-conſideratioft. 
fiſts the conceiving of ſn; £118 916t eo 0)p- PS 1 


| b- So that, . 


> (rearen; of ſoa! is 


£0 COmcerve SIN, *T'ﬀ5 

is no.act of the will formally, or; virtually; « —_ 
no fin., But this is not that which werhow- ſpeak of 

othis'6r 


that aftual fin, fo. far as, tha: <cthwr'ſin js:com- 
es-and mexks 
fierein cont- 


Theſe things being luppoſed; ihar whickriorhe 
next place we axe to: conſider, \sitheway that the 


.deceit of fin proceedeth in , ta-procure the comfon: 
| f the will, and: ſo to conceive. actual fin'mhe 


ul. Tothis purpoſe obſerve, : \ .* 22d 
Firſt, That the will is z rational appetite -Rat- 
onal 25 gnided. by the mind; and:an' apperiteias 


excited by the. AﬀeRions' - and ſonvies 0 
or aCtings bath reſpect td both, in nfurtcedty 


bath; LIGATION To LHR 


1., Secondly,It chuſahnoching,conlentxtovothin 


bur. ſub ratione hang; a8:it hadlari 
good, ſome preſens good... It cannorconſent roany 
thing under the nozion or apprehenſion ofars eng 


evi] 1n/any kind.. Godd 15 41s natural and ne: 


obje&, and therefyre whateverots propoſed. amok 
for its conſent,,,, muſk be;ptopoſodiunder amdy- 


'pearance of being either good i14t 9.47 ng | 


preſent unto the loulyor; Snot ſo 
{ i nit to me2:655 188IJ 

Thirdly, We, may ſee hence ther eaſonwhythe 

p placedi2s:; aol of 

he, minds being drawn am ,and-the« Af efivas 


js entangled.-Borh the urges oro 


the conſent - tbe t:4,andrthe eonceptionofthis br 


T, atatual ſin thereby. 00 way therefdre herdis 


made 


mr wan (ow = W—__ ——— —  ——— Ro 


w— 


+ 3-4 gs I In 2.1, ' Se Theſe thirfys write I 


276 The, Pawer of Sininthe will 


nnd at plain; .Wehgve cen at large how 
iodrawn away.by the deceit of-ſfin, - and 


"home efAfﬀtetions (Ar6 enta that: which te- 


-m8insi is: burithe pro per © & of theſe: things ; 
zFor:abe:dd + ry we muſt inftance in 
Fare: of: clalaipags) corrupt and-fallacious 


reaſonings before mentioned, and then ſhew their 
ancthe, Wl to:a conſent unto fin. 

01 Eigfty-ThewWs.is impoſed upon by thar corrupt 
\xeaſening, that Grace is exalted 5» pardon , and that 
-therey:is provided/forfinners. -- This firſt as hath 
been ſhewed, deceives the mifid, and rhat opens 
-thewa yitohe wilis:conſent,- by:rembving a fight 
-of. ev5l { which! the wilk:hath un averſion mt. 
And: ts in.carnal hearts prevails ſo far'as to make 
vhemubi i their {iberty confoſts 51 being ſer- 
wants of corruption,2, Pet.2. .19.And the povitl of, 
it; en tbr and- viviate the' minds of 
* Believers ghemlelves', /whenceweare fo caurioned 
«agaioſt it: mh" Scriptyr e. To what therefore hath 
been ſpoken before, unto the uſe and abuſe of the 
"Dodrine of the Grace of the Goſpel, we thall add 
ond few: more conſiderations, :#nd fix upon one 
of 'Scriptuve That -will -pive light/ unto it, 
e 1581 Wotold Myſterie of Grace ; of walking 
2 i domipng> ynto God.” And. the 
great deſign of ſin is to change the Doftrine and 
ÞGrice in teferencounts theſe things 
that by-apptyiaghiaſe ronſiderariors unto! the 
ory mhich:are:proper: utro-the other, whereby 


oeach part is; hindrid;” and +he- influence of 'the 
- NoRttine — mib.chets for their fartherance 


ow 


unto 


to conceive S!p, 4 2ni4iI27 
wnta you that ye fin not, ch-if any man ſm;we bavt an 
Advecatre with the Father, Jeſus Chriſt the regbre- 


-0#4:; and he 14 the: propitiation forrour ſees,” Herve is 


the > and uſe of the Goſpel briefiy:ox- 
prefied, Theſe tbings,fairhihe; I writemmo you;wbat 


\things were theſe?. Thoſe mentioned;zva2o The fe 


was manifeſted,and we bavt ſeervnt;ian gown: wht - 
nefi, and'\ ſhaw unto you that eternal life\whrob was 
with the Fat ber,and was manifeſted unto mth is, 
the things concerning the perlon and:mediattonot * 
Chriſt'; and.v. 7. that pardon, forgivenets:andtx- 
Piation,; from 4in is to-beatraingd+ by the: blqodwof 
Chriſt. Buryo what end and:purpoſedoth he wrie 


- theſechingsr0them,, What dochey reach whardo 


they tend unto 2. Anunjverdat abſtihencetroarfin ; 
I write wato you, ſaith he, that yad ſin"neor;''Thizas 
the proper, only ,genumerndoot the Uactrineof che 


Goſpel. Bur ro abſtain from'all-60,is not our condi- 


tion.in this world.Chap. 1 81f we ſay that we have 


no ſin,we decerve our ſelues,and the truth is not in 


46, What then ſhall be doen rhis caſe 2'In ſuppo- 


ſition of lin,that we bave:{innesd, istherenorelicf 


' provided for our ſouls and conſciences inthe (Got- 
 pel2-Yes, ſaich he; If any mart ſing wehave un At- 
vocate with the Father, Jeſus Chviſt the righteous, 
and hecus 4 propitiation for our ſins There full 
reliefin the propitiationand interteſlion of Ehrift 


for -us.; This 1s the -orfer and method of the 
Docrine of the Goſp:1:a 1d of the applicxion of iz 
to our own fouls; ;Farſt, To: keep us from-fin ; 
and then to relieve us againſtitn; » Bur! hereemes 
re hthe dece t of ſin, and&pats this zew Wine # 1d 
old Bottles, whereby the bottles are brok n, ard 
M 4 ES” 
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the Wine periſheth as to our benefit by it. Ic 
changeth-this mzerbod and order of the applicatton 
of Goſpel-truths. Ir takes up the laſt firſt , and 
- thatiexcludes-the uſe of the firſt utterly. If any 
mani >figthere is pardon provided, is all the Goſpel 
;tbar:{in would willingly-ſuffer to abide* on the 
{minds of.med. .. When we would come to God by 
- + beliewing,.it+ would be: preſfing the former part 
-.of bring free from fin; when the Goſpel propoſeth 
-rhe'latter principally , or the pardon of fin for our 
* encouragement, When we are come to God , and 
- Chbold eat with hiav ;/it will have only the latter 
:apropbſead', rhat zhere 1s: pardon of fin ;' when the 
- Goſpd principallypropoſeth the former, of keep- 
.ingour, ſelves from 6n;-Fhe Grace of God bring- 
ing-falvation having appeared unto-us to that end 
and purpoſe... Now the mind being entangled with 
-tbis decat, drawnofffrom-its watch by it, diver- 
ted from the-crue' chds''of the Gofpel , .doth ſeve- 
ral wayes impoſe upon the w:{/ to obtain its con- 
ſent. " \ T3323 3% 
Firſt,By a ſuddei ſurprozal in caſe of tempration, 
Tempiation is: the repreſentation of a thing. as a 
preſent goed ,, 2 particular good , which is-a real 
evil, a;genefal evil. Now'when a temptation armed 
wich opportunity and provocation, befalls rhe ſoul, 
the principle of Grace in the wif rifeth up: with a 
xejeFdion: and deteſtation: of it,, But on a ſudden 
the 15nd being deceived by fin , breaks in upon the 
will; with a corrupt fallacions reaſoning from Go- 
ſpel-Grace and Mercy, which firſt ſtaggers, then 
abates. the wills oppoſition, and then cauſeth ir to 
caſt the ſcale by its conſent of the ſide of rempta- 
; [OJ '- t10Nn, 
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tion , prm—_ evil asa preſent good ; and fin i 
the ſipht of God is'conceived , though it be never 
committed. Thus is the ſeed. of God ſacrificed 
to Moelogh, and rhe weapons of Chriſt abuſed to 
the ſervice of the Devil, 4 
mY , Itdoth ir.infenfibly. Ir infinuates the 
poyfoh of this corrupt reaſoning by little and lir- 
tle,” untill it hath greatly prevailed; And as the 
whole effe& 'of the Dofrine of the Goſpel it ho- 


lineſs and obedience , confifts in the ſouls being caſt 


into the frame and mould of it, Rem. 6. 17. So the 


whole of Apoſtaſie from the Goſpel , is principall 
the caſting of the ſoul into the mould of this falſe 
reafoning', thar fin may be indulged unts upon the 
account of Grace and pardon, Hereby is the ſoul 
Sratified im floch and negligence, and taken off 
from its care , as to particular duties and avoidance 
of particular ſins. It works theſoul irſenfibly off 
from the myſterie of the Law of Grace, to look 
for ſalvation as if we had neyer performed any 
duty, being after we have done all unprofuable 
ſervants, with a reſting on Soveraign Mercy_ 
through 'the blood of Chriſt, and to attend unto 
Cuties with all diligence as if we looked for, no 
mercy; that.is withno leſs care, though with more 
liberty and freedom. This the deceitfulneſs of fin 
endegvoureth by all means to work the ſoul from, 
and therebydebaucherh the will when irs conſent 
15 required unto particular fins, '* 
Secondly , The deceived m+nd Mpoſeth on the 
will to obtain its conſent unto fin ,- by propoſing 
unto it, the advantages that may accrew and ariſe 
thereby , which is one e Medium whereby its 


"lt 
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ſelf alſo is drawn away. It renders that which js 
abſolutely evil, a preſent appearing good, $0 was it 
with Eve,Gen.z. layin e all. conſiderations, of 
the Law, Covenant, and threats of G09he all at 
once reflets upon the advantages, pleaſures and 
benefirs which ſhe ſhould obtain by her fa, and 
reckons then up to folicit the; conſent, of her 
will, Jt «5, ſaith (he, pood Jor feed pleſent oo the 
Eyes, and.to be deſired ta make one wiſe, What 
_thould ſhe do then but eat it ,, her will conſented 
-and ſhe did ſo accordingly, Pleas for Qhedience 
-arelaid our of the way, and only the pleaſures of 
fin are taken under conſideration. $o ſaith Ahab, 
,1 King. 21. Naboth's Vineyard i vear my houſe, 
and I may\make it a Garden of Herbs, therefore. 
mult have ir. Theſe confiderations a. deceiyed 
mind impoſed on his W:{ ,, until it made him ob- 
ſtinate in the purſuit of his coverouſneſs thrqugh 
perjury and murther, to the prter ruine of himſelf 
and his Family. Thus, is tbe, guilt, and rendency 
of fin hid under the covert of advantages and plea- 
ſures, and ſo is conceived or reſolved on in the 
ſoul. | ; GS 
Secondly, Asthe mind being withdrawn,.ſo the 
AfﬀeFtions being enticed and entangled; do greatly 
tarther the conception of fin in, the ſoul by the 
m_ of t'e will, and they doit two waits, 
irſt, By haſty :mpulſe and ſurpriſal;being 
themſelves up, incited, and drawn forth by 
ſome violent provocation, or ſuitable rempration, 
they put the whole ſoul as it were into a com- 
buſtion, and draw. the wil into a conſent unto 
what they are provoked unto and m—_— 
| W..lllis 
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-withs]. So was the caſe of Davidin the matter of 
'Nahal. * A violent provocation from the extream 
unworthy catriage of that fooliſh Churle,ſtirs him 
'up to wrathand revenge, 1 Sam. 25. 13, He re- 
sFolves upon it, to deſtroy an whole Family, the 
Innocent with the Guilty, ver. 33, 34+ Self-re- 
venge, and murther,were for the ſeaſon conceived, 
reſolved, conſented unto, until God graciouſly 
took him off, His entangled, provoked Aﬀecti- 
-ons, ſurpriſed his W:l to conſent unto the con- 
ception of many bloody.ſins. The caſe was the 
ſame with Aſa in his anger, when he ſmore the 
Propher, and with Peter in his fear whien he de- 
nyed his Maſter. Let that ſoul which would take 
heed of conceiving fin, take heed of entangled Af- 
fetions. For fin may be ſ#ddenly conceived, the 


prevalent conſent. of the will may be ſuddenly. 


obtained , . which = the ſoul a fixed guilt, 
though the fin it ſelf be never aQtually bronghc 
forth, 

'  Secondly,Enticed AﬀeRions procure the conſent 
of the will by frequent ſolicitations, whereby they 
H ground inſenfibly upon ir, and Enthrone them- 
Jelves.” Take an Inſtance in the Sons of Jacob, 
Gen.37.4. They hate their Brother, becauſetheir 

Father loved him, Their Aﬀections. being en- 

ticed,many new occaſions fall our to ent angle them 

farther, as his Dreams and the like, | his lay 

rankling in their hearts, and never ceaſed ſolicit- 

ing their wills, until they,reſolved upon his death. 
The unlawiulneſs , . the unnaturalneſs of the 

ation, the grief of their aged Father, the guilr of 

their own ſouls , are all laid aſide ; that hatred and 


j envy 
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envy that they had conceived againſt him ceaſed 
not until they had got the confent of their wills to 
his ruine, This gradual rogeels of the prevalenc' 

of corrupt AﬀeCtions to ſolicire the ſoul unto fin 
the Wiſe Man excellently deſcribes, Prov, 23. 31, 
32,'33, 34, 35- Andthis is the common way of 
ſins procedure in the'deftru&tion of ſouls which 
ſeem to have made ſome good Engagements in the 
wayes of God. When ithath entangled them with 
one temptation, and brought the wilſto ſome hking 


' of it, that preſently becomes atiother temptation, 


eirher to the negle&t of ſome duny, or to the 
refuſal of morelight ; and commonly that where- 
by men fal] © ney from God, is nor' that 
wherewith' they are firſt entangled. And: this 
may briefly ſuffice for the third Progreſſive Att 
of the deceit of fin. Ir obtains the wills con- 
ſent unto its conception , and by. this means are 
multitudes of fins/ conceived in the heart which 
very little leſs defile the ſoul, or cauſe it to 
contra&t very little leſs guilt,, than, if they were 
aCtually commicred, ad PRE 
Unto / what hath been ſpoken concerning the 
aeceitfulneſs of indwelling-ſin in general , which 
greatly evidenceth its power and efficacy z T ſhall 
adde as a clofe of this diſcourſe, one or two' par- 
ricular;ways of irs deceitful a@ings , conſiſting in 
advantages that it maketh uſe of , and means of 
relieving it ſclf agarnft that diſquilition whigh is 
made after it by the Word arid Spirit for its ruine. 
Otte head only of each ſortwe ſhall bete name, 
- Firft , It makes great advantage of the darkneſs 


of the mind, to work out its defign and intend- 


6 ments. 
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ments: The ſhades of a mind totally datk , that is, 
deyoid utterly of ſaying grace, are the proper 
working .place of fin, Hence the effe&s of it are 
called , the works of darkneſs, Epheſ. 5. 11. Rom. 
T3. 12. as ſpringing from thence. Sin works and 
brings forth by the help of it. The working of luſt 
under the covert of a dark, mind , is as it were the 
upper Region of hell , for ir lies at the next door to 
it for filth; horrour, and confuſion. Now there js 
a' partial darkneſs abiding till in Believers ; they 
know but in part , 1 Cor. 13. 12. Though there be 
in them all a principle of ſaving light, the day-ſtar 
is riſen in their hearrs, yet all the ſhades of darkneſs 
are not-utterly expelled out of them in this life. 
And there are two parts, as it were , or principal. 
effets of the remaining darkxeſs that is in Be- 
lievers. Firſt, Ipnorance, or a neſcience of the will 
of God, either Zur or Fatt;, of the Rule and 
Law in' general , or of the reference of the particu- 
lar fa& that lies before the mind unto the Law. 
Secondly , Erroar and miſtakes; poſitively taking 
that for truth which is falſhood, and that for hoks 
which 1s darkneſs. Now of both theſe doth the Law 
of ſin make great advantage for the exerting of its 
power in the ſoul. | 
- Firſt , Ts there 'a remaining ignorance of any 
thing of the will of God, fin'will be ſure ro make 


uſe of ir, and improve it to the uttermoſt, Though ., 


Abimelech were not a Believes,yet he was a perſon 
that had a moral integrity with him in his ways and 
a&tions ; he declares himſelf to have had fo , in a 
ſolemn appeal to God the ſearcher of all hearts, 


evenin ihat wh:rein he 'miſcarried?,” Gen. 20. 5. * 


| Bur 


by 
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man to defile himſelf with' it, luſt, hurries big in- 
co that intention of evil in referenceunto. Sarah, 
as we have it there related. God..complains thar 


Being ignorant of the mind and will ot God, they 
ruſh'd into evil at every. command of the Law of 


or ignorance of the mind about chem, . fin will aor 


of the duty incumbent on him for the inſtruftor: 
of bis family, caſting the whole weigh of it upon 
the publick teaching, is by the decesrfuluefs of ſir 
brought into .an_ habitual ſloth and negligence of 
duty. So much zgnorance of rhe Will of God and 
duty, ſo, much adyantage is given to the Law of 
ſin. And hence we may ſee what is that true know-: 
ledge which with God is acceptable , how ex- 
atly doth many a poor ſoil, who is low as to no- 
tional knowledge, yet walk with God 2 Ir ſeems 
they know, ſo much, as fin hath not on that ac- 
count much advantage againſt them , when others 
high in their notions , give advantage to their 
luſts even by their sgnorance, though they know 
1not.. 
Secondly, Errour is a worſe part or effe&t of 
the minds darkneſs, and gives great advantage to 
' the Lawof fin. There is indeed ignorance in every 
_ error, but there isnot error 11 all sgzorance, and 
ſo they may be diſtinguiſhed. I ſhall need to ex- 
emplifte this but with one conſideration, - and that 
| is, 


Bur being ignorant that for71carion was a in, or (6, 
great a ſin, as that it became. nor, a morally, honeft, 


his people periſhed for lack of knowledge, Hoſcq.6.. 


ſin, Beit as to any dury to;be performed,.'or as to- 
any fin to be committed, if there bein ut darkneſs: 


loſe its adyantage. Many a man. being 1gnorant, 
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is, of men, who being zealous for ſome error, do 
ſeek to ſuppreſs and perſecute the truth. Indwel- 
ling-fin deſires no-greater advantage. How will 
it every day, every hour pour forth wrath, re- 
vilings, hard ſpeeches ; breathe revenge, murther, 
deſolation, under the name perhaps of zeal. On 
this account we may ſee poor creatures pleaſing 
themſelves every day, as if they vaunted in their 
excellency, when they are foaming out their 
own ſhame, Under their' real darkneſs and pre-, 
tended zeal, fin fits ſecurely and fills Pulpits, 
Houſes, Prayers, Sireets, with as. bitter fruits of 
envy, malice, wrath, hatred, ev miſes, falſe 
ſpeakings, as full as they can hold. The comraon 
iſſue with ſuch poor creatures, is, the holy bl z{Ted” 
meek Spirit of God withdraws from them, and 
leayes s x: viſibly and openly to that evil, fro- 
ward, wrathful, worldly ſpirit, which the Law of 


fin "hath cheriſhed and heightned ui them. Sin. 


dwells not any where more (ſecure, than in ſuch a 
frame, Thus I ſay, it lays bold in particular of 
advantages to practiſe upon, with irs decearſulneſs, 
and therein alſo to exert its power in the ſoul, 
whereof this ſingle inſtance of us improving the 


darkneſs of the mind. unto its own ends, is a ſuf\, 


ficient evidence, _ 

Secondly, It uſeth means of relieving it ſelf 
againſt the purſuir, that is made after it in the heart 
by the Word and/Spirit of grace. Oneallo of i:s 
wiles, in the way of inſtance, I ſhall name in this 
kind, and that i 5 the alleviation of its own guilt. It 
pleads for it /jelf, that ir is not ſo bad, Þ filthy,* 
ſo fatal as is pretended ; :nd this courſe of 

Te / EXtenu- 
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exterwation it proceds in two ways. Firſt, 4h- 
folutely ; many ſecret pleas it will have that the evil 
which ut tends unto is not, ſo -pernicious as con- 
ſcience is perſwaded that it is , it may be ventured 
on without 'ruine. Theſe © conſiderations it will 
- ſtrongly urge, when it is at work in 4 way of ſur- 
prizal , when the ſoul hath no leiſure or liberty to 
' weights ” nn in the ballance 'of the San- 
Ruary , and not ſeldom is the. wi# impoſed on 
hereby , andadyanuages gotten to ſhife it ſelf from 
under the ſword of the Spirir, * It is not ſuch but 
thac it may bet alone, or ſuffered co die of it 
ſelf, which proBably within a while it will do; no 
need of that violence which in mortification 1s to 
be offered ; "it is time enough to deal with a tnatter 
of no greater \importance hereafrer ; With other 
pleas like thoſe before-mentioned, | Secondly, 
Comparatively,, and this is a large field for 1s de- 
ceit and f{ubtilty to lurk in, Though it is an evil 
* indeed to be relinquiſhed, and the ſoul is'to be 
made watchful againft it, yet ir 1s not of the 
magnitude and degree; as\we may ſee inthe lives 
of others , even Saints of God , much leſs ſuch as 
ſome Saints of old have fallen into. By theſe and the 
like pretences , I ſay; it ſeeks to evade and keep its 
aboad in the foul when purſted ro deftruRion, 
And how lictle a portion of its deceitfulneſs is it that 
we have declared ? ; 
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Several waies mhereby the brinoing forth of 


concerved Sin i obſtructed,” © -<2*6 
: KL3 (BUTIB 
Efore we proceed to the remaining eviderices 
of the power arid efficacy of the Law 97 fir 
we ſhall take occaſion from what hath been deli- 
vered, to divert unto one conſideration that offets 
it ſelf from that Scripture, which was made*the 
bottom and foundation of our difcourſe of the' ge- 
neral deceitfulneſs of ſin ; namely Fames 1. 14. 
The Apoſtle tells us that /uf# conceiving 967 
forth ſin , ſeeming to intimate,that look whatfin'is 
conceived, that alſo is brought forth. **"N#%w 
placing the conception of ſin, as we have dofie, in 
the conſent of the Will unto it, and reckoning, as we 
ought, the bringing forth of fin” ro: confiſt ins 
aftual commiſſion, we know that thefe do ndt ye- 
ceffarily follow one another, There'ts a world of 
ſin conceived inthe womb of the wills andhearts 
of 'men, that is never broughr forth: Our preſent 
buſineſs then ſhall be to enquire whence thar.comes 
to paſs, I anſwer then ; ; TY 
Firſt, That this is not ſo; is'no thanksto fin, 
nor the Law of it, What it conceives, 'it would 
bring forth ; and thar'ic dorh not, is for the moſt 
part but a ſmall abatement of its guilt, A detcr- 
minate will of a&ual ſinning,is aQual ſin. There is 
nothing wanting on fins part, that eyery con- 
N ceived 
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ceived fin is not actually accompliſhed. The ob-= 
ſtacle and preyention lies on another hand. | 
Secondly, There are two things that are neceſ. 
ſary in the creature that hath-conce:ved ſs, for 
the bringing of it forth. Firſt, Power, Secondly, 
Continuance in the will of finning, until it be per- 
petrated and committed, Where theſe to are, 
actual fin will unavoidably enſue, Ir is evident 
:tberefore, that that which hinders conceived fin 
From being brought forth, - muſt affeRt either the 
" power, or the will of the ſinner, This muſt be from 
God. And he hath two waics of doing it. Firſf,by 
his Providence, whereby he obſtruRs the power 0f 
' fanning, Secondly, By his Grace, whereby he di- 
verts or. changes the wil of finning, Idonat 
- mention theſe waies of Gods diſpenſations thus 
, diſtindtly, as though the one of them were alwaics 
2withour the other ; for there is much of grace in 
. providential adminiſtrations, and much of the 
..wiſdem of providence ſeen in the difpenſations of 
» Brace. But I placethem in this diſtinion, be- 
.cayſe rhey, appear moſt eminent therein. * Provi- 
. dencein optward as reſpeRing the power of the 
. cxeature, Grace common or ſpecial in internal 
. efficacie, reſpeinghis will, And we ſhall be- 
. gin-with che fir. | 
_ - Firt, When fin is conceived, the Lord obſtruds 
5. production by his providence in taking away,or 
taking ſhort that power which is abſolutely necel- 
ſary for its bringing forth or accompliſhment. As, 
+ Firſt, Lyfe is the foundation of all-power, the 
principle of operation. When that ceafeth, all 
power ceaſeth with it, Even God himſelf, to 
| evInce 
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evincethe everlaſting ſtability of his own pawer, 
gives himſelf the title of the living God, Now tie 
trequently obviares the power of exerting fin a&u- 
ally, by cutting ſhort and taking away the /iv: 5 of 
them thar have conceived ir. 'Thus he dealt with 
the Army of Senacherib,when according as head 
purpoſed, ſo herhreatned that the Lord ſhould not 
deliver Jeruſalem ont of bu hand, 2 Kings - 35 

outd 


God threatens to cut ſhort his power, that. he 


not execute his intendment, chap.19.28. which he 


performs accordingly, by taking away the tet þ 


his ſouldiers, ver.35. without whom it was impol- 
ſible that his conceived fin ſhoyld be brought forth. 
This providential diſpenſation-mthe obſtru&ion of 
conceived fin, Moſes excellently ers forchiin the 
caſe of Pharaob,Exod.15.9,19. The enemy ſaid, 
will purſue, I will overtake, I will divide the ſpoil,my 
Iuſts ſhall be ſatisfied upon them: I will draw my 
ſword, my hand ſhall deſtroy them, Thou didſt 
blaw with thy wind, the 'Sea covered them, they 
ſank, as lead inthe mighty waters. Sins concep- 
tion is fully exprefſed, and as full a prevention is 
annexed unto it, In like manner he dealr with 
the Companies of Fifties and their Captazns, who 
came to apprehend Elijah, 2 Kings 1.10,11. Fire 
came down from ' Heaven and conſumed them , 
when they were ready to have taken him, ' And 
ſundry other inſtances of the like nature might be 
recorded. That which is of univerſal concern- 
ment,we haye in that great providential alteration; 
which pur period to the lives of men, Men living 
hundreds of years, hid a long ſeaſon to Erins 


forth the fins they ha1 conceived ; thereupon we 


N 2 ear:h 
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earth was filled with yiolence,injuſtice,and rapine, 
and all feſh corrupted their waies,Gen.6.12,19.To0 
;prevent the like inundation of fin, God ſhortens 
the courſe of the pilgrimage of men in the earth, 

nd reduces their lives to a much ſhorter meaſure, 
\Befides this general Law, God.daily thus cuts off 


 perſons,who had conceived much miſchief and vi. 
fans in their hearts, and prevents the execution 
of it. Blood-thirſty and deceitful men do not live 
out half their days. They have yet much work to do, 
might they. have but ſpace given them to execute 
the bloody and {jnful purpoſes of their minds. The 
Pſalmiſt tells us, P Zh 146. 4+ 1n the day that the 
breath of man goeth forth, his thoughts periſh : he 
had many contrivances about fin, but now they arc 
all cut off.Soalſo,Eccleſe8.12,13. Though a 7 hn) 
do evil ay hundred times,and bis days be prolonged; 
yet ſurely I know that it ſhall be well with them that 
fear God,which fear before him , but it ſhall not be 
well with tht wicked, neither ſhall he prolong his 
daires, which are as a ſhadow, becauſe he feareth 
70t before God, How long ſoever a wicked min 
lives, yet he dies judicially, and ſhall not abide 
todo the evil he had conceived. 
But now ſeeing we have granted, that even 
Believersthemſelves may conceive fin through the 


- Power and the deceitfulneſs of it, it may be en- 


quired whether God ever thus obvrates its pro- 
duRtion and accompliſhment in them, by cutting 
off and taking away their Lves,ſo as that they (hal 
not be able to perform ir ; I anſwer, | 

© Firſt, That God doth not jzdicially cut off and 
rake away the life of any of bj, for this end and 
ms | ; purpoſe, 


h__ 


a. 
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purpoſe, that .he may thereby prevent the execu- 
tion,or bringing forth of any particular fin that he 
had conceived, and which without that raking 
away he would have perpetrated. For, _ 
Firſt, This 1s dire&ly contrary to the yery de- 
clared end of the patience of God towards them, 
2 Pet.3.9. This is the very end of the long- ſuffering 
of God towards Believers, that before they deparc 
ence,they may cometo the ſenſe,ackrowledgment, 
and repentance of every known (in. This is the 
conſtant and unchangeable rule of Gods patience 
in the Covenant of Grace ; which 1s ſo far from 


being in them an incouragement unto fin, that i 


is a motive to univerſal watchfulneſs againſt ir, 
of the ſame nature with all Goſpel-grace, and of 
mercy in the blood of Chriſt, Now this diſpenſa- 
tion whereof we ſpeak, would he in a dire@ con- 


' tradition unto it, | 


| Secondly, This alſo Hows fromthe former, that 
whereas conceived fin contains the whole nature of 
1t,as our Saviour at large declares, Matth.5. And 
to be cut off under the guilc of it, to prevent its 
farther progreſs, argues a continuance in the pur- 
poſe of it without repentance ; it cannot ,be+ but 
they muſt periſh for ever who are ſo ;udicially cur 
off. © But God deals not ſa with his, he caſts not 
off the people whom he did fore-know., And 
thence David prays for the patience of God be- 
fore-mentioned, that it might not be ſo with him, 
P[a.39-13.0 ſpare me that I may recover ſtrength, 
before I go hence and be no more, But yet, | 

. Secondly, There are ſome caſes wherein God, 


may, and doth take away the lives of his own to. 
N 3 Prevenc 
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prevent the guilt that otherwiſe they would be in- 
volvedin ; As, 

Firſt, In che coming of ſome great temptation 
and tryal upon the world. God knowing thar 
ſach and ſuch of his would net be able to with- 
ſtand it, and hold out againſt ir, but would dif- 
honour him, and defile themſelves, he may, and 
doubtleſs often doth take them out of the world, 
to take them our of the way of ic, 1/a. 57. 1. The 
rig" teous 1s taken away from the evil to come ; not 
only the evil of puniſhment and judgement, but the 
evil of temptations and trials, which oftentimes 
proves much the worſe of the rwo. Thus a Cap- 
rain in war will call off a ſouldier from his watch 
and guard, when he knows that he is not able, 
through ſome infirmiry to bear the ſtreſs and 
force of the enemy thar is coming upon him. 

Secondly, In caſe of their engagement into any 
way not acceptable ro him, through ignorance, 
or not knowing of his mind and will, This feems 


' tohave been the caſe of 7oſiah. Anddoubtlicfs the 


Lord doth / oftentimes thus proceed with his. 
When any of his own are engaged in waies that 
pleaſe him not, through the darkneſs and igno- 
rance of their minds, that they may nor proceed 
to farther evil or miſchief, he calls them cff from 
their ſtation and employment, and rakes them to 
himſelf, where they ſhall erre ard miſtake no 
more. Bur in ordinary caſes, God hath other 
waies of diverting his own from fin, than by kil- 
ling of them, as we ſhall ſee afterwards, 
Secondly, God providentially hinders the 
bringing forth of conceived fin, by taking — 
an 


= 


win, © A 
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and cutting ſhort the power of them that- bad concti- - 
vedit ; ſo that thoogh their lives continue, they 
ſhall nothave thar power,withourt which ir is1mpol- 
fible for them to-execute what they had intended, 
or to bring forth what they had conceived. Hereof 
alſo we have ſundry inftances. Thus was the caſe 
with the Builders of Babel,Genit 1, Whar ever ir 
were in particular that they aimed at, it was in 
the purſuit of a deſign of Apoſtaſte from God. 
One thing requilite to the accompliſhing of whar 
they aimed at, was the oxeneF of their language ; 
ſo God ſayes, v.6. They have all one language, and 
this they beginto do, and now nothing will be re- 
ſtrained from them that they have imagined to do. 
In an ordinary way they will accompliſh their 
wicked deſign. What courſe doth God now take to 
obviate their conceived fin ? doth he bring a flood 
upon them to deſtroy them, as in the old world 
ſometime before > Doth he ſend his Angel to cur 
them off, like the Army of Senacherib afterwards ? 
Doth he by any means take away their lives ? 
No, their lives are continued, but he confounds 
their language, fo that they cannot go on with 
their work, ver. 7. takes away that wherein their 
power confiſted. In like manner did he proceed 
with the Sodomites, Gen. 19. 11, they were en- 
gaged in, and ſet upon the purſuit of their filthy 
luſts. God ſmites them with blindneſs, ſo that they 
could not find the door where they thought to 
have uſed violencefor the compaſling of their ends , 
their /;zves were continued, and their will of {in- 
ning,but their power 1s cut ſhort and abridged. His 
dealing with Feroboam, 1 King.13. 4+ was of the 

N 4 ſame 
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ſarge nature. .He. ſtretched out his hard to lay bold 
.of- the Prophet, and it withered and became yuſe- 
leſs. And this is an eminent way of the effectual 
aQing of Gods providence in the world, for the 
ſtopping of that inundacion of fin, . which would 
overflow all the earth were every womb of it 
opened, He cuts men ſhort of their zzoral power, 
whereby they ſhould effeRt ir. Many a wreich 
that hath conceived -miſchief againſt the Church 
of God, hath by this means been diveſted of his 
awer,whereby he thought ro accompliſh it. Some 
[$23 their bodies ſmitten with diſeaſes, that they 
can no more ſerve their luſts, nor accompany 
them in the perpetrating of tolly. Some are de- 
prived of the inſtruments whereby they would 
work, There hath been for many daies, fin and 
miſchief enough conceived, ro root out the gene- 
ration of the righteous irom the face of the earth, 
had men ſtrength and ability to their will, did not 
God cut off and ſhorten their power, andthedaies 
of their prevalency.P/a.64.6.They ſearch out ini- 
quities, they accompliſh a diligent ſearch, both the 
enward thought of every one-of them and the heart 
z5 deep. All chings are in a readineſs, the deſign is 
well laid,their counſels aredeep and'ſecret. Whar 
nOw ſhall hinder them from doing what ever they 
have imagined to do? v. 7,8. But God ſhall ſhoot at 
them with an arrow, ſuddenly ſhall they be wounded: 
fo they ſhall make their own tongue to fall upon 
themſelves. God meets with them, brings them 
down,thar they ſhall nor be able to accompliſh their 
 d fign. An4chis way of Gods preventing ſin, ſeerus 
to b: at eiſt ordinarily, peculiar tothe men of the 


world . 
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world ; God deals thus wi every day, and 
leaves them to pine awayin ſins. They go 
all their dates big with the iniquity they have con- 
ceived, and are greatly burdened that they Gn 
be delivered of it. The Prophet tells us, that they 
prattiſe iniquity that they had conceived,becauſe it 
4; in the power of their band, Micah 2. 1, If they 
have power for it, they will accompliſh it ; Ezek, 
22.6. To _ power they ſhed blood, This is the 
meaſure of their inning, even their power, They 
do many of them, no more evil, they commit no 
more fin than they can. "Their wholereſtraint lies 
in being cut ſhort in power in one kind or ano- 
ther. Their bodies will not ſerye them for their 
contrived uncleannefſes , nor their hands for their 
reyenge and rapine, nor their Inſtruments for per- 
ſecution , but thiey go burdened with conceived 
fin, and are difquieted and tortured by it all their 
daies. And hence they become in themſelves, as 
well as unto others, a troubled Sea that cannot reſt, 
Iſa. 57. 30. - 

It may be alſo in ſome caſes,under ſome violent 
temptations, or in miſtakes, God may thus obvi- 
ate the accompliſhment of conceived fin in his own. 
And there ſeems to be an inſtance of it in his deal- 
ing with 7ehoſaphat, who had deſigned againſt the 
mind of- God to joyn in affinity with Ahab, and ro 
ſend bis Ships with bim tg, T.arſb:ſb ; bur God 


'. breaks his Ships by a wind, that he could nor 


accompliſh he had deſigned, Bur in Gods 
dealing m this way, . there is a diffe- 
rence from the ſame diſpenſation towards others , 


tor, | 
Eur} 
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Firſt, It is ſo onlgh@ caſes of ex7aor dinary temp: 
zation. When thraſh the violence of remptation, 
& craft of Satan, , they are hurryed from- under 
oh condud of the Law of grace, God one way 
or other takes away their power, or may do ſo, 
that they ſhall not be able ro execute what they, 
had deligned. But this is an ordinary way of 
dealing with wicked men. This hook of God is 
upon them in the whole courſe of their lives , and 
they ſtruggle with it, being as a wild Bull in a ner, 
- « FI. 20, Gods-Net is upon them,and they are 
led wich fury that they cannot do all the wicked- 
neſs that they would. 

Secondly, God doth it not to leavethem to 
wreſtle with Sin,and to attempt other wates of its 
accompliſhment upon the failure of that which 
they were ingaged in, bur by their diſappointment 
awakens them to conſider their condition , and 
what they are doing, and {o conſumes fin in the 

. womb by the waies that ſhall afrerwards be inſiſted 
on. Some Mens deprivation of power for the 
commitrins of conceived contrived fin, hath been 
ſancified ro the changing of their hearts from all 
dalltances with that or other fins, 

Thirdly,God providentially hinders the bringing 
forth of conceived fin, by oppoſing an external 
hindering power unto ſinners. He leaves them their 
lives, and leaves them power to do what they 
intend, - only he raiſeth up an oppoſite power ro 
coerce, forbid, and reſtrain them nce here- 
of we have, 1 Sam. 14.35. $ {worn tbat 
Jonathan ſhould be put to death, and as far as ap- 
pears went on reſolutely to have ſlain him , God 

ſtirs 
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ſtirs up the ſpirit of the People,they oppoſe them. 
ſelves to the wrath and fury of Saxl, and 7Fonathan 
is defivered. Su alfo 2 Chron. 26. :7, +8, 19. 
when ' King Vzz:a9 would have in his own Per- 
ſon offered Incenle contrary to the Law, Eighty 
Men of the Prieſts reſiftsd him, and drove him out 
of the Temple. And to this head are to be re- 
ferred all the afliftances which God ftirreth up for 
deliverance ot his People againſt the fury of Per- 
ſecutors. He raiſeth up Saviorrs or Believers 
on Mount Sion, to judge the Mount of Edom , 10 
Rev. 12. 16. The Dragon, and thuſe ating under 
him, ſpirited by him, were in a furious endeavour 
for the deſtruion of the Church , God ſtirs up 
the Earth to her afſliftance,even men of the world, 
not engaged with others in the deſign of Satan, 
and by their oppoſition hinders them' from the 
execution of their deſigned rage, Of this nature, 
ſeems to be that dealing of God with his own 
People, Hof. 2. 6, 7. They were in the purſuir 
of their 1niquities, following after their Lovers  .. 
God leaves them for a while to act in the folly of 
their ſpirits, but he Ters a hedge, and a wall before 
them that they ſhall not be able to fulfill their de- 
figns and lufts, 

Fourthly, God obviates the accompliſhment of 
conceived fin, by removing, or taking away the 
ob; ets on whom,or about whom, the ſin conceived 
was to be committed, As 12. 11. yields us alig- 
nal Inſtance of this iſſue of Aer? wee When 
the day was comins wherein Herod thought to 
have ſlain Perer who was ſhut up in Priſon, God 
ſends and takes him away from their rage' and 
| lying 
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| lying'in wait, So alſo was 'our S4vioxr himſelt 
raken away from the murderous rage of the Zews 
before his hour was come,Foh.$8.5 9. chap. 10. 39. 
Both Primitive and latter times are full of ſtories ro 
this purpoſe : Priſon-doors have been opened, and 
poor Creatures appointed to die have been fre- 
quently reſcued from the Jaws of death. Inthe 
World it felf amongſt the men thereof, Adulterers 
and Adultereſſes, the fin of the one is ofgen hindred 
and ſtifled by the taking away of the other. So 
wings were given (0 the woman to carry her intu 
the Wildernef; and to diſappoint the World in the 
execution of their rage, Rev. 12. 14+ | 
" Fifthly, God doth this by ſome eminent dzver- 
ſons of the thoughts of Men who had conceived 
fin; Gen.37. 24. The Brethren of Foſeph caſt him 
Into a pit, with an intent to famiſh himthere , 
whileſt they were as ic ſeems, pleaſing themſelves 
with what they had done, God orders a Com- 
pany of Merchants to come by, and diverts their 
thoughts with that new objetZ from the killing,. to 
the ſelling of their Brother,verſ. 26,27. And how 
far therein they were ſubſervient to the infinitely 
wiſe Counſel of God, we know. Thus alſo when 
Saul was in the purſuit of David, and was even 
ready to prevail againft him to his deſtruction. 
God ftirs up the Philiſtins to invade the Land, 
which 'both diverted his thoughts 5 and drew 
the courſe of his aRtings another way, 1 Sam. 
27. 27» | | OP 
And thele are ſome of the waies whereby God is 
pleaſed to hinder the bringing forth of conceived 
fm,by oppoſing himſelf and his Providence tothe 
power 
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power of the ſinning Creature, And we may a little 
in our paſſage "take brief view of the great ad- 
vantages to Faith,and the Church of God, which 


may be found in this matter. As, _ 


Firſt, This may give vs'a little inſight into the 
ever to be adored Proyidetice of God,by theſe and 
the like waies in great variety obſtructing the 


"*breakin 
| makes't 


quire, 


forth of fin in the World. 


It is he who 


boſe dams, ' and ſhuts up thoſe flood-gates 
of corrupted Nature, that it ſhall not break forth 
in a deluge of filchy Abominations to overwhelm 
the Creation with confuſion and diſorder, As it was * 
” of old,ſo it isat this day , Every thought and ima- 
gination of the beart of Man i evil, and that con- 
2snwally, © That all the Earth is not in\all places 
filled with violence, as it was of old, is meerly 
from the mighty hand of God working effeftually 
for the obſtructing of fin. From hence alone it is, 
that the High-wates, Streets and Fields, are not all 
filled with violence, blood, rapine, uncleanneſs, 
and every villany that the heart of Man can con- 
ceive, O the infinice beauty of divine Wiſdom 
and Providence in the government of the World! 
For the Conſervation of it asks daily no leſs pow- 
er and wiſdom than the firſt making of it did re- 


" Secondly, If wewill loak to our own Concern- 
ments, they will in a ſpecial manner inforce us 
to adore the wiſdom and efficacy of the Provi- 
dence of God,in ſtopping the progreſs of conceived 
ſm, That we are at peace in our Houſes, at reit 
in our Beds, that we have any quiet 1u our En- 
joyments, 1s from hence alone : Whoſe Perſen 


© Ara> 


would 
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would not be defiled, or deftroyed? whoſe Hahi- 
cation would not be ruined? - whoſe blood almoſt 
would not be ſhed, . if wicked Men had power to 
p<rpetrate all their conceived {in ? | It may be the 
ruine of ſome of us bath been conceived a thou- 
ſand tim:s. We are beholding co this Providence 
of obſtructing ſin, for our Liyes, our Families, 


our Eſtates, our Liberties, for, whatſvever.is, or 


may be dear unto,us. For may we not Tay ſome- 
times wich che Pſalmift, P/al.57..4. dy Soul is 
«nong Lyons,and 1 lie even among them'that are ſet 
on fire, even the ſons of Men,whoſe teeth are ſpears 


_ and arrows, and their tongue a ſharp ſword, Ard 


how 1s the deliverance of Men contrived from 


ſuch Perſons, Pſal. 58. 6. God breaks their teeth 


..3n their mouths, even the $7446 teeth of the young 


Lyons. He keeps this fire from burning , or 
quenchetb ir when it's. ready to-break out into a 
flame. He breaks their ſpears,and arrows, ſo 
that ſomerimes we are not ſo much as wounded 
by them ; Some he cuts off and deſtroyes, ſome 
he cuts ſhort in cheir power, ſome he deprives of 
the Inſtruments whereby alone they can work , 
ſome he prevents of their deſired opportuniries,or 
diverts by ocher objects for their luſts, and often- 
times cauſeth them to ſpend them among them- 


_ſelves one upon anather. We may fay therefore 


with the Pſalmiſt, Pſal. 104.24. O Lord, how 
manifold are thy works, 1 wiſdom baſt thou made 
them all, the Earth us full of thy Riches , and with 
the Prophet, Hoſ. 14.9. Who # wiſe and he ſhall 
underſtand theſe things, prudent ani he ſhall know 


them , all the waies of the Lard are rioht, andthe . 


Tuſt 


5 
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Tuſt ſhall walk. in them, but the Tranſgreſſors (hall 
all therein © 
* Thirdly,If theſe and the like are the ways where- 
by God obviates the bringing forth of conceived 
fin in wicked Men, we may learn hence how mi- 
ſerable their condition is, and in what perpetual 
torment for the moſt part they ſpend their daies ; 
They are like a troubled Sea, ſaith the Lord, that 
cannot reſt, As they endeayour that others may 
have no peace, ſo it is certain that themſelyes have 
not any ; the principle of ſin is not impaired nor 
weakned inthem, the will of finning is nor taken 
away : They have a Womb of ſin that is ableto 
conceive Monſters, every moment, Yea, for the 
moſt part they are forging and framing folly all the 
day long : One Tuft or other they are contriving 
how to fatisfie , they are either devouring by ma- 
lice and revenge, or vitiating by uncleanneſs, or 
trampling on by ambition, or ſwallowing down by 
covetouſneſs all that ſtand before them, Many of 


. their follies and miſchiefs they bring to the very 


birth,and are in pain to be delivered , but God eve- 


.ry day fills them with diſappointment.and ſbxts up 


the womb of {in.Some are filled with hatred of Gods 


. people all their daies, and never once have an op- 


portunity to exetciſs it,So David deſcribes them, 
Pſal. 59. 6. They return at evening , they make 4 
noiſe like a Dog, and go round about the City. 
They gd-up and down and belch out with their 
mouths. ſwords are un their lips, Verl.7.and yet are 
not able to accomplith their deſigns : What tor- 
ture do ſuch poor creatures live in > Envy, m3- 
lice, wrath, revenge, devour their hear:s by 


noc 
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not getting vent. And when God hath exerciſcd 
the other a&s of his wiſe Providence in cutting 
ſhort their power, or oppoſing a greater power 
to them when nothing elſe will doe, hecuts them 
off in their fins, and to the grave they go fullof 
purpoſes of Iniquity. Others are no leſs hurryed 
and diverted by the power of other luſts which 
they are not able to ſatisfie: This is the ſore tra- 
vail they are exerciſed with , all their dayes. If 
they accompliſh their deſigns, they are more wic- 
ked and a than before, andif they do not, 
they are filled whith vexation and diſcontentment. 
This is the portiort of them who know not the 
Lord, nor the power of his grace, Envy nor 
their condition, notwithſtanding their outward 
olittering ſhew, their hearts are. full of anxiety 
trouble and ſorrow. 

Fourthly, Do we ſee ſometimes the-flood-pates 
of Mens luſts 'and rage ſet open againſt the 
Church, and intereſt vf ir, and doth prevalency 
atrend them, and powers for a ſeaſon on their 
"fide, let nor the Saints of God defpond, Hehatch 
unſpeakably various and effetual wayes for the 
"ſtiftins of their conceptions to givethem dry breaſts 
and a mifcarryins womb. He can ftoptheir fury 
when he pleaſeth ; *Sarely, ſanh David, the wrath 


of Man ſhall praiſe thee, the remainder of wrath 


alt thou reſtrain, Pſil. 76.16. When ſo much of 
their wrath is let ont as ſhall exalt his praiſe, he 
can when he pleaſerh ſet up a power preater than 
the combined ftrength of all finning Creatures, 
and reſtrain the remainder of the wrxh that they 
had conceived, He ſhall cut off the ſpiritof Princes, 


He 


q 
3 
p 
f 


Ereftiity 
mercy in them. ;+ Do tier 186k then __ 


0b/truttions groen to conteroved 819, 164 
Hes terrible tobe Kings FIG, v:42.Some 
he will cut a and T2 ſome he willterrifie 
and-#ffright and rige of 'all,/\He<an 
= chetn -6n' the head," 6r-break - o0t\«thbir 
or "chit tp theit Sed, -i@ who-ean-oÞ- 
poſe him? : 7 M19 
7 Edely, Thoſe who have received beiiefit by/ariy 
of the waies mentiofied ,”* my know 'to "Who 
they owe'rheir' 'preſevvarion, ! and' not logRvondle 
a5 4-Common thing, Whert bu have c>ncerw 
hah God weakened your power el fin; Dobra 
portuniry, or took away rhie-obj 
ro ppm Þ your coor fm by new-Pfovis 
dences, know afforedly that-you have reevdived 
mercy thereby.” Thongh God dealftivt.ctheſe-pro- 
vidences alwaes in a ſubſeryiency ro che Covehanit 
of Grace, yet thete 18 alwiys meypyin then, always 
a call' in'them-ro-conſider he Amhor of'theny, 
Had nor God thus dealt with you, it may bethis 
day you ha" been a terrouyto your ſelves;4'{hame 
to' your relatiofis, and under the puniſhment due 


to ſome 'notorivus fins which you had corcerved 
Beſides, there is commonly th kdditional guilt in 
ſin brooght forth, above'what i is ir che tee? cots 
ceptisn of -it;": 1 may bepthers would havebeen 
ruined by ir heve; | or - drawn G4: pirenerſhÞn 
fin by-itz ant! 1.cternally uihe@by,all 
which are prevented by theſe providences>" and 

wicneſs;/! this theres  Giigalty of of 


things as coimtiokaronderne; tie hafd oof" 


It then all';: and dare nercifet hand! if "ot oY 
ſpiſed ; if bezyet God —_ y— 
this 


- 
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the World is.the better, and you are not ſo wicked 
25 YOu WV D&s: 1 b tg 00% 
tae Ht k=g- "o nC the great uſe of 
A46g+fingcis/ 1 ihe-world, that great appointment 
of Lang Amonght other,chings, it is peculiarly ſub- 
ſervient to this holy Providence, in obſtruRting 
the hxnging.forth of concesved ſir namely by the 
rexrour of him 'that þears the ſwoxd, , God fixes 
thavzogche hearts of evil men which heexpreſſeth, 
Riwnige4 If then de that which #5, euil,be afr aid, 
for tht power beareth not the ſwordin vain, for he 
GOEIINE of God;a revenger to exteute wrath 
other that-dv evil. God lines this on,the hearts 
bk 1959, -and by the dread and texrour of it cloſeth 
the wymb of ſmgbar it ſhall not bring forth. When 
there. was nd King #n 1ſrael,none to-purto rebuke, 
and- hone of whom- evil men were afraid, there 
was; weful work and hayock among the children 
of! men, made in- the worlds as we tnay ſeein the 
laſt-Chapters of the book of Fudges: The greateſt 
mercies and bleſſings. that in this world we are 
mage partakers of, next iothem of the Goſpel 
and Covenaut of Grace, come to. us through thr 
channel andiconduit, And indeed, this whereof 
m_ 0 _— __ proper Ze wn of 
ifracy, namaly £0.be'ſublcryzent tg the provi- 
dence.) GedmobfiruRtingihe bringing forth of 
_ Theſethanare-ſome of the waies whereby Gd 
(provedentially preventsahe bringing forth of fan,by 
-Oppeling obRacles to the power :af ahefinner. - And 
by hers fin; is not: conſumed, ' bur ſhut up+in the 
womb. Men arence burthened for &,but wirb it; 
7; nor 
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not laden in their hearts and confciences with.us 
gwile, bur” perplexed with it power, which they 
are not able tg exert and fſatisfte, - » fT 

The way; thaz yet. remains, for conſideragion 
whereby God-obviates the production iy Ny 
Gn, is. his: working on the Wit of the ſinners, 
making fin to conſume away ip the womb. 

There are two-waies in general whereby God 
thus prevents tbe bringing forth. of conceived fin, 


» by on the will of the ſinner , and they are, 
e 


firſt bby Reſtr@sning Grave; lecondly,by Renewing 
Grace, He doth ivlometimes the one way, . ſome- 
tives the other. -. The firſt of theſe is common to 
regenerate and unregenerate perſons, the latter 
peculiar to believers ; and God doth it varmuſly 
as to particulars by them both. We ſhall begin 
with the firſt of them, 12:neds * oth 

Firſt, God doth this in the way of reſtraining 
grace by ſome arrow of particular convittion fixed 
in the heart and conſcience of the ſinner, in refe- 
rence. unto. the /particular fin which he had con- 
ceived, This ſtaggers and changes the mind, as 
tothe particular intended, cauſerh the hands to 
hang down, and the weapons of luſt to fall our of 
them. Hereby concesved ſin proves abortive, How 
God doth this work, by what immediate touches, 
ſtrokes, blows, rebukes of his Spirit, by what rea+ 
{onings , arguments , and commotions of. mens 
own conſciences, is not for. us throughly to find 
out, It isdone,as was ſaid,in unſpeaka>le variety, 


and the works of God are paſt finding out. But as: 


to what light may be given. unto it from Scri- 
pture inſtances , after we have manifeſted the 
| | O 2 genera 


wo 
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prhert way of Gods procedute, it ſhall be in- 


\ifted on, | 
$1.9 then God dealt-in the caſe-of Eſau and 
FAGEE)an hdd long conceived his brothers death, 
he edififorred bimfelf with the thoughts of it, and 
reſolutions abour it; Gen-275.41. -A$t the manner 
of profligatefinners. ''Upon his firſt opportunity 
he tames forth 'to execure bis intended rage, and 
Facob 'concludes that he would fmiite the morher 
witÞ/the children; Gen: 32.1 r. An'opportunity is 
preſerited unco' this/ wicked and\ profane perſon, 
t0"b;ing forth-that fin thir had L4id'in his hearr 
How riventy years, he 'Hathfull power tn his hand 
to perform ts purfioſe;In'therhidRt'of this poſture 
of things, God comes in upon his hearr with fome 
1ttrer and effetual working of- his Spiric and 
power, changeth him fro his purpoſe,” cauſeth 
bis coriceived fio'ts melt away, rhar 'he fallsupon 
the'neck of him with embraces, whom he thonghr 
co have ſlain, © | | 
Of the ſane n2ture, though the way of it was 
peculiar ;was his dealing with Labanthe Syrsan, in 
reference 10 the ſame Jacob, Gen. 31. 24. By a 
dream, -a viſion in the nighr, Ggd hinders him 
from fo much as ſpeaking roughly to him, It was 
with bim as *Mfrcah 2. 1. he had deviſed evil on 
his - bed, ' and when he thought to have praiſed 
1 the morning, - God interpoſed tm a drm, 
and hides fin from hitn,as he'{peaks, Fob $8486, 
. 17, 'Tothe ſame purpoſe is that of $Ke"Ffat 
concerning the'people of God, P/al. 106; 4a 
ave them to be pitied of all thoſe w OGRvY i 
them captives. Ment uſually deal ir-:rfBot 
h - thoſe 
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thoſe whom they have- taken captive in war. 1* 
was the way of 'old to rule captives with force and 
cruelty, Here God turns and changes their hearts, 
not in general unto himſelf, but to this particular 
of reſpe to his people; And this way in general 


- doth God eyery day prevent the bringing -torth of 


a world of fin. Heſharpens arrows of conviction 
upon the ſpirits of men, as to the particular rhar 


' they are engaged in. Their hearts are not 


changed as to fin, but their 922xds are altered as to 
this or that fin. They break, it may be,the veſſel 
they had faſhioned, and go to work upon ſome 
other. Now that we may a little ſee into the waies 
whereby God doth accompliſh. this work , we 
muſt premiſe the enſuing conſiderations. =_ 
Firſt, That. the general medium wherein! the 
matter of reſtraining grace doth conſiſt, whereby 
God thus prevents the bringing forth of ſin, doth 
lie in certain Arguments and Reaſonings, preſented 
ro the mind of the finner,whereby he 15 induced to 
deſert his purpoſe, ro change and alter his mind; - 
as to the fin he had conceived. Reaſons againſt ic 
are preſented unto him, which prevail upon him 
to relinquiſh his delign, and give over his pur- 
poſe. This is the general way of the working 
of reſtraining grace, it is by arguments and rea- 
{onings riſing up againſt the. perpetration of cor- 
ceived fin. 
Secondly, That no Arguments or Reaſonings, 
as ſuch, materially confidered, areſufficient to ſtop 
or hinder any purpoſe of finning, or toicauſe con- 
ceived fin to prove abormuve; it the ſinner have! 
power and opportuaity ro bring it forit. Tl.ey 
3 ar - 
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are not in themſelves, and on their own account 
reſtraining grace;for if _y were,the Adminiftra- 
tion and Communication of grace, as grace, were 
left. unto every man who 1s ahle to give advice 
againſt ſin, Nothing is nor can be called grace, 
though common, and ſuch as may periſh, bur with 
reſpec unto its peculiar relation to God. God by 
the power of his Spirit making arguments and 
reaſons effeual and prevailing, turns that to be 

race, I mean of this kind, which in it ſelf, and in 
ts own nature was bare reaſun. And that efficacy 
of the Spiric, which the Lord puts forth in theſe 
perſwaſions and motives - is that which we call 
reſtraining grace. Theſe 9D. « being premiſed,we 
ſhall now conſider ſome of the Arguments which 
we find that he hath- made uſe of tothis end and 
purpoſe. 

Firft, God ſtops many men.in their waies upon 
the conception of fin, by an argument taken from 
the difficulty, if not impotlibility of doing that they 
aimat. They bave a mindunto it, but God ſets 
an hedge anda wall before them, that they ſhall 
zudge it to be fo hard and difficult to accompliſh 
what they intend, that it is better for them to ler 
ic alone and give over. Thus Herod would have 
put Joby Bapriſt.co death upon the firſt provoca- 
tion, but he feared the multitude, becauſe they ac- 
counted him as a Prophet, Matth. 14.5. He had 
conceived his murder, and was free for the execu- 
_ rionof it, God- raiſed this conſideration in his 
heart, If I kill him, che people will crumultuare, 
he hath agreat party amongſt them, and ſedirion 
will ariſe that may coſt me my life, or Kingdom, 
he 
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He feared, the multtude,and dut ft not execute the 
wickgdnels be bad concewed, . becauſe vt the'dif- 
ficwlty be fore-ſaw._ be ſhould be emangled withal. 
And God made the argument effeQtual for the 
ſeaſon z for otherwiſe we know that men will 
venture the utmoſt hazards for the ſattsfiRtion of 
their luſts ; a he alſo did afterwards, The Pha- 
riſces were in the very fame ftate and condition, 
Matth. 2.1. 26. they would fain have decried the 
Miniſtry of Jobr, but durſt not for fear of the 
people: and yer. 46. of the ſame Chapter, by ihe 
ſame argument were they deterred from k:l/ing our 
Saviokr, who hed highly provoked thim. by a Pa- 
rable, ſetting out gheir deſerved and ap | 
deſtrution, They durſt not do it for frar: of :4 
tumult araong the people, ſeeing they looked an 
him as a Prophet, Thus God over-awes the 
hearts of- innumerable perſons inthe wotld every» 
day, and cauſeth them to deſiſt from attempt: 
to bring forth the fins which chey had aamem, or 
Difficulties hey ſhall be ſure ro meer withal, yea, 
it is likely, if they ſhould attempt it, ir would 
prove impollible for them to accompliſh. We owe 
much of our quier1n this world, unto the efficacy 
Siven to this conſideration in the hearts of men 
by the Holy Ghoſt : Adulteries, rapins, murders, 
are obviated and ſtifled by it. Men would engage 
into them daily, but that they judge it impottible 
for them to fulfill what rhey aim at. 
Secondly, :God doth ir by an Argument taken 
ab incommods, from the inconveniencies,evils,and 
troubles that will befall men in che purſuit of fin, 
If they follow ir, this or that inconvenience will 
O 4 enſue, 
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eriſue-/; this trouble, this evil, remporal or eretnat, 
And this Argument, as managed by the Spirit of Il ih: 
God, is the grear- engine in his hand whereby be I ha 
caſts up-banks, and gives bounds to the luſts of IſÞ ke 
men,that they break-not out to the confulion'of al MW Lec 
that order and beauty which yet remains in the {MW w: 
works of his hands. Paul gives us the general im- of 
port of this argument, Rom.2.14.,15.For when the Ml a 
Gentiles which have not the Law, do- by nature the Ml 
things contained in the Law, theſe baving not the 
Law, are a Law wats themſekyes, which ſhew the 
work of the Law written in their bearts,their con- 
ſerence alfo bearing witneſs,and their thoughts the 
mean while accuſing,or elſe excyſing ane another. \f 
' men.inthe world may be-thought to be given 

up/ to purſue and fulfill all the ſins that their luſts 
can Conceive, it is thoſe that have not the Law, to 
e whom the written Law of God doth nor de- 
- nounce the evil that attends it, Butthough they 
have it not, ſaith the Apoſtle, they ſhew forth the 
work, of is, they do many things which it requir- 
eth, and forbear or abſtain from many things that 
it forbidderh, and ſo ſhew forth its work and effi- 
cacy. But whence 1s it that they ſodo ? Why 
their thoughts accuſe or excuſe them. lt is from the 
conſideration and arguings that they have within 
themſelves about fin; -. its conſequents, which 
prevail upon them to abſtain from many things 
that their hearts would carry them out unto, For 
Conſcierce 15a mans prejudging of himſelf, with 
xeſpet untothe future judgement of God. Thus 
{x was ſtaggered inhis purſuit of fin, when he 
4bled at Pauls preaching of righteouſmeſs and 
judge- 
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judgernent ro come, AF. 24. 25. So Fob tells us, 
that the conſideration of puniſhment from God, 
be Wl hath a ftrong influence on the minds of men to 
of WW keep them from fin, chap. 31.1, 2, 3. How the 
al WW Lord makes uſe of that confideration, even to- 
nc WW wards his own, when they have broken the cords 
n- WH of his lov} and caſt off the rule of his grace for 
be a ſeaſon, Thave before declared. 
ve Bi Thirdly, God doth this ſame work, by making 
Ye effectual an Argument, ab inutil:, from the unpro- 
7c i firablenefs of the thing that men are engaged in, 
By this were the Brethren of Joſeph ſtayed from 
ſlaying him, Gen.37.26;27. What profit i it, ſay 
they, :f we ſlay our Brother and conceal his blood ? 
We ſhal} ger nothing by it, it will bring inno ad- 
vantage or ſatisfaQtion unto us. And the heads of 
- this way of Gods obſtrufting conceived fin, or the 
ſprings of theſe kinds of Arguments, are ſu many 
and various, that it is impoſſible to inſiſt particu- 
larly upon them. There is nothing preſent, or to 
come, nothing belonging to this life, or another, 
nothing deſirable or undefirable, nothing good or 
evil, bur at one time or another, an Argumenr 
may be taken from it for the obſtructing of fin. 
Fourthly, God accompliſheth this work by 4r- 
gumentstaken ab honeſto, from what is good and 
honeſt, what is comely, praiſe-worthy, and ac- 
ceptable unto himſelf. This is the great road 
wherein he walks with the Saints under their rem- 
ptations,or in their conceptions of ſin. He reco- 
vers effeQually upon their minds a conſideration 
of all thoſe ſprings and motives to obedience , 
which are diſcovered and propoſed in the = 
pet, 
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+ himto ſhame ; of their gr:eving the holy Spirit, 
. whereby they are ſealed tothe day of redemption ; 
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ſpel, ſome at one time, ſome at another. He minds 
them of his own love, mercy, and kindnels ; his _ 
eternal Love, with the fruits of it, whereof them. ar” 
ſelves haye been made partakers. He minds them Jenn 
of the blood of his Son, his Croſs, ſufferings, tre- WW... 
mendous undertaking in the work of mediation, WW cx 
and the concernment of his Heart, Loyg, Honour, WW (>, 
Name, in their obedience. . Minds them of the h 
Love of the Spirit, with all his Confolations which WW :- 
they have been made partakers of, and priviledges WM ,, 
wherewich by him they have been entruſted. WW . 
Minds them of the Goſpel, the glory and beauty of 9 
ir as revealed unto their ſouls. Minds them of che BW 7 
excellency and comelineſs of Obedience, of their Ml , 
performance of that duty they owe to God, that Wl , 
peace, quietneſs, and ſerenity of mind that they WW 7x 
have enjoyed thercin, On the other ſide, he minds WI \ 
them of being a provocation by ſmmuntothe eyes of Ml , 
his glory, ſaying in their hearts, Do not that abc- 
minable thing which my ſoul hateth. Minds them 
of their wownding the Lord Chrift, and putting 


of their defiling his dwelling place. Minds them 
of the reproach, diſhonours, ſcandal which they 
bring on the Goſpel and the profetlion thereof. 
Minds them of the rerrours, darkneſs, wounds, 
want of peace, that they may bring upon their 
own ſouls. From theſe and the like conſiderations 
doth Gcd pur a ſtop to the progreſs of the Law 
of ſ1n inthe heart, that it ſhall not go on to bring 
forth the evil which it hathconcetved. I could 
give inſtances in Arguments of all theſe ſeveral 
kinds 
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kinds recorded in the Scripture, bnt it would be 
to0 long a work for us, who are now engaged in 
a deſign of another nature. But one or 1woex- 
amples may be mentioned. Joſeph reſiſts his firſt 
tempration on one of theſe accounts, Ger. 39. 9. 
How can I do this great wickeanef and fin againſt 
God ? The evil of finning againſt God, his God, 
that conſideration alone detains him from the leaft 
inclination to his temptaticn. It is ſo againſt God 
to whom TI owe all obedience,the God of my life, 
and of all my mercies, I will not doic. The Ar- 
gument wherewith Abigail prevailed on David, 
1 Sam.25-31. to with-hold him from ſe/f-revenge 
and murder, was of the ſame nature, and he ac- 
knowledgeth that it was from the Lord, ver. 32. 
I ſhall add no more, for all the Scripture motives 
which we have to duty, made effeRual by grace, 
are inſtances of this way of Gods procedure. 
Sometimes, I confeſs, God ſecretly works the 
hearts of men by his own finger, without the 
uſe and means of ſuch Arguments as thoſe inſiſted * 
on,to ſtop the ptogrels of fin. So he tells Abimelech, 
Gen. 20. 6. 1 have with-held thee from ſinning 
againſt me. Now this could not be done by any of 
the Arguments which we have inſiſted on, becauſe 
Abimelech knew not that the thing which he in- 
tended was fin , and therefore he pleads thar inthe 
sntegrity of hu heart and innocency of hu hands 
he did it, ver, 5. God turned about his will and 
thoughts, that he ſhould not accompliſh his inten- 
tion ; but by what waies or means is not revealed; 
Nor 1s. it * evident what courſe he took in the 


ciange of Eſaus heart, when he came out againſt 
his 


- 
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his Brother to deſtroy him, Gey. 33. 4. whether 
he ſtirr'd up in him afreſh ſpring of natural af. 1 

fe&tions, or cauſed him to conſider what grief by ll © 
this means he ſhould bring to his aged Father, his 
who loved him ſortenderly ; or' whether being 
now grown great and wealthy, he more and more 
deſpiſed the matter of difference hetween him and 
his Brother, and ſo utterly lighted it, it is not A 
known. It may be God did it by an immediate 
powerful a& of his Spirit upon his heart, withour 
the actual intervening of any of theſe or the like WM + 
conliderations, Now though the things mentioned 


are in themſelves at other times feeble and weak, a 
yet when they are managed by the Spirit of God 


to ſuch an end and purpoſe, they certainly become 
effeFual, and are the matter -of his preventing 
YACe. . 

Secondly, God prevents the bringing forth of 
conceived {in by real ſpiritual ſaving grace, & that 
either in the firſt converſion of ſinners, or in the 
following ſupplies of ir. This is one part of the 
fayſterie of his grace and love, He meets men 
ſometimes in their higheſt reſolutions for fin, with 
the higheſt efficacy of his grace, Hereby he ma- 
nifeſts the power of his own grace, and gives the 
ſoul a farther experience of the Law of ſin, when 
it takes ſuch a fare-well of it, as to be changed 
in the midſt of its r:ſolutions to ſerve the luſts 
thereof, By this he melts down the luſts of men, 
 cauſzththemro wither at the root, that they ſhall 
no more ſtrive to brins forth wha: they have 
conceived, but be filled with ſhame and ſorrow ur 
their-conception. An example and iaftance of r. 15 
_ proceeding 
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praceeding of 'God,for the uſe and inftrufion of 
all generations we have in Paul, His heart was 
full of wickedneſs, blaſphemy, and perſecution ; 
his conception of them was come unto rage and 
madneſs, '\and a full purpoſe of exerciſing them all 
to the utmoſt , ſo the ſtory relates it, As g. fo 
himſelf declares the ftate to have been with him, 
Afts 26, 9, 10, 11, 12. 1 Tim. 1. 13. Inthe- 
mid of all this violent purſuit of fin,a voice from 
heaven ſhuts up the womb, and dries the breaſts 
of it, and he cries, Lord, what wg/t thou have me to 
do? Acts 9. 6. The ſame perſon ſeems to inti- 
mate, that this is the way of Gods procedure 
with others, even to meet them with his conwert- 
ing grace inthe height of their fin and folly, 1 Tm. 
1.16, For he himſelf,he ſaies,was a pattern of Gods 
dealing with others , as he dealt with him, ſo alſo 
- WJ would he do with ſome ſuch like linners. For this 
 H cauſe I obtained mercy,that in me firſt Feſus Chriſt 
I might ſhew forth all long-ſuffering, as a pattern ro 
them which ſhould hereafter believe on hum to life 
everlaſting. And 'we have nota few examples 
of it in our own daies. Sundry perſons on ſer pur- 
poſe going to this or that place, to deride and 
ſcoff at the diſpenſation of the Word, have been 
met withal in the very place wherein they de- 
figned rq ſervetheir lufts and Satan, and have been 
caſt down at the foot of God. This way of Gods 
dealing with finners is at large fer forth, Job 33. 
15,16,17,18. Dionyſus the Areopagite 15 another 
inſtance of rhis work of Gods grace and love. Paxl 
1s dragged either by him,or before him,to plead for 
his life,as a ſetter forth of /trange gods, which at 
Athens 


fi 


| 
is 
(| 
[| 


Oh PU. 4 4A ab et ets 


216 Obſtruttions given to concerved Sin, 


Athens was death by the Law, In the midſt g 
this frame of ſpirit God meets wich him by co 

werting grace, {in withers m the womb, and h; 
cleaves to Paul and his doctrine, As 17 18--3 

The hike diſpenſation towards {{rae! we have, Ho 
11.7, $, 9, 10. Butihere is no need to inſiſt « 
more inſtances of this obſervation. God is pleaſe 
to leave no Generation unconyinctd of this truth, 
if they do but attend to their own experience 
and the examples of this work of lis merg 
amongſt them, Every day, one or orher, is take 
in the fulneſs of the purpoſe of his heart wo go 
in fin, in this-or that fin, and is opt in his courk 

the power of Converting grace. 

Secondly, God doth it by che fame grace in the 
renewed communications of it, that is, by ſpecial 
alifng grace. This is the common way of hi 

ing wich Belzevers in this caſe. That they al( 
through the deceitfulneſs of ſin, may be carrycl 
on to the conceiving of this or that ſin, 'was be- 
fore declared, God puts a topto their progreſs, 
or rather to the prevalency of the Law of fin in 
them, and that by giving in vato them ſpecial 
afliſtances needful for their preſervation and deli- 
verance. As Devid ſaics af himſelf, Pſa,73.2: Hu 
feet were almoſt gone, his fteps bad well nigh ſlip , 
he yas at the very brink of unbelieving,deſpairing 
thoughts, and concluſions about Gods provi- 
dence in the government of the world ; from 
whence he was recovered, as he afterwards de- 
clares. Sois it with many a Believer, he is often- 
rimes at the very brink, at the very door. of ſome 
folly or iniquity, when God puts in by the effi- 
Cacy 
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eacy of aftually aſſiſting grace, and recovers them 
to an obediencial frame of heart again, And this is a- 
peculiar work of Chrift, wherein he manifeſts and 
exerts his faithfulneſs rowards his own. Heb.2. 18. 
He is able to ſutconr them that are tempted. It is not 
an abſolure power , bur a power cloathed with 
mercy, that is intended. Such a power as is put 
forth from a ſenſe of the ſuffering of poor Be- 
lievers-under their: temptations. And how doth 
he exerciſe this merciful ability towards us ? chap. 
4-16. He givesforth, and we find in him Grace 
to help ina time of need , ſeafonable help and a(- 
Gftance for our deliverance,whenwe are ready to 
be over-powered by fin and temptation. When 
teſt hath conceived, and is ready to bring forth, 
when the ſoul lies at the brink of ſome iniquity , 
hegivesin ſeaſonable help, relief, deliverance,and 
fafery. Here hes a great part of the care and faith- 
fulneſs of Chrift cowards his poor Saints : he will 
not" ſuffer them tro be worried with the power 
of fin, nor to be carried out unto waies that ſhall 
diſhonour the Goſpel, or fill chem with ſhame and 
reproach,and ſorender them uſeleſs in the world ; 
bur be fteps in-with-che ſaving relief and aſitance 
of tus grace, ftops the courſe'of fin, and makes 
them: 21 himſelf more than conquerors. And this af- 
fiftance ties under the Promiſe, x Cor.10.13. There 
hath no temptation taken youbut ſuch as is common 
to man but God us faithful who will not ſuffer youto 
be tempted above that you are able,but will with the 
rempration alſo make « way to eſcape, that you may 
be able to bear it. Tempration (hail try us, its 


for our good ; many holy ends doth che Lord 
compa. 


$ 
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compaſs and bring about by it. But when we are. 

tried to the urmoſt of our ability, {othar one af. 

ſaulc more would over-bear us, /a way of eſcape is 
provided. And asthis may be doneſeveral waies, 

25 I have elſe-where declared, +fo this we are now 

upon is one of the moſt eminent, .namely by ſ«p- 

plies of grace, to enable the ſoul to bear up, refit, 

and conquers And when once: God begins "to. 
deal in this way. of love witha fbul,. he will not 
ceale ro add one ſupply after: another, until the 
whole work of his grace and faithfulneſs be ac- 
compliſhed. An example hereof we. have, 1ſa.7. 

17; 18. poor ſinners there are io far captivared 
tothe power of their, luſts that thefirſt and ſecond 
dealings of God with them are not effeCtual for 
their delivery ; bur he will not give over, he is in 
the purſuit of a deſign cf love towards them,” and 
{o ceaſcth not untib they are recovered; Theſe are 
the general heads of the ſecond way whereby God 
hinders the bringing forth of conceiyed fin, name- 
ly. by working on the W:{ of the finner; | He doth 
K either by commen convedions,0r fpecial:grace,ſo 
that of their own accord they ſhalller go the pur- 
poſe anl will of finning, that they-are riſen up un- 
tosAnd this is no mean; way 'of -his providing for 
his own glory, and-the honour of bis Goſpel inthe 
world, whoſe -Profeflyrs would: ſtain the whole 
beauty of ic, were they left toxhemmſelves to bring 
forchall the evil thac is concezved in their hearts, 

. Beſides theſe general waies,there is one yet more 
' ſpecial, tharat once worketh both-upon the Power 
and W:1 of the finner , and this is the way. of 
aſftic;ons, concerning which one word habe 

| this 
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this diſcourſe. Affidtons, I ſay, work by both 
. theſe ways, in reterence unto conce:ved ſin. They 
work providentially on the power of the creature. 
When a man hath conceived a fin, and is in full 
purpoſe of the purſuit of it, God oftentimes ſends 
a ſickneſs and abates his ſtrengih;or a /oſs cuts him 
ſhorr in his plenty, and ſo takes him off from rhe 
purſuit of his luſts, though it may be his heart 1s 
not weaned from them, His power is weakned, 
and he cannot do the evil he would. Inthis ſenſe 
it belongs to the firſt way of Gods obviating the 
mr or of fin, Gtear affii##;ons work ſfome- 
times,not from their own nature immediately and 
direQly, but from the gracious purpoſe and. in- 
tendment of him that ſends them. He 4nſinuates 
into the diſpenſation of them that of grace and 
power,of love and kindneſs, which ſhall effe&ually 
take off the heart and mind fre m fin;Pſal. 119. 67; 
Before I was afflifted I went aſtray,but now have 1 
leafWed thy commandments. Andin this way, be- 
cauſe of the predominancy of renewing and aifi- 
ſting grace,they belong unto the latter means of 
preventing fin, 

And theſe are ſome of the ways, whereby it 
pleaſeth God to put a ſtop to the progreſs of ſon, 
both in Believers and Unbelievers, which -at pre- 
ſent we ſhall inſtance in, and if we wobld endea- 
vour farther to ſearch out his ways unto per- 
fetion, yet we muſt ſtill conclude thar it is bur a 
latle portion which we know of him. 
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CH A ÞP. XIV. 


The Power of Sin farther demonſtrated by 


the Effetts it hath had in the Lives of 


Prof orgs: Firſt in attual fins, Secondly 
17 abit##l Declenſions . 


\ E are now to proceed unto other Evi- 

dences of that ſad truch which we are in 
the demonſtration of, But the main of our work 
being paſt through, I ſhall be more brief in 
che management of the Arguments that do re- 


- That then which in the next place may be 
fixed upon, is the demonſtration which this Law 
of fin hath in all Ages given of its power and 
efficacy, by the woful fruits that it hath bufwght 
forth, even in Believers themſelves. Now theſe 
are of two ſorts. Firſt, the great aitual eruptions 
of ſin in their Lives. Secondly, Their habitual 
declenſwons from the frames, ſtate and condition of 
Obedience and Communion with God, which 
they had obtained, both which by the Rule of 
7ames beiore unfolded, areto be laid to the ac- 
count of this Law of fin, and belong unto the 
fourth head of its progreſs, and are both of them 
convincing-evidences of its power and efficacy. 
Firſt, Conſider the fearful Eruprions of actual 
fins that have beer+ in the Lives of Believers, and 
we ſhall find our Pofition eyidenced. Should I 
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go through at large with chis Conſidetarion, I - 
muſt recount all the ſad and fcandalous failings of 
the Saints that are. lefr on record.in the holy Scrip- 
ture, But the particulats of them are known to 
all ; ſo that I ſhall not need to mention them, nor 
the many aggravations that in their circumſtances 
they are attended with : Only ſome few things 
rending tothe rendring of our preſent confide- 
ration of them uſeful, may he remarked. As, 
Firſt, They are moſt ofthem in the Lives of 
men that were not of the loweſt form or ordinary 
ſort of Believers, but of men that had a peculiar 
eminency in then on rhe account of their walking 
with God in their Generation: Such were Noah, 
Lot, David, Hezekiah, and others. They were 
not men of an ordinary fize, but higher than their 
Brethren by the (ſhoulders and+ upwards in Pro- 
feſſion, yea in real Holineſs. And ſurely that 
muſt needs be of a mighty - efficacy that could hur- 
ry ſuch Gzants in the wayes of God into ſuth 
abominable fins as they fell into. An ordinary 
Engine could never have turned them our of the . 
courſe of their obedience; It was a poyſon that 
no Atblerick.conftitution of ſpiritual health, no 
Antidote could withſtand; | 
. Secondly, And theſe very riierf,. fell not into 
their great fins at the beginning of their profeſſe- 
o2,when they had had bur little experience of the 
goodneſs of God, of the ſweetneſs and pleaſani- 
neſs of Obedience, of the power and crafc of fin, 


bf its impulſions, ſolicitations and ſurprizals, -but 
after a long courſe of walking with God,and ac- 


quaintance with alt theſe things; together wit 
P2 inmamerab's 
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Innumerable motives unto watchfulneſ. Noah ae- 
' . cording tothe lives of men. in thoſe dayes of the 
World, had walked uprightly with God ſome 

hundreds of years before he was fo furpriſed as bel 
was,Gen.9.Righteous Lot ſeerns to have been ta W* 
wards the end of his days, ere he defiled himſelf 
with the abominarions recorded. David in a ſhon '®? 

Life,had as much experience of Grace and. Sin, |" 
and as much cloſe ſpiritual Communion with Got 
as ever had any of the Sons of men, before he was 
caſt to the ground by this Law of fin. So was it 
with Hezekzah in his degree, which was none of 
the meaneſt, Now to ſer 'upon fuch perſons, fo 
well acquainted with its power 'and deceit, 6 
armed and provided againſt it, that had been con- 
.querours over it for ſo many years, and to pre- 
. vail againſt chemi argues. a power and efficacy” 
t00 97g ty for every thing- bur the ſpirit of the Inc 
Almighty to withſtand. Who can lookto have a" 
greater ſtock of Inherent Grace than thoſe men}*** 
had ; to haye more experience of God, and the W*® 
excellency of his wayes, the ſweetneſs of his love, i" 
and of communion with him than they had ; whoW$** 
hath eicher better furniture ro oppoſe fin with- bus 
al, or more obligation ſo to do, than they ? and ſuc 
yet we {ce how fearfully they were prevailed'*' 
againſt, ha 
Thitdly, Asif God had permitted their Falk ty 
on ſer purpoſe, that we might learn ro be wary}'** 
cf 'h.is powerful enemy. they all of them fell out ih 
when they bad zewly received great &-ſtupendiou ut 
me ces from the hand of God, that ought ro have 
been ſtrong Obligations unto diligence and wack 
| | fulneis 
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{neſs in cloſe obedience. Noah: was buti newly: 
oade forth of that world of waters wheremhe ſaw 
he ungodly world periſhing for: theiadins, and' 
reſerved by that- aftonifliables Miracle 
rhich all Ages muſt admire : Whilefbthe Worlds 
leſolation,was an hourly remembrancer unto him 
{his range preſervation by the: mmediate- care 
and hand of God,he falls into Drankenneſs. Lot 


had newly ſeen'that which every.one thar thinks 


"! cannot but tremble. He ſaw, as one ſpeaks, 
Hell coming out'of Heaven upon { undean finners, 
he greateſt evidence, except the Croſs of. Chriſt; 
bat God ever pave in his Providence of the 
udgment to come. He ſaw himſelf -and Children 
delivered by the ſpecial care and | miraculous hand 
of God ; and yet whileft theſe ftrange mercies 
were freſh upon him, he fellinto- Draunkenneſs. and 
Inceſt. David was delivered out ofalbtnsaroubles 
and had the necks:of his Enemies givexetvirh round 
about, and he makes uſe of his Peace from 2 
world of tryals and troubles to contirive' Murder 
and Aduttery.\mmediately,it was;after Hezekzabs 
great and miraculos deliverance thar he falls into 
his 'car:al pride and boaſting.” I ſay, their falls in 
ſuch ſeaſons,ſeem to be permitted on fer purpoſe, 
toinftruct us all in the; Trurh that we Have in 
hand , fo that no perſons, in noſeaſons, with-whet 
furnicure of Grace ſocver, can promiſe themſelves 
ſ{curiry from its 'prevalency, any other wayes, 
than by keeping cloſe conſtantly ro him,who hath 
ſupplies to give out that are above- its reach and 
ethcacy. Methinks this ſhould make us look 
about us. Ave we better than Noah, who had that 
| T3 teſtimony 


224 Power of Sin diſcovering it ſelf 
reſtimony from: God,that he was a perfel# max 5 


bis Ge ongavd walked with God? Are we bet 
ter- or” 


with the exſl:dteds of ungodly men;and js there 


of commenid&bbby the Holy: Gho& 2Arec wwe more 
holy, wilcy and' waichiul thani Duned, who of 


rained this teſtimony, that he wag & mar aft 
Gods own bejert 7 Or better thah” Hezeksab, whi 
appealed-ro God himſelf, that he had ſerved hi 
uprightly with 2 perfect heart? and yet whi 
prevalency this Law;of-fin wrought in and ove 


them, we ſee., And. there. is. no- end of-the lik: 


examples, they-are all ſer up as Paoys to dilcove 
unto us the Sands, the Shelves,the. Rocks, whet: 
upon they made their ſhipwrack;to their hazarc 


danger, toſs, yea'and would have done to thei 


ruine, had not God beenpleaſedin his faith 
graciouſlyto'prevent it, And this is the firſt p 
of __ —_— of the pbwer of fin, from its c 
es. 
F Secondly =+ mnquikeltes its power in the habitua 
declenſivns trim zeal & holineſs, from the frame 
ſtate and rdndition of Obedience:and Communic 
with God; whereunro they had attained, whic 
ate found i in maniy Believers, | Promiſes of grow! 
and. improvement are many,' and precious ; t! 
Meas excellent and eftectual ; the benefits gre 
and unſpeakable : Yer ir often falls out, that ir 
ftead hereof, decays and - declenſions are foun 
upon Profefſors, yea in-and upon 'many of t 
Saints of God. Now whereas this muſt ne 
principally and chiefly be frem' the: ſtrength : 
ny of —_— ——_ is Roay fe 
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evidence thereof; I ſhall firſt evince the Qbſexva- 
tion it ſelf to be true ; namely, That ſome of the 
Saints themſelyes do oftentimes To decline from 
that | rhe & pimrovement in faith, grace, & ho- 
lineſs which might'joftly be'expeRed from them ; 
and then ſhew chat the cauſe of this evil -liesin 
that, that we ate treating of. And that it is che 
cauſe of total Apoſtaſie in nnſupd Profeffors, (tall 
be afrer declared. But this 1s a greater, work 
which we have in hand. The prevailing upon 
true Believers unto a finful declenfion & Lars 
Apoſtaſie, requires a putting forth of more ttrength 
and efficacy , than the prevailing upon #njoupd 
Profeſſors unto toral Apoſtaſie. As. the wind which 
will blow down a dead tree that hath no root; to 
the ground, will ſcarcely (hake or bow a. living 
well-rooted tree, But this it will do. There 1s men- 
tion made in the Scripture _of the, Firſt wayes of 
David,and they are commended above hi lacer, 
2 {brons 174 3» The laſt wayes even of David 
were tainted with the- power of 1n-dwellzng .S:2. 
Though we have mention .only of the aQual 
eruption of {in, yet that uncleanneſs,. arid. pride 
which was working in him in his Numbring of 
the People ; were certainly rooted ina. declenſior 
from his firſt frame. Thole ruſhes did not. grow 
without mire. David would not have dane ſo in 
his Younger days, when he followed Godin the 
wilderneſs of temptations and rryals,full of ; fauh, 
love, humility, brokenneſs of heart, zeal, . tender 
affeQion unto all the Ordinances of God, all 
which were eminent in him, Bur his ſtrength is 
umpaired by the efficacy and deceitfulneſ, of " ; 
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his Logks cut, and he becomesa prey i9.vile Luſts 
2" Tefnpratiohs. We have a notable Inftance 
If noſt "of the Churches that. our Saviour awa- 
ya the conſideration of their condition,inthe 
Revd ions : We may ſingle. .out 'one. of chem - 
good thing $ there were. in the Church of 
Ep; Cen: I 2,3, for which 'it is greatly 
aca ty its charged with a decay, 
q declenſion, a gradual. falling off and Apoſtalie, 
vers 4,5. Thou haſt Þfe thy fir Love, remember 
therefore whence thiu art #8 n, and do thy firſt 
works, There was a decay both ' Toward in the 
_ ofheatrr,as tofairh and love, and outward as 
vbetierice an! works, in compariſon of what 
hey! Thad formerly.b by by the teſtimony ofChriſt him- 
The farhe aff5 might be ſhewed concerning 
pe = of thaſe C erche:nly one or two of them 
d.. Fir of them are charged with decays 
26d eclenfions. Hence "there 'is mention in the 
Scripture of the *X indneſs of Y auth; 6f the Love 
of E poaſals, 'with "teat commendation, Fer, 2. 
- 3-of gor ff Faith, r L Tim. 5. 12,0fthe begip- 
ning of our confidehct, Heb.z.14. And cautions are 
'piven, that ye loſe” Hot the things that we have 
WFOu7 <1 2 Fobr' 8. Bur what need 'we look 
back by wrch for Tnſtapces to confirm the truth 
of this rva tron ? Att habitual declenſion from 
firt Hhigemins, unto Gd, from firſt Attain- 
- mefits/of Communion with God. from firſt ſtrict- 
- neſs in'Duties of Obedience,is ordiniiry and com- 
mon amongſt Profefors; Might wi eto this pur- 
poſt rake 2 gener:! view oft * Prot efNors in theſe 
Nations, among whom the Lot of the b:{fNtof - 
wil 
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will he found in part or in whole, in ſomewhat * 


or in all, to fall, we might be plentifully con- 
vinced of the truth of this Obſervation. Is their 
Zeal for God as warm, living, vigorous, effeual, 
ſolicitous,as it was in their firſt giving themſelves 
unto God? Or rather, is there nota common, 
ſlight,ſelfiſh frame of ſpirit in the room of it come 
upon moſt Profeſſors ? iniquity hath abounded, 
and their love hath waxed cold. Was it not 
of old a burthen to their ſpirits to hear the Name, 
and wayes, and Worſhip of God blaſphemed 
and profaned ? could they not have ſaid with the 
Pſalmiſt, P/. 1194136. Rivers of water run down 
our eyes becauſe men keep not thy Law ? Were not 
their ſouls ſolicitous about the Intereſt of Chriſt 


in the World, like El:'s about the Ark? Did they 


not contend earneſtly for the Truth once delivered 
to the Saints, and every parcel of ir > eſpecially 


\ wherein the grace of God, and the glory of the 
' Goſpel was eſpecially concerned : Did they nor 
' bour to judge and condemn the World by an 
' holy and ſeparate converſation ?- And do now the 


generality of Profeſſors abide in this frame ? have 
they grown, and made improvement in it ? or Is 
there not a coldneſs and indifferency grown upon 


the ſpirits of many in this thing 2 Yea, do not 


many deſpiſe all theſe things, and look upon their 
own former Zeal,as folly > May we not ſee many 
who have fermerly been of efteem in ways of 
Profeſlion, become daily a ſcorn and reproach 
through their miſcarriages, and that juſtly,to the 
men of the World? Is it not with them as it 
was of old with theDaughters of $:oz,( 1/a-3 hy 
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* when God judged them for their fins and wan- 
ronneſs ? Hath not the World, and ſelf utterly 
ruined their Profeſſion ? and are they nor regard- 
leſs of the things wherein they have formerly de- 
clared a fingular concernment ? Yea,are not foe 
come partly on one pretenſe, partly on another , 
roal open exmity unto, and hatred ofthe wayes 
of God ? they pleaſe themno more, but are evil 
in their eyes. Bur not to mention ſuch oper Apo- 
fatesany farther, whoſe Hypocrifie the Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt will ii.orcly judge ; how 1sit with the 
beſt 2 are.not almoſt all men grown cold and ſlack 
as to theſe things ? are they not leſs concerned: in 
them than formerly ? are they not grown weary, 
ſelfiſh in their Religion,and fo rhings be indiff. 
rent well it home,ſcarce care how thy go abroad 
inthe world ?: At leaſt do they not prefer their 
eaſe, credir, ſafery,ſecular advantages before theſe 
things ? A frame that Chriſt abhors,anddeclares, 
that thoſe in whom it prevails are none of his : 
Some indeed ſeem to retain a zeal forTruth, 
but wherein they make the faireſt appzarance, 
therein will they be found to be moſt atominzble: 
They cry out againſt Errors, not for Truth, bur 
for Parties and Intereſts ſake, Ler a man be on 
their Party, and promote their Intereſt, be he 
never fo corrapt in his Judgment,he is embra ced, 
and it may be admired. This is not zeal for God, 
but "for a mans ſelf. It is not che Zeal of thine 
Houſe bath eaten me up, but, Maſter, forbid them 
becauſe they follow not with ws. Better it were 
doubtleſs for men never to pretend unto any Zeal 
at all, than to ſubftiture ſuch warthful ſelfiſhneſs 
in the room of it, ' _ *. Secondly, 
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- Secondly, Is mens delight in the Ordinances 
8 Worthip of God the fame as in former days? 
Do they find the ſame ſweetneſs and rel; in them 
as they have done of old ? How precious hath the 
Word been to them formerly > What joy and de- 
light have-they had in attendance thereon > How 
would they have run and gone to have been made 
partakers of it, where it was diſpenced in its power 
and purity, in the evidence and demonſtration of 
the Spirit ? Did they nut call the Sabbath their 
delighr, and was not the approach ofit a real joy 
untotheir Souls? Did they not long after che 
converſe and communion of Saints > and could 
they not undergo manifold perils for the attain- 
ment of ir > And doth this frame ſtill abide upon 
them ? are there not decays and declenfions to 
be found amongſt them? May it not be ſaid , 
Gray hairs are bere and there upon them, and they 
pereerve it not? Yea,are not men ready to ſay with 
them of old, What a wearineſs is it ? Mal. 1.3. 
Ir is even a burthen and a wearineſs to be tied up 
to the obſervation of all theſe Ordinances. Wha 
need we beall out ſo ftrit in the obſervation of 
the Sabbath ? What need we hear ſo often ? What 
need this diſtinQion in hearing ? Inſenſibly a great 
diſreſpect, yea, even a contempt of the pleaſant 
and excellent ways of Chriſt and his Goſpel, is 
fallen upon many Profeſſors. 

Thirdly, May not the ſame conviRtion be far. 
ther carried on, by an enquiry into the «univerſal 
conr ſe of obedience,and the performance of duties 
that men have been engaged in. 1s there the ſame 
eonſcientions tenderneſvof ſinning abiding in many 
as 
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as was in dayes of old ? the ſame exa& perfor- 
mance of private duties ? The ſame love to the 
brethren ? the ſame readineſs for the Croſs ? the 
ſame humility of mind and ſpirit ? the ſame ſelf. 
denial 2 The ſteam of mens luſts, wherewith the 
air is tainted, will not ſuffer us ſo to lay. 

We need then go no farther than this wretched 
Generation wherein we live, to eyince the truth 
of the obſervation laid down, as the foundation of 
the inſtance inſifted on , the Lord give repentance 
before ir be too late, 

Now all theſe declenſions, all theſe decays that 
are found in ſome Proteſſors,they all proceed from 
this root-and cauſe, they are ail the product of 
Inawelling fin,and all evince the exceeding power 
and efficacy of ir... For the proof whereof 1, ſhall 
not need to go farther than the general rule which 
out of James we have already con{idered ; namely 
that /z/# or indwelling fin, is the cauſe of all attual 
fin, and all habitual declenſions ia Believers. This 
is that which the Apoſtle intends 1n. that place to 
teach and declare., I ſhall therefore handle theſe 
two things,and ſhew, Firſt, Thar this doth evince 
a grea efficacy and power 1n fin, Secondly, De- 
clare the ways and means whereby ir. brings forth 
or brings abqut chis curſed effec ; all.in deſign of 
our general end, incailing upon. and cautioning 
Believers to avoid 1t,to oppoſe it, 

Fir, 1c appears to be a work of great power 
and efficay,from the proviſion that.is made againſt 
icwhich i prevails over, There is in the, Cove- 
nant of grace plentiful proviſion - made, not only 
for the preventing of declenſons and decays in Be- 
lievers, 
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lievers, but alſo for their continual carrying on 
towards perfe&ion, ' As, | 

Firſt, The Word it felf,and all the Ordinances 
of the Goſpel, are appointed and given unto us 
for this end, Eph. 4.11,12, 13, 14, 15» That 
which is the end of giving Goſpel Officers to the 
Church is the end alſo of giving all the Ord:- 
nances to be adminiftred by them, For the y are 
given for the work of the miniſtry, that is, for the 
adminiſtration of the Ordinances of the Goſpe{, 
[Now what is, or what are theſe ends? They are 
all for the preventing of decays and declenſions jn 
the Saints, all for the carrying them on tO Per- 
tection , ſo it is ſaid,ver.12.1n general it is for the 
perfecting of the Saints, carrying on the work 
of grace in them, and the work of holineſs and 
obedience by them, or for the edifying of the body 
of Chrft,their building up in an-encreale of faith 
and love,even of every true member of the myſti- 
cal body, But how far are they appointed thus 
to carry them on, thus to build them up > Hath 
it bounds fixed to irs work ? doth it carry thenr- 
ſo far, and then leave them ? No, faith the Apo- 
ſtle,verſe 13.Thediſpenſation of the Word of the 
Goſpel, and the Ordinances thereof, is deſigned 
for our help,aſliſtance, and furtherance, until the 
whole work of faith and obedience is conſum- 
mate. It 1s appointed to perfefF and compleat that 
faith, knowledge,and growth in grace and holi- 
neſs, which is allotted unto us in this world. But 
what and if oppofitions and temptations do lie in . 
the way, Saran and his inſtruments working 
with great ſubmlty and deceir > Why —_— 
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theſe Ordinances are deſigned for our ſafe-guard- 
ing and deliverance from all their. attempts and 
aſſaults, that ſo being pteſeryed inthe uſe of them, 
or ſpeaksiig the truth in love, we may grow up unto 
him in all things who « the head,even Chriſt Feſus, 
This is in general che uſe of all Goſpel Ordinances, 
the chief and man end for which they were given 
and appointed of God ; namely to preſerve Be- 
lievers fron all decays of faith and obedience, and 
to carry them on ſtill towards perfett;on. Theſe are 
meaus which God, the good Hubandman, makes 
ule of, to cauſe the Y:ine tothrive and bring forth 
fruit. And Icould alſo manifeſt the ſame to be the 
eſpecial end of them diſtintly, Briefly, the Word 
is milk and ſtrong meat, for the nouriſhing and 
ſtrengthning of all ſorts, and all degrees of Be- 
lievers, Ir hath both ſeed and water in ir, and 
manuting with it, to make them fruitful, The 
Ordinance of the Swpper is appointed on purpoſe 
for the ſtrengthning of our faith in the remem- 
brance of the death of the Lord,and the exerciſe of 
love one towards another, The communion of 
Saints is for the ediſying each other in faith, love, 
and obedience. | | | 
Secondly, There is that which adds weight to 
this conſideration. God fuffers us not to be #n- 
m;nadful of this aſliftance be hath afforded us, but 
ts continually calling xpon 44 to make uſe of the 
means oppointed for the attaining of che end pro- 
poſed. . He ſhews them unto us, as the Angel 
ſhewed the water-ſpring to Hagar: Commands, 
Exhortations, Promiſes, Threatnings, are multi- 
plied to this purpoſe ; ſee them ſoarmed up, 
| | Heb: 
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Heb.2;1.He is continually ſaying tous, Why will 
you die? why will you wither and decay ? Come 
to the Paſtures provided for you, and your ſouls 
ſhall live. If we ſee a Lamb run from the fold into 
the Wilderneſs, we wonder not if it be torn and 
rent of wild beafts : Ifwe ſee a Sheep leaving its 
green Paſtures and water-courſes, to abide in dry 
barren Heaths, we count it no marvel,nor enquire 
farther, if we ſee him lean and ready to periſh. 
But if we find Lambs wounded in the fold, we 
wonder at the boldneſs and rage of the beaſts 
of prey, that durſt {er upon them there. If we ice 
Sheep pining in fol paſtures, we judge them to be 
diſeaſed and uniound. Ir is indeed no marvel that 
poor creatures,who forſake their own mercies,and 
run away from the paſture and fold of Chriſt in 
his Ordinances, are rent and torn with divers 
luſts, and do pine away with hunger and famine, 
But to ſee men living under, and enjoying all the 
means of ſpiritual :hriving,yet to decay,not to be 
far and flouriſhing, but rather daily to pine and 
wither, this argues ſome ſecret powerful diftem- 
per, whoſe poiſonous and noxious qualities hin- 
der the vertue and efficacy of the means they en- 
joy. This is /ndwelling -ſin.S0 wonderfully power- 
ful, ſo effeRually clin It 1s, that ir.can bri 
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leanneſs on the fouls of men in the midſt of a 
precious means of growth and flouriſhing. It may 
well make us tremble to ſee men living under, and 
in the uſe of the means of the Goſpel, preaching, 
praying, adminiſtration of Sacrameats, and yer 
grow colder every day than other in 722! tor 
God, more felfilh avs 


worldly, even habitually, 
\ to 
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to decline as to the degrees of holineſs'which they 

had attained unto: | 
Thirdly, Together with: the diſpenſation of 
the outward means Of ſpiritual growth or im- 
provement, there are alſo ſupplies of grace con- 
tinually afforded the Saizrs from their Head, 
Chriſt Jeſus. He is theHead of all the Saints. And 
he is a living Head, and fo a living Head, as that 
he tells us,that becauſe he liveth, we ſhall live alſo, 
Foh.14. 19. He communicates of jþ:ritual life to 
all that are his, In him'is the fountain of our life, 
which is therefore ſaid to be hid with him in God, 
Col. 3. 3» And this life he gives utito his Saints, 
by quickning of them by his Spirit, Rom. g. 11, 
And he continues it unto them, by the ſupplies 
of living grace which he communicates unto them. 
From thele two,his quickning of us, and continu- 
ally giving out ſupplies of boſs cnco 242, he 15 fad ro 
livein us, Gal.2. 20. 1 live, yet not I, but Chriſt 
liveth in me,The ſpiritual life which I have is not 
mine own, not from my felf was it educed, not 
by my ſelf is it maintained, bur ir is meerly and 
\ ſolely the work of Chriſt ; ſo that ut is not / that 
live, but he 1ives in me, the whole of my life 
being from him alone, Neither doth this 1:ving 
bead communicate only a bare life unto believers, 
that they ſhould meerly /;ive & no more a poor, 
weak,dying lite,as it were,but he grves out ſuffici- 
ently to afford them a ſtrons; vigorous, thriving, 
flouriſhing life, Fob, 16. 10.He comes nor only thar 
his ſheep may have life,bur'that they may have it 
morg abundantly ; that is, in a plentiful manner, 
is asthat they may flouriſh, be fat and —_ 
Thus 
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Thus is it_ with the whole body of Chriſt and 
every member thereof, Eph. 4.15,16. Whereby if 
ow ip into him in all things which is the Head, 
even.Chriſt , from whom the whole body fitly joyned 
together, and compatted, by that which every joyns 
ſupplieth, according to the effettual worksng in the 
meaſure of every part, maketh increaſe of the body 
unto the edifying of it ſelf in love. The end of all 
communications of grace, and ſupplies of life from 
this living and bleſſed Head, is the increaſe of the 
whole body, and every member of it, and the edi- 
fying of it ſelf in love. His treaſures of grace are . 
unſearchable, his ſtores inexhauſtible. His /:fe, 
the fonutain of ours, full and eternal, his heart 
bounteous and large, his hand open and liberal ; 
ſo that there is no doubr bur that he communi- 
cates ſupplies of prace for their 'increiſe in holi- 
neſs abundantly unto all his Saints, Whence then is 
it that they do not all flouriſh and thrive accor- 
dingly? As you may fee it ofcentimes it a natu- 
ral body, fois it here. Though the'ſear and riſe of 
the blood and ſpirits in head and heart be excel- 
lently good and ſound, yer there may be a wither- 
ing member inthe body ; ſomewhar intercepts the 
intluences of life unto it, So that though the heart 
and head do perform their office, in giving of ſup- 
plies nolels to that, than they do ro any other 
m-mber, yet all the effe& produced, is meerly to 
keep it from attey periſhing ; it grows weak and 
decaies every day, The withering and decaying of 
any memter in Chriſts myſtical body, is nor for the 
want of h:'s communication of grace for an abzn- 
dan; life, bur from the powerful interception rhac 
FI 
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is made of the efficacy of it,by the interpoſition and 


oppoſition of In-dwellingSix. Hence it is that where 
Luſt grows ſtrong, a great deal of Grace will but 
keep the Soul alive, and not give it any eminency 
in fruirfulneſs at all. Oftentimes Chriſt gives very 
much Grace, where not many of its effects do ap- 
pear, It ſpends its ſtrength, and power,in with- 
ſtanding the continual aſſaults of violent corrupti- 
ons and luſts, ſo that it cannot put forth its pro- 
per vertue towards farther fruitfulneſs. As a wver- 
tuous Medicine, that is fit both to check vitious 
and noxious humours, and to comfort, refreſh 
and ſtrengthen Nature, if the evil humour be 
ſtrong and greatly prevailing, ſpends its whole 
ſtrength and vertue in the {ubduing and correct- 
ing of it, contributing much leſs to the relief of 
Nature than otherwiſe it would do, if it met not 
with ſuch oppoſitions : So 15 it with the eye-ſalve, 
and the healing grace which we have abundantly 
from the wings of the Sun of Righteouſne(. It 1s 
forced oftentimes, to put forth its verrue to oppoſe 
and contend againſt, and in any meaſure ſubdue 
prevailing luſts and corruptions : - That the Soul 
receiveth not that ſfrengchening unto duties and 
fruitfulneſs which otherwiſe it might receive by 
It, is from hence. How ſound, healthy, and 
flouriſhing, how fruitful and exemplary in holi- 
neſs, might many a ſoul be, by and with thar 
grace which is continually communicated to it 
from Chriſt, which now by reaſon of the power 
of in-dwelling fin is only nor dead . but weak, 
_ withering anduſeleſs. And this, if any thing; 1s 
a notable evidence of the efficacy of :n-4we ling fin 
"Ba cQat 
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that it is able _—_— ſuchaſtop, and check'tu 
the mighty and effectual power of Grace, 16 that 
notwithſtanding the blefſed and- continual ſuþ- 
lies that we receive from our Head, yet many 
clievers do decline and decay,and that habirwally, 
as to what they had attained unto ; their /aft 
waies not anſwering their firf. This makes the 
Vineyard in the very po__ hill to bring forth 
ſo many wilde Grapes. is makes ſo many 
trees barren in fertile fields. : 
Fourrhly, Beſides the continaal Jupplic of Grace 
that conſtantly according to the tenure of the Co- 
venant are communicated unto Belieyers, which 
keeps them that they thirſt no more as to a'rotal 
;ndigence,there is moreover 4 readznefin the Lord 
Chriſt to yield peculiar ſuccour to the ſouls of his, 
according as their occaſions ſhall require, The 
Apoſtle tells us, that he is a merciful High-Prieſt 
and abl+,(that is ready prepared and willing )ro ſac- 
cour thens that are tempted, Heb, 2, 18; And we 
are on that account, invited to come with boldneſs 
rothe Throne of Grace, that we may obtain mercy, 
and find grace to help in time of need ;that is,grace 
ſufficient, ſeaſonable, ſuitable unto any ſpecial 
tryal, or Temptation that we may be. exerciſed 
withal. Our merciful High-Prieft is ready to 
give out this eſpecial ſeaſonable Grace, over and 
above thoſe conftant Communications of ſupplies 
of the Spirit, which we mentioned before. Be- 
ſides the never-failing Springs of ordinary Cove- 
nant grace, he hath alſo peculiar refreſhing ſhow- 
ers for times of drought. And this is exceedingly 
tothe adyantaze of the Saints, for their preſerva- 
© Q z cion 
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tion and growch.ingrace ; and there may very 
many more of the like nature be added. But now 
I fay notwithſtanding all theſe, andthe reſidue of 
the like importance, ſuch is the power and effica- 
cy- of sndwelling-Sin, 1o great its deceitfulneſs 
and reſtleſneſs, ſo many its wiles and temptations, 
it. often falls out that many of them for whoſe 
growth and improvement allthis proviſion is made, 
do yet as was:ſhewed; go back and declize, even as 
ro their courſe of walking with God. Sampſons 
ſtrength fully evidenced it ſelf when he brake ſeven 
new Withs,an@ ſeven new (ords,wherewith he was 
bound, 4s burning tom,and as thred. The noxious 
humor in the body which is ſo ſtubborn, as that 
no, uſe of the moſt ſoveraign remedies can pre- 
vail againſt it, ought to be regarded. Such is this 
:ndwelling-ſin 1i not Es pate : It breaks all 
the cords made to binde it, it bluntsthe inſtru- 
ments appointed to root it up, it reſiſtsall healing 
Medicines though never ſo ſoveraign, and isthere- 
fore -aſſuredly of exceeding efficacy. Beſides, 
Believers have znzumerable Obligations upon them 
from the Love, the Command K: God, to grow 17: 
groegs preſs forward towards perfeCion, as they 

aye abundant means. provided for them ſo to do.. 
Their doing ſo, - is a-matter of the greateſt advan- 
tage, profir, ſweetneſs, contentment unte them in 
the world : Itis the burden, the- trouble of their 
Souls, that they do not ſo do, that they arenot 
more holy, more zealous uſeful, frutful , they 
defire it above Life. it ſelf , they knoiv it is their 
- Cury to watch againſt this Enemy, to fight againſt 

it, to pray agaiptt it, and ſothey do. They more 
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ply their rack/5ng, attend Ggemty their buliels, 
eat Contentiment to confider 
how they proceed in cit Voyrge : In the morn- 


| S tb meafyre whar 
bee : Ind what progreſs they have 


ha 


gently, * pray conſtantly, hear attentively,. and 

omit nothing that may carry them intheir /qyage 

towards — But after a while, coming 
der 


ſeriouſly ro confider by the. examination of their 
hearfs and waies, what progreſs they have made, 
they find thar all their afliftance , and,duties, 
have not been able to bear them up againſt ſome 
ftrong tide or current of Indwelling-Sin, It hath 
Kept them indeed that they have not been driven 
and ſplit on rocks and foelves , it hath preſerved 
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hem from groſs, ſcandalous ſins, - but yet ; they-. 
-haye loft i n w- Pirie frame, or free. | 


wards, led under many w 
cayes z, which Phys ot able evidence of the "A 
gy abour x which Aye zre treating, Now becau 
ering hs power of Sin, 1s, 
rl o wa fy rl to obviate and prevent it 
In its oper4rion,, 4 becauſe, of all the eifeRts that, 
it produceth Js none gnore. dangerous or 
pernicious than that 1 we have laſt inſiſted on, name- 
ly,:that it, prevails upop.many . Profeſſors unto an 


babitual $3 Kc HA mer wayes and 
Atrainments the ſweetneſs 
= peri Th whi their Sls have found in 


rug I ſhall,” as was faid, in in.fhe NEXT, flace con- 


what Wazes and. Means, and through 
what. 5: ual ally prevails in this kind, 


that we x 8 better be inſtructed to warch 
Wn Is... ! 
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Decayes in Degrees of Grace caſed by 1n- 
droelling Sin. The Waies of its prevalen- 
cy ro thu purpoſe. 


HE Wieaies and Means PEI In-awellin 
Sin prevaileth on Belieyers unto jncling 
declenſen and decates, as tO degrees. of Grace and 
Holineſs', is that now which comes under con- 

fideration, and are many. 
Firſt, 
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Firſt, Upon the firſ# Converſun and calling of 
Sinners unto God and Chriſt, they have uſually 
many freſh Springs breaking forth in their Souls, 
and Refreſhing ſhowers coming ypon them, which 
bear them up to an high rate of Faith, Love, -Ho- 
lineſs, Fruitfulneſs and Obedience, As upen;a 
Lana-food when many leſſer ſtreams run into. a 
River, it {wells ,over its bounds, and rouls on 
with a more than ordinary fulneſs. Now if theſe 
Springs be not kept open, if they prevail not for 
the continuance of theſe ſhowers, they muſt needs 
decay and go backwards, _ We {hall name ove or 
two of them. 

Firſt, They have « freſh,vigorous ſence of Par- 
doning Mercy. According as this 1s in the Soul, ſo 
will ics Loveand delight in God, fo will its Obe- 
dience be. As,I ſay,is the ſence of Goſpel-pardon, 
ſo will be the. /ife of Goſpel-love. Luke 7. 47. 
I ſay unto thee,ſaich our Saviour of the poor Wo- 
man, ber ſins, which were many, are forgiven, for 
ſhe loved much, but to whom little ts forgiven, the 
ſame loveth littles Her great love was an evidence 
of great forgiveneſs , and her grear ſence of ir, For 
our Saviour 15 not rendring a reaſon of her for- 
giveneſs, as though it were for her Love, , bur of 
her Love, that it was becauſe of her forgiveneſs. 
Having in the foregoing Parabl: from Verſe 38. 


- and onwards, convinced the Phariſees wth whom 


he had todo,that he ro whom moſt was forgiver 
would love moſt, as Verſe 4.3.” Hethence gives an 
account of the great love of the Woman ſpginging 
from the ſence ſhe had of the great forgiveneſs 
which ſhe had ſo freely received. Thus ſinners 
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ar their firſt Converſion are very ſenſible of great 
forgiveneſs ; Of whom Iam chief, lies nexttheir 
heart, This greatly ſubdues their hearts and ſpi. 
rits-untoal] in God, 'arid quickens them unto all 
Obedience , even that fuch poor curſed ſinners as 
they wete, ſhould fo freely be delivered and par- 


- doried, © The love of God and of Chriſt in their 


forgrveneſs, highly conquers and conſtrains them 
co make irtheir buſineſs to /zye nnto God, 
Secondly, The freſh taſte they have had of ſpiritu- 
al things,keeps up ſuch-aſayour and reliſh of them 
11+ their Souls, -as- that wordly Contentments 
whereby men are drawn oft from cloſe walking 
with G:d, are rendred faple(s and undelireable 
untothem. Having taſted of the Wine: of the 


- Goſpel they deſire no other, for they ſay, thzs is 


beſt, So was it with the Apoſtles upon that option: 
offcred them as'to a departure from Chriſt, upon 
the Apoſtaſie of many ialſe Proteſſors'; Witt ye go 
away alſo * TJoh.6.67.They anſwer by Peter, Lord, 
to whom ſhall we go, thou haſt the words of eter - 
nal life + Verſl. 68. They hadsſuch a freſh /a- 
vour and relith of the Doctrine of the Goſpel, and 
the Grace 'of Chriſt 'upon their Souls, that they 
can entertain 'no thoughts ot declining from ir. 
As a man that hath beer long kept iti a dungeon, if 
brought forth on a ſudden into ilfe Light, of- the 
Sun, 'finds ſo much pleaſure and contentment in 
it, in the beauries of the old Creation, that he 
thinks he can.never.be weary cf ir, nor ſhall ever 


. be. comterted on any account to be under dark- 


n{ again, So is it with Souls when firfttran(l*- 
te linto the rarwclions Light of Chriſt, to behold 


the 
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the beauties of the New Creation. They ſee a new 
Glory in him, that bath quite ſullied the defireable- 
neſs of all earthly diverſions. And they ſee a new 
ouilt and filth ih finz- that gives them an yer ab- 
hortency of its old'delights and pleaſures , and fo 
of other things. ' MEL 2 0DE 05-0? | 

" Now whileſt theſe'and the /ike Springs are kept 
open in the Souls of converted finners, they con- 
ſtrain them to a vigorous ative Holineſs, They 
can never do enough for God , fo that oftentimes 
their 'Zeal, as Sarnts, ſuffers them not ro eſcape 
withour ſome blots on their Prudence as men,-as 
might be inftanieed in many of the Martyrs of 
old. 

" This then is the firſt, at leaſt one way whereby 
indwelling-ſin prepares men for decayes and de- 


clenfions in Grace and Obedience : It endeavours 


to ſtop or taint theſe ſprings. And there are ſcyec- 
ral waies whereby it bringeth this to pals. 

' ' Firſt, 1t works by ſloth and negligence, It pre- 
vails zn the Soul ro a negle&t of ſtirring wp conti- 
nual thoughts of, or about the things that fo 
powerfully :nflence it unto ſtrict and fruitiul obc- 
dience, If care' be not taken, if diligence and 
watchiulneſs be not uſed, and all means obſerved 
that are appointed of God, to keep a quick and 
living ſenſe of them upon the Soul, they will dry 
vp and decay, and conſequently that Obedience 
that ſhould ſpring from them will do ſo alſo. 1fa«c 
digged Wells, bur the Philiſtins ſtopt them, and 
his Flocks had nu benefit by them. Let the hearc 
never ſo little-difuſc it ſelf ro gracious ſoul-aftect- 
ing thoughts of the Love of God, the' Croſs of 
ST Chiiſt, 
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Chriſt, the greatneſs and excellency of Goſpel 
mercy, the beauties of holineſs, they will quickly 
be as as mucheſ#ranged to a man, as he can be to Þt - 
them. Hetharſhuts his eyes for a ſeaſon in the þb4! 
Sun, when he- opens them again can ſee nothingÞ8 © 
atall, And ſo much as a man loſeth of faith to. Wea! 
wards theſe things, ſo much will they loſe of 
power towards him, They can do little or nothing {oul 
upon him,becauſe of his unbelief, which formerly 
were ſo exceedingly effeual rowards him. Sof6%" 
was it with rhe Spoxſe in the Canticles, chap. 5. 2.87 
Chriſt calls unto her, ver. 1. . with a marvellous M?PE 
leaving and gracious invitationyynto communion 
with himſelf. She who had formerly been raviſhed 
ar the firſt hearing of that joyful ſourd,being now 
under the power ot ſloth and carnal eaſe, returns al ®! 
ſorry excuſing anſwer to his Call, which ended in 
her own ſignal loſs and ſorrow. Indwelling-ſin, 9 
Tay, prevailing by ſþir:tual ſloth upon the ſouls Wl "© 
men unto an inadvertency of the motions ol + 
Gods Spirit 1n their former apprehenſions of di- of 
vine Love, and a negligence of ſtirring up conti- ar 
nual thoughts of faith about it, a decay grows in-if -: 
ſenſibly upon the whole ſoul. Thus God'oft com-W 
plains that his people had forgotten him, that is, ſl © 
grew unmindful of his Love and Grace,which was iſ *! 
the beginning of their Apoſtaſee. it 
Secondly, By «nframing the ſo ul, ſo that it ſhall I / 
have formal, weary, powerleſs thoughts of thoſe 4 
thmgs, which ſhould prevail with it unto- dz{:- 
gence inthankful obedience, The Apoſtle cautions C 
us,that in dealing with God, we ſhould uſe reve- i * 
rence and godly fear becauſe of his puriry, holineſs h 
an 
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xd Majeſty, Heb. 12.28, 29, And this is tha* 
ly hich the Lord himſelf ſpake in the deſtruction 
ff Nadab and Abihu, I will be ſan@ified in them 


to 

he (hat come to me, Lev.1o.3. He will be dealt withal 
ng! an awful, holy, reverent manner, So are we to 
0. (deal with all the things of God, wherein, or 


whereby we have communion with him. The 
ſoul is to have a great Reverence of God in them. 
hen men begin to take them into ſizghr and 
ommon thoughts, not uſing and improving them 
unto the utmoſt for the ends whereunto they are 
appointed, they loſe all their beauty, and glory, 
and power towards them. When we have any 
thing to do wherein faith and love towards God is 
to be exerciſed, we muſt doit with all our hearts, 
with all our minds, ſtrength and ſouls, not ſlightly 
and perfunttorily, which God abhors , he doth not 
only require that we bear his Love and Grace in 
remembrance, / but that, as much as in us lyeth, 
we do it according to the worth and excellency 
of them. It was the fin of-Hezekzah,that he ren- 
ri. drcd not again according tothe benefits done to him, 
1. 2 Chron. 32. 25- So whilſt we conſider Goſpel 
n. | iruths, the uttermoſt endeavour of the ſoul oughr 
s, © £9 be,tbar'we may be changed into the ſame image 
2; i or likeneſs, 2 Cor.3.18. that is, that they may have 
their full power and effet upon us. Otherwiſe 
all Zames tells. us what our beholding the glory of 
ſe I the Lord 3n a glaſs, ghere mentioned by the Apoſtle, 
; I that is, reading or hearing the mind of God in 
1s | Chriſt revealed inthe Goſpel,comes unto, chax. 1. 
-. | verſe 23, 24. It & but like unto a man beholdin 
s, bis natnral face in a glaſs, for he beholdeth 
himſclf 


\ 
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himſelf and goeth away,and freight way forgetteth 


what manner of man he was. ' It makes no 1mprel. 
fion upog him, + begets no 1dza nor image of his 
likeneſs in his tmagination' ; - becauſe he doth it 
only ſl;ghtly, and with a tranſient Took.” So isit 
with men that will indeed think of _ truths, 
- but in a ſlight manner, withour endeavouring 
with all their hearts, minds, and ſtrength, to haye 
' them ingrafred upon rheir ſouls, and all the ef. 
feRs of them produced in them. Now this is the 
way of ſinners,in their firſt exgagomen;s unto God, 
They never think of pardoning mercy;but they la- 
bour to affect their whole (buls with it, and do 
ſtir up themſelves unto ſuitable affeFions and 
returns of conſtant obedience, They think nqt.of 
the Excellency of Chriſt, and ſpiritual things,now 
newly diſcovered unto them in a faving light, 
but they preſs with all their might after a farther, 
a fuller enjoyment of them. This keeps them 
bumble and holy, this makes them thankful and 
fruitful, But now if the utmoſt d:ligence and care- 
fulneſs be not uſed to improve and grow in this 
Wiſdom, to keep up this frame, :ndwelting-ſm 
working by the vanity of the minds of men; will 
inſenſibly bring them ro content themſelves with 
flight and rare thoughts of theſe things, without a 
diligent ſedulous endeavour to give them their 
due improvement upon the foul. ' 'As men decay 
herein, ſothey will afſuredly decay and declihe in 
the power of bolineſs,and cloſe walking with God. 
The /þring5 being ſtopt or tainted, the ſtreams will 
' not run fo ſwiftly, ar leaft not To ſweetly as for- 
meriv. Some by this means under an' uninter- 

| rupted 
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tupted profeſſion, | inſenſibly wither almoſt into. ' 
nothing. They talk, of Religion and fpiritual 
things as much as everthey did in their lives, and 
orm duties with -as much conſtancy as ever 
they did, but yet have poor lean ftarvling ſouls, as 
to any real and effetual communion” with God. 
By the power and ſubtilty of ;»dweling-ſm they 
have jronn formal, and learned to deal about ſpi- 
ritual things in an overly manner, whereby they 
have loft all their life, vigour, favour, and efficacy 
towards them.Be alwaies ſer:0us in ſpiritual things, 
if ever you intend to be bettered by them. 
Thirdly, Indwelling-ſim oftentimes prevyailes to 
the topping of theſe ſprings of Goſpel obedience, 
by falſe and fooliſh opinions, corrupting the ſim- 
plicity of the Goſpel, Falſe opinions are the works 


- of the fleſh, From the vanity and darkneſs of the 
ml Pinds' of men, with a mixture more or leſs of _ 


nd corrupt affections, dothey moſtly proceed, The 
Apoſtle was jealows over his Corinthians in this 
matter,he was afraid leſt their minds ſhould by any 
a 1cans be corrupted from the ſimplicity that ts in 
in Chrift, 2 Cor. 11. 2, 3. which he knew would be 
6 attended by a decay. and declenfion in faith, love, 
20 and obedience, And thus matters in this cafe 
often fall our, We have ſeen ſome, who after they 
have received a ſweet raſte of the love of God in 
Chriſt, of the excellency of pardoning mercy,and 
1M bave walked bumbly with Gcd fer many years, 
11} 1n che faith and apprehenſion of the truth, have 
by the corruption of their minds from the ſim- 
plicity that 1s in Chriſt by falſe and fooliſh opi- 
18 3ions, ' deſpiſed all cheir own experiences, and 
: rejected 
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rejeted all the efficacy of truth, as to the farthe: 
rance of their obedience; Hence John cautions the 
Eleft Lady and her children to take heed they were 
not ſeduced,left they ſhould loſe the things that they 
had wrought, 2 Epiit.v.8. leſt they ſhould them. 
felves caſt away all their former obedience as loſt, 
and a thing of no value. We have innumerable in. 
ſtances hereof in the daies wherein we live. . How 
- many are there, who not many years ſince put an 
- unſpeakable value o7 the pardon of fin in the blood 
of Chriſt, who dcliphred in Goſpel diſcoveries of 
ſpiritual things, and walked in obedience unto 
God on the account of them, who being beguzled 
and turned aſide from the truth as ir 1s in ſeſus, 
do deſpiſe theſe fprings of their own former obe- 
dience ? And as this 1s done groſly and openly in 
ſome, ſo there are more ſecrer and more plauſible 
inſinuations of corrupt opinions, tainting the 
ſprings and fountains of Goſpel obedience, ' and 
through'the vanity of mens minds, which 1s a 
principal part of indwelling-fin, getting ground 
upon thera. Such are all thoſe that rend to the ex- 
tenuation of ſpecial Grace in its freedom, and effi- 
cacy, and the advancement of the wills or the en- 
deavours of men in their ſpiritual power and 
abiliry : They are all works of the fleſh, and how- 
ſoever ſome may pretend an uſefulneſs inthem co 
the promotion of holineſs,they will be found to taint 
the ſprings of true Evangelical obedience, inſenſt- 
bly ro turn the heart from God, and to bring the 
whole ſoul into a ſpiritual decay. 
And this is one way whereby Indwelling-ſin 
produceth this pernicious effet, of drawing a 
| * [#) 
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off from the power, purity, and fruitfulneſs at- 
tending their firſt converſion, and engagements 
unto God, bringing them into habitual declenſion, 
at leaft as unto degrees of their holineſs and grace. 
There is not any thing we ought to be more 
watchful againſt, if we intend efteually to deal 
with this powerful and ſubtile enemy, It is no 
ſmall part of the w:/dow of faith, to obſerve whe- 
ther Goſpel truths continue to have the ſame 
avour unto,and efficacy upon the ſoul,as formerly 
they have had ; and whether an indeavour be 
maintained to improve them continually as at the 
firſt, A commandment that is alwaies practiſed, 
is alwaies new, as Fohn ſpeaks of that of Love. 
And he that really improves Goſpel truths, though 
he hears them a thouſand times, they will be al- 
waies zew and freſh unto him; becauſe they pur 
bim on zewneſs of praftice, When to another 
that grows common under them,they are burthen- 
ſome and common unto him , and he even loaths 
the Manna that he is ſo accuſtomed unto. 
Secondly, Indwelling-ſin doth this,by taking men 
off from their watch againſ# the returns of Satan. 
When our Lord Chriſt comes firſt to take poſlef- 
fon of any ſoul for himſelf, he binds that ftrong 
man and ſpoils his goods ,, he deprives them of all 
bis power, dominion and intereſt, Satan being 
thus diſpoſſeſt and fruſtrated in his hopes and ex- 
pectations, leaves the ſoul, as finding it newly 
mortified to his baits. So he left our Saviour upon 
bis firſt fruitleſs attempts. Burt is ſaid, He left 
bim only for a ſeaſon, Luk. 4.13. He intended to re- 


turn again, as he ſhould ſee his advantage. So is it 
with 


EL 
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with Believers alſo.Being caſt out from his interef} 
in chem, he leaves them tor a ſeaſon, at leaſt com- 
paratively he doth ſo. Freed from his afſaulrs and 
perplexing temptarions, they proceed vigorouſly 
in the courſe of their obedience, and ſp flouriſh in 
the wajes of God, But this holds not ; Satan re- 
turns again, and if the ſoul ſtands not continu. 
ally upon his guard againſt him, he will quickly get 
ſuch advantages, as ſhall pur a notable interrupti- 
on upon _ his fruifulneſs and. obedience, Hence 
ſome, after they have ſpent ſome ime, it may be 
fore years in cheerful exemplary walking with 
God, have upon Satans return, conſumed all their 
latter daies in wreſtling with perplexing tempta- 
tions, wherewith he hath intangled chem. Others 
have plainly fallen under the power of his affaulrs, 
It is like a man, who having for a while lived 
ſefully amongit his neighbours, done good, and 
communicated according to his ability , diftri- 
buting to the poor, and helping all round about 
him, ar length falling into the hands of vexatious, 
wrangling oppreflive men, he is forced to ſpend 
- his whole time and revenue -in defending himſelf 
againſt them at Law, and ſo becomes ufelefs in the 
place where he lives. So 1s it with many a Be- 
liever, af:er he hath walked ina fruitful courſe 
of obedience to the glory of God, and edification 
of the Church of Chriſt, being afreſh ſer upon by 
the rer:r42 of Saran in one way or other, he hath 
enough to do all the remainder 0! his life to keep 
himſelf a/z ve , 1a the mean time a to many graces, 
wofully decaying and going backward, _ Now 
this.alſo, though Satan hath an hand in it, is from 
In- 
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Trdwelling-ſin -Imeang the tucceſs is ſo which Sa* 
tart doth obtain m his undertaking. This* ericous 
tageth him, maketh way for his retarn, and: yes 
entrance-t& his temptations.” You know bdw*it'#8 
with them, out'vf whom” he is caſt ' only'Þy. ; 
ſpel conviltion ; afret he hath wandred and w id 
awhile,he ſaith, Fe will Feturn to' by boiſe from 
whence he' was cjelted; Arid wharis the ifſtt #Car- 
nal liſts have prevailed: over! the' mans” 'egtrvis 
Rions, arid madehis ſoul fit.co dfitertain vetting 
devils, Teis-To a5-tothe mexſute of prevaſenicy; 
that Satzrr bbtkins agaitift Beltevers, upol ad&van- 


tapes admmiftred untd him, by Tins diffeling/the 
ſoul unto ar 6brioxiouſneſs ro his temptariotls,'* 
Now'the way and means wheteby' Irdwrlling- | 
ſin doth give advantage t6'Satan for' his trtarn, 
are all thoſe which difpoſg-them towards2'de- 
clenſion whith thall aft ; bementioned. S4- 
tan is a diligent, watchfifant crafry adverſary, 
he will negle@ no opporrtinity, no advaritapge that 
is offeted unto him. Wheteinthen ſoever our ph 
ricual ſtrength is impaired by.{f3, or which* way 
ſoev.r our luſts preſs, | Saran fallsin with. that 
weakneſs, /and preſſech rowatds that ruine.' $06 
that all the aRings of che Lair” of fin are ſubſer- 
vient'to this'end of Satan. I fhall therefore only 
at preſent mmetnion one or ewe; that ſeem prmect- 
Cipalty 4d invite Satanto atrenzP areturn, ' -' - 
Fir ſt,1t intangleth the foo in the things of-the 
world, all which are fo many” Purveyors for Sa«. 
tan, W hen Pharaoh had ler:the people go,be heard 
after a while that they were intangled in tie wil- 
derneſs and ſuppoſeth that he ſhall rherefore now 
"> overtakg 
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overtake them and deftroy them, This ſtirs him up 
1947/xe after them, Satan finding thoſe whom 
he, hazb. been calt our from,intangled inthe things Que 
af th world, by which; he is ſure ro! find an ealie ren 
nes hem, is encouraged: to. attempt upou i (jc 


bs as the Spidey 40 come, down upon if 


tro! geſt flic tha ks emtaugled in; his web. For 
$by. his temptations only.to, impel then jo 
ozhat whereunto by their own luſts they are of þ 


Lined, by adding pos ſor: to their Juſts,and paone- 
Teen tht ofahem. And oftentimes by this þ1, 
advantage he gets, fo. in upon the ſouls of men, 
that gh are never wel. free- of thim moxe whilſt 
they liz&s And as mens &verſrons increaſe from the 
grid, {fo do their, entanglements. from Satan, 
Whea they, have. more to do inthe world tha 
t 1] manage,'; they ſhall bave more tc 
do om; Satan th y,can well- withſtand, 
When men are mually fazne;. by dealing 
10and. with, the world, .Saran ſets. on. them a 
Awalek did on. the faint and weak of the people 
tas came out of Exyps. 2 11 0n:19 1 
. Hegondly, Ii, proguceth this effet by making 
the ſoul negligevtandcaking it off from its watch, 
Wiihave helone ſhewidar large thatir isone main 
paxs ofabe effeiiuwalaorezefulneſoof. Indwmelling ſin 
ih gigk<aheſou}5naghsrtert.ro turn js.aff from the 
diligent watchiul aeudance unto- is. duty whict 
1s rcpiigede.  Nowthete is not any: thing in; xefc- 
r6ncg whereynts: diligence and wartchfulneſs is 
wore &rigtlyſenjoyntd;than the returnumg afſanits 
gf Saian, 1 P2t»5a B.: Be ſober, be 25g4lant ; and 
why lo2becarſe of your adver ſarytheDewl.Unlels 
. " . you 
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you are exceeding warchful, at one time or other 
he will ſurprize you. And all che injunCtions of 
our bleſſed Savionr, ro watch, are ſtill with refe- 
rence unto him, and his temptations. Now when 
the ſoul is made carelef and inadvertent, forgerri 
what an enemy ir hath rodeal withal, or is lifte 
up with the ſucceſſes it hath newly obtained againſt 
him, then is Satans time ro attempt a re-entrance 
of his old habitation , which if he cannot obtain, 

et he makes their lives uncomfortable ro them- 

elves, and unfruitful ro others,in weakening their 
root,and withering their fruit through his poiſon- 
ing temptations. He comes down upon our duties 
bf obedience,as the fowls upon Avrahams ſacrifice, 
that if we watch not, as he did, to 4drive thent 
away, [ for by reſiſtance hea overcome and pur 
to flight ] he will devour themes 

Thirdly, Indwel/ing-ſiwtakes advantage to pur 

forth its efficacy and deceit, ro with-draw men 
from their primitive zeal and holineſs,from their 
firſt faith, love, and works by the evil examples of 
Profeſſors amongſt whom they live, When men 
firſt engage into the ways of God, they have a re- 
verent eſteem of thoſe whom they believe to' have 
been made partakers of that mercy before them- 
ſelves, theſe they love and honour, asit. is their 
duty. But-after a while they find many of them 
walking in-many things «nevenly,crookedly,8 not 
unlike the men of the world. Here fiz-is not want- 
ing toics advantage; Inſenſibly it prevails with 
men toa compliance with them, This way, this 
courſe of walking, doth well enough with others, 
why may it not do ſo with us alſo 2 Such is the 
4/8 | inward 
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inward thought of many, that works effeRualh 
in them. And ſo through the craft of ſin, the ge. 
neration of Profeflors corrupt one another. As; 
ſtream ariſing from a clear ſpring or fountain, 
whilft it runs in its own peeuliar channel, and 
keeps its water unmixed, preſerves-its putity and 
cleanneſs, but when it falls in its courſe with 
other ſtreams that are twrb:d and foxl,though run. 
ning the ſame way with ir, it becomes maddy and 
diſcoloured alſo. So is it in this caſe. Believers come 
forth from the ſpring of the New birth with ſome 
purity and cleanneſs,-this for a while they keepin 
the courſe of their private walking with God; 
but now when they come ſometimes. to fall into 
ſeciery with others, whoſe profeſſion flows & runs 
the ſame way with theirs, even towards heaven, 
bur yet are mudded and ſullied Wh fin and the 
world, they 'are often corrupted with them, and 
by them, and ſo decline from their firſt purity, 
faith, and holineſs, Now leſt this may have been 
the cafe of any who ſhall read this diſcourſe, | 
ſhall add ſome few cautions that are xeceſſary to 
_ Preſerve men from this infeRion, 

Firſt, 1n the body of Profeſſors there is a great 
number of hypocrites. Though we cannot ſay of 
this or that man,that he is ſo, yet that ſome there 
are,is moſt certain, Our Saviour hath told us tht 
it will be ſo to the end of the world. All tha 
have Oyl in their Lamps,have it not in their ve/- 
ſels. Let men'take heed how they give themſelves 
up uno a-conforn:ityto the Profelſors they met 
withal, leſt inſtead of Sa:rzts and the beſt; af men, 
they ſometimes propoſe for their example hy 
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focrites, which are the worſ#, and when they thank 
they are {kg unto them who bare the image of 
\51Y God, chey conform themſelyes to thoſe, who bare 
un, the Image of Satan. 
and Secondly, You know not what may be the preſent 
ntl ::mptations of thoſe whoſe ways you obſerve. 
um 1: may be they are under ſome peculiar deſertion 
un- from God, and ſo are withering for a ſeaſon, un- 
nol till be ſend them ſome refraling powers from 
mee above. It may be they are intangled with fome 
mes pecral corruptions, which is their burtken, tat 
0 you know not of, and for any voluntarily to fall 
incoſuch a frame, as others are caſt into. by the 
power of their temptations, or to think that 
will ſuffice in them, which rhey ſee ro ſuffice in 
others whoſe diſtempers they know not, is fofy 
and preſumption. He that knows ſuch or ſuch 
aperſon to be a living Man, and of an healthy 
conſtitution, ifhe ſee him go crawling up and 
a down about his affairs, feeble and weak, ſome- 
I times falling, ſometimes Randing, and making 
0 ſmall progreſs in any thing, will hethink it ſuffi- 
cient for himſelf ro do ſo alſo > will he not in- 
AS quire whether the perſon he. ſees, have not lately 
vl fallen into ſome d5ſtemper or ſickneſs, that hath 
lt weakened him, and brought him 1nto that con- 
" dition? Afuredly he will ſo do, Take heed, 
a Chriſtians, many of the Profeſſors with whom ye - 
IH do converſe are fick, and wounded , the wounds 
OY of ſome of them do ſtink.,and are corrupt becauſe 
; of their folly, 1t yeu have any ſþ:ritual health do 
s 
j 


not think their weak and uneven v g will be 
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"IG , be 


accepted at yout han 


256 Decayes in Grace 


be well for you to become ſich and to be wound: 
alſo. | 
Thirdly, Remember that of many of the be 
Chriſtians, the worſt only 'is known ard feen, 
Many who keep up precious Communion wit 
God, do yet oftentimes by their natural temper; 
of freedom or paſlion, not carry fo glorious aj 
pearances as others, who perhaps come ſhort 
them in Grace and the power of Godlineſs, [ 
reſpe& of their outward Converſation it © my 
ſeem they are ſcarcely ſaved, when in reſpe& « 
their Faith and Lov: they may be eminent, They 
may,as the King:5Daughbrer, be all glorious within 
though their Cloarths be not alwayes of wrongh 
Gold, Take heed then that you be nor infect 
with their worſt, when ye are nor able it may be 
to imitate them in their beſt, but to return, 
Fowurthly, Sin doth this work by cheriſhirtg ſunt 
ſecret particular luſt in the h:art, This the ſoul 
contends againſt faintly, It con;cnids againſt it upul 
the account of fincerity,it cannot bur do fo ; butit 
doth not make through-wotk vigorovtly to mor 
tifie it by the rength and power of Gr:ce,No! 
where it is thus with the Soul, an habirnal decicn- 
flonas toholineſs will afſuredlyenſue. David ſhews 
us how 1n bis fir days he kept his heart cloſe un 
to God, P/al 18.23,1 was upright before him, ar 


I kept my felf from mine intquity, His great care 


was leſt any oze lyſt ſhould prevailin him, © 
pen þ'm, that might be call.d, bis iniquity int 
peculiar manner, The ſame courſe teer'd Paul alle 
was in aanger to be lifred up b\ 
lations and Enjoyments , Thi 
: = 
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makes him keep his body in ſubjeftion,that no- car- 


nal reaſonings or 'vaih imagination mighr rake 
place in Him. Burt where ;#dwelt;ng Sin hath pro- 
voked, irritated, and given ftrength unto a ſpecial 
luſt,it proves affuredly aPrincipal Means of x ge- 
neral declenfion.- For as an infirmiry and weak- 
neſs in any one vital part, will make the whole 
body conſumprive, fo will the weakzeſs in any one 
Grace, which a perplexing luſt brings with ir, 
make the Soul. It every way weakens ſpiritual 
ſtrength. It weakens Confidence in God in Faith 
and Prayer. Thekzees will be feeble, and the 
hands will hang down in dealing with God, 
wherea galling and unmortified luſt lies in the 
heart, It will take ſuch bold upon the foul, that it 
ſhall not be able to look up,Plal. 40. 12. It darkens 
the mind by s:numerable fooliſh imaginations, 
which it ſtirs up to make proviſion for its ſelf. 
It galls the Conſcience with thoſe ſpots and ftains, 
which in and by its aQtings it. brings upon the 
Joul. Ir contends in the Wzll for Rule and Do- 
minion-: An a#:2e ſtirring corruption would have 
the commanding power in the ſoul, and it is ever 
and anon ready to rake rhe Throne. Ir diftxrbs 
the thoughts,. and ſomerimes will even frighten 
the ſoul from dealing with'iz by . meditation, left 
corrupt affe&ions being entangled by it, . Grace 
loſes ground inſtead of prevailing. Ir b+eaks oor 
ofrentimes into ſcandalous fins, as it did in Dauid 
and Hezehiab,and loads the ſinner with forrow - 
and diſcouragemen. By theſe and the like means 1£ 
becomes to the ſoul like a morh in 4 gffywent, a 
ate da waa 
N44 4 


258 Decayes in Grace 


that though the whole hang - /ooſe together, it is 
eaſily torn in- pieces, Though the ſoul with 
whom it isthus, do for a ſeaſon keep up a fair 
_ profeſſion, yet his ſtrength is ſecretly devoured ; 
and wy temptation tears and rents his Conſci- 
ence atpleaſure, It becomes with ſuch Men as it 
is with = who haye for a many years been of 
a Tound ſtrong athletich conſtitution. Some ſecret 
befical diſtemper Teizeth on them : For a ſeaſon 
they take no notice of it , or if they do, they think 
they (hall do well enough with it, and eaſily ſhake 
it off when they have a little leaſure tv attend un- 
ro it : But for the preſent they think as Sampſon 
with kis locks cut, rhey will do as at other times. 
Sometimes it may be they complain that they are 
not well,- they know not whar aileth them, and 
It, may be riſe violently in an oppoſition to their 
diſtemper , but after a while frging in vain, the 

their ſpirirs and ſtrength tailing them, 


y will dos in former times, untill” be- 
weakned in their ſpiritual ſtrengrh , 
work enough to do in keeping alive 
$-and 15, ready todye, Hof. 5. 13. 
and, ire He 
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I ſhall not add any thing here as to the pre- 
yention and obviating this advantage of Jn- 
dwelling-fin, having elſewhere treated of it pe- 
culiarly and apart. 

Fifthly, It works by negligence of private con- 
munion with God inPrayer and Meditation.l have 
ſhewed before how 1ndwelling Sin puts forth its 
deceitfulneſs in diverting the toul from watchful- 
neſs in and unto theſe duties, Here if it prevails, 
it will not fail to induce an habitual declenſton in 
the whole courſe of Obedience. All neglect of 
private duties is principled by a wearineſs of God 
as he complaineth, 7ſa.4.3.22.T hou haſt not called 
upon Me,thou haſt been weary of Me. Neglet of 
invocation proceeds from wezrineſs. And where 
there is wearineſs,there will be withdrawing from 
that whereof weare weary. Now Gecd alone be- 
ing the fountain and ſpring of ſpiritual life, if 
there be a wearinefs of him,and withdrawing from 
him, it is impoſſible bur that there will 2 decay 
in the Life enſue, Indeed what men arein theſe® 
duties, I mean as to Faithand Love in them, that 
they are and no more, Here lies the root of 
their obedience, and if this fail all fruit will quick- 
ly fail, You may ſometimes ſee a Tree flouriſh- 
ing with leaves and fruit goodly and pleafant. 
After a while the /eaves begin rodecay, the frust 
ro wither, the whole to droop. Search, and - 
yoy ſhall find the roor, whereby it ſF ould draw in 
moiſture and fatneſs from the Earth to ſupply the 
body and branches with ſap and juice for growth 
and fruit, hath received a wourd, 1s ſome way 
periſhed, and doth not perform its ducy, ſo that 

. though 
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though the branches are flouriſhing a while with 
whac they had received their ſuſtenance being in. 
cercepted they muſt decay. So-it is here, Theſe 
duries of private.Communion with God, are the 
means of receiving ſupplies of ſpiritual ſtrength 
from him , of ſap & fatneſs from Chriſt the Vine 
and Olive, Whileſt they dp fo, the converſation 
and courſe of obedience florr;ſherh and is fruitful, 
ail ourward duties are chearfully and regularly 
performed. Bur if there be a wonna, a detec, a 
failing” in that which ſhould firſt take in the ſpir:- 
zHal radical moiſture, that ſhould be communica- 
ted unto the whole, the reſt may for a ſeaſon 
maintain theiration and appearance, but after 
a while profeſſion will wither, fruits will decay, 
and the whole be ready to die. Hence our $a- 
viour lets us know, /fatth. 6. 6, what a man is 
#1 /ecret, in theſe private duties, that he is in the 
eyes of God, and no more, And one reaſon 
amongſt others is, becauſe they have a more vi- 
gorous acting of xnmixed grace than any other 
4 nies whatever. In all or moſt particular duries, 
beſides the influence that they may have from 
carnal reſpe&ts, which are many, and the wayes 
of their inſinuation ſubtiſe, and imperceptible, 
there $an allay of gifts, which ſometime even 
devyours the pure Gold of Grace which ſhould be 
rhe chief and Principal in them. In theſe, there 1s 
zmmediate entercourſe between God, and that 
which is of birafelf in the ſoul. If once fin by 
its deceits and rreacheries, preyail to take off the 
Soul from diligent” attendance unto Communion 
with God, and conſtaticy in thele duties, it will 
J . na 
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not fail ro effeR a declining inthe whole of a 
mans obedience. It hath made its entrance, and 
wil afſuredly make good its progreſs. 

S:xthly, rowing in Notions of Truth without 


anſwerable *« is another thing that /ndwell- 
sng-ſi1 makes ſe to bring the ſouls of Believers 


under a decay. The Apoſtle tells us, that know- 
ledge puſferh up, 1 Cor. 8.1. If it be alone, nor 
improved in praQtice, it ſwells nz2x beyond a due 
propert;on, Like a man that hath a Dropſie, we 
are Not tv expect that he hath ſtrength ro his 
bigneſs. Like trees that are continudlly running 
1p an head, which keeps them from bearing fruic, 
When once men have attained to this, that they 
can entertain and receive Evangelical truths ina 
new and more Glorious light, or moreclcar diſco- 
very than formerly, or new manifeſtations of 
Truth which they knew not before, and pleaſe 
themſelves ſo doing, without dzligent endeavors 
to have the power of thoſe truuhs and notions 
uron their hearts and their ſouls made conform- 
able unto them,they generally learn fo to diſpoſe 
cf all truths formerly known, which were ſome- 
times inlaid in their hearts with more efficacy 
and power. This hathproved, if not the rarne, 
yet the great 7m-pairing of many in theſe days of 
light wherein we live, By this means from huin- 
ble cloſe walkz»g , many have withered into an 
empty ,barren,r.z/4;ng profeifion. All things almcft 
bave in a ſhort ſeaſon beceme alike unto them : 
Have they been true or falſe, ſo they might be 
debating of them, and diſputing abcut them, ail 
2s well, This is food for fin, it katchath, increaſerh 
I. 
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it, and is-increaſed by it, A notable way it is for 
the vanity that is in the mind,to exert it {elf with- 
out a rebuke from conſcience. Whilt men are 
talking, and writing,and ſtudying about Religion, 
and hearing Preaching,it may be, with great de- 
light,as thoſe in Ezekzel chap.3 32, Conſcience, 
unleſs crhroughly awake and circumſpect, and fur- 
niſhed with ſpiritual wiſdom and care, will be ve- 
* ry well pacified,and enter no rebukes or pleas a- 
gSainft the way that the ſoul is in. But yer all this 
may be nothing but the ating of that natural va- 
nity which lies in the mind, and is a principal part 
of the ſin we treat of. And generally this is ſo, 
when men content themſelves, as was ſaid, with 
the notions of truth, without labouring after an 
experience of the power. of them in their hearts, 
and the bringing forth the fruit of them in their 
lives, dn which a decay muſt needs enſue. 
Seventhly,Growth in carnal _ is another 
help ro fin in producing this ſad eftet,Thy wiſdom 
and wy knowledge, faith the Prophet, hath per- 
verted thee, Tſ4.47. 10.50 much as carnal we/dom 
increaſeth, fo much faith decays. The proper 
work of it isto teach a man rogruſt to and in 
himſelf, of faich totruſt wholly in another. So it 
labours todeſtroy the whole work of faith, by 
cauſing the ſoul to return into a deceiving fulneſi 
of his own. We have woful examples of the 
prevalency of this principle of declenſion in the 
days werein we live. How many a poor, humble, 
broken hearted creature, who followed afcer God 
in ſimplicity and integriry of ſpirit, have we ſeen, 
- through the obſervation of the ways and _— 
N 0 
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of others, and cloſing with the temptations to 
craft and fubtilty, which opportunities in the 


world have adminiftred unto them, come to be 
dipt in a worldly carnal frame,and utterly to wi- 


ther in their profeſſion.Many are fo ſaled hereby, 


that they are not to be known to be the men they 
were. 

Eightly,Some great ſin lying long in the heart and 
Jar. K-40 unrepented of, or not repented of as ir 
ought, and as the matter requires, furthers 5-:- 
dwelling-ſin in this work. The great turn of -the 
life of David,whence his fir ſ# ways carried the .re- 
putation, was in the harbouring his great fin in 
his conſcience without ſuitable repentance. It was 
otherwiſe we know wizh Peter, and he had ano- 
ther iſſue, A great {in will certainly give a great 
tura to the life of a Profeſſor. If it be well cured 
in the blood of Chriſt, with that humiliation 


which the Goſpel requires, it often proves a 


means of more watchtulneſs, fruicfulneſs, humi- 
liry, and contentation, than ever the ſoul before 
obtained. If it be negleRted,it certainly hardens 
the heart, weakens ſpiritual ftrength; enfeebles the 
ſoul, diſcouraging it unto all communion with 
God, and is a notable principle of a general decay. 
So David complains, Pſ. 38. 5. My wounds ſtink. 
and are corrupt becauſe of my alifomeſs His pre- 
fent diſtemper was not ſo much from his ſi, as his 
folly, not ſo much ſfom the wounds be had re- 
ceived, as ſrom his neglect to make a timely ap- 
plication for their cure, Ir is like abrokten bone, 
which being well ſer, leaves -the place ſtronger 
than before , if otherwiſe, makes the man a Op 
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all his days, Theſe things we do but briefly name, 
and ſundry other-advantages of the. like nature 
that ſiz makes uſe of ro produce this -effeRt, might 
alſo be inftanced in , bur theſe may ſuffice unto our 
preſent purpoſe, . What ever it ufath;it ſelf is ſtill 
the principle , and this is no finall demonſtration 
of its efhcacy and power. 


£ 


CHAP. XVI 


The ftrength of Indwelling- fin, manifeſted 
Jromuts power andeffects in perſons un- 
regenerate. 


| navy power ant efficacy of Indwelling- 
fi2,as it remains in ſeyeral degrees in Believers 
tha weare treating. Now I have elie-where 
fnewed, that the nature and all the natural pro- 
perties of it do ftill remain in chem, Though 
therefore we cannot prove diretly what is the 
ſtrength of fin in them ,from what its _ is in 
thoſe, in whomit is only checked and not at all 
weakned-; yer may we from an obſervation there- 
of caution Believers of the rcal power of that mor- 
14 enemy with whom they haveto do. 

It che Plague do violently rage in one City, de- 
ſtroying mukitades, and there be in anorher an 
infeion of the fame kind, which yer ariſes ncr 
gnro that _ and fury there, by reaſon of 
the corref;on that it meets withat from a better 
air» and remedies uſed , yet a mats» may _ 

rate 
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ſtrate unto the Inhabitants the force and danger 
of that Infettzon got in among them, by the effeftr 
that ir hath and doth ——— Cn Fs 
have not the benefit of the prevenrives.and preſer- / 
vatives which they enjoy ; which will both teach 
them to value..the means of their preſervation, 
and be the more watchful againſt the power of 
the infeCtion that is among them, Ir is pn this 
eaſe. Believers 'may be taught what is the power 
and efficacy of that plague of ſin, which is in and 
__ them, by the efe&s the fame plague pro- 
ducerh in and among others, who have not thoſe 
eorrettions of its poyſon, and thoſe preſervatives 
from death which the Lord Jeſus.bath furniſhed 
them withal. 

Having then fixed: on the. Demonſtration of 
the power of fin, from the effetFs-it doth pro- 
duce, and having given a double inſtance hereof in 
Believers themſelves, I ſhall now faxther evidence 
the-fame. truch, or purſue the ſame evidence of 
it, by fhewing ſomewhat of! the (yower that it© 
afteth inthem who are wrrregenerare, and fo have 
notehe remedies againſt it which Believers are 
furni/batbwuhbal. 

-\& fhalk not handle the whole power of ſix in 'un- 
vegencrate perfons, which is a very large held, 


mmd&n9t the buſineſs I have in hand, but only by 


fowofes influnces of its effects in them, intimze, 
aL fad, uno Bebevers, what they have to deal 
' Ferſb then; t appears in the vvolerce it offers to 
the nature of man, compelling chem unco fins, | 
tully contrary toall the principles of the realon- 
able 
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able natute wherewith they are endued from -- 
God. Every creature of God hath in its cteation; 
a Law of operation umplanted in it, which is the 
rule of all chat proceedeth frotn it, of all that 
doth of its own accotd:. $6 the fire aſcends up-W 
wards, 'bodiesthat are weighty and heayy de- 
ſcend ; the water flows, each according to the 
Principles of their nature, which give them the 
Law of their, Operation, That which hinders them 
in their operation is force and violence, as tha 
which binders .a fone from deſcending,or the fire 
from going upwards. That which forceth them 
ro move contrary ro the Law of theit nature, as 
a ſtone to go-upwards, or the fireto deſcend, is 
in its kind the greateſt violence, of which the de: 
prees are endleſs. Now that which ſhould take a 
great Milſtone, and fling ir upwards into the air; 
all would acknowledge ro be a marter of won: 
derful force, power, and efficacy. | 

Man alfo hath his Law of Operation and work- 
ng concreatgyl with him, And this may be con- 
lidered two ways ; either, firſt, as it is commor to 
him with other creatures z or as peculiar, with 
reference unto that ſpecial end for which he: was 
made. Some things are, I ſay, in this Law:of. Na- 
ture common td man with other creatures : 4as..:10 
nouriſh their young,to live quietly with chem. of 
the famekind and race with them ;'to ſeek- and 
follow afrer that which is. good for them in that 
Nate and condicion Wherein thry are created. 
Theſe are things which all bruit #oving creatures 
have inthe Law of their nature,as Man alfo hath. 


But pow beſides thefe things, man being _ 
\ xe 
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ted in an eſpecial manner to give Glory to God - 
þ rational and moral obedience, and ſo to obtain * 
2t ira reward in the enjoyment of him ; ; there are nma-* 
up-WÞy things in the Law of his creation that ; are pee. 
liar to him ; : a$ tO love God above'a1l, 6 ſeek the 
0joymMenT of him as his chiefeſt Good ahd lafb” 
Fed, to enquire after his Mind and ' Will, and ro! 

ield obedience, and the like, © All which nj 
part of the Law of his Nature, - -* © «4 
fre Now theſethings are not diſtiigciſhed (s, '2S- 
en Mibough a man might -perform theaBtions of the" 
2s Lav of his nature which are commofito! him wilt 

s (other creatures, meerly from the principles of bis 
nature as they do: ;but the Law of bis depentlance 
won God, and doing all chings in obedirrice unt6! 
bim, paſſerh on them all alſo. He can: hever "be 
conſidered: aS'a meer. creature, blit- 28 a creature 
made for the glory of Gcd, by rational moral des! 
dience ; rational, becauſe by him choſen;and'pers! 
firmed with reaſon - and moral, becauſe regulated] 
by a Law wheretnto Reaſon doth attend, - - 

For inſtance , It is common to- man with he 
creatures, to take care for the nouriſhing 'o bs 
children,of the-young helpleſs -ones' that reteive 
o {'Þcir being by bim. There is implanred in Hitt = 
f {I b* principles of his nature concreated with, t 
1 
l 
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{love and carefor-them'; ſo is it with other livi 
creatures, - Now let other creatures an{wer- this? 
MW inftinft > inclinition,and be not hardned agSinft 
; [bem like rhe footfh Oftrich, unto whom GoE 
hath not imparted this natural wiſdom, Fob 55.16, 

. MI f7-chey fully anfiver the Law of their Creation. 
| WE With Man it is not fo ; it is not enough for him to 
| anſwer 
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anſwer the 5:ft;yiand ſecret impulſe and inci: 
nation of his nature and kind, as in the nouriſhing 
of his children , but be muft do it alſo in ſ«- 
jetiion to God, and obey him therein, and doing it 
unto his glory ; the Law of Moral Obedience pal. 
figg'overall his whole being, & all his operations; 
bur intheſe things lie, as/ it were, the whole of 1 
man, namely in: the things which are implanted 
in his nature as a creature, common to him with 
all other living creatures, ſeconded by the Com- 
mand or 'Wifl,of God, as he is a creature capable 
of yielding mpral obedience, anddoing all things 
for-his glory. | 

.«That then, which ſhall drive andicompel a man 
tozranſgrefs this Law of bis nature, which is na 
ogly-ast9 throw wilſtones upward, todrive Beaſt 
fram taking care of their young, to take from Ca- 
tle of the ſame. kind the bearding of. theniſelve, 
-10quietneſs, but moreover,to caſt oft what lies in 
hi). bis fundamental dependance on God, as 4 
creature made to yield him obedience, muſt needs 
be.elteemed of great force and efficacy. 

+ Now this isfrequently done by Indwelling-ſin, 
| mn auregencrate. Let us take ſome few in- 

EGS? oe © (1 1 | 7 

Hit, There is nothing that is nipre deeply in- 
lag.n the pranciptes of rhe. natures of all. living 
Ctearures; and Jo.of man himſelf, tha a love un- 


ite da care for the preſervation and novriſhing 
of mer young ; many bruit creatures 'will die for 
they fore feel them with their -own fleſh and 
blood , all deprive.themſclves gf that, feed which 
naturedireRs them to as their beſt, to zmpart it 
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icli- to them ; and-4ting intheir behalf r0-the.utmott 
ſwb-}| - Now ſuch is: the efficacy, power, and force. of. 
ipdwelling-ſm in man, an zxfection that the nature: 
of ocher creatures knows nothing of, that in many, 
it pkg#ails.to ſtop this faungain, to beat back the 
anal afteRions,. ro root-- up the prin- 
ciples of the Law. of- nature, and ro drive them 
unto a neglect, a-deftruftion of the fruit of - theer 
own loins. Paul tells us of the old Gentiles, they 
were «<-930:, Rows. 1.3 1.without natural affection ; 
that which be aims at is that barbarous- cuſtone 
among the Romans, who oft-times to ſpare the 
trouble in the education-of their children, and to 
be ar liberty to ſarisfie their luſts, deſtroyed rhety 
awn children from 'the womb. So far did the 


twre, and to repel the force and power of it, 
. Examples .of this nature are common in all 
Nations; artiongft qur ſelves,of women murdering 
thety own children,through the deceitful reaſoning 
of ſin. And herein {in turns the ſtrotg current 
-ſn, of nature,darkens all the light of God in the ſoul, 
/ 10-Yf tontrouls all natural principles, influenced--w th 
_ the power of the command & will of God. But yer 
10-Y this evz/ hath, through the efficacy of fin, received 
vingh a featful aggravation, Men have not only ſ{a;n,but 
un-&l cruelly ſacrificed their children' to ſarisfie their 
ning luſts. 1 heApoſtlereckons/dolatry, & ſo conſequent- 
for ly all ſuperſtst5021, among the woprks of the fleſh, 
and Gal.g.20.that is,the fruit &produtt of indwelling 
hich ſor. Now from hence it is that men have offered 
't KY that horrid and unſpeakable violence to the_ Law 
[0 | S 2 of 


*Kfrcngth of fin prevail co obliterate the Law of na- . 
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of Nature -mentioned.. -Sorhe Pſalmiſt tells us; 
Pſal.106. 37,38. The ſame is again mentioned, 
'fal.7. 31.and in ſundry other Places: The whole If o! 
= anner- of 'thar- abommation' T have elſewhere 
declared, -- For the preſent it may ſuffice to-inti- I 4; 
mate{#hat they crook their children and bxrntwben Ml x; 
to'aſhy 530 a foft fire ;/ the wicked Prieſts thilal- I i; 
liked inthe{zerifice affording them this relief;that- IM i; 
rhey'" made*a norſe' and clamour, that the vile I aj 
wretches might aor hear- che ' woful + moans and Il {6 
cries of the poor dying tormented Infants. ſuppoſe Il ;; 
mchiseaſe weneed no! farther evidences Natura- Ml ir 
lifts can give norational aecount;chey can only ad- Ml ; 
mireche ſecret force! of rhat '##+le Fiſh, which, 
cheyſay, will Rop'athip'in fault ſail in'the midſt 
ofche Sea.” And we muſt -acknowledpe, thar it is 
beyond” our -powerTto:give an account of that /c- 
cret force, and'unſearchable deceir: that is in this 
znbred Traitor, Sin:; that cannot only ſtop the 
courſe of nature, when all che -fte;/s of it that'carry 
ir forward are ſo filled,as they'are in that of affe- 
Qiwnstochildren-i but 'alſo-drive it backward 
with ſuch-a violence & force,asto cauſe men fo to 
deabwidrtheir own childrep,as apood man would 
nox bEthired with''any reward” to deal- with his 
dorifhnd 1omaynovberothe. diſadvantage of the 
your ark confidery that 'rhey carryhat 
about them, in them; [which in 6thers bath pro- 
ducedrhefe effects. © 
- The like- maybe ſpoken of all other fins againſt 
the \prime. dickater ofthe Law of ' Niture, that 
mankind fs or hath been ſtained -and- defamed 
wikhat,Afurder of Parents and Children,ot W.ves 
Þ ar. 
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'8ad Husbands, Sodemy,Inceft,and the bke enor- 


mities ;” in all which, ſin prevails in men: againſt 
the whole Law of their Being and dependance up- 
on God, * | | 
What ſhould I reckon up the murders of- Cain 
and Abel, the treaſon of Fudas,with their aggra- 
vations ; 'or, remind the filth and villany of Nero, 
in whom fin ſeemed ro deſign an inſtance of ,whar 
it could debaſe the nature of man unto; In a word, 
all the ſtudied, premeditated per;xries ; all the de- 
ſigned, bloody revenges ; all the filth and unclean, 
neſs , all the enmity to God and his ways that is 
in the world, is fruit growing from this  xoor 
alone. | 
Secondly, It evidences its efficacy in keeping 
men off from believing under the dilpenſation of 
the Goſpel. This evidence muft be a little furibes 
cleared, | : 4% 
Firſt, Under the diſpenſation of the Goſpel, 
there are but few that do believe.S0 the Preachers 
ofir complain,1ſa. 53. 1. Who hath believed our 
report ? which che Apoſtle iterprets of the pau 
city of Believers, Joh.12:38. our Saviour Chrift 
himſelf rells us, that mary are called, the Word is 
preached unto many, but few are choſen. And ſo 


the Church complams of irs number, Acc.6. 1. 


Few there be -who enter the narrow*gate, daily 
experience confirms this woful obſervation. How 
many. V fiages, Pariſhes, yea, Towns may we go 
unto, where: the Goſpel, it may be, hath been 


.preached-many years, and- perhaps ſcarce meet a 


irue Believer in them, & one who thews forih the 


ceath of Chriſt in his converſation. In the beſt 
Sd 3; places, 
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aces, and moſt eminent for profefſion, arc na 
vch perſons like the berries after the ſhaking of 
an Olve-tree,vmo or three in the top of the up. 
moſt boughs,and 4 or 5 in the higheft branches} 
Secondly, There is propoſed to men in the 
preaching of the Goſpel,as motives unto Believing 
every thing in conjunction, that ſeverally prevail 


with men ro do what ever elſe they doin their 


lives: What ever any one doth wirh conſideration, 
he doth it either becauſe its reaſonable & good fer 
him ſoco do,or profirable & advantagious,or plea- 
ſant,or laſtly ,zeceſſury for the avoidance of evil, 
whaever, TI ſay, men do with conſideration, whe- 
ther it be good or evil , whether it be in the works 
of this life, or m things that lead to another ; they 
dd ir from one-or other of the reaſons or motives 
mentioned. And;God-knows, oft-times they are 
very poor and mean in their kind, that men are 
prevailed upon by. How often will men-for 2 
very litole pleaſure, a very little profic be induced 
rodo that which ſhall imbicter their. lives, and 
damn their ſouls. And what induſtry will they 
uſe ro avoid thar which they apprehend evil or 
grievous to them. And any one of theſe is enough 
10 oil the wheels of mens utmoſt endeavours, and 
ſer men at work to the purpoſe. 

" Butnowlll theſe things centre in the propo- 
ſal of the Goſpel, and the command of Believing ; 


and every one of them in: 4 kind, rhar'the whole 


world can propoſe nothing like unto it, 

Fc is the moſt reaſonable thing that can be pro- 
poled to the underſtanting of a man, thar he 
who thr ough hissws default hath loſt that way 
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of bring! to God,and ſaving his own ſoul, 
(er which ends he was made) that he was 
placed in, ſhould accept of, and embrace, 
chat other, bleſſed, eafie, ſafe, excellent way, for 
the attaining the ends mentioned , which God 
in infinite Grace, Love, Mercy, Wiſdom, and 
Righteouſneſs hath found our, and doth propoſe 
unto him. And, 
' Secondly, It is the profitableſt thing that a man 
can poſſibly be invited unto ; if there be any pro- 
fit, or benefit, any advantage in the forgiveneP of 
ſins, in the love and favour of God, ina blefſed 
immorraliry, in eternal glory. And, 

Thirdly, It is moſt pleaſant alſo, ſurely it is a 
pleaſant thing to be brought our of darkneſs into 
bght, out of a dungeon unto a Throne, from 
captivity and ſlavery to Satan and curſed luſts, ro 
the glorious liberry of the children of God,with a 
thouſand heavenly ſweetneſſes not now to be men- 
tioned. And, 

Fourthly, It is ſurely neceſſary,and that not on- 
ly from the command »f God, who hath the Su- 
preme Auchority over us,but alſo indiſpenfibly ſo 
for the avoidance of eternal ruine of body and 
ſoul, Mat. 16.16.1t is conſtantly propoſed under 
theſe terms, believe, or you periſh under the 
weight of the wrath of the great God,and that for 
evermore, 

But now notwithſtanding that all theſe conti- 
derations are preached unto men,and preſſed upon 
them in the Name of the great God from day to 
day, from one year to another ;, yer, as was be- 
fore obſerved, very few there are who ſet their 
S 4 hearts 
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hearts unto them, ſo as to embrace that which 
they lead unto. Tell men cen-thouſand times, that 
this is Wiſdom, yea, Riches, that all their profi 
lies inir,thatthey will afſuredly and exerhally pe- 
riſh,8& thar-ir may be withig a, few hours, if they 
receive notthe Goſpel, aſſure'them thar it is their 
only intereſt and concernment,lert them know that 
God himſelf ſpeaks all this unto them , yet all is 
one, they regard it not, fer northeir hearts unto 
itbut,as 1c were,plainly ſay,We will have nothing 
to do with theſe things ; they will rather periſh in 
their luſts than accept of mercy, | | 
Thirdly, Ic is /-4welling-ſin that both diſena- 
bleth men unto,and hinders them from believing, 
&thar alone, Blindneſs of mind,ſtubbornnels of the 
will, ſenſualiry of the affe&ions, all concur to 
keep poor peri;hing ſouls at a diſtance fromChriR, 
Men are made blizd by {in,and cannot ſee his Ex- 
cellencies,obſtinate and will not lay hold of his 
Righteouſneſs, ſexſelefand take no notice of their 
own eternal concernments. - 

_ Now certainly that which can prevail with 
men wiſe and ſober, and prudent in' othes things, 
tonegle and deſpiſe the love of God, the blood 
of Chriſt, the eternal welfare of their own ſouls, 
upon weak and worthleſs pretences, muſt be ac- 
knowledged to have an aſtoniſhable force and 
efficacy accompanying ir. | 
* Whoſe heart, who hath once heard of the ways 
ofGod, can but bleed to ſee pooy ſouls eternally 
periſhing under a thouſand gracious invitations, 
to accept of mercy and pardon in the blood of 
Chriſt? And can we but be aſtoniſhed at the power 
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of that principle from whence it is, that they 
cun headlong to their own deftruRtion ? And yer 
all chis befals chem from the power and deceit of 
ſi that dwelleth in them. 
- 3» Itisevident intheir rotal Apoſtaſies, Many 
Men not really converted, are much wrought up- 
on by the Word, The Apoſtle tells us, that they 
do clean eſcape them that live in Error,as 2 Pet.2. 
18. They ſeparate zhemſelves from - Idolatry and 
falſe Worſhip,owning and profeſſing the Truth ; 
and they alſo eſcape the pollution of the world,ver. 
20. that is, the corruption that us #n the world, 
through luſt,as he expreſſeth it, chap. 1,verſe 4, 
thoſe-filthy corrupt and unclggn ways, which t he | 
Men of the world, in the p of their luſts, do 
walk and livg in; theſe they eſcape from, in the . 
amend ment of their lives, and ordering of their 
Converlation according to the Convictions which 
they have from- the Word. For ſo he tells us, 
that al}this is brought about, through the know- 
ledge of the Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt , that ' 
is, by the preaching of the Goſpel , they are ſo 
far wrought upon, as to forſake all ways of falſe 
Worſhip, to profeſf the truth, to reform their 
lives, and towalk anſwerable to the Convictions 
that are upon them, | 

By this means do they gain the Reputation of * 
Proteſfors, They have a Name to live, Rev. 3.1. 
and are made partakers of ſome, or all of thoſe 
priviledges of the Goſpel, that are numbred by 
the Apoſtle, Heb.6.4,5- 

It.is notmy preſent buſineſs ro ſhew how far, 
or wherein a Man may be effeftnally wrought upon 
by 
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by the Word, and yet not be really wrought over 
to cloſe with Chriſt ,, or what may bg the wu. 
moſt bounds and limits of a commox work of grace 
upon unregenerate Men ;.It 1s on all hands con. 
feſſed, that it may be carryed on ſo far, that i 
is very difficult ro diſcera between its effets and 
produQtions, and rhoſe of that Grace which is ſpe. 
cial and ſaving. 

But now , notwithſtanding all this, we ſee 
many of theſe daily fall off from God, utterly and 
wickedly ſome into debaucherie and uncleanneſs, 
ſome to worldlineſs and coverouſneſs, ſome to be 
Perſecutors of the Saints, all ro the perdition of 
. their own ſouls. w this comes abour, the 
Apoſtle declares inMar place mentioned ; they 
are, faich he, entangled again ; to entice and en- 
tangle as 1 have {hewed before from Fames 1. 14, 
15.1s the proper work of Indwelling Sin , it is 
that alone which extaxgles the Soul , as the Apo- 
file ſpeaks v. 18. They are allured from their 
' Whole Profeſſion,into curſed Apoſtaſie through the 
luſts of the fleſh, 

It prevails upon them through its deceit and 
power to an utter rel;nquiſhment of their Profeſſi- 
"on ; andtheir whole engagement unto God: And 
this ſeveral ways evinces the greatneſs of its 
ſtrength and efficacy : 

I. In that it giveth ſtop or control unto tha: 
exceeding g reatnefs of powey which is put forth in 
the Word, in their Conyiction and Reformarion. 
We ſee it by experience, that Men are not eaſily 
wrought upon by the Word , the moſt of men cai 
live under the diſpenſation of it all the __ of 

their 
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their lives, and continue as ſenſleſs and ſtupid a 
the ſears they fit upon, or the flint in the Rock 
of Stone. Mighty difficulties, and prejudices muſt 
be conquered, great froaks muſt be given to the 
Conſcience before this can be brought about. I; 
is as the topping of a R:ver in his courſe, and 
turning his ſtreams another way , the hindering 
ofa fone in his falling downwards, or the turn- 
ing away of the wild Aſs, when furiouſly ſer to 
purſue his way, as the Prophet ſpeaks, Jer.2. 24. 
to turn Men from their corrupt ways, ſins and 
pleaſures, to make them pray, faſt, hear, and do 
many things contrary to the Principle of fleth, 
which is ſecretly predominant in them, willingly 
and gladly : to cauſe them 10 profeſs Chriſt and 
the Goſpel, it may be under ſome tryals and re- 
proaches, to give them Z:ght ro ſee into ſundry 
myſteries, and gifts for the diſcharge of ſundry 
duties ; to make dead, blind, ſenſlefs Men,to walk, 
and talk, and do all the outward offices and du- 
ties of living and healthy Men; with the like 
attendencies of Conviction and Reformation, are 
the effets and produfts of mighty power and 
firength. Indeed the power that the Holy Ghoſt 
purs forth by the word, in the ſtaggering and 
conviftion of ſinners,in the wakring of their Con- 
ſciences, the enlightening of their minds, the 
changing of their affeRions, the awing of their 
tjearts, the reforming of their [ives,and compelling 
them to duties, 5 unexpreſhible. 

Brit now, unto all theſe is there check and con- 
trol given by Indwelling Sin, It prevails againſt 
this whole work of the Spirir by the Word, with 

| all 
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all the advantages of Provideatial Diſpenſations, 


in Aﬀfiictions and - Mercies, wherewith it is at- BW 


rended, When Sin is once; enraged, all- theſe 
things become but like the withs.& cords. where. 
with Sampſon was bound before his head was 
ſhaven : Cry butto it, the Philiftines are upon 
thee, here is a ſubtle, a ſuitable temptation, now 
ſhew thy ſtrength and efficacy, all theſe things 
become like Towe that have [melt the fire, Con- 
ſerence is ſtifled, Reputation in the Church of God 
deſpiſed, Light ſupplanted, the smpreſſions of the 
Word caſt off,” convittions digeſted, Heaven and 
Hell are deſpiſed , Sin makes its way through all, 
and utterly turns the Soul from' the good and 
right ways of God. Sometimes - it doth this 
ſubrilly by zmperceptible degrees, taking off all 
force of former impreilions from the Spirit,by the 
Word, ſullying Conſcience by degrees, hardning 
the Heert,and making ſenſual he Aﬀections by 
various workings,that the poof backſlider ia beart 
fcarce knows what © he is doing, until- he be 
come to” the very botcom of all impiery,profane- 
neſs, and enmity againſt God. Sometimes falling 
In conjuntion'with ſome vigoroue temptation, il 
ſuddenly, and ar once plunges rhe Soul into a 
courſe ofalienation from God, and the profeſlton 
of his ways. 

2, j takes them off from thoſe hopes of Heaven, 
which upon their Convictions, Obedience, and 
temporary Faith or believing,th:y had attained. 
There is 4 general hope of Heaven, or art leaſt of 
the eſcaping of Hcll,of an untroubleſome immort 4- 
ktyin the moit ſotriſh and ſtupid Souls in the 
{1 World, 
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World, who either by tradition or inftruion 

from the Word; are perſwaded that there is ano- 

ther ſtate of things ro.come after this life ; bur ir 

isin #ncorvinced,” unenlighrened Perſons, a dull, 

ſenſeleſs, unafteRing thing, that - hath no other 
hold upon them, nor power in them, bur only to 

keep them free from the trouble and perplexity 

of contrary thoughts and, apprehenſions. The 
matfer is otherwiſe with them who by the 
Word are ſo wrought upon as we have before 
declared , their hope of Heaven and a bleſſed Im- 
mortality is oft-times accompanied with great 
jojes, and exultations, and is a relief unto them, 
under and againſt the worſt of their fears and- 
trials ; It is ſuch, as they would. nor part withal 
for allthe World', and upon all occaſtons they 
retreat in their minds unto it, for comfort and 
relief, 

Now all this by the Power of Sin are they 
prevailed” withal r6 forgo. Let Heaven go if 
it will,a blefſed Tmmortality wid#the enjoyment: 
of God himſelf, Sin muſt be ſerved} and proviſion 
made to-fulfil the laſts thereof, 

:\If a Man, in the things of- this World, had 
ſuch a hope of a large Inheritance, of a King- . 
dom, as wherein he 1s fatisfred- thar- tt will not 
fail him, but that in the 1fſue he ſhall ſurely - enjoy 
Ir, and lead-an happy and a glorious lifein the 
poſſeſſion of it many- dayes; if one ſhould-goto 
bim and tell him, Ir is true, the Kingdom you 
look for is an ample and honourable Dominion, 
full of al] gocd things defirable, and you. may 
attain it ; tut com?, caſt away al} hopes and ex- 


pe@ations 


_— 
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peRations of it, and come joyn with Me in the 
ſervice and ſlavery of ſuch or ſuch an oppreſling 
Tyrant, Youwill eaſily grant-; he muſt haye 
ſome ſtrange bewitching power with him, that 
ſhould prevail with a Man in his wits to follow 
tus advice, 

Yer thus it is, and muth more ſo in the cal 
we baye in hand. Sin it ſelf cannot deny, bu 
that the Kingdom of Heaven which tbe Soul is in 
hope and expeCtation of, is glorious and. excel. 
lent, nur doth ic go about 10. convince bim; that 
his thoughts of « are vain, and ſuch as will de- 
ceive him, bur plainly prevails with him to 
caſt away his hopes, to deſpiſe his Kingdom 
thar he was in expeation--of, and that upon 


no. other motive but thar he may ſerve ſome 


worldly, cruel, or filchy and ſenſual luſt ; Cer- 
rainly here lies a ſecret efficacy, whoſe depths 
cannot be fathomed. 

3- The Apoſtle manifeſts che. power of the 
entanglements' of fin in and-upon Apoſtates, in 
thac it turns thera off from the way w4 righteouſ- 
neſs after they have known'it, 2'Pet.2.21, It will 
be found at rhe laſt day an evil thing and 4 bitter, 
that Men live all their days in the fervice of fin, 
ſelf, and the World, refuſing to make any tr:al 
of the ways of God whereunto they are invited 
though they bave no experience of their exccl- 
lency, beauty, pleaſantneſs, ſafety, yet havin 


evidence brought unto them from God himſelf, 
that they are fo, the refuſal of them will, I ſay, 
be birrernefs in the latter end. Burt their con- 
dition is yet far worſe,who as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, 

having 


F 


_ a 
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having krown the way of righteonſnefs,are by the 
power of /ndwelling $5 turned afide from the 
hely Commandment, To leave God for the 
Devil, after a Man hath made ſome trial of him 
and his ſeryice; Heaven for Hell, aftera Man 
hah had ſome chearing, refreſhing thoughts of 
it, che fellowſhip of the Saints, for an Alebouſe 
or a brothel-houſe , after a man hath been ad- 
mitted unto their Communion, and taſted of the 
pleaſaninefs of it, to leave walking in pure, clear. 
freight paths, to wallow in mire, draughts and 
filth, this will be for a /amentation;, Yet this 
doth fin prevail upon Apoſtates unto ,_and that 
againſt all their Light, Conviction, Experiences, 
Profeſlions, Engagements, or whatever may be 
ſfirong upon them to keep them to the known 
ways of Righteouſneſs, 

. 4+ Ir evinces its ſtrength in them by pre- 
vailing with them unto & total remmciation 
God as revealed in Chriſt, and the Power of all 
Goſpel-Truth, in the Sin agginſt the Holy Ghoſt. 
Ido not now preciſely determine what is the 
Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt , nor wherein it dotty 
oak, There aredifferent apprehenfions uf it q 
all agree in this , that by it an end is put to. all 
detdings between God and Man in a way of Grace. 
It 54f1n unto:death. And this doth the hardneſs 
and blindneſs of many Mens hearts bring them 
to , they are by them at length ſer out of the 
reach'of Mercy. They chuſe to have no more to do 
with God; and God ſwears that they ſhall never 
enter into his Reſt. So Sir brings forth death. 


A Man by it, is brought to renounce the End for 
which 


3 
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which he was made , wilfully to rejeRt the Means 
of his coming to the enjoyment of God, to pro- 
vake him to his face , and fo to periſh in his Re- 
bellion. * # 

I have not mentioned theſe-things, as though 
I hoped by them to ſer out to the full the power 
of Indwelling Sin in unregenerate Men, only by 
a few Inftances I thought to give a glimpſe of It; 
He that would have a tuller view of it, had need' 
only to oper: hs eyes, to takea lintle view- of that 
wickedneſs which reigneth, yea ragerh. all the 
World over. Let him confider:the prevailin 
_ flood of the things: mentibned by Paulro be the 
fraits of the fleſh, Gal.5. 19,20,21. that is, among 
the Sons of Men, 1n al] places, Nations, Cities, 
Towns, Pariſhes ; and then let him add” there- 
unto but this one conſideration, that the World; 
which is full of the ſteam, filch, and blood of 
theſe abominarions, as- to their outward aRings 
of them, is a Pltaſant Garden,a Paradiſe, com- 
pared to the heart of Man, - wherein they -are all 
conceived, and hourly m:l/cons of more vile' abo- 
minations, which being ſtifled in the 'wombz by 
ſome of the wayes: before inſiſted 'on,: they are 
never able to bring forth te light; '- Ler-2: Man 
I ſay ufing the Law for his Light and Rule, rake 
this courſe, and if he have any ſpiritual: diſcern- 
ing, he may quickly attain ſatisfaction in *this 
matter, : 


And 1 ſhewed in the entrance of this diſcourſe, 
how: this conſideration doth fully confirm the 
Truth propoled: 


CHAP, 
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[earns 


pro. CHAP. XVII. 
Re- 


The ſtrength of Sin Evidenced from its Rep 
ſfiſtance unto the power of the Law. 


ower R 
! by. T HE meaſure of the ſtrength of any Perſor, 
it; or defenced City , may be well raken from the 
need Meppoſitior: that they are -able to withſtand , andnot 
that We prevailed againſt, If we hear of a City that 
_ the {hath endured «4 /ong ſiege from a potent Pres 
ling Wand yer is nortaken or conquered , whoſe walls 
the have endured great batteries, and are not de- 


moliſhed , though we have never ſeen the place, 
yeewe conclude it ſtrong , if not impregnable; 
And this Conſideration will alſo evidence the 


rid; MWpower and ſtrength of /ndawelling-fin , it is able to 
| of {Mhold out , andnotonly to live , bur alſo to ſecure 


its reign and dominion againſt very ftrong oppoſi- 
1107 that 15 made untoit; 
I ſhall inſtance only in the oppoſition that is mats 
bo- {Minto it , by the Law, which 1s oft-timmes great and 
by Wrerrible , alwayes fruitleſs ; all its aſſaults are born 
are Wby it, and it is not prevailed againſt. There are 
ſan Wſundry things wherein the Law oppoſeth it ſelf to : 
ke Win , and the power of it. As, 
mn- WM Firſt, It diſcove?5 it , ſinin-the Soul is like a ſe- 
his I cret he;cal diſtemper in the body , its being #11- 
known and unperceived, is one great means ofits 
e, WW prevalency; Or as Traytors in a Civil Stare, 
he WU whileft they lye hid, they vigorouſlycarry on their 
deſign. The greateſt part of Men in rhe World, 
P. WO know nothing of this ſickneſs , yea death of their 
v0uls, Though they wy been tavphe TO 


| 
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of the doftrine of it , yet they know nothing of ii 
power. They\know it not ſo , as'to deal withii 
as their mortal Enemy, As a Man, whatever hel; 
<cold+,.cannot be ſaid ro know, that he hath x 
befical Feaver , if he love his life , - and ſet ng 
himſelf to ſtop its progreſs. 

This then the Law doth, it dsſcovers this enemy 
it. convinceth the ſoul that there is ſuch a traity 
harbouring in his boſome ,. Rom. 7. 7. Thad m 
known ſin but by the Law, for 1had not known luſ, 
except the Law had ſaid , Thou ſhait non cover.| 
had not known it, that is, fully, clearly, diſtinRy, 
Conſcience will ſomewhat tumuityuate about it ; by 
a man cannot know it clearly and diſtyictly tron 
thence. Ir gives a man ſucha ſightof it, as th: 
blind man had in the Goſpel upon the firſt rouc 
of his eyes, He ſaw men like trees walking , 0 
fcurely, confulcdly, but when the Law comes, tha 
gives the ſoul 4 d:ſtinit ſro bt of this #1awelling-ſu, 
Again , Thad not known it , that is , the depths d 
it, the root,the habitual inclination of my nature 
fn, which 1s here called luſt , as itis. by 7am; 
chap. 1. 14. I bad not known it , or not known ii 
to be {in , but by the Law. | 

_ > This then the., Law . doth , 1; draws out this 
Traitoy from its ſecrer lurking places, the intimat: 
receſſes of:the ſoul... . A man &hen the Law come; 

| is no more ignorant.of his enemy. ik be will nov 

- periſh by him, 4r is @penly and knowingly, he car- 

-Rot buy {ay.thahghe Law warned him ot him , dil- 
comey him nato. him, yea, and:raifed a copcour/e 
about 'himz 1n the} foul of varicus attections , as an 
\'Offcer doth,,,.chat diſcovers, a- Thief or Robber, 

. . calling our:ſox alliſtance to apprehend. him. - 

| . = © -Secondly, 
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Secondly , The Law not only 4:/covers fin, but 
diſcovers it to be 2 very bad 7nmate , dangerous, 
r bekeſÞ yea , pernicious to the ſoul. Row. 7. 13. Was the 
ath aj chat which 5s good ( thatis , the Law ) made death 
ſet nM unto me f God forbid. But ſin, trat it might appear 


ſin, working death in me bythat which us good,that 
fonby the commanitlrent might become exceeding 
ſmful;There are many things in this verſe wherein 
weare not at preſent concerned, ihat which I only 
aim at., is,the manifeſtation of tin by the Law , it 
appears to be fin , and the maniteſtation of it in its 
own colours , it avpears to be exceeding ſinful, 
The Law gives the foul to know the filth and guzle 
of this [dwelling-ſin , how great they are , how 
vile it is; what an abominacion, what an enmity to 
God, how hated of him , the foul ſhall never more 
look upon It as A ſn all mattcy , what thoughts 
foever ir had of it brfore , whereby 1t 1s greatly 
fſurprized; , 

As a man that finds himſelf ſomewhat diſtem- 
pered , ſending for a Phyſician 0i Skill ,, when he 
comes , requires his judgement of his diſtemper; 
He conſidering his condition , tells him , Alas, I 
am ſorry for you , the cale is tar otherwiſe with 
you than you imagine , your 4;ſeaſe is mortal, and 
it hath proceeded ſo far prefling upon your fpirits, 
and infe&ting the whole maſs of your blood, that I 
doubt unleſs moſt effeRual remedies be uſed ; you 
- will live bur a. very few hours. _ 

So is it in this caſe , a man may have ſotffe trou- 
ble in his mind and conſcience about Inawelling-ſing 
he finds all not well , as it ſhould be with him, more 
from the effeU&s of fin , and its continual eruptionsg 


than the nature of it , which he hopes ro wreitle 
TA ww Arh< 


\ 
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withall : but now when the Law comes, that lets 
che ſoul know, that its diſeaſe is deadly and mortal, 
that ic fs exceding ſinful , as being the root and 
cauſe of all his alienation from God , and thus alf, 
the Law proceeds againſt it. 

Thirdly , The Law juzgeth the perſon , or lets 
the ſinner plainly know what he 1s to expe upon 
the account of this fin, This 1s the Laws proper 
work, its diſcovering property is but preparative 
to its judging. The Law isir felf, when itis in 
the Throne. Here it minceth not the marter with 
ſinners, as we uſe to do one with another , bu 
tells him plainly , Thou art the man, in whom this 
exceeding *ſinful fin doth dwell, and you muf 
anſwer for the guile of it. And this, methinks, 
if any thing , ſhould rouze up a man to ſer himſelf 
In oppolirion to it , yea, utterly to deſtroy it. The 
Law lets him know that upon the account of this 
ſin, he is obnoxious to the curſe and wrath 
of the great God againſt him, yea, pronounceth 
the ſentence of everlaſting condemnation upon 
him upon that account-: abide in this ſtate and 
periſh ,- is its language. It leaves not the ſoul 
without this warning in this world, and will leave 
it wirhout e:vcuſe on that account in the world to 
come. 

Fourthly , The Law fo follows onits ſentence, 
thatit d5fquictsand affrights the ſoul , and ſuffers 
in not to enioy the leaſt reſt or quietneſs in kat- 
bouring its ſinful inmate. When ever rhe ſoul bath 
indulged.ro its commands , made provilion for it, 
immediately the Law flies upoz it , with the wrath 

- and terrour ofthe Lord, makes it quake and trem- 
: Ble;It ſhall hive no reſt, bur is like a poor beaſt _ 
he 


/ 
Power of Six in reſiſting the Law, 287 


hath a deadly arrow ſticking in its fides,that-makes 
it reſtleſs where ever it is, and whatever it doth. 
Fifthly , The Law ſtays not here , bur aHo it 
s the ſoul, Rom. 7. 3: that is , by.its conviction 
of the nature, power,znd deſert of this -nawelling- 
fi , itdeprives him in whom it is of all that Life of 
felf-righteouſneſs and hope, Which formerly he ſu- 
ſtained” himfelf- withall +: It leaves him a5 & poor, 
dead, helptefs , hopeleſscreature. - And all this in 
the purſuit of that oppoſizibn that it makes againſt 
this fin.'May we not now expeR, that the power of 
it will be queſled, and its'ſtrengih broken ;' that it 
will die- away before theſe ſtrokes of'/the Law of 
Ged;but theturh is, ſach is its power atid ffrength, 
that it is'quire'otherwiſe; like him whomthe Poers 
feign tobe born ofrhe Earth-, when ohe thought to 
OY caſting hit'en-the:ground , by every 
fall he recovered new ſtrerigrh , and was more 
vigorous thin formerly : $01s it with'all the falls 
and repulſes that are given to Idwelling-fin by the 
Eaw. For, © | | | 
Firft;-It isnot conquered: A conqueſt infers two 
things in reſpeR of the conquered ; Firſt, Toſs of 
Domirizon; and ,Tecondly, toſs of ſtrenpth. Where 
ever any ope-is conquered ,.he is diſported* of both 
theſe!" Helſeth both hisaurhoricy and his power. 
50 the ſtrong man-arrhed”, being prevailed againſt, 
he is-bownd,, and his goods are ſpoiled. But now 
neither”-6f theſe befalls Indwelling-fin by the al- 
faults-of the Law , ir-loſeth nov one jor of its 
dominion nor ſtrength by all the blows that are gji- 
ven unto it. The Law cant do this thing, Row. 
8. 3. 1t cannot. deprive fin of its power ard d-- 
minion 4 for he that is unadc; 8: L.w i ails Kite Þ 
Raj Gi 
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ſr ; that 1s, what ever.;power the Law gets upon 
the conſcience of a man, ſo that he fegarst9 ſin,left 
che ſentence and curſe of 4r ſhould befal] him, yet 
jin ſtil] r1eg15 and rulegin his heart; Therefore ſaith 
the Apoſtle, Row,f. 144Sit ſpall not have dowiniag 
over you, for you are yat under the Law bit under 
Grace; inamating plainly.that though.a, Perſon be 
'm never ſo much lubjc&ion tothe Auhore y. of the 
Law.yetchaywill nozexemprt and'acquit birt from 
the dowminjon of finer Y gaiy nhe Law!by all irs work 
upon-the Soul ,- 1nitead, of {xceing apd acquitting t 
from7he remgu of fin and bandage me. ir, doth 
accidentally;greaily increaſc. 1s mifixy . and. bon- 
dage:. As: the ſentence of the Judge on _— Bench 
againſt a. Maletactor .adds 10 his IGFYa The 
Soul 45, under the dominios: of fm , and Jb,amay be, 
abides.in its wofull ,copdizon in; much ſecurity; 
fearing neither SIN - nor'; Judgemersyc, The Law 
ſetting upon'him in this condicion, by alt the Way 
forementioned , brings big: i incogrea; ifouble and 
perplexity , (ear and rerrour, but delpers, hin 
#ot at 4f}.; $0 that it 1s, with the Saul ; 1254 was 
with che 1ſ;aelites when doſes bal.drlivered his 
Meſſage unto Pharaoh they were, fo tar from 
getting liberty, by  it.,; charghcis honfags WAS 1N- 
crealed.and they found thas (they Weng wda wer y (vi! 
caſe , Exod, 5. 17. yea 2nd we ſhall fe ,:that a 
doth like Pharaob . finding, izs 'rgle- diſturbed , 
grows gore outragiouſly oppreſſive. , 'and Joie 
the bondage. of their Souls. ; This is not then the 
work of the Law to deſtroy fin , or depgive it of 
that dominion which it hath. by nature. 

Nor doth it by all thefe ſtroaks of the Law loſe 
any thi ing of its Fengeh.. It--cpntinues both its 

au:horiry 


/ 
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auhoriry and its force ; It is*neither.deſtx6yet; 
nor weakned,3 Yea {7 91 912 0. 1.512 £ 
Secondly, Teis fo far from being conquered; thi®? 
it is only. enraged, The whole work of the KaW; 


- - 


doch only provoke and entage'fin; and caſo it gs ip! 
bach opportuniry, ro pur ont its rengelywith ai6#e: 
power and vigour atid force than formerly +" Fhis 
the Apoſtle ſhews ar large, Rom.7:9, 10,1 11,233; 
But you wilHay , Do we'not fee ir by expeti- 
ence; that many-are wrought upon by the preach-! 
ing of the Law to. a relinquiſhment of many (ms, 7 
ind amendment ofgheir Lives, and to +.great;con-" 
tending. againſt the 'Eruprions- of thoſe other g6x- 
ruptions which they cannot yet. mortifie , - addcit- 
cannot be\denyed-; bur thar great is the powerafid: 
efficacy of the Law;.when:preached-and applyed 10- 
the Conſcience'in a due'manner-: I anſwer, + | 
Firſt, It is acknowledged , that very great and: 
eſfetual 15 the power ofthe Law! of: God. Greir 
are the effe&s that are wrought-by. it; ant{it:thall: 
ſurely accomplith. 'every.eud for 'which of God it 
s appointed. But yerthe ſuvdutg of ſr, is none of: 
its work ,-.it ts not defigned oi God:unts tharpurs. 
poſe, and therefore it is no difhonour;at'ir camgt 
do that which is not its. proper-wotk, Rome!8;53%; 11 
Secondly , Whatever ettects ir have 'uporfome ; 
yet we ſeethatin the moſ#,, ſuchy is the power und 
preyalency of {in', that it takes/no impreſlion arait 
upon, them. +» May: you not ſee every where mety 
living. many. years in Congregations -where: cel 
Law i power fully preached , andapplyed unto-the 
Conſciences as to all the ends and purpoſes. tor: 
which the Lord-.is. pleaſed ro make uſe of it ,, an 
nor -once;be moved by it.; that receive ng more: 
| F.6 impreji! n 
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impreGion frotuthe ftroaks of it, than blows wikf pi 
a ſtraw would give to an Adqmant, They ar: 

neither convenced by it, nor terrifyed , Hor awed, 
pegenraegs but: continue deaf , ignorant , fen-M1; 
leſs, e, as ifthey had never beentold ofthe; 
Suile of fin,or terrour of the Lord. Such as theſe are 


Congregations full of, who proclaim the :riun- 


phing power of {in,over the diſpenſation of the Law, 
© Therdly,When any of the Effects mentioned ar: 
wrought , it is not from the power of the letter of 
the Law,but from the actual efficacy of the Spirit of 
God, putting forth his vertue & power for that end 
and purpoſe; And we deny not but that the Spirit of 
the! Lord is able to-reſtrain and quell the power of 
Ib when he pleaſeth, and ſome wayes whereby he 
is pleaſed ſotodo we haveformerly conſidered. Bu, 
Fourthly ,, Notwithſtanding all that may be ob- 
ſerved of the power of the Law-upon the Souls of 
Men, yes it 15 moſt evident that Luft is not congue- 

red, nor ſubdued., nor mortified by it. For, 
_ Farſt, Though the courſe of ſin may be repelled 
for a {caſon by the diſpenſation of the Law, yer the 
Spring and Fountain of it,is not dryed up thereby, 
Though it withdraws and hides it ſelf for-a ſeafon, 
ſt isas 1. have elſewhere ſhewed , but to ſhift out of 
z ftorm, and then to return again. As a Travailer, 
in his way meeting with a violent ſtorm of thunder 
and rain,immediately turns out of his way,to ſome 
Houſe or Tree for his ſhelter , but yet this cauſeth 
him not to geve' oper bu Fourney, fo ſoon as the 
torm is over , he returns to his way and progreſs 
again. So 15 1t with Men im bondage unto fin: They 
#e'in_ a courſe of purſuing their luſts , the Law 
meets with them ina ſtorm of chunder and light- 
| - | nug 
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FE ning from Heaven, terrifies and hinders them in 


their way ; this turns them for a ſeaſor out of their 
courſe, rhey wiltrun to prayer or amendment of 
life,for ſome ſheker from the ftorm of wrath which 
is feared coming upon their Conſciences. But is 
their courſe ſtopped , are their Principles altered ? 
not at all , ſo ſoon as the ſtorm is over , that they 
begin to wear out that ſenſe and the terrour that 
was upon them, they return to their former courſe, 
inche ſervice of fin again. This was zhe ſtate with 
Pharaoh once and again. 

Secondly, Tn ſuch ſeaſons fin is not conquered but 
diverted, Whenit ſeems to fall under the power 
of the Law , indeed it is onby t#rzed into a new 
channel], ir is not dryed up. If you go and ſet a 
damm againſt the ſtreams of a River,thar you ſuffer 
no water to paſs in the old courſe and channel, bur 
it breaks out another way, and turnsall its ftreams 
ina new courſe, you will not ſay you have dryed up 
that River ;, though ſome that come and look into. 
the old channel may think perhaps that the waters” 
ae utterly gone; ſo is it in this caſe, rhe ſtreams of 
ſin it may be run in open ſenſuality, and: profane- 
neſs,in drunkenneſs and vitiouſneſs,the preaching of 
the Law ſets a damm againſt theſe courſes, Con- 
ſcience is terrified, and the Man dares not walk 1n 
the wayes wherein he hath been formerly ingaged; 
His Companions in fin not finding him in his o/d 
ayes begin to [augh athim, a; one that 1s converted 
and growing preciſe , Proteſſors themſclves begin 
to be perſwaded , that the-work of God 15 upon his 
heart, becauſe they ſee his old ftreams dryed up; but 
if there have been only a work, of the Law upon 
him , there is a dz7:z pur to his courſe ; bur the 
ep7t of | 
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Spreng-of fin 1s not dryed up, only the ſtreams of it 
are turned another -way : It may be the Man iS 
fallen upon other more ſecret , or more ſpiritual 
{ins or if he be beat from them ao , the whole 
ſtrength of luſt and fin will rake vp its relidencein 
ſelf-rightcouſneſs , and pour out thereby as filthy 
ſtreams as in any other way whatever. $o that 
notwithſtanding the whole work of the Law upon 
the Souls of Men, Indwelling-ſin will keep alzve in 
them ftill, which is another evidence of its great 
power and ſtrength. 

I thall yer touch upon ſome ather evidences of 
the ſame truth , thar I have under: conſideration; 
but.1 ſhall be brief in tfem : In the next place then, 
the great endeavours. of e Men 1gnorant of the 
Righteouſneſs of Chriſt for the ſubduing and. mor- 
tifying of fin, whichare all fruicleſs, do evidence 
the great frengch and power of it. 

Men who haieno ftrength agninſt ſin,may yet be. 
made (enſible of the ſtrength of ſin, The way where- 
by tor-che moſt parc-they come tothac knowlede,! 
is by ſome previous ſenſe thar they-thave. of the 
guilt of fin, This Men have by the:-Light of their 
Conlciences, they cannot ayoid it ; This is not a 
thing in their choyce, whether they will ox no,th2y 
cannot bur know. fin to b2-evil,and that ſuch an evil 
that 'renders them | obnoxious tothe Judgement of 
God... This galls the Minds, and: Conſciences ct 
ſome ſo far , as that they -are kept; in awe ,; and 
dare.not fin as they. would, Being-.awed with a 
ſenſe ofthe guilt of fin,and theterrour of the Loges 
Men begin to endeavour to: #bftain  from-ſin ,. 
leaſt from ſuch figs as they haye been mot ter ried 
about, Waileſt they havethus deiign m band, the 


ſtrength 
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ftrength and power of ſin begins to diſcovef it ſelf 
untochem ; They begin to finde that there is ſome- 
Hal thing in them: , that 1s not in their own power, for 
tole ngwithſtanding their reſolutions and purpoſes, 
cn Wthey ſr fl; andrhat 6 ,or in ſuch a manner , as 
thy WWthat:cheir Conſciences iriform them that they muſt 
hat Wiherefore perith eternally. This puts them onſelf- 
>ON WM endeavonrs to ſupprefs the eruption of ſin,becauſe 
1 Whey cannot be quiet unleſs ſorhey do;nor have any 
<= I reſt or peace within... /Now being ignorant of that 
only way whereby ſin is to be mortified , thar is by 
of Wl the Spirir of Chriſtxhey fix on many wayes intheir 
"; Wh own:ftrength ro ſuppreſs it 4:if not to flay it ,, as 
1, I being-ignorant- of char: 'only way whereby Con- 
he {crences burthened\ with the guilt- of fin-may be pa- 
- Wh aired; 2haris by the blood of Chriſt ; they \endea- 
© WW vout: by © many other wayes to accompliſh that end 
18 vaim;for 66 Mari by any ſelf-endexvours can qb- 
x i rainpeace with God: "Some of tht wayes whereby 
they endeavour to ſuppreſs the power of {in,which 
caſts, them into an? uiſquiet condition , and their 
inſvificiency for thar end /we muſt look into. 
Flr ſt, They will promiſe and'bind themſelves by 
Fows trom thoſe ſins;-which they have been moſt 
lableunts, and folhave beer moſt perplexed with- 
all..The Pſalmiſt thewsrhis co be one grear Engine 
whereby falfe and hypocritical Perſons dyendeavour 
to-extricate and deliver-chemfelyes out of trouble 
and perplexiry;They make Promiſes to God; which 
he calls, flattering him with the lips, Plal. 78. 36. 
So 18'it in this caſe ; being freſhly palled with the ' 
guilr of any fin-, that by the power of their remp- 
tations, they,it may be, have frequently been over- 
taken in,they vow and promiſe,thatat leaſt for ſome 
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ſsch ſpuce of time as they will limit, "they willnalþ 


commit that fin again , and this courſe of proceed. Wm: 


ing is preſcribed unto them by ſome who pretend 


todire& their Conſciences in this Duty .Conſcieng My 


of this , now makes them watch aver themſelves x 
to the outward aR of the fin that they are 'galled 
with , and fo it hath one of theſe-two effects , fat 
either they do abſtain from it ſor the time they hay 
prefixed;'or they do not :If they do not, as ſeldom 
they do, eſpecially if ir be a-ſin that hath a peculiar 
root in their nature and-confteurion,, and 1s 1m- 
proved: by cyſtom into.an habit; iFany ſuuablerem- 
pration be preſemed;unta them-z their (in-is increx 
ſed, and therewith their terrour, and they are wo- 
fully diſcouraged in making any,oppaſition to fin, 
and therefore for the. mgſt part 'after- oneoritwo 
vain attempts,o0x more i.may-be,knowing no-other 
way to morrife {in,bur this of vowsrg agailt ir,and 
keeping of that, Yow in their own ttrength , chey 
Sive over" all conteſts, and become wholly the ſer- 
vants of ſin, being 'bounded- only. by outward con- 
fideraciong ,, without any &rious'endeavours for a 
recovery, Or Secondly, ſyppoſetbatrhey bave ſuc- 
ceſs in their Reſolutionsand-do-abſtain from aQtual 
ſins their appointed ſeaſon; commonly one. of theſe 
rwothings enſue, either they hink that they have 
well diſchargedtheir Duty,and To may zlitlenow, 
atleaſt for a ſeaſon, indulge to their corruptions,and 
luſts, and ſo are entangled'againinthe ſameſnares 


of fin as formerly ;.'or elſe they reckon rhat their 
vow and promiſe hath preſerved them,and fo ſacrs- 
fice to their own net and drag , ſetting up a Righ- 
reouſneſs of their own againſt the grace of God; 


which is ſo far from weakning Judwelling-ſw, that 
it 
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al na; frengthens is in the root and Principle , that it 
oceed. Mmay hereafter reign in the Soul in ſecurity, Or 
r the moſt , the beft fucceſs that can be imagined 
unto this way of dealing with ſin,is but the reſtrain-" 
ng of ſome outward eruptions of it , which tends 
nothing to the weakning of its power., and there- 
fore ſuch perſons by all their endeavours are very 
far from being freed from the inward toy/ing,burn- 
ing, diſquieting, perplexing power of fin. And this 
uliar is the ſtate of moſt Men that are kept in bondage 
* 1- under the power of convi&ion ; Hell , Death, and 
tem the Wrath of God are continually preſented unto 
oVea- BY their Conſeiences ; this makes them labour with all 
"Wo I their ſtrength againſt that in fin which moft eri- 
fin; rageth their Conſciences, and moſt increaſeth their 
Two i fears , that is the a&#xal eruption of it ; for , for the 
cher WH moſt part while they are freed from that , they are 
and W fafe; though in the mean rime,fin lye tumultuating 
hey W in and defiling of the heart continually. As with 
ſer- WF running fores , outward repelling medicines may 
on- I $kin them over , and hinder their corruption from 
r 2 i coming forth ; but the iſſue of them is , that th 
uc- BW cauſethem to feſter inwardly;and ſo prove, rhoug 
ual It may be not ſo noy/ome abi nlive as they were 
ele Wl before, yer far -more danger }1s it with this 
1c Wl repelling of the power of c 10n by Mens 
W, 8 Yows, of promiſes againſt it , external eruptions 
od WF arc it may be reſtrained for a ſeaſon; but the zn- 
© WW ward root and principle is not weakned in the leaft. «+ 
ir WF And moſt commonly this is the iſſue of this way; 


i- © that fe having gotten more ftrength, and being 
1- W enraged by 'irs reſtraint , breaks all its bounds, - 
J, and captiyates the Soul unto all filthy abominari- 


- ons; which is the Principle as was 'betore ob- 
| ſerved 


296 Power of Sin in reſiting the Law. 
ſerved of moſt of the vi/ible Apoſtaſies whichy 
havein the World , 2 Per.'2, 19, 20. 

The Holy Ghoſt compares ſinners , becauſe « 
the odrows, fierce , poyſonous nature of this 1, 
dweling-ſin,unto Lyons, Bear's,and Aſps, 1ſa. 11.6 
78,9. Now this 1s the ex cellency of Golpel-grac; 
that ir changes the Nature and inward Principl 
of theſe otherwiſe paſlionate and- untamed Beaſk 
making the Wolf as the Kd, the Lyon as the Lan, 
and the Bear as the Cow, When this 1s eftecte( 
they may ſafely be truſted in ; a lsttle Childe ma 
lead them : Burt thele ſelf- engeavours do nut: 
all change the Nature , but reſtrain their outwai 
violence : He that rakes a Lyon , or a Wolf , arc 
{[ruts him -up from ravening , whileſt 'yet bis is 
ward violence remains , may well expect thatz 
one time or other they will break their bonds, and 
fall ro their former wayes of rapine and violence 
However , ſhutting them up , doth not as we ſer, 
change their Natures , but only reſtrain their rag: 
irom doing open ſpoyl. So it is in this cale ; it | 
Grace alone that changeth the heart , and take 
away that poyſon; and. fiercerteſs that is i 
them by nature ; aifens ſe/f-endeavours do br 
coerce thenay o ſome outward eruptions 
hy 

Secondly , Beyond bare Vows and Phomiſes witi 
ſome watchfulneſs to obſerverhem in a rational ul: 
. of ordinary means,Men have pur, and ſome do ye! 
put themſelves on extraordinary wayes of moriiy- 
ing fin. This is the foundation of all that hath « 
fhew of Wiſdom and Religion \n the Papacy ; their 
- hours of Frayer , Faſtings , their immuring and 


eloyſtering themlelves , their Pilgrimages , Penan- 
, Ct 5, 
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ch m ces, and ſelf-corturing Diſcipline , "ſpring all from 
this root. I ſhall not ſpeak ot the 1nnamerable evils 
le of that have attended theſe ſelf-invented wayes of 
IS 1 Mortification , and how they all of them have been 
11.08 turned into means, occaſions , and advantages of 
finning ; nor of the horrible hypocriſie which evi- 
dently cleaves unto _the moſt of their Obſervers; 
nor of that ſuper ſtit:on which gives life to them all, 
being a thing rivered in the natures of ſome, and 
their conſtitutions, fixed on others by inveterate 
prejudices ; and the ſame+by others taken up for 
ſecular advantages; but I will ſuppoſe the beſt that 
can be made of it, and it will be found to be a ſelf- 
invented deſign of Men ignorant of the Righte- 
ouſneſs of God , to give a check to this power of 
Indwelling-ſin whereof we ſpeak, And it's almoſt 
incredible, what fearfull ſe/f-macerations, and hor- 
rible ſufferings this deſign hath carryed Men out 
uno : And undoubtedly their blind zeal and ſu- 
per ſtition will riſe in judgement , and condemn the 
horrible ſloth and negligence of che moſt of them 
to whom the Lord hath granted the ſaving Light « 
of the Goſpel. But what is the end of theſe things ? 
The Apoſtle in brief gives us an account ; Rom. 9g. 
31, 32. They attain not the Righteouſncſs aimed at, 
they come ngt up untoa contormity to the Law; 
ſin i not mortified; no nor. the power of ir 
weakned ; but what it loſerh in ſenſual, in carnal 
Ji pleaſures, it takes up with great advantage , in 


blindneſs , darkneſs , ſuperſtition, ſelf-righreouſ- 
I « nels, and ſoul-pride, contempt of the Goſ- 
in” pel, ard the r18hteoutnels of it , and reigns no 
and leſs, than in the moſt profligate Gnners in the 
44 World, 
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Laſtly, The ftrengli , efficacy and power of thi 
Law of Sin, may be farther evidenced from its life 
and in-being in the Soul , notwithſtanding the 
wound that is given unto it, in the firſt converſior 
of the Soul to God ; and the continual oppoſitio 
that is made unto it by Grace, Bur this is the 


ſubjeR and deſign of another Endeayour. 


It may now be expected , that we ſhould here 
adde the eſpecial V/es of all this diſcovery tha 
hath been made ofthe Power , Deceit , Prevalenty 
and Sxcceſs , of this great Adverſary of our Souls. 
But as for whar Toncetns that Humility , ſelf. 
Abaſemenc , Warchfulneſs , Diligence , and Ap. 
plication unto the Lord -Chrift for relief , which 
will become thoſe who find 1m themſelyes by Ex: 
perience-the power of this Law of Sin , have been 
occaſionally mentioned and inculcated through the 
whole preceding Diſcourſe , ſo for what concerns 
the actual <Horrification of it , I ſhall only re- 
commtnd unto the Reader for his Dire&tion, 
another ſmall Treatife writren long ſince unto that 
purpoſe , which I ſuppoſe he may do well to con- 
fider together with this , if he find theſe things to 
be his Concernmemt, 


To the Only Wiſe God our Saviony , be Glory 
and c Majeſty , Dominion ,; and Power, both 
Now and Ever. Amen. 
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